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C O N T E N T S  
L I S T  O F  P L A T E S  
I N T R O D U C T I O N  
K E Y  T O  D E S C R I P T I V E  T E R M S  

Family A N A T I D A E : Ducks, Geese 
The Eastern Goosarider, Mergus merganser orietitalis Gould . . .  ... 
The Tufted Pochard, Aythyu fru'igula (Lin~iaeusj ... ... 

Family A c c I P I T R I D A E : Vultures, Hawks 
The Pariah Kite, Milous migrans govinda Sykes ... 
The Blackeared, or Large Indian, Kite, AIilous mi rans lineat; (Gray) ... 
The Eastern Goshawk, Accipiter gentilis schuegwi (hlenzbier) ... 
The Besra Sparrow-Hawk Accipiter uirgatus afinis Hodgson ... 
The Indian Sparrow-~awk. Accipiter nisus rnelmchistos Hume ... 
The Crested Goshawk, Accipiter triuirgatus indicus (Hod son) ... 
The Longlegged Buzzard, Buteo rujinus rufinus (~re tucfmar )  ... 
The Japanese Desert Buzzard, Buteo buteo burmanicus Hume ... 
The Himalayan Hawk-Eagle, Spizaetus tlipalensiv rupalensis (Hodgson) ... 
Bonelli's Hawk-Eagle, Nisaetus fasciatus fasciatus (Vieillot) ... ... 
The Booted Hawk-Eagle, Hieraetus petltlatus (Gmelin) ... ... 
The Black Ea le, Ictinaetus malayensis perniger (Hod son) ... 
The ~ i n g t a i l e l  or Pallas's, Fishing Eagle, Haliagtus tucoryphus  all;) 
The Black, or King. Vulture, Torgos calvcis (Scopoli) ... . . .  
The Himalayan Griffon Vulture, Gyps himaluyenris Hurne ... ... 
The Lammergeier, or Bearded Vulture, Gypaetus barbatus aureus 

(Halblizl) ... ... ... . . , ... ... 
The Hen Hanier, Circus cyaneus cyaneus (Linnaeus) ... 
The Crested Serpent Eagle, Spilornis cheela cheek (~athamj" ... 

Family F A L C O N I D A E :  Falcons 
The Himalayan Falconet, Microhierax caerulescens caemlescens (Linnaeus) 
The Shahin Falcon. Falco vereerinus vereerinator Sundevall ... 
The Himalayan ~es t re l ,  ~ o t c o  ~nnun&lusc'intersti~tuslLS McClelland I. 

Family P H A s I A N I D A E : Pheasants, Partridges, Quails 
The Snow Parhidge, Lerwa lerwn (Hodgson) ... . . .  
The Sikkim Snowcock. Tetraoaallus tibetanus a~rtilorlifer R. & A. - 

hleinertzhagen ... ... . . .  ... ... 
The Common Hill Partridge, Arhorophila torqueola torqueola (Valenciennes) 
Blyth's, or the Rufousthroated, Hill Pamidge, Arborophilu rufoguloris 

;ufogularis (Blyth) 
- 

... 
The Redbreasted Hill Partridge, ~rbd;b~hiZa man&llii HUI& ... 
The Blood Pheasant, ltlrngit~is crtrer~ttrs ufinis Beebe 
The Crimson Horned Pheasant, or Satyr Tragopan, ~ r & b ~ a n  saty';; 

(Linnaeus) ... ... ... ... ... 
The hlonal, or Impeyan Pheasant, Loj~liophorus impeianus (Latham) . . .  
The Blackbacked Kaleej Pheasant, Lophura leucomelana rnelanota 

(Hutton) ... ... ... 
The Red Junglefowl, Gallus gallus murghi ~ o b i n s o i  & Kloss ... 

Family C H A R A D R I I D A E  

Subfamily CHARADRI~NAE : Plovers 
The Spurwinged Plover. VaileUus s-pinosus ducaucelii (Lesson) . . .  

. . .  The Pamirs Lesser Sand Plover, Charadri~is ntongolfm (3trifr011~ Wagler 

xvij 
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V i  C O N T E N T S  

Subfamily SCOLOPACINAE : Sal-~clpipers, Snipe, Woodcock, etc. 

The Redshank, Tringa totanus eurhinus (Oberholser) ... . . . 
The Green Sandpiper, Tringa ochropus Linnaeus . . . ... 
The Common Sandpiper, Tringa hypoleucos Linnaeus . . . 
The Eastern Solitary Snipe, Capella solitaria solitaria ( ~ o d g s o n )  . . . 
The Woodcock, Scolopax rusticola rusticolu Linnaeus . . .  . . .  
Temminck's Stint, Calidris temminckii (Leisler) . . .  . . . 
The Ibisbill, Ibidorhyncha struthersii Vigors . . . ... ... 

Family C o L u hf B I D A E : Pigeons, Doves 

The Pintailed Green Pigeon, Treron apicatrda apicauda (Blyth) . . . 
The Wedgetailed Green Pigeon, Trerori sphenura sphenuru (Vigors) . . . 
Hodgson's, or the Nepal Maroonbacked, Imperial Pigeon, Dticula badia 

insignis Hodgson ... . . . . . . . . . 
The Snow Pigeon, Columba leuconota'ieuconota Vigors . . . 
The Turkestan Hill Pigeon, Columba rupestris ttrrkestanicn ' '~utur l in  . . . 
The Speckled Wood Pigeon, Columba hodgsoriii Vigors . . . ... 
The Ashy Wood Pigeon, Columba pulchricollis Blyth . . . 
The Bartailed Cuckoo-Dove, Macropygia ui~chull tusalia ( ~ l y t h )  . . .  
The Rufous Turtle Dove, Streptopelia orientalis agricola (Tickell) . . .  
The Indian Spotted Dove, Streptopelia chinensis suratensis (Gmelin) . . . 
The Emerald Dove, Chalcophaps irdica indica (Linnaeus) . . . . . .  

Fantily P s I T T A c I D  A E : Parrots 
The Indian Redbreasted Parakeet, Pdttacda alexandri fasciata (P.L.S. 

Muller) . . . . . . ... ... 
The Himalayan slatyhead;d Parakeet, Psittacula lzimalayana himalayonu 

(Lesson) ... ... ... . . . ... 
Family C u c u L I D A E : Cuckoos 

The Large Hawk-Cuckoo, Cticulus spa~*verioides spnroerioi'des Vigors . . . 
Hodgson's Hawk-Cuckoo, Cuculus fugax nisicolor Blyth . . . ... 
The Indian Cuckoo, Cuculas micropterus micropterus Goulcl . . . 
The Khasia Hills Cuckoo, Cuculus cnnorus bakeri Hartert . . . 
The Hirnalnvn~l Cuckoo, Cztculrts snturatus suturatus Blyth . . ... 
The Small Cuckoo, Cuculus poliocephalus poliocephalus Latham ... 
The Indian Plaintive Cuckoo, Cacomantis merulinus passerinus (Vahl) . . . 
The Emerald Cuckoo. Chalcites mactilatus (Cmelin) . . . 
The Indian Drongo-Cuckoo, Surniculus lugtcbris dicruroides ' i ~ o d ~ s o n )  . . . 
The Large Himdayan Greenhillecl Malkohn, Rliopod!ytes tristis tristis 

ILesson) . . ... ... . . . . . . 

Family S T R I G I D A E :  Owls 

Subfamily TYTONINAE 
The Sikkim Bay Owl, Phodilus badius saturatus Robinson ... . . . 

Subfamily STRIGINAE 
The Himalayan Collared Scops Owl, Ottcs bakkamoenn lettin (Hodgson) 
The Eastern Spotted Scops Owl, Otus spilocephalus spilocepholzts (Rlyth) 
The Forest Eagle-Owl, Bubo nipalensis nipnlensis Hodgson . . . 
The Tawny Fish Owl, Bubo flaoipes (Hoclgson) . . . . . . 
The Collared Pigmy Owlet, Glaucidium brocliei brodiei (~ui. tbn) 
The Himalayan Barred Owlet, Glatrcidi~tm cttctrloides crrcrtloides (vigo;sj 
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The Himalayan Brown Wood Owl, S t r i x  leptogrammicu tlewaretr.ui~ 
(Nodgson) ... . . . ... 65 

'The Himalayan Wood OI;~,' Strix aluco tlivicolo i i lyth) . . .  66 
The Shorteared Owl, Asio fbmmeus fbmmeus (pontoppidanjM ... 67 

Family P o D A R G I L) A E : Frogmouths 
Hodgson's Frogmouth, Batrochostontus hodgsoni hodgsod (G. R. Gray) . . .  6i 

Family  C A P R I M U L G I D A E :  Nightjars 
The Himalayan Jungle Nightjar, Caprimulgus ittdicus hazarae Whistler & 

Kinnear ... . . . . . ... 68 
The Longtailed Nightjar, 'C;rprimulgus macrurtls albonotatus Tickell . .. 09 

Family A P o n I D A E :  Swifts 

Subfamily  APODLNAE 
The Himalayan Plainrumped Swiftlet, Collocalia brevirostrts brevlrostri~ 

(McClelland) 70 
The Whitethroated spinetaii Swift, ~ G e t t c r a  cau;ia'cuta nuniiks (~odgsdAj ?1 
The Whiterumped Spinetail Swift, Chaetura sy1t:utica (Tickell) . . .  72 
Blyth's Whiterumped Spinetail Swift, Apus pacificus leuconyx (Blyth) ... 72 
The Nepal House Swift, Apus afinis nipabnsis (Hodgson) ... ... 73 

Family  T R O G O N J D A E :  Trogons 
-/ The Redheaded Trogon, Harpactes erythrocephalus hodgsonii (Gould) . . . I *  

Family  A L c E D I N I D A E : Kingfishers 
The West Himalayan Pied Kingfisher, Ceryk lugubris continentalis Hartert 75 
Blyth's Kingfisher, Alcedo hercules Laub~nann ... ?fi 
The Common Indian Kingfisher, Alcedo atthis bengalensis GAklin ... 76 
The Assam Blue-eared Kin sher, Alcedo meninting coltorti Baker ... 70 
The Threetoed Forest Kin p sher, Ceyx erithacus erithacus Linnaeus ... -77 
The Brownheaded ~torkbi led  Kingfisher, Pelmgopsis capensis capends 

(Linnaeus) 77 
The Indian Ruddy ~in~f is i lkr ,  ~ a l c y d i  coromu& coromaA (~atharn)" 77 
The Whitebreasted Kingfisher, Halcyon sm!(rnensis smynwnsis (Linnaeus) 7'1 

Family  h4 E R o P I D A E : Bee-eaters 
The Bluebearded Bee-eater, Nyctyornic othettoni othcrtoni (Jardine & Selbq;) 77 

Family C o R A c I I D A E : Rollers or Blue Jays 
The Broadbilled Roller, or Dollar Bird, Eusystomus orientalis cyatlicollis 

Vieillot . . ... . . . . . . ... 78 

Family  U P u P I D A E : HOOPOH 
The Tibetan Hoopoe, Upccpa epops saturata Lijnnberg . . . . . .  79 

Family B LT c E R o T I D .4 E : Hornbi!ls 
The Ruforlsnecked Homhill, Aceros ttii~a!et~sis (Hodgsonj . . . .. 81 
Thr Gre;it Hornbill. Rfcceros hicorni~ hommi Hodgson .., ... 81 



viii C O N T E N T S  

Family C A P I T O N I D A E :  Barbets 
The Great Assain Barbet, lMegalaima virens magnificu Stuart Baker ... 8S 
The Goldenthroated Barbet, Al~gnlainu franklinii fmnklinii (Blyth) . . . 84 
The Bluethroated Barbet, Megaluimr asiatica asiatica (Latham) . . .  85 

Family  I N D I c A T o R I D A E : Honeyguides 
The Yellowbacked Honeyguide, Indicator xarrthonotqs aanthonotus Blyth 86 

Family  P I c I D A E : Woodpeckers 
The Himalayan Speckled Piculet, Picumnus innominatus innominatus 

Burton . . . . . . ... ... 87 
The Rufous Piculet, Sasia ochracea ochracea Hodgson . . . . 88 
The Northern Rufous Woodpecker, Microptentus brachyurus phaioceps _ - 

Blyth ... ... 89 
The Assam Blacknaped ~ o b d  ecker, ' ~ i c u s  caizus gyldenstolp; Baker . . . 90 
The Large Yellownaped ~ o o B  ecker, Picus fivinucha f ivinucl~a Gould . . . 91 
The East Himalayan Small ~ g o w n a ~ e d  Woodpecker, Picus chlorolophus 

chlorolophus Vieillot ... 92 
The Himalavan h old ell backed ~hree%ed  ~oo&kcker ,  Dinopium shorii 

shorii (vigors) ... 93 
The Paleheaded ~ o o d ~ e c k i r ,  ~ e c i n t r i k  gralrtia giaiztia ( ~ d ~ l e l l a n d )  . . . 94 
The Great Slaty Woodpecker, Mulleripicus pulverulentus mohun Ripley . . . 95 
The Rufousbellied Woodpecker, Hypopicus hyperythrus hyper~thrus  

(Vigors) 95 
The Crimsonbreasted ~ie;l"\.\'ood~ecker, ~ e n d r d c b ~ o s  cotl&hmius catl;: 

pharius (Blyth) ... 96 
The Fulvousbreasted ~ o o & e c k e r .  ~ i n h r o c o ~ o s  &cei mace; '(vieillot) . . . 97 
The Darjeeling Pied Woodpecker, Dendrocopos darjellensis darjellensis 

(Blyth) . . . . . . . . ... 97. 
The Pigmy Pied woodpecker, Dendrocopos canicapillus semicoronatus 

(Malherbe) 98 
The Redeared Bay woodpecker, ~ l ~ t k ~ i c u s  p rribtis pyrrhdtis ( ~ o d g s d i j  99 
Tickell's Goldenbacked Woodpecker, ~hrysocoLptes  lucidus guttocristatus 

(Tickell) ... ... ... . . . . .. 100 

Fami ly  E u R Y L A  I M I D A E : Broadbills 
Hodgson's, or the Nepal, Collared Broadbill, Serilophus lunatus rubripy- 

gius (Hod son) ... 101 
The ~ongtaifed Broadbill, ' ?sarisomus' 'dalhousiae dalhousiae ' ijameson) . . . 109 

Family  P I T T I D A E : Pittas 
The Bluenaped Pitta, Pitta nipalensis (Hodgsoti) . . , ... 103 

Family  A L A U D I D A E :  Larks 
The Tibetan Short-toed Lark. Calandrella acutirostris tibetann Brooks . . . 104 
The Rufous Short-toed Lark, Calandrellu cinerea dukhunensis (Sykes) ... 105 
The Skylark, Alarida arvensis Linnaeus . . .  105 
The Tibetan, or Elwes's, Horned Lark, ~ r e m o ~ h i i a  alpestris' elwesi (Blan- 

ford) . . . ... . . . . . . . . . 106 
The Longbilled Calandra Lark, Melonocor~~pha mnxima nzaxima Gould ... 10; 

Fainily H I R u N D I N I D A E : Swallows, Martins 
The Eastern Swallow, Hirundo rustica gcilturnlis Scopoli . .. 108 
The Himalayan Striated Swallow, Hirundo daurica nipalcnsis' ' ~ o d ~ s o n  . . . 109 
The Kashmir House Martin, Deliclaon urbicn cnshmeriensis (Gould) ... 110 
The Nepal House Martin, Delichoi~ nipo1e11.ri.v niprrlonsis Horsfield & Moore 110 
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Fwnily C A M P E P H A c I D A E : Cuckoo-Shrikes, Minivets 
The Brownbacked Pied Flycatcher-Shrike, Henlipus picatus capltulir 

(McClelland) . . . 
The Nepal Wood-Shrike, ~'~plrrodornis' "orgatus akioica ( ~ o d ~ s o n )  . . . 
The Dark Grcy Cuckoo-Shrike, CoracIira n~elasclristu ~mluschfsla (Hodgsoli) 
The Scarlet Minivet, Pericrvcotus jhmmeus specwsua (Latham) . . . 
The Shortbilled Minivet, Pericrocotus breoiro~tris breoirostris (Vigors) . . . 
The Sikkim Longtailed Minivet, Pericrocotus etholo w laetus Mayr ... 
The Yellowhmated Minivet, Pcricrocotw w h h  wfzris Blyh . . . 

Family I R E N I D A E : Fairy Bluebird, Chloropses, Ioras 
The Goldfronted Chloropsis, Chloropsis aurifroru uurifrons (Temrninck & 

Laugier) ... 119 
The Orangebellied ~hloropsis, ~/r/oro;.hs hardcoilkii hardwickli Jardine & 

Selby ... 120 
The Sikkirn Fairy ~luebirdj ' l rena p u e ~ a  sikkitnen& Whistler 'dh Kinnear . .. 121 

Family P Y C N O N O T I D A E :  Bulbuls 
The Blackcrested Yellow Bulbul, Pycr~otwtus nlehrlicterus flaciloeritris 

(Tickell) ... 122 
The Whitecheeked ~ulbul~'~~c~tot~otu~'leucogen S"1euco eny;"(cray) ... 1 2  
The Redvented Bulbul, P crumotw cafer bengayensis Bfyth ... 123 
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The Whitethroated Bulbul, Criniger flaceolus jbveolrrs (Gou d) ... 12.5 
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The Browneared Bulbul, Hypsipetes ficrualus flaodus (Blyth) ... 127, 
The Himalayan Black Bulbul, Ifypsipetes madrrgascariensis psaroides Vigors 128 

Family M U S C I C A P I D A E  

Subfamily MUSCICAPINAE : Flycatchers 
The Nepal Sooty Flycatcher, Afuscicnpa nbirica cacabata Penard ... 128 
The Ferruginous Flycatcher, A4uscicapa ferruginea (Hodgson) . . . 1.30 
The Orangegorgetted Flycatcher, Muscicapa strophiata strophiatu 

(Hod son) ... ... ... 131 
The Si&m %Vhitegorgett& ~lycatchl;. Musdcnpa rnonileger mondeger 

(HOdgsOnb ... . . . ... 132 
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The L~t t le  Pied ~ l~ca t rhe l : ,  ' ~4usc i ca~a '  'westermar;; collini ~olhschild . . . 155 
The Little Blue-and-Wlute Flycatcher, Muscicapa supercilioris aestigmo 

Gray ... ... . . . . . . . . . 136 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

PLATE 1 (facing p. xxiv) 

a.  Terraced cultivation, from the foothills up to c.  6000 ft. 
b. Junipers and buckthorn scrub, near Thangu, c. 13,000 ft. 

PLATE 2 (facing p, xxv) 

a.  Deciduous facia of the tropical zone, c. 3000 ft. W. Sikkim. 
b. The fern Cleiclwraia ( ?  linearis Cl.), a cornmon feature of 

the tropical and sub-tropical zones, c .  4000-5000 it. 

PLATE 3 (facing p. xxvi) 
a. Epiphytic ferns, moss, and orchids are characteristic of the 

tropical and sub-tropical zones. 
b. The handsome large-leaved Rhaphidophora (? glauca Schott) 

and numerous vines and creepers here drape the trunks of the 
forest trees. 

PLATE 4 (facing p. xxvii) 

Path along the Teesta River near Dikchu, c. 2200 ft. (Note breach 
caused by flood erosion, and rickety makeshift repair.) 

PLK~E 5 (facing p. xxx) 

Tropical evergreen forest near Temi, 4000-5000 ft. 

PLATE 6 (facing p. xxxi) 
Moist evergreen sub-tropical forest near Kewzing, c .  7000 ft., with 
heavily moss-covered tree-trunks and boulders, and dense under- 
growtl~ of seedlings and ferns. Typical biotope for Alicroura 
\wells. 

PLATE 7 (facing p. xxxii) 
n. Upland yak pastures near Lachen, c. 9500 ft. 
b. Birch, juniper and dwarf rhododendrons, A good biotope for 

rosefinches. N. Sikkim, c. 13,500 kt. 

PLATE 8 (facing p. 1) 
a.  Near Thangu, 13,000-14,000 ft. Temperate Zone. Junipers, 

conifers, and dwarf rhododendron scrub. 
b. Upper reaches of Teesta River, Yakthany c. 13.000 ft. Shingly 

islets suitable for Ibisbill nesting. 

PLATE 26 (facing p. 337) 
Ibisbill (Ibidorhyncha strrcthersii) on nest. 
B 
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PLATE 9 (facing p. 80) 
1. Sikkiin Bay Owl (Phodilus b.  suturatus) 
2. Forest Eagle-Owl (Bubo 1 1 .  r~ipulerluis) 
3. Himalayan Collared Scops Ow1 (Otus b. lettia) 
4. Collared Piglny Owlet (Cluucidiunt 0.  brodiei) 
5. Bonelli's Hawk-Eagle (Ni.va6tus f .  fasciatus) 
6.  Black Eagle (lctirlaetus m. perrriger) 
7.  Iiimahyail F~xlcoilet (Aficrohierax c. caerulescerts) 

PLATE 10 (facing p. 81) 

1. Crimson Horned Pheasant, or Satyr Tragopan (?'ragopein satyra) 
2. Common Hill Partridge (Arborophila t .  torqueola) 
3. Snow Paitiidge (Lerwci lerwa) 
4. Blood Pheasant (Ithaginis c. afinis) 
5. Eastern Goosallder (Mergus m. orisrrtcflis) 
6. Ibisbill (IbidUr11yllc~1(1 struthersii) 

PLATE 11 (facing p. 96) 
I .  Indian Hedbreasted Parakeet (Psittaculu a. fasciuta) 
2. Himalayan Slatyheaded Parakeet (Psittclcula h. himulayanu) 
3. Emerald Cuckoo (Clrulcites maculatrrs) 
4. Redheaded Trogon (Hurpactes e. hodgsot~ii) 
5. Hodgson's Frogmouth (Batrc~chostomus h. lzodgsor~i) 
6. Pintailed Green Pigeon (Treron a. apicaudn) 
7 .  Speckled Wood Pigeon (Columla hodgsonii) 
8. Snow Pigeon (Colunlba 1. leucorlota) 
9. Ashy Wood Pigeon (Columba pulchricoll~s) 

10. Baitailed Cuckoo-Dove (Macropygia u. tusalia) 

PLATE 12 (facing p. 97) 
1. Himalayan Goldenbacked Threetoed Woodpecker (Dinopium s. 

shorii) 
2. Darjeeling Pied Woodpecker (Der~drocopos d. durjeller~sis) 
3. Redeared Bay ?Vooclpecker (Blythipicus p. pyrrhotis) 
4. Hufous Piculet (Susin o. ochracea) 
5. Great Slaty Woodpecker (i2lulleripic1rs p. moltur~) 
6. Large Yellownaped Woodpecker (Picus f .  jhvirzucha) 
7 .  Golclenthroated Dz~rbet (Megcilninzcl f .  frarrklirtii) 
8. Great Assam Barbet (Megclic~imrr o .  mcrgnifica) 
9. Yellowbacked Ilonevguide (Indicator 3;. xanthorlotw) 

1. Mrs Gould's Tellowbacked Sunbird (Aethopyga g. gouldias) 
2. Blackl~re;~stecl Sunbircl (Aethopygci s, saturuta) 
3. Firetailed Ycllowbacked Sunbird (Aethopygn i. ignicuudn) 
4. Firel~reasted Flowerpecker (Vicaeun~ i. ig~iipectus) 
5 .  Longtailed Brooclbill (Psclrisonlus d .  dnllrousiac) 
6. Hodgson's, or the Nepal, Collared Broadbill (Serilophw I .  r u b r ~ p ~ g i u s )  
7 .  Bluenaped Pitta (Pittn nipaler~sis) 

PLATE 14 (facing p. 145) 
1. Greybacked Shrike (Latrills t ,  tephronotus) 
2. Shortbilled Minivet (Pericrocottrs b. btevirostris) 
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3. Yellowthroated Minivet (Pericrocotus s. solotis) 
4. Maroon Oriole (Oriolus t, traillfi) 
5. Spottedwinged Stare (Soroglossa spi1opter.a) 
6. Common Rubythroat (Erillrocus calliope) 
7. Golden Ails11 Rollin (En'tl~ucus c. chrysaeuu) 
8. Whitebrowed Bush Rollin ( E d t h a c t ~  i .  indcus) 

PLATE 15 (facing p. 100) 

1. Orangebellied Chloropsis (Chloropsis h. hordwickii) 
2. Redtailed Minla (Minlr~ i. ignotincta) 
3. Rufousbdlied Bulbul (Ifypsipefes o. mcclellandi) 
4. Whitethroated Bulbul (Criniger f. jZuoeolus) 
5. Striated Green B~~l l ) r~ l  (Pycnor~otus s. striut~rs) 
6. Beautiful Nuthatch (Sitta formosa) 
7. Nepal Tree Creeper (Certhia f .  murldellii) 
8. Wall Creeper (Tichodroma murarta) 

PLATE 16 (facing p. 161) 

1. Oran egorgetted Flycatcher (Musdcopa s. strophiuta) 
2. Sappfireheaded Flycatcher (Muscicapa sapphira) 
3. Slaty Blue Flycatcher (Muscicapa 1. leucomelanura) 
4. Pigmy Blue Flycatcher (Muscicapelk h. hodgsoni) 
5. Large Niltavn (341r.rcicapa g. gmndis) 
6. Yellowbellied Fantail Flycatcher (Rhipidnra hypoxantho) 
7. Collared Bushchnt (Saxicoln t. indica) 
8. Whitethroated Redstart (Phoenicurus s. schisticeps) 
9. Giildenstidfs Redstart (Phoanicurus e. grandis) 

PLATE 17 (facing p. 208) 

1. Bengnl Redcapped Babbler (Timolia p. hengalensis) 
2. Whitethroatrcl Shrike-Babbler (Gampsorhynchtts r. rufulus) 
3. Sikkim Spotted Babbler (Pellorneum r. mandellfi) 
4. Barthroated Siva (Mit~la s. strigulo) 
5. Longbilled Wren-Babbler (Rimtor m. mlacoptilus) 
6 .  Redwinged Shrike-Babbler (Pteruthirts e. er!ythroptertcs=P. f .  colidi- 

roztris) 
7. Rufousbellied Shrike-Babbler (Pteruthius r. ntfiventer) 
8. Sikkim Chestnutrumped Sibia (Heterophasia a. onr~eclens) 
9. Sikkim Hoary Banving (Actinodtcro n.  uinctura) 

10. N e ~ a l  Cutia (Cutin n. r~ipalcr~vis\ 
11. Redbilled Leiothrix, or 'Pekin Robin' (Leiothrix I. colipyga) 

PIATE 18 (facing p. 209) 

1. Spotted Wren (Speloeornis formosus) 
2. Tailed Wren (Snelneornis caudotlcs) 
3. Chestnut-headed Wren (Tesia c. costaneocoronata) 
4. Brown Wren (A4icrouro p. pusilla) 
5. Sikkim Goldcrest (Regiclus r. sikkimensis) 
6. Sikkim Firecnpned Tit-Wrarblrr (Cephalopr~ru~ f. snturatus) 
7. Spotted Bush Warbler (Bradypterus t. thoracicus) 
8. Dusky Leaf Warbler (Phylloscopus f. fuscatus) 
9. Oranqebnrrd Leaf Warbler (Phr/lloscopus p. pnlcher) 

10. Dull Green Leaf Wilrhler (Phylloscot~rtr t. tr.ochiloider) 

PLATE 19 (facing p. 224) 

1. Ri~fousbreasted Accentor (Prun~llo s. strophiata) 
2. Allied Grosheak (Af!ycerobo.r f i t~fs)  
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3. Redheaded Bullfinch (Pyrrhula erythrocephala) 
4. Goldenheaded Black Finch (Pyrrhoplecles epaulettci) 
5. Scarlet Finch (Hnen~atospiza sipnhi) 
6. Sikkim Whitebrowed Rosefinch (Carpodacus t. thurci) 
7 .  Sikkim Large Rosefinch (Carpohcus e. rubicut~clo) 
8. Nepal Dark Rosefinch (Carpodacus n. r~ipalet~sis) 
9. Redbrowed Finch (Callacatlthis burtot~i) 

10. Tibetan Siskin (Carduelis t .  thibetuna) 
11. Hodgson's Mountain Finch (Leucosticte 11. nen~oricola) 

PLATE 20 (facing p. 225) 

1. Nepal Crimso~lwinged Laughing Thrush (Garrulnx 11. phoetzicetrs) 
2. Sikki~n Redhendcd Laughing 'Thrush (Garnilax c. t~ipritnenttrm) 
3. Coralbilled Scimitar Babbler (Pomutorhinus f .  ferruginosus) 
4. Sikkim Striated Laughing Thrush (Garrulax s. sikkimensis) 
5. Sikkim Hufousnecked Scimitar Babbler (Pomatorhinus r .  godtoit~i) 
6.  Rufouschinned Laughing Thrush (Garrulax r. rtrfoguloris) 
7 .  Sikkim Greysided Laughing Thrush (Garrulax c. cnerulottcs) 
8. Whitespotted Laughing Thrush (Garnclax o. ocelldzrs) 
9. Bluewinged Laughing Thrush (Garrrrlm squnmatus) 

10. Slenderbilled Scimitar Babbler (Xiphirhynchus s. strperciliaris) 

PLATE 21 (facing p. 272) 

1. Nepal Goldenheaded Babbler (Stachyn's c. chrysaeo) 
2. Firetailed Myzornis (Myzornis pyrrhoura) 
3. Chestnut-throated Shrike-Babbler (Pterutkius m .  melanotis) 
4. Stri~edthroatcd Yuhina (Yuhina g. gularis) 
5. Goldenbreasted Babbler (Aln'ppe c. chrysotis) 
6. Sikkim Blackthroated Babbler (Stach!ln's n. nign'ceps) 
7 .  Assam Redfronted Babbler (Stochyris r. ambigzra) 
8. N e ~ a l  White-eyed Quaker Babbler (Aldppe n. nipatensis) 
9. Yellownaped Ixulus (Ytrhina f .  &ciicollis~ 

10. Whitebrowed, or Hume's, Staphida (Yuhinn c. rufigenis) 
11. Chestnut-headed Babbler (Alcippe c. castnneceps) 
12. Sikkim Fiilvetta (Alcippe o. chtimbiensis) 

PLATE 22 (facing p. 273) 

1. Blackbrowed Flycntcller-Warbler (Seicerctis b, hurkii) 
2. Chestnut-headed Flycatcher-Warbler (Seicerctrs c. castanicep.~) 
3. Blackfaced Flvcatcher-Warbler (Abroscot~us s. schisticeps) 
4. Rlanford's Riish Warbler (Cettiu p. pallidipes) 
5. Goldenheaded Tailor Bird (Orthotomus c. coronntus) 
6. Firetailed Yello\vbacked Sunbird (Aethol~yga i. igt~icauda) 
7. Mrs Gould's Yellowbacked Sunhircl (Aethopyga g. gotrldin~) 
8. Blackbreasted Sunbird fAethop!lga s. snttrrata) 
9. Firebreasted Flowerpecker (Dicaetrm i. ignipecttrs) 

PLATE 23 (facing p. 288) 
1. Blueheaded Robin (Phoenicurus caer~leoce~halup) 
2. Hodgson's Grandala (Cmnrlola c. cdelicolor) 
3. Bluefronted Robh (Cinclidium f .  frontale) 
4. Gould's Shortwing ~Rrnchr~vtert~x stellota) 
5. Chestnl~tbellied Rock Thrush (Monticoln rnfiuentrisl 
6. Smallbilled Mountain Thrush (Zoothem tl rloritno) 
7. Purple Thrush (Cochoa prrraurea) 
8 Green Thrrish (Coclzon ~~trfdis) 



P L K ~ E  24 (faciug p. 288) 
1. Blackfronted Parrotbill (Paradoxoris n. Aumii) 
2. Fulvousfronted Parrotbill (Paradurornfs f .  fuloifronr) 
3. Sultan Tit (Melanochlora s. uultanea) 
4 .  Lesser Hedheaded Parrotbill (Puradoxorsis a. ootesi) 
5.  Yellowhrowed Tit (Purus m, n~odestus) 
8.  Himalayan Cole-Tit (Parus a. aemodius) 
7 .  Brown Crested Tit (Parus d .  dichrous) 
8. Rufousfronted Tit (Egithalos fouschi.~os) 

PLATE 25 (facing p. 336) 
1. Green Magpie (Kitta c, chine~sis) 
2.  Sikkim Redcrowned Jay (Garrulus g. ii~terstinctus, 
3. Yellowbilled Blue Magpie (Kitta f .  jlauirost+is) 
4 .  Blackbrowed Tree Pie (Dei~drocitta froi~tnlis) 
5. Great Parrotbill (Conostoma aemodium) 
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Sikkiin is a vertical strip of extremely rugged montane cautry, 
40 to 60 miles broad and about 100 miles deep, wedged in between 
the Himalayan States of Nepal in the west and Bhutan on 
the east. I t  lies between lat. 27" 5' and 28" g' N. and long, 
87" 5Y and 88" 56' E. and covers an area of 2818 s uare miles. 
Its northern boundary with Tibet runs more or less para1 7 el with the 
main Himalayan axis from t,he Dongkia Mountain westward follow- 
ing the stupendous spur of Kinchinjhau. It  is a political demarca- 
tion rather than a strictly natural boundary since it the 
northernmost section of Sikkim, terrain that is typically Tibetan in 
physiography possessing a predominantly Palaearctic fauna from 
about the 28th parallel. The Sin alila Ridge or Spur running about 
60 miles south to north almost f rom plains level, separates Sikkim 
from east Nepal and culminates near its northern extremity in some 
of the loftiest mountains in the world, the Kinchinjunga massif, which, 
besides Kinchinjunga itself (28,146 ft.) includes man 
e.g. Pandim, Simvo, Siniolchu, Junnoo and Kabru, a y 1 of other we1 peaks, over 
20,000 ft. The greater part of the eastern boundary of Sikkirn is 
formed by the Chola Range, much loftier than the Singalila, stretching 
south from the main Himalayan axis at Dongkia Mountain (over 
23,000 ft. high). This range is pierced by passes, some of which 
form the normal trade routes between India (Kalimpong) and Tibet 
(Lhasa) through the Chumbi Valley. Of these the most frequented 
are the Tan kar La (16,000 ft.), Natu La (14,200 ft.) and the Jelep 
La (14,390 a,). The northern trade route with Tibet, along the 
Teesta and Lachen Valleys, is throu h the high Kon ra La Pass fl f (16,840 ft.) or eastward from Chungt ang up the Lac uug Valley 
through the Don kia Pass (18,030 ft.). The southern boundary of 
the State runs w i g  the Darjeeling District of W. Bengal. 

The Sin alila Ridge on the west, the Chola on the east with the 
main Him af ayan axis across their northern extremities virtually en- 
close Sikkim in a titanic horseshoe. The horseshoe is the catchment 
area of the headwaters of the Teesta River, one of the principal 
physical features of the country, which runs north-south practically 
throughout its entire length. Its principal feeder streams or affluents 
-the Lachen, Lachung, Zemu, Talung, Great Rangeet, Rongli and 
Rangpo-all rise either within the horseshoe or just beyond the 
political boundaries of the State. 

The climate varies between the tropical heat of the valleys and 
the alpine cold of the snowy ranges. The rainfall, except in the 
Tibetan facies near the northern boundary, is very heavy, averaging 
137 inches annually at Gangtok. From November to February the 
rainfall is light, and the weather in November and December is 
nomally clear and fine. In March thunderstorms commence, and, 

more and more frequent, usher in the SW. monsoon season 
which asts till October. growinf 

The main source of the Teesta River is the Chho Lhsmo Lake 
situated at over 17,000 ft. elevation. From here it descends steeply 
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for some 16,000 ft. down to Rangpo all within a distance of about 
50 miles. In its short and torrential course its waters are continually 
augmented by the concentrated drainage of smaller streams and 
mountain torrents in addition to its main d u e n t s .  I t  is thus easy to 
understand how such an insignificant and innocent-lookin stream as 4 the Teesta is during the dry season can suddenly swe 1 into the 
thundering, raging torrent it becomes in the monsoon, causing igantic 
lalldslides all along its course year after year, and widesprea$ floods 
and devastation where it debouches into the Indian plains. 

The level nature of the Gangetic delta and the rest of the country 
intervening between the mountains and the Bay of Bengal, some 
400 miles directly to the south, permits the steady uilobstructed inflow 
from the sea of the moisture-laden currents of the SW. monsoon and 
renders Sikkim the most humid region of the entire Himalayan chain. 
The transverse narrow valleys formed by the mass of mountainous 
spurs criss-crossing one another, heavily forest-clad up  to 12,000 ft., 
give rise to local modifications of exposure, temperature, humidity 
and luxuriance of vegetation, and affect in varying degree the 
altitudinal distribution of sedentary birds. 

By comparison, the Himalayas to the west of central Nepal are 
considerably less humid, a feature which is clearly reflected in all 
their plant and animal life. An ailalysis of the races of typically 
Himalayan birds collected along the southern as ect of the entire 
Himalayan axis suggests that the zoogeographical 1 oundary between 
the eastern and the western Himalayas lies in the region of the 
Arun-Kosi River (in Nepal), some 50 miles west of the Sikkim border, 
the fonns inhabiting the moister eastern Himala as being appreciably 
darker in coloration as well as somewhat sma 1 er in size. 

V e g e t a t i o n  

In luxuriance and floral composition, the vegetation of Sikkim and 
the humid eastern Himalayas bears a greater similarity with the 
Malay Peninsula and Archipelago than with the Himalayas west of 
central Nepal. Many of the typical orders and families of plants 
common to the former two regions are totally absent in the western 
Himalayas. 

Broadly speaking, three altitudinal zones of vegetation are 
recognizable in Sikkim. They are not clear-cut at their boundaries 
but merge into one another, often showing considerable local en- 
croachments and recessions above and below the line depending upon 
physical configuration and exposure of the terrain and the resultant 
ecological factors : 

1. The Tropical Zone extends roughly from the foothills of the 
Outer Himalayas to an altitude of about 4000 ft. It contains deep, 
steep-sided valleys and gorges, with well-drained flanking slopes 
clot-hed in dense evergreen jun le. I t  is characterized by gigantic 
trees with buttressed trunks wit a huge lianas and climbers covering 
them, intertwining in the foliage canopy and festooning from tree to 





-. Deciduous facies of the tropical zone, c. 3,000 ft. 
W. Sikkim 

b.  The fern Gleichenia ( ?  linearis Cl. ) a common feature of the tropical and 
sub-tropical zones, c. 4-5,000 ft. 

PLATE 2 
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tree. Orchids of numerous species abound, and the handsome large- 
leaved Rhuphidophma drapes the trunks along with numerous vines 
and peppers. Wild bananas, straight-stemmed screw-pines (Pand- 
anus), nettles, and giant bamboos provide the other features 
characteristic of this type of moist foothills forest. 

2. Above this belt, and up to an elevation of 6500 ft. or so, 
the vegetation assumes a sub-tropical aspect, passiirg as it ascends 
into the Moist Temperate type of Champion's classification : dense 
tall evergreen forest with oaks and rhododendrons predominating. 
Near its upper limit (at c. 9000 ft.) Silver Fir appears with the oaks, 
and the forest is mixed with various deciduous trees such as Magndio, 
Acm and B e t h .  The undergrowth consists largely of the high-level 
'maling' bamboo (Arundinmiu) or dwarf rhododendron and other ever- 
green shrubs. Ferns, epiphytic mosses and many other epiphytes 
are abundant. 

3. Between 9000 ft. and 13,000 ft. comes the Temperate Zone 
of mixed conifer forest containing hemlock (Tsu a) and spruce (Picea) 
with varying amounts of Blue Pine Pinus a c e  sa), Silver Fir (Abies 
webbima) and 

f 
duniper s, 

and with a shrubby undergrowth of 
rhododendron an Amndinrwia bamboo. 

These three main divisions, which present appreciable gradations 
and differences in their floristics on the outer ran es and interior of 
Sikkim as well as locally, are succeeded hi her st' 1 by Alpine forest 5 f 
and scrub. The former is composed of sma crooked trees and large 
shrubs, interspersed with patches of fir and pine. The stunted forest 
is mainly of rhododeildrons of many species which impart to it an 
evergreen character. Sikkim is 'ustly renowned for the abundance 
and lavish variety of its rhodo d endrons. They range from dwarf 
bushes growin above the snow line with insignificant tiny white 
flowers, throug b dense shrubs with enormous tufts of showy blossoms 
-white, ink, mauve, crimson and yellow-to large forest trees up 
to 60 ft. k g h  or more with fiery scarlet blossoms that lifht u i t h e  
verdant hillsides from miles away. In May, when most o the gh- 
growing varieties burst into their multi-coloured masses of flowers, 
they present a s ectacle of exquisite and indescribable charm. In 
spring the grouna in the more open patches becomes carpeted with 
a profusion of flowers, prominent among which are the primulas. 
Ferns abound in patches, and epiphytic mosses and lichen are 
common. Vegetation, here dependent largely on snowfall and melt- 
ing snow, gets progressively dwarfed and scanty towards the upper 
limits. Low evergreen scrub, 2 or 3 ft. high, of rhododendron, juniper, 
cotoneaster, etc. predominates, with Anenlone, Corydalis and Fritillaria 
as some of the commonest herbs. Beyond 17,000 ft. or thereabouts 
vegetation ceases in inner Sikkim, the heights above being covered 
by rock and snow. 

These altitudinal zones of vegetation are of the highest interest 
to the student of bird ecology inasmuch as each of them harbours 
a more or less characteristic avifauna of its own. Perhaps nowhere 
in the world would one find the unique phenomenon of so diver ent 
a range of climates and vegetation telescoped into so circumscrsed 
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a space. Hooker gives a good example. He writes: 'From the bed 
of the Hatong in which grow palms with screw-pine and plantain, 
it is only seven miles in a direct line to the perpetual ice . . . . In 
other words the descent is so rapid that in eight miles the Ratong 
waters every variety of vegetation from the lichen of the Poles to 
the palm of the Tropics; while throughout the remainder of its 
mountain course it falls from 4000 ft, to 300 ft. flowing amongst 
tropical scenery t l u o ~ ~ g h  a valley whose flanks rise from 5000 ft. to 
12,000 ft. above its bed.' 

This abrupt telescoping of the terrain-from the hot, steamy foot- 
hill valleys to the arctic cold of the snow-capped peaks-which has 
produced the marked altitudinal zonation in the rainfall, humidity, 
climate and vegetation is also responsible for the great variety and 
numerical abundance of the resident bird life, making Sikkim perhaps 
the richest area of its size anywhere in the world. In addition to the 
430 species described in the following pages, the Appendix gives 
a further 97 which have been recorded as occurring or having 
occu~red in Sikkim, bringing the total u p  to 527 species. This list 
could easily be enlarged by the inclusion of vagrants, transients on 
migration and near-certainties, so that a round 550 species would 
not be an unreasonable overall reckoning for the country. This 
means about 30 per cent of the aggregate bird species and subspecies 
found in the entire subcontinent comprising the Indian Union, 
Pakistan, Nepal and Bhutan together with Ceylon. Many forms of 
exceptional beauty and rarity are peculiar to this region but also spill 
over into Nepal on the west and Bhutan on the east. 

A curious parallelism exists between the avifauna (and of several 
other widely differing forms of animal life as well) inhabiting. the 
moist Sikkim Himalayas, Burma and Malaya on the one hand and 
the far-flung rain forests of the southern Westein Ghats on the other. 
The postulated origin and mechanics of this phenomenon are dis- 
cussed in my book on the birds of Travancore and Cochin, and it 
will suffice here merely to draw attention to it again for the benefit of 
future investigators. 

Thanks to the labours of Brian Hodgson and his band of local 
collectors between 1845 and 1858, and of Mandelli, Blanford and 
others in the 70's and after, a fairly complete collection of birds 
from Sikkim territory was built up, which is now available for study 
chiefly in the British Museum (Natural History), London, but also 
scattered over various other museums in Europe and in America. 
In the present century these collections have been enlarged by the 
contributions of several other ornithologists, notably Col. F. M. Bailey, 
Herbert Stevens, Frank Ludlow, Col. R. Meinertzhagen, Dr Ernst 
Schafer, and lastly by the recent Loke-Shlim Ali bird survey of Sikkim. 

It  is doubtful if any forms unknown to science still remain un- 
discovered in this area, though the material relating to several of the 
rarer and little-hown species, e.g. wrens and some of the Timaliinae, 
is mea re and insufficient for a proper study. But by and large, further 
generzf specimen-collecting seems redundant. A review of our 





Path along the Teesta River near Dikchu, c. 2,200 ft. (Note breach 
caused by flood erosion, and rickety makeshift r-nnir). 

PL~TE 4 
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knowledge of the bionomics of this impressive array of birds, how- 
ever, reveals a lack that is truly deplora1)le. In the caqe of an area 
that had never been explored before it is understandable that the 
pioneers should have concentrated their eflorts on the amassing of 
specimens. Unfortunately, they were obliged to do most of their 
collecting vicariously with the aid of illiterate, local, professional 
hunters and snarers. Thus, though in the case of I-Iodgson all the 
specimens brought to him were carefully measured, weighed and 
described, and frequently also sketched, many of them are without 
precise data as to altitude or environment, and even their sexing is 
often dubious. The published literature dealing with these 
comprehensive 'classical' collections is largely descriptive and 
taxonomical; field notes are practically non-existent, excepting those 
of a very general and diffuse nature, and even that in a few cases 
only. Of the later investigators B. B. Osmaston, who was poqted as 
a forest officer in Darjeeling District, recorded some very u5eful notes, 
especially concerning nidification. Stevens's Birds of the Sikkim 
Himaltqm is a commendable attempt to sort out the bird life into 
'altitudinal life zones' on the available data. Meinertzhagen with 
his refreshing tendency to avoid the well-worn ruts of bird study 
and explore new avenues has provided some model observations 
on the status and habits of several little-known species of the high 
altitudes. But perhaps the most thorough and rational collecting of 
Sikkim birds in recent times has been done by Dr Ernst Schafer 
during the two years immediately preceding the Second World War. 
His collections are particularly valuable since they cover every 
season of the year, including the monsoon. Anyone acquainted with 
the depressing conditions prevailing in that period-week after week 
of gloomy overcast skies. the saturated atmosphere reeking of mildew 
and dripping with moisture, the incessant relentless downpours with 
enormous landslides constantly holding up movement, hordes of 
insatiable leeches for ever after one's blood, and similar other dis- 
comforts-will agree that this is no mean achievement and calls for 
a very high order of dedication to scientific research. Ornithologists 
familiar with Dr Schafer's earlier work in Tibet (Omithologische 
Ergebnisse zweier Forschung.sreisen nach Tibet, 1. f .  0. 1938, 
Sonderheft) and with his competence and evcellence as a field biologist 
will appreciate the incalculable harm Sikkim ornithology has sus- 
tained through tragic loss under war conditions of all his manuscript 
field notes. Fortunately the collection itself found its way after 
various vicissitudes to its destination, the Berlin University Zoological 
Museum, where it was critically studied bv Prof. Envin Stresemann. 
Through the latter's friendly co-operation I have been privileced to 
consult and make use of hi5 valuable taxonomical report (in MS.) on 
Schzfer's material. Stre~emann's measurements of these fresh 
specimens. his notes on ages. moults and other data, together with 
the dependable sexing, dates and altitudes on their labels have added 
very considerably to our knowledqe of the sea~onal local occurrences, 
altitudinal movements, and nidification of sedentary birds. By filing 
many of the previous blanks they have helped to make the present 
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account of Sikkim avifauna less incomplete than it must otherwise 
have been. 

M i g r a t i o n  

Certain well-known migrants such as wild ducks and geese can be 
seen passing over Sikkim regularly in autumn and spring, and some 
other species are known to spend the winter or a part of that season 
at lower altitudes. Apart from this, our knowledge of bird migration 
in Sikkim is on a par with that of their bionomics-in other words 
practically nil. The Lachen Valley is re utedly a traditional flyway 
for ducks and eese, at least on nort ward migration in spring 
(February /~arcd  

£ 
. But very little authentic data are recorded from 

the interior of Sikkim because few students of birds have ever been 
able to stay there, as they have in the more accessible western 
Himalayas, long enough to carry out adequate observations. 

The following is a list of collecting and other localities more 
commonly mentioned in the text, with their approximate altitudes 
in feet above sea level. The variants of the spelling, frequently used 
in maps and publications on Sikkim, are shown in brackets. 

Ari (Arita) 4900 
Changu (C'hhan gu, or Tsomgo) I 12,500 
Chungthang (C umthang) 5500 
Dentam, Great Rangeet Valley 4500 
Dikchu 2000 
Gangtok 5500 
Gayamtashana Tso (Gayum Chhona) 16,000 
Gezing 5000 
Gnatong Niithang) I 12,500 
Gyagong Giaogang, or Gyaokong) 16,000 
Jeluk (Jeyluk) 9000 
K ~ P ~ P  ( K ~ P ~ P )  13,000 
Karponang 9000 
Kewzing (Sosing) 5800 
'Kiang-Lager' (Schafer's camp) 16,500 
Lachen 8900 
Lachung 8900 
Lingtam 5500 
Manshitang 6000 
Martam 2000 
Pakyong (Pakhyong) 4400 
Pemionche (Pemayangtse) 6850 
Penlom La (Penlong La) 6000 
RanFgo 1200 
Rinc npong 5000 
Singhik 4400 
Singtam 1200 
Temi 5200 
Thangu (Thanggu) 13,500 
Yumthang (Yeumthang) 11,500 
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S o m e  I m p o r t a n t  L i t e r a t u r e  
o n  S i k k i m  B i r d s  

Blanford, W. T. (1871-2): Account of a Visit to the Eastern and 
Northern frontiers of Independent Sikkim. Jour. Asiat. Soc. 
Bengal 40 : 367; 41 : 30. 

- (1872): Notes on a Collection of Birds from Sikkim. ibid., 
152-170 (with plates and descriptions of Phyllos.cops 
pullidipes, Pellori~eu~n mandellii, Propusser saturatus). 

- (1877) : Notes on some Birds in h4r Mandelli's collection 
from Sikkim, Bhutan and Tibet. Stray Feathers 5 : 482-7. 

Brooks, W .  Edwin (1880): Ornithological Observations in Sikkim, the 
Punjab and Sind. Stray Feathers 8 :  464-9. 

Gammie, J. A. (1877): Occasional Notes from Sikkim. Stray Feathers 
5 : 380-7. 

Ludlow, F., and Kinnear, N. B. (1937): The Birds of Bhutan and 
adjacent Territories of Sikkim and Tibet. Ibis: 1-46, 249-93. 

.-- - (1944): The Birds of South-eastern Tibet. Ibis: 43-86, 
176-208, 348-89. 

Meinertzhagen, R. (1927) : Systematic Results of Birds collected at 
High Altitudes in Ladak and Sikkim. Ibis: 363-422, 571-633. 

Scully, F. (1880) : A Contribution to the Ornithology of Nepal. S t r q  
Feathers 8 : 204-368. 

Stevens, Herbert (1923-5): Notes on the Birds of the Sikkim Hima- 
layas. Jour. Born. Nut. Hist. Soc. 29 : 503-18, 723-40, 1007-30; 
30 : 54-71, 353-79, 664-85, 872-98. 

A book that is quite indispensable to the proper unders~anding 
of the and vegetational characteristics of Sikkim is 
Sir J. D. Hooker's Himdayan Jozrrnals, published in 1891. It  is a 
classic of its kind-the enthralling narrative of a most digcult and 
adventurous pioneering exploration and sojourn between 1848 and 
1850 in the then unsettled territories of the Raja of Sikkim. The 
Appendix to the volume, which deals in some detail with the physical 
geography and vegetation of the Sikkim Himalayas, east Nepal and 
adjacent provinces of Tibet, is a masterly account. It is the basis of 
the description of Sikkim in the Imperial Gazetteer of India as well as 
of practically all other similar accounts, wherever published. 

Hooker's description of the vegetation, and the relevant sections 
of the more recent 'A Preliminary Survey of the Forest Types of India 
and Burma' by H. G. Champion (Indian Forest ~ecords ,  N .  S. 
Silviculture, Vol. 1, No. 1, 1936) will give even a naturalist with no 
special training in botany a clear and vivid picture of conditions in 
Sikkim. 

A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  

Besides Professor Stresemann and Dr Schafer, I am indebted to so 
many for help in various ways that thanking them all individually is 
not possible. However, special mention must be made of my friend 
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Loke Wan Tho of Sin apore, who with his usual munificence not only 
kept the Sikkim Omit 1 ological Survey in the field for several months 
at a time during two separate trips, but by personally taking part 
in the second expedition, contributed substantially to the field work 
especially as regards calls and habits, and by his photography. 

To the Maharajkumar of Sikkim, Hon. Lt.-Col. P. T. Namgyal, 
P.v., o.B.E., and the former Dewan, John S. Lall, I.c.s., is due the 
credit for the original suggestion of a well-illustrated book on the 
birds of Sikkim which was readily backed up  by the State Govern- 
ment with a generous donation towards its production. To Mr La11 
as also to his successor hiIr K. R. Rustomjee, I.c.s., and to the Chief 
Secretary Rai Bahadur Densappa and ilumerous other officials of the 
Sikkim Government, high and low, I am indebted for their helpful 
co-operation and the facilities which enabled our prolonged stay and 
travel in a somewhat difficult count~y. 

Finally my thanks to Dr Biswamoy Biswas of the Zoological Survey 
of India and Dr S. Dillon Ripley of Yale University's Peabody Museum 
of Natural History for their continued help and advice, especially 
in regard to the intricacies of modern fashions in taxonomy and 
nomenclature, and to the authorities of the Chicago Natural History 
Museum for permission and facilities to study their rich collections 
of Himalayan birds, especially the Sikkim material procured by 
H. Stevens and the Suydam Cutting Expedition, which proved so 
highly rewarding. 



Tropical evergreen forest near Temi, 4-5,Onn $+ 

PLATE 5 



Moist evergreen sub-tropical forest near Kewzing, c. 7,000 ft., with 
heavily moss-covered tree-trunks and boulders, and dense under- 

growth of seedlings and ferns. Typical biotope for Micvoura wrens. 

PLATE 6 



T a s  usm IN DESCRIPTION OF A BIRD'S P L U ~ C E  AND PARTS 
1. Forehead 19. Scapulars 
2. Crown 20. Primaries (the earlier or outer- 
3. Nape or occiput; the top end most 9 or 10 visible quills of 

of the hindneck the wing) 
4. Lores (space in front of eye) 21. Outer secondal-ies (wing-quills 
5. Supercilium springing from the radius 
6. Cheeks and ulna) 
7. Ear-coverts 22. Inner secondaries 
8. Upper mandible or maxilla 23. Lesser wing-coverts 
9. Lower m,mdible 24. Median wing-coverts 

10. Culmen or upper profile of 25. Greater wing-coverts 
maxilla 26. Primary coverts 

11. Commissure or line of junction 27. Winglet or bastard wing 
of the two mandibles 28. Upper tail-coverts 

12. Rictal bristles or vibrissae 29. Tail-feathers or rectrices 
13. Chin 30. Under tail-coverts 
14. Throat 31. Tarsus 
15. Breast 39. Hind toe or first toe or hallux 
16. Abdomen 33. Inner or second toe 
17. Back 34. Middle or third toe 
18. Rump 35. Outer or fourth toe 

Sp:trrow . .. Lengtlt about 6" Cro~r. . . . Length about 17" 
Quail . . . ,* 7-8" Kite ... 21" 
Bulbul ... 8" Duck . . . 21" 
Myna . . . 9" \'illngc hen .. . , 18-30" 
Pigeon ... ,, 13" Vulture ... 36" 
Partridge . . . 13" 







a. Near Thangu, 13-14.000 ft. Temperate Zone. Junipers, conifers, and dwarf 
rhododendron scrub. 

b .  Upperreaches of Teesta River, Yakthang c. 13,000 f t .  Shingly islets suitable 
for Ibisbill nesting. 



THE EASTERN GOOSANDER 

Alergus nre~.gattser orientalis Could 
Alergus Orierttcilis Could, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lorrdorr: 1-Arnoy, Chi~ia. 

Plate 10, fig. 5 (facing 11. 81) 

F.B.I. 6:  472 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Domestic duck-. Slimmer. 
FLELD CHARACTERS: Male: Abooe, head, neck and crest black, 

glossed with metallic 
fjreen and prrple. 

Upper back glossy black; 
lower back, rump an upper tail-coverts grey, vermiculated with 
white. Tail silvery brown. Wing primaries blackish; secondaries 
white. Below, from lower neck down, white with a pale rosy salmor~ 
tint. 

In flight, general aspect black and white with narrow pointed 
red bill and red legs. 

Fenzale: Aboce, l~ead  and neck ~vfous brown; rest of upper 
y a ~ t s  mottled grey. Primaries blackisl~; secondaries white and grey. 
Tail grey-bro\vn. Beloto, sides of neck and underparts white, striped 
with grey on flanks. 

In flight the rufous head, rey back, wlute underparts, black 
and white wings and tl~in poin td  red bill and red legs are distincthre. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Uncommon winter visitor. Occasional o ~ i  
the upper reaches of the swift-flowing Teesta River. May breed in 
the Tibetan facies of N. Sikkim (?). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S I - I M  : Surnrner (breeding), Af hanistan, 
Turkestan to Tibet. Winter, along the Himalayas and eir foot- 
hills from Kashmir to Assam. 

tB, 
GENERAL H ~ B I T S :  Keeps in pairs or small paities of 5 to 8. An 

expert s\vimmer and di\~er, perfectly at home on icy torrential 
streams. Feeds nlainly on fish. for capturing which its bill is especi- 
ally adapted. Often Iiunts by concerted effort like connorants, the 
birds swimming in a semicircle from hank to bank across fast- 
flo\vil1g streams, driving the fish into the less turbulent shallows near 
the edge diving after them. When shifting its hunting grounds, 
flies low over the stream almost clipping the wavelets and is dificrilt 
to see against the background of stones and foam of the rushing 
water. Call: an occasional croak or krrr. Said to utter a soft 
plainti\le whistle during the breeding season. 

NESTING : Unrecorded witliin Sikkiln limits. 
K ~ C I A L  CH.~RACTERISTICS, \IEASURE>IENTS. ITTC: Bill quite unlike a duck's: 

loag, ,larrowr, s ~ o l l g l y  hooked at tip, and with tooth-like serratio~~s along the 
edges of the nlandibles. Legs very baclnvardly placed, as in the grebes. The 



race orieritcllis is slnaller tha11 the Europe;ul tnergurrser, \:lit11 tlre lower back and 
rurnp a pier grey. Wing d d 243-284 mln.; 9 9 189-257 Inlrl. (Fauna). 

Iris brown; bill oriurge-red, dusky at tip and 011 culmen; lower nlandil,lc 
solnetilnes fleshy or yellowisll red; legs and feet orange-red or orange-browl~. 

Se~era l  othcr species of duck, and also geese, fly over Sikkim olr 
their auh~mn and spring migrations, but owing to thr' absence of 
suitable shallow jlieels very few st011 over, and only transitorily. 
On the deeper mountain lakes and open tarns some of the diving 
ducks, e.g. Tufted Pochard (Aythya fuligula , are more regularly d seen in small numbers. In late February an early March, in two 
successive years, flocks of geese, apparently Barheads (Anser indicu.~), 
were observed flying riorthward high over Chungthang. The 
Lachen valley, above Chungthang, is said by the locals to be a 
regular flyway for ducks and geese, 11a1-titularly 011 thc 11~1\vilrd 
migration in March- April. 

Family ACCIPITRIDAE : Vultures,  Hawks 

THE PARIAH KITE 

Aliluus tnigrarzs gooinda Sykes 
Milz;us Gooirldtr Sykes, 1832, Proc. C o n l ~ ~ t .  Zool. Soc. Lorrdorl: 81-Deccan. 

THE BLACKEARED, or LARGE INDIAN, KITE 

Miluus migrans lineatus (Gray) 
Ifaliadtirs litieatus J .  E .  Gray, 1831, in Hardwickc, 111. Ind. Zool. 1 (8): 

1, pl. 18-China. 

F.B.I. 5: 122, 124 
LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE : Vulture- ; 24 inclles. 
FIELD C H A R A C T ~ S :  Ad. 1 1 1 .  gooinda: A large, more or less unit'onnly 

dark brown hawk, easily distinguished from .other similar birds by its 
forked tail, particularly conspicuous in flight. M. in. lineatus diflers 
in being larger, paler and less rufous below, and with much more 
white ill the under ~ving-coverts which show up as a conspicuous 
white patch in overliead flight. Sexes alike. 

STATrJs AND HABITAT: Not com1no11, but snlall numbers secii 
locally about the older established villages and hal,itatio~ls (Rangpo, 
Singtam, Singhik, Gangtok, Chungtliang etc.) and tlie Inore fre- 
quented nomadic yakmen's and muleteers' camp sites. The exact 
status of the two race? in Sikki~n is untlete~mined, though li~ieatrrs 
noilnally is a higher mountail1 and Palaenrctic 1,rcc-ding fonu. 
Schiifer collected a specin-ren of gozjirldu at c. 9000 ft. (Lnchen) o~r  
18 September, and several of lineutu.~ at 16,000 ant1 16,500 it. 
(Gayamtashann Tso and his 'Kiang-Lager') ill Augt~st a id  Octobcr. 
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DISTHIBUTION OUTSIJ)E SIKKIM : h4. rrl. got;i~du: Breeds practically 
througl~out India, up to c.  7000 ft. irr the Himalaya. M. m. l i n d u u :  
Chiefly Palaearc.tic; breeds frtm Siberia, China and Japan south to 
Ladakh, N. Kashrnir and Tibet. Also abo\te c. 7000 ft. in the higher 
hill ranges south of Brahmaputra River (uitle Raker). Wirrters in 
peninsular India etc. 

GENERAL EIABITS: A scuverlger a~rd comlnensal of ma1 wherever 
possible. Feeds mainly 011 carrior~ and offal; o111y occzisior~ally takm 
fledgling or sickly birds. Is a graceful and expert flier capalde of 
astonishing s eed and maneuvrability, e.g. when stoopin to lick I up garbage from the midst of a mngested bazaar. CJ a s )rill 
whistling em-wir-m'r-u;ir uttered from a perch a well as olr tlre 
wing. 

NESTING : Neither race specifically recorded in Sikkirn. Seuson- 
g m i ~ h  (W. Himalayas) March-May; lineattw' (Gyantse) April- 
May. Nest-an untidy platform of twigs, tow, leaves, rags ; I I I ~  

miscellaneous rubbish hi 11 up in a large tree. Eggs-2 to 4, vari- t able, commonly dirty pin is11 white lightly spotted arid blotched with 
reddish brown. Size: govinrZa about 53x43 mm.; lineatus about 
58 X 46 mm. 

RACIAL C:H.~I!ACTERISI.IC:S, XIk:.45UI~L.:hlENh'rs, ~ T C  : Schifer's Siklrirn skins rneri- 
sure: goliirtda 1 ' 3 ' ad. \\'ins 469 nmnr.; 1irrec1ttc.s (including specirne~is from 
adjoining S. Tibet) 5 d d ad. 482, 490, 497, 502, 515; 2 3 P ad. 486, 492 mu).  
(Stresernann). 

Iris brown; bill black; ccre, gape a11c1 extrcblne Imse of lo\ver lna~tdihle yellow 
or greenish yello\v; legs and feet pale greyish yellow. 

THE EASTERN GOSHAWK 

Accipiter gentilis schuedowi (hlenzbier) 
Astur puluntbaritrs sc11r)erlowi Menzbier, 1882, Ornith. Geoyl. Eur. 

Russl. : 49-Transbaikalia. 

F.B.I. 5 :  146 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Kite. 
FIELD C H . Q R A C T ~ S  : Above, forehead and supercilium \white. 

Crown, sides of head and neck, and nape greyish black. Hest of 
upper plumage ashy brown. be lor^;, \vhite, narrowly cross-barred 
with blackish. Sexes alike; female larger. 

I11 overhead aspect the close-barred \vhitc body and broad. rather 
blunt whitish shikra-like wings, barred ~vith brown, are suggesti1.e 
pointers. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Uncotni11o11 winter \.isitor. hleincrt~hagcr~ 
obtained a specimen at Karponang 880 ft. 011 19 December (1925) 
and saw two more on that day. On 10 -4priI (1955) I obsen~ed three 
large shikra-shaped hawks circling I~igli nbo\,e Pak>rong \vl~icll \\.ere 
evidently this species. 

D~STRIBUTION OVTSIDE SIKKIAI: Slcirrnter (breeding), Cclltral illltl 



Easten1 Asia south to the Tian Sllan and tlle NW. Himalayas. 
\Ifinter, N. India. 

GENERAL HABITS: Swoops down 011 its prey from a look-out post 
on a leafy branch and strikes it down, or pursues it with speed and 
determination close to the ground. Food: hares and other small 
mammals, and large game birds such as pheasants and junglefowl. 

NESTING : Within Indian limits has only been claimed to breed 
in Garhwal in precipitous wooded valleys close to the snowy peaks, 
but very little reliable data available. 

RACIAL CHAHAC.~EIIISTICS, XIEASUIII;JIEN.~S, EI.C : h I e i ~ l c l . t ~ l ~ i ~ g e ~ ~ ' b  Sikkiln o' 
has Wing 342 mm. 

THE BESRA SPARROW-HAWK 

Accipiter virgutus afinis Hodgson 
~Iccipiter (~fittis Hotlgror~, 1836, Berlgtrl S l~ur t i t~g  i\l(~g~~zitte. I I C M ~  series, S : 179 

-Nep:11. 

F.B.I. 5 :  161 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Very similar to a i d  easily confused with 

both the Shikra and the Spamow-Hawk. Distinguished by a broad 
black mesial stripe do\vn the white chin and throat. Sexes alike; 
female larger. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Not colninon. Meinertzhagen collected 
specimens at Gangtok, 6600 ft. and Dentam, 4700 ft. in winter 
(17 December, 9 Januaiy), and Schafer an adult female at Chung- 
thang, 5000 ft. on 25 June. Affects dense forest. 

DISTRIBUTI~N OUTSII)E SIKKIM : The Eastern Himalayas, c. 1500 
to 7000 ft., from Nepal east to China, south to Manipur; wintering 
to t,he south of its breeding range. The adjoining W. Himalayas to 
Kashmir are inhabited by the p~iler race kaslamirensis. A third 
(smaller) race, hesru, is resident in the moist forest biotope of S. India 
and Ceylon. 

GENERAL HABITS: \'cry similar to those of the Sparrow-Hawk iuld 
the Shikra of which it is in effect the forest representative. Bold 
and powerful, often killing birds ii111cll larger than itself. 

NDSTINC:: Not recorded ill Sikkini. Seasoit (in \V. Himalayas)- 
c;liiefly April-&lay. Alest-a p1atfol-m of sticks higll up in a large 
tree overlookillg a forested ravine. Eggs--3 to 5, roundish oval, 
\.ariable, commoiily bluish wl-litv freckled, blotched and smudged 
\\lit11 reddish brown at the broader end. Size about 40X 32 mm. 

I ~ A C I A L  C.HAHAC.~EIUSTIC:S, X I L . A S U R E A ~ I T N . ~ S ,  KK:: Dilt'ers fr!)ni the W. Ilillln- 

] :I~:III  r;iccb k(rs/~ntire~~sis i l l  b e i ~ ~ g  lnrlcll clilrkcr, more I~lnckish grvy al~ove.  
A,lei~~c.rtzl~:~ge~l's Sikki111 skills (2 9 9) mensure \\:i~lg 000, 21:3 111111 .  AII  :1(1111t 
fc>~n;lle collectccl 11y Schiifcr has U'ing 201 mln. 

Iris goldcl~ or or:u~gc*-yc~lIo\v; I , i l l  sliite--grcby \\.itl> Ijl:~cl\ lip: ccl.c>, I(,gi ; I I I ~ ~  

lcct Icmon ).cllow; cl:~\vs blacliisl~. 
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THE INDIAN SPARROW-HAWK 

Accitriter 11 i.w 111 elasc/tist os Hume 
Accipiter Ale/nn:llisloa Iltrlllc, 1869, Rorlgh Notes, \larclr: 12%-111trri~r of 

the I l i n i n l . ~ y ; ~ s .  

F.B.I. 5: 158 
LOCAL NAhlE : 
SIZE : Pigeon + . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Aboue, ~ l i l t ~  grey, darkest (blackish) on 

head, palest (grey) on rump. A white sulwrcilium. Tail tipfed 
whitish, with four broad black bands. Below, white to pale ru 011s 
finely striated with rufous on chin, throat and upper breast; narrowly 
barred with n~fous-brown on rest of ~~nderparts. Sexes alike; female 
larger. 

In overhead aspect the whitish narrowly barred underside and 
~aounded shikra-like wings. and the bars on the relatively longish 
tail, are conspicuous. 

Almost indistinguishable from the Sl~ikra (Acdpiter bdius)  which 
Stevens has recorded as generally distributed at moderate altitudes 
in Sikkim. I also noted it at Rangpo, Singtam, Temi-Kewzing, but 
in view of possible confusion with the sparrow-hawk sight r ~ v r d s  
are undependable. 

STATUS ANL) HABITAT: Winter visitor? All the Sikkim specimen5 
mentioned hy Stevens (Nepal-Sikkim frontier, 10,160 ft.; Rungbong 
valley 4500 ft.; Lacllung) were taken in winter (November to 
March), Blanfcrrd records sparrow-hawks (subspecies?) as common 
in the Lachen and Lachung \.alleys after mid-September (1870) 
evidently on southward migration. He llad seen none at the end 
of August in the Cho La Range. The four specimens in Schsfer's 
Sikkim collection were also obtained in winter (October, November. 
December, February)-Lachen, Lacllung, Gangtok. Against this. 
Ludlow collected a female at 11,500 ft. in Bhutan on 16 May \vith 
a fully formed oviduct egg (blue, without blotches). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Breeds in the Himalayas from 
Kashmir to Assam and north into Tibet and Yunnan, between 
4000 and 10,000 ft. Wanders into the plains in winter. The paler 
N. Asiatic race niqso~similis also winters in India. 

GENERAL HABITS : Prey  largely on small birds. Glides along at 
great speed close to the grolind, .lccelerated by spurts of rapid wing 
beats. Weaves in and out of hushes. hedges and tree-trunks in 
order to sta~npede small birds o l ~ t  of co17er. \vherenpon the sparroiv- 
hawk dashes i11 l111rsnit and strikes them do\vn. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Seclsoi~ j\V. HimalayasL 
April-June. Nest-a stick-l>llatfomi in a tree, usually a disused liest 
of a crow or other bird. Egp-noimally fonr. roundish ovals, buffy. 
reddish white or I ~ l ~ ~ i s l ~  whlte, spotted and blotched \\.ith reddish 
brown or blackish brown, wit11 seconda~?l m'lrkings of pale reddish 
or lavender grey. Size about 39x53 mm. 
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f ro~n  the Shikri~ by its much l o ~ ~ y e r  and slenderer tarsus ant1 toes, with the middle 
toe greatly exceeding the others in length. 

A4elaschistos differs from N. Asiatic i~isosimilis in being much darker above 
with the lower parts frequently m11c11 more rufous, especially in the male. 
Schafer's Sikkim examples measure : Wing 2 13 d 210, 215; 2 9 9 242, 245 mm. 
Stresemann observes that of these the males are definitely melaschistos, while i t  
is difficult to decide whether the females are this or i~isosin~ilis. 

Iris golden yellow or orange; 1)ill slaty hluc with I~lack tip; cere, legs ant1 
feet yellow; claws black. 

THE CRESTED GOSHAWK, Accipiter trivirgatm indiom (Hodgson), is 
apparently a rare resident from the foothills up to c. 6500 ft. 
Meinertzhagen obtained specimens at Dikchu and Gangtok (27 
October, 18 December). 

FIELD CIIARACTERS : Above, dark brown, with the forehead, 
crown and nuohal crest blackish grey. Below, white broadly 
streaked on breast and barred on rest of underparts with rich mfous- 
brown. Throat and under tail-coverts pure white, the former with 
:I blackish mesial stripe from chin to breast. 

Differs from the Besra Sparrow-Hawk (A. v. afinis) in its larger 
size (c.  Jungle Crow) and the possession of a short but distinct 
nuchal crest. 

A forest hawk, largely predatoly on game birds inclucling jungle- 
fowl and pheasants. 

THE LONGLEGGED BUZZARD 

Buteo rufitaus mcfinus (Cretzschmar) 
Folco ~ufinrrs Cretzschmar, 1829, in ltiippel, Atlas VGgel: 40, pi. 27-Upper 

Nilhia, Schc-ncli & Sennar, and Ethiopia. 

F.B.I. 5: 137 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE: Kite. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Similar to next, extremely variill~le, ranging 

from dark brown through reddish brown and f~~lvorls to 1):lle sandy. 
Buzzards are impossible to identify in the field with certainty as 

to species. A specimen of the above (determined by Strese~nann) was 
collected by Schsfen at Manshitang 5000 ft. in November. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: According to Stresemann only a rare winter 
visitor to the Eastern Himalayas, probably from its east Tllrkestan- 
hlongolian breeding area. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKISI : The species is fou11d from southern 
Russia to eastern Asia, and south to N. Africa. 
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THE JAPANESE DESERT BUZZARD 

Buteo buteo burmanicus Hume 
H~r teo  brrrntur~icrrs Hrlmc, 1875, Strtry Feutlrers 3 : :30 (in tcbxt)-'l'hayctrnyo, 

Upper Pe.711. 

F.B.I. 5 :  143 
LOCAL NAMES : Dan-pang-ti-on, Pang-ti-ong-nok (1,epcha). 
SIZE: Kite-. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Like a small eagle or irnmature Brahminy Kite 

(Haliastur indus). Extremely variable in coloration, from $ale, 
brown to dark brown with paler head and neck and broa blackish 
moustachial stripes. Tail pale creamy rafolls with obsolete browr-I 
bands, and a broader Inore distinct subterlninal band visible ill 
flight. Below, rufous brown except abdomen which is sometimes 
white barred with brown. Sexes alike. 

In overhead aspect the rounded expanded pale coloi~red tail, 
and whitish or dark brown half-moon-shaped patch on chestnilt- 
tinged underwing, conspicuous. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Winter visitor. Schiifer obtained specimens 
at Lachen and Gangtok in September, October, November 
(juvenile), and February 1938/39. Blanford recorded it at Yumthan? 
c. 13,000 ft. in September (1870). 

DISTRIBUTION O U T S ~ E  SIJCKIM : Summer (breeding), NE. and 
Central Asia solit11 to Tibet and Ladakh. W i n t e r ,  India, Bi~rma. 
Ceylon, hfalaysia (rare). 

Buzzards of uncertain species were frequently observed by the 
Survey-solos and pairs-behveen 5000 and 12,000 ft. elevation in 
jvinter (No\.eml>er to 3.larch) ;it Temi. Gangtok. Lachen, Lachung 
and Phalut. 

GENERAL HABITS (of buzzards in general!: Rather sluggisli. 
Usually seen perched on a stone or mound, or quartering the opener 
hillsides 50 to 100 ft. up in the air. occasionally hovering head to 
wind, and pouncing on any small animals moving on the ground 
IIelow. Food: rats, mice, young or sickly birds, lizards. snakes etc. 
Call: a long, wailing kitten-like mewing; particularly noisy in 
breeding season. Pairs much @\.en to soaring aloft and wheeling 
in wide circles, playfully da~tin and stooping at each other at 
treinendolis speed with wings pu k led in. One pair (sl~ecies ?) \\;as 
observed at this game early one December mori~ing at Phalut, 
ol~viously enjoying themse11-es tharoughl!r in the face of the icy gale 
blowing from the snow-clad AInkalli Range, nrith the thermometer 
at 30" F. in the roofed veranda of the dak bungalow! 

RACIAL C;HAHACTERISTICS, hlE.4SI:RE\lEhTX. ETC:  Scll:ifPl"~ SikLim ~ p e ~ i l l l e l l ~  
measure : 

B. r .  rrrfir~rcs: 1 d Wing 458; tail 942 Inm. 
B. 11. hrrrmanicus: \Ving 2 4 3 367, 371.; I Q 1 2 2  1 o? 400 mm. 
1311tco r.. rrrfintrc tlilfers From J3. h.  l )r~r.r~~nr~icitv chiefly in its Iong,v \vilig mrd 

relatively larger bill and feet. 
Iris l~ro\vn or yellowish bro1r.n; cere yrllo\\.: I~ill I)~.o\v~lisli slate, black at 

tip, yello\~~ish a t  1)ase of lo~vcr mandible; t:~r\r~\ partly fcatllcl-ed in front (in 
/,rrrn~ni~icrrs so~netimc~s wholly) and feet dingy lemon yello\v; cln\\.s I~lnck. 
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THE HIMALAYAN HAWK-EAGLE 

Spizaetus ilipalensis niplensis (Hodgson) 
Nistlettrs r~il)alensis Hodgson, 1936, Jour. Asicrt. Soc. Rengnl 5 : 299, 

pl. 7-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 5 :  89 
LOCAL NAME : Kanda-panthiong (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Kite+. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A slender, crested, rather vaiiably coloured 

forest eagle. Abooe, brown, with a prominent crest of a few long 
black feathers projecting almost horizontally behind hindcrown. 
Rump and upper tail-coverts baired with white. Tail dark brown, 
barred with rey and with a broad blackish subterminal bar. Below, 
foreneck an2 upper breast fulvous white, boldly black-streaked. 
Prominent blackish moustachial stripes, and a median or gular stripe 
down throat. Rest of lower pl~unage brown; posterior flanks and 
under tail-coverts barred with white. In very old birds black streaks 
on breast replaced by broken white bars. Sexes alike; female larger. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident (?). Not common, but frequent 
from c. 2000 to at least 7000 ft. altitude (Martarn, Rinchinpong, 
Gangtok). Stevens records it at 11,800 ft. (Sandakphu) in March. 
Affects forested hillsides and valleys. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S-M: The Himalayas, c. 2000 to 7000 ft., 
from Kashmir to East Assam, south to Cachar and Manipur. 
Strag ling into the plains in winter. The race kelaarti is found in 
S. In f ia and Ceylon. The species ranges east to China and Japan. 
soubh throu h the Indochinese and Malaysian subregions and 
Sulawesi (Ce 4 ebes). 

GENERAL HABITS: Bold, fierce and poweiful. Essentially a hunter, 
preying on ground game such as pheasants, junglefowl and hares, 
waiting on them in a leafy branch overlooking a 
pouncing as they come out to feed. Call: a shrill n~etallic clearint w istle. and 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Season (in W. Himalayas) 
-February to April. Nest-a large mass of sticks and twigs with 
a central depression lined with green leaves. Placed in n tall tree 
in forest, 40 to 80 ft. up. Eggs-1 or 2, normally either pale clay 
or reddish white, stippled and blotched with darker red or recl- 
brown; or white, spotted and blotched with red chiefly at  the larger 
end. Size about 70x54 mm. 

RACIAJ~ CHARACTERISI.ICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: In  the halld, distinguishnl~lc 
fro111 other hawk-eagles by the feathering of the tarsr~s running down beyond 
the first joint of the middle toe. 

.4 specimell (d ad.) collected by Schlfer in Sikkim (Marcll) has Wing 45:3 mm. 
A 9 in the British Museum has 502 nim. (oide Stuart Baker). 

Iris bright golden yellow; cerc horny slate, bill horny black; fet't dull yrllo\\, 
01.  yellowish white; claws black. 



BONELLI'S HAWK-EAGLE 

Nisa2tus fasciatus fusciutu.~ (Vieillot) 
Aqzriln fnsciatn Viaillot, 1822, Mcm. Soc. L i n i ~ .  Paris 2 (2):  152-hi011tprlli,.1., 

Francr.. 

Plate 9, fig. 5 (facing p. 80) 

P.B.I. 5 :  77 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Kite+. 
FIELD CHARACTEHS: '4 comparatively slender eagle. Aboce, dark 

umber brown. Tail dark rey above, whitish below wit11 a broad 
subterminal black band an f others narrower and ill-defined. Below, 
white to rufous-buff, streaked with I~lackish. Sexes alike; female 
larger. Young birds rufous underneath. 

Black wing-ti s slightly upturned in flight. In overheacl aspect 
silvery white bo 6 y, dark brown underwing with h e  greyish bal-ring. 
and black subterminal tail-band are suggestive pointers. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: ? Observed at Gangtok in December. Pos- 
sibly less uncommon than appears. Affects forested hillsides and 
valleys. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIAX : Throughout the Himalayas from 
Kaslmir to Assam, and eastward to S. China. Practically all penin- 
stilar India. The species is also found in S. Europe and N. Africa. 

GENERAT, HABITS : A l~olcl and powerful hunter, reyin on jungle- 
fowl, kaleej pheasants and other large Ijirds an 8 .  5mal f mammals, 
ambushing them from an overlooking leafy tree when they come 
out to feed in the T e n .  Seldom, if e\,er, descend$ to canion-eating. 
Cdl :  described as a shrill creakin cry. 

NESIWC: Not recorded in Si&m. Nest-a large stick-platfonn 
lined with green leaves, usually on a ledge of a cliff; sometimes in 
a tall tree. 

RACIAL CHAMCTEIIISTICS, mASUREMENTS, ETC: At rest the closed \ ~ i l l g ~  
reach almost to end of tail. Wing 6 d 452-520; ? 9 590-550: tnrsrls (leatlirrd) 
99-102; tail 275-288 mln. (Fnul,:~). 

Iris yellowish hr0\\11 to orange-yello\v: cere ant1 gape pale sulphur yellow; 
I i l l  l ) l~~ish gre!. ;rt I,;lsc, horny I)l;tck dist:~lly: feet p:~le sttlphur ycllo\v: C I ; I \ \ . ~  

THE BOOTED H AWK-E ACLE, H i e d  trrs penndus (Gmelin), super- 
ficially a smaller edition of Ronelli's, has also bee11 recorded and 
pl-obably has a similar status in Sikkim. 

On the wing the brown inimahlre phase looks very like an im- 
mature Brahminy Kite (Halimtur), but its relatively longer and 
markedly sql~are-ended tail (as against rounded) is usually diagnostic. 
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THE BLACK EAGLE 

Ictinaetus malayensis perniger (Hodgson) 
Aquiln Perrligrcl Modgson. 1836, . l o ~ / r .  Asiat. Soc. Bengol 5 :  227-Nepal. 

Plate 9, fig. 6 (facing p. 80) 

F.B.I. 5 :  83 
LOCAL NAMES : L:tkn:ingl>ang (Lepchn); Hiigong (Bhotia). 
size : Kite+. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: In overhead aspect the overall black plumage, 

dark underside of wings with a paler area on the primaries, nairowly 
grey-barred tail-relatively longer than in most eagles-ant1 bright 
yellow cere and feet, are diagnostic. At close range a white patch 
under the eye confinns its identity. In  sailing flight the broad M ~ ~ I I ~ S  

are held above the line of the back in n wide V, and end i l l  

rlpturned 'splayed fingers' as in a vulture. At rest their tips reacl~ 
end of tail. Sexes alike; female larger. 

STATUS ANI) HABITAT: Resident (?). Not common, but solos 
frequent between c.  1000 and 6500 ft. elevation in winter (November 
to April)-Singtam, Rdartain, Dikcl~u, Kewzing, Gangtok. Affects 
forested hillsides and valleys. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas up to c. 6000 ft. 
from Chamba to E. Assam. Also in suitable biotope in Bengal, 
central India, E, and W. Ghats to Travancore, and Ceylon. The 
species extends through Buima and the Indochinese and Malaysian 
subregions to Sulawesi (Celebes). 

GENERAL HABITS: Mostly seen on the wing quartering the forested 
hillsides back and forth and along the contours and ravines. Sails 
gracefully and effortlessly like a harrier skimming the tree-tops. 
weaving in and out of the canopy foliage, expertly side-slipping and 
diving through the branohes to avoid obstacles. These maneuvres 
are for stampeding a bird from its nest and giving away its position. 
for this eagle is a habitual n~arallder of eggs and nestlings. Food: 
mice, lizards, frogs and large insects in addition to the al~ove. Also 
kills pheasants and junglefowl. Nonnally a silent bird, but in co~lrt- 
ship aerobatics-stooping, wheeling and tumbling at each other- 
the pair utter shrill yelping cries. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim. Semon-March-April. Nest 
-a large twig strllctrlre with a central depression lined with green 
leaves etc. Placed high up in a lofty tree, well concealed in the 
foliage. Eggs-1 or 2, roundish oval, variable in coloration, com- 
monly whitish or pinkish densely stiplded and blotched with pale 
red. Size about 63 x 50 inm. 

RACIAL CHAHACTERISTICS, AlEASUIIEhIENTS, ETC: : TWO adtllt spcbcinlc311< 
collected by SchiiFer in Sikkim (April, Jlrl~e) have Wing '8' 591 : 605 mln. 

Tarsus (feathered to the toes) 69-72; tail B85-315 (Fauna).  
Irk dark brown; I>ill gree~lish to ~ > l ~ l ~ n l ) c o ~ ~ s  horn! n.itl1 I,l;~c.k tip; crre : ~ n d  

gape yellow; feet yellow; claws black. 



T H E  I - I I M A 1 , A Y A N  C R I F F O N  V I J I . T l J R E  11 

THE RINGTAILEI), o n  PAI.I,AS'S, FISHIN(: EA(;LL, H&a&trr.\ 
leuco yphw (Pallas) 

FIELD IDENTIFICATION : A large dark l~rown ea le (Kite+) with 
pale golden brown head alld a broad white ban across the tail, 
particularly conspicuous in flight. 

3 
Recorded by Stevens as 11eing o~icc. obtailied in tlie Rul~gl~olrg 

valley at c. 4500 ft. (16 June). On 22 April 195.5 an adult-pluma 
example was obsenled 1)y me flying steadily and purposdully c YC1 I I V  

North along the narrow Lachen valley, well above the river ant1 
almost on a level with Lachen village (c. 9000 ft.). Whether this 
was merely a vagrant, or thc vanguard of the presumptive summer 
migrants to the high Tibetan plateau is uncertain. Large numl)ers ol 
this eagle were reported by me' on 'trindra hogs' in the Kailus- 
Manasarowar region of western Tibet in early summer 194Fj. wliic-h. 
from the bare treeless nature of that country, could conceivably be 
non-breeding cis-Himalayan visitors. It must be left to fr~tr~rc, 
observers to determine whether these river valleys in Sikkirn (a~rd 
elsewhere in the Himalayas) are in fact, and to what extent. 1 1 5 ~ 4  

zs migration routes by this predominantly fish-eating eagle, and/or 
by other migratory birds. 

THE BLACK, OR KING, \ ~ L L ~ R E ,  Torgos calt?us (Scolmli) 
SIZE : Kite+. 
A huge black vulture with deep yello\vish red or pinkish scarlet 

naked head, neck, ear lappets and legs. In overhead aspect a 
whitish band on the underside of the rather lmintcd wings, and 
white patches on upper thighs and at 11ase of 11eck c.onspicuol~s 
and diagnostic. Met with at low elevations up to c. $3000 ft. 
(Rangpo, Sin tam, Martam), though it may wander higher tempor- 
arily in searc % of carrion. Usually solitaly or pairs at animal car- 
cases or sailing aloft. 

THE HIMALAYAN GRIFFON VULTURE 

Gyps himulayensis Hume 
Gyps himolayet~sis Hurne, 1669, Rough Notes: 12. 15-Himalayas from 

' I - ? ; I?-, ;Kal)ul . to Bhutan. 

F.B.I. 5: 13 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Much heavier than the Mfl~itebacked Vulture of the plains. 

The largest bird in Sikkim. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S :  Old birds sandy white or pale khaki; younger 

chocolate brown. Long, naked dark scrawny neck and head. In 

' Jotrr. Bombay Not .  Hisi. Soc. 46: 286-308 (1946). 
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THE BLACK EAGLE 

Zctinaetus malayensis pernige~ (Hodgson) 
Aquilo Perrligrcl Hodgson, 1896, Jorrr. Asiat. Soc. Bengcil 5 :  227-Nepal. 

Plate 9, fig. 6 (facing p. 80) 

F.B.I. 5: 83 
LOCAL NAMES : Laknangbalig (Lepch;l); Hiigong (Bhotia). 
SIZE : Kite+. 
FIELII CHARAcTEns : In ove1.11ead aspect tlle overall black p l~~mage ,  

dark underside of wings with a paler area on the primaries, narrowly 
grey-barred tail-relatively longer than in most eagles-and hright 
yellow cere and feet, are diagnostic. At close range a white patch 
under the eye confirms its identity. I11 sailing flight the broad wings 
are held above the line of the l~ack in a wide V, and end in 
r~pturned 'splayed fingers' as in a vulture. At rest their tips reach 
end of tail. Sexes alike; female larger. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident (?). Not common, h i t  solos 
freqnent between c.  1000 and 6500 ft. elevation in winter (November 
to April)-Singtam, h4artan1, Dikchu, Kewzing, Gangtok. AA'ects 
forested hillsides and valleys. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas up to c. 6000 ft. 
from Chamba to E. Assam. Also in suitable biotope in Bengal, 
central India, E. and W. Ghats to Travancore, and Ceylon. The 
species extends through Bulma and the Indochinese and Malaysian 
subregions to Sulawesi (Celebes). 

GENERAL HABITS : Mostly seen on the wing quartering the forested 
hillsides back and forth and along the contours and ravines. Sails 
gracefully and effortlessly like a harrier skimming the tree-tops, 
weaving in and out of the canopy foliage, expertly side-slipping and 
diving through the branohes to avoid obstacles. These manoeuvres 
are for stampeding a bird from its nest and giving away its position, 
for this eagle is a habitual inara~~der  of eggs and nestlings. Footl: 
mice, lizards, frogs and large insects in addition to the above. 41so 
kills pheasants and junglefowl. Nolmally a silent bird, but in conrt- 
ship aerobatics-stooping, wheeling and tumbling at each othel.-- 
the pair utter shrill yelping cries. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim. Semon-March-April. Nest 
-a large twig stn~cture with a cenbal depression lined with green 
leaves etc. Placed high up in a lofty tree, well concealed in the 
foliage. Egg-1 or 2, roundish oval, variable in coloration, com- 
monly whitish or pinkish densely stippled and blotched with pale 
red. Size about 63 x50 mm. 

RACIAL CHAHACTEnISTICS, AlEASUIIEMENTS, R T C : :  TWO adl~lt  spccilllrllr 
collected by Schifer in Silikiln (April, June) have Wing 'd' 591: 605 Inm. 

Tarsus (feathered to the toes) 69-73; tail 2381j-313 (Ziar~n:,). 
Iris dark brown; I3ill greenish to 1311l1nl~c~o1ls hol.n!. \\,it11 11l;lc.k tip; crre ;und 

gape yellow; feet yellow; claws black. 



THE RINGTAILEI), OH ]'ALI..AS'S, FISHIN(: KA(;LL, Hdiagf t4 .$  
leucoryplttls (Pallas) 

FIELD IDENTIFICATION: A large dark I~rowll ea le (Kite+) with 
pale golden brown head a i d  a broad white ban across the tail. 
particr~larly conspicuous in flight. 

8 
Recorded by Stevens as I~eing oircc ohtailled irr tlle Rui~gho~rg 

valley at c. 4500 ft. (16 une). On 22 April 1955 an adult-pluma I example was o b s e ~ ~ e d  )y me flying steadily and purl~osef~~lly c f"! II( 

North along the narrow 1,achen valley, well abwe the river ancl 
almost on a level with Lachen village (c. 9000 ft.). Whether this 
was merely a vagrant, or the vanguard of the presumptive sumrner 
migrants to the high Tibetan plateau is uncertain. Large numl)ers of 
this eagle were reported by me' on 'tundra bogs' in the Kai1:i.s- 
Manasarowar region of westenl Tibet in early summer 194Fj. wllicl~. 
from the bare treeless nature of that country, could conceivably he 
lion-breedjng cis-Himalayan visitors. I t  ]nust be left to f r ~ h ~ r e  
observers to determine whether these ri\,er \!alleys in Sikkirn (ar~tl 
elsewhere in the Himala as) are in fact, and to what extent, used 
as migration routes by J i s  predomi~lantly Rsh-eating eagle, and/or 
by ot,her migratory birds. 

THE BLACK, OR KING. VIJLTURE, T0rgo.s ca1t1u.s (Scolmli) 
SIZE: Kite+. 
A huge black vulture with deep yello\vish red or pinkish scarlet 

naked head, neck, ear lappets and legs. I n  overhead aspect a 
whitish band on the underside of the rather pointed wings, and 
white patches on upper thighs and at I~ase of 11ech conspicuor~s 
and diagnostic. Met with at low elevations up to c. 3000 A. 
(Rangpo, Sin tam, Martarn), thou h it may wander higher tempor- a 
cases or sailing aloft. 

k arily in searc of carrion. Usual y solitary or pairs at animal car- 

THE HIMALAYAN GRIFFON VULTURE 

Gyps himalayensis Hume 
Gyps hin~olayetlsis Hurne, 1669, Rouqh Notes: 12. 15-Himalayas from 

' : ! i ,Kabr~l  to Bhutan. 

F.B.I. 5 :  13 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Much heavier than the Whitebacked Vulture of the plains. 

The largest bird in Sikkim. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Old birds sandy white or pale khaki; younger 

chocolate brown. Long, naked dark scrawny neck and head. In  

Jottr. Botnbou Not.  Hisl .  Soc. 46: 286-308 (1946). 
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overhead aspect lar e size, pale underside, black tail, and black 
trailing edges to $e broad wings ending in 'splayed fingers' 
diagnostic. Sexes alike. 

STATUS ANI) HABITAT: Coinrnon in the mountains and practically 
the only vulture at 6000 to 16,000 ft. and higher Gangtok, Laohen, \ Lachung, Phalut, Gayamtasliana Tso). Roosts on c iffs. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIAI: R4ountains of Central Asia, and 
throughout the higher Himalayas. 

GENERAL HABITS: Purely a carrion feeder, with an enormous daily 
cruising range in searoll of food. Often seen along the regular trade 
routes to Tibet attracted by carcases of pack animals and others that 
have fallen by the wayside. A party of birds will frequently soar 
and circle majestically on motionless wings at dizzy heights above 
the mountain-tops, looking like midges in the sky. Such manmuvres 
can have no connexion with food-finding, and are obviously purely 
for fun. 

NESTING : Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. Seasorl-January 
to March/April. Breeds in colonies on cliffs and recipices, using 
the same sites year after year. Nest-a rough unti $ y pad of sticks 
and rubbish placed on n ledge. Egg-a singleton, white, usually 
unmarked; sometimes with reddish blotches. Size about 95 x 70 mm. 

RACIAL CHI\RACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Larger than the  Fulvolrs 
\Ti~lture (Qps  friloescerls) and with broader shaft-stripes on the lower plumage. 
T h e  Fauna gives its measuremcnts as :  Wing 755-805; tail 365-402 mm. SchKfer 
collected 5 sproirncns at  Gavan~tashana Tso, c. 16,000 feet N. Sikkim, Ailgust 
1938. They measure (linear undcr wing) 1 5 ad. 765: 1 o? ad. 740; 1 imm. 
755; 2, 002 735, 750 mm. 

Iris dull yellow or pair brown; hill horny green; cere pale bro\\rl> or greenish 
brown; legs n l ~ d  feet clingy grey or nrhitish. 



T H E  ~ X h l h l ~ n c ; ~ l ~ l \  13 

Gypaitw. barbatus uureus (Halblixl) 
\'ultrrre (itireus llall~lizl, 1783, Netre Nard. Beytr. 4 :  64-Pruvirlcc ul C;rlarr. 

N .  I'ersi;~. 

P.B.I. 5 :  26 
LOCAL NAME : Cha-ko (Tibetan). 
s r z e :  About the same as the Griftoil Vulture; less heavy. Willg 

span c. 9 ft. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Eagle-like, wit11 cream-coloured feathered 

liead and neck. Aboue, deep silvery grey and black, streaked wit11 
white. Below, pale orange-creamy with a broken blackish gorget 
on breast. A tuft or 'goatee' of hair-like feathers at chill cunspicuous 
in profile. In overhead flight h e  longish wedge-shaped tail and 
namow pointed wings diagnostic. Young birds very dark-plumaged, 
with head almost black. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Resident. Common, but not abundant, 
between c. 4000 and 16,000 ft., and soaring to over 24,000 ft. 
(Gangtok, Lachen, Lachung, Langii La, Gyagong, Gayamtashana 
Tso). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: SE. Europe to the Himalayas from 
Kashinir to Assam. The species occurs also UI Africa east to 
S. Arabia. 

GENERAL HABITS : A tiinid carrion-feeder which, in spite of allega- 
tions, has never beell authel~ticated to attack living prey. Quarters 
enormous tracts of mountain and \.alley in majestic sailing flight, 
scanning the countryside for food. The priinaries produce a loud 
droning sound as the bird glides past. Apparently the purpose of 
sailing along a narrow river valley or defile, as so commonly wit- 
nessed, is to strike a thermal current upon which the bird immediately 
spirals upward to considerable heights. It would seem also that this 
is done to a regular daily chronmneter schedule. Food: largely 
bones carried up in the feet and repeatedly dropped on rocks from 
a height until they are splintered to bits that can be swallowed. 
Also joins Griffons and ravens at animal carcases. Walks on the 
ground with a slow dignified eagle-like gait, similar to the Neophron 
vulture's. Very silent, only rarely uttering a squeal. Indul es in 
extravagant courtship serohatics w l ~ m  a rhai-p guttural cry f d k ,  
koolik has been recorded. 

NESTLNG : Seasotl-December to February/hlarcli. Nest-a inas- 
si1.e untidy collectioil of sticks. 11one.i. rcraps of mammal skin and 
other rubbish, on a ledge or in a niche oli a precipitous cliff. Eggs- 
1 or 2, pale greyish rusty, blotched n ~ i d  spotted with \-arious reds. 
Size about 85 ~ 6 8  inm. 

~ A C : I A L  CH.~H,\C:.TEIIIS.I.ICS. >II.:I\\CRE\II.:K.I s, I;.I(- : S~I .CSCIII :~I~I I  Illen\ures 3 
sl,ecil~l(,ns collec.tc-tl 1,). Schiilcr i l l  N. Sikkin~ tlinctnl. u110cr \ving) ;IS fo l lo \~s :  

3 o" ,j' at l .  785, 808: 1 d ~lr;~rly ; ~ l .  803: 1 3 irn~n. 805: 1 0':' 79:3 nlln. T\\-c? 
specinlens collected in  Sikkiln I)?  h I r ~ n e r t z h ; t g ~ ~ ~  ~ncn.;u~.c.cl (in tllc Iiesl~l : \Ving 

85:3 11111,., i; 812 Inn. Esp;~~lse d 2,785 111111., '2 2.665 mm. Sikki~n bird> 
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do lint tlilt'er in size or colo~lr irol~r the Er~rope:ul-W. Asiatic populatiott. TIIC 
race inhabiting thc t~lountaias of Turkestall. Altai elc. is larger: according to 
Stegmann Wing (50 dd) 81.3-893 (av. 860j nen. nyaiust atireus 780-852 
(av. 808) mm. 

Iris outer ring scarlet, i1111er khaki; hill horny brow~l, g r ~ ~ l l i s h  plurnl~t~)l~\  
at basc; lect grey; claws plu~nl~eous. 

Harriers lire slender, graceful liawks unmistakable flwn their habit 
of gliding buoyantly on motionless outspread pointed wings cltm 
to the ground up and down with the contours, skimming the grassy 
or scrub-covered hillsides. From time to time they drop on lizards, 
insects, mice and small birds which are disposetl o f  on the spot 
before resuming the hunt. 

Stevens included four species as winter visitors in his list for the 
Sikkim Himalayas of which he considered 'the commonest' to be- 

THE HEN HARRIER, C i r m  cymew c anew (Linnaeus) 
FIELD ILIENTIFICATION: gf a slender as r ly grey hawk with black tips 

to its narrow wings. 9 brown with a conspiaious white patch on 
rump. 

The only occasion on which the Survey came across any harrier 
in Sikkim between November and April was at Phalut, 11,800 ft., 
in December-a single bird of undetermined species. Neither 
hleineltzhageli nor Schiifer o1,tained any specimens; therefore it is 
evident that the birds are by  110 means cornmoll, and lmsibly orlly 
odd trailsiei~ts occur on passage. 

THE CRESTED SERPENT EAGLE 

Spilornis cheela chela (Latham) 
Falco Clieeln L:ltham, 1790, 111de.y Ornitl~. 1 :  14-India (=I,ucknow vide 

It7. Id. Sclater). 

F.B.I. 5 : 96 
LOCAL N A M E :  

SIZE : Kite + ; hea\.ier. 
FIELI) CHARAC.TERS: A large clnrk hrown eagle n7ith round. full. 

black-and-white crest (\.er!r pro~ninent when erected); a conspicuous 
yellow patch at base of I3ill (rere). aud r~nfeathered yellow legh. 
Underparts pale ful\.ous brown, t~el la ted and finely barred with 
l~lack and white. In o\-erhei~d aspect the light coloured body, broad 
rounded wings \vith :i hrnad white bal. along their entire length and 
a second l e ~ s  defined. a broad whitish band across tail and anotl~er 
ill-defined near its base, are tliagnostic pointers. Scses alike, but 
coloration vely \'xiable individually. 



s~rA.Ius AND HABITKIT: Coin1110n ;11id gei~erally distributed ill tile 
foothills and up to c.  7000 ft. elevation ( R m g p ,  Singtain, Martam, 
Kewzing, Singhik, Gangtok). Affects forested hillsides and valleys. 

UISTHIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIA~I: W. Pakistal~ and N. 111dia froin 
Kaslimir to Assam north of the Brahinaputnl River; wiiitering soutl~ 
to the Cangetic Plain. Other races in peninsular 11ldia and Ceyloll. 
The species extends through the Ii~dochiilese and Alalaysiail sub- 
regions to the Hiu Kiu Islands aild Philippines. 

GENERAL HABITS: Sits upright in a lugh leafy tree overlooking a 
clearing or stream ~ 1 1 1 ~ 1  pounces on prey moving on the ground- 
snakes, lizards, frogs; occasionally also small mammals and game- 
birds such as junglefowl. Pairs inuch given to soaring aloft in circles, 
uttering the chnracteiistic whistling screains kek-kek-kek-kee, These 
art: prefaced by a quick-repeated shost whi-tohi or p - p - p u  in under- 
tone, audible oi~ly at slioi-t range. Particularly noisy when breeding. 

NESI'ING: Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. sea so^^ (W., 
Himalayan foothills)-March to May. Nest-a large structure of 
sticks, sometimes linecl with green leaves, l igh  u p  in a tree in or 
near it forest clearing. Egg-a singletoi~, variable ill colour ailcl 
markings, mostly creamy or yello\vish white boldly blotched wit11 
reddish bluwn. Size about 72 x 56 mm. 

HACIAL CHAIIAC;.I.EHIS.~I.(:S, MEASUIIEMENTS, E.IC 3 'The Faillla gives the Ilie;usurc- 
mcnts (d 2 )  ;IS: Win% 468-507; ta~sus 100-10-3; tail 295-315 mnl. 

An adult 6 collectecl I)y Schiifer (Gangtok, 23 March) has Wing 419; ill 
another d recerltly ol~tuined by Dr llipley in central Nepal it is 495 mm. 

Iris yellow wit11 I,row~~isll ~nott l i l~g;  sr1praort1it.11 skin, eyelicls n~id  cere yello\v, 
I i l l  basally plu~nl~eous, clis~;~llj- black; legs and rect clirty yellow; cliiws I)lack. 

THE HIMALAYAN FALCONET 

Microhierax caertllescerzs cnerrilescens (Linnaeus) 
l~o lco  c:cterrilc.vc.et~s Lin~lavr~.;, 1758, Syst. Nnt. ,  ctl. 10,  1 :  88-?Zsi;u=Ue11gal 

ex Ec1w;urcls pl. ION. 

Plate 9, fig. 7 (facing p. 80) 

F.B.I. 5 :  52 
LOCAL NAME : Ching-fin-ilyel (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Between Sparrow and Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A diminutive black ant1 white falcon, \w.y 

shrike-like when perched and in silhouette. Pointed wings ant1 
flight-a series of rapid fluttering flaps follo~ved 1)y a graceful glide- 
iemiiiiscent of the Asliy Swallow-Shrike (Ar ta~nrr~ fu.s.crrv). Tail p;i~.tly 
spread in flight, scluare-ended and rather triang~~lar, wit11 apeu at Ixt\e 
like a barbet's, but proportionately longer. Above, glosqy black. 
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Forehead and sides of face white with a prominent black band 
through the eye and a broad white collar on hind-neck. Below, chin, 
throat, thighs and under tail-coverts deep ferruginous. Rest of lower 
plumage white suffused with rust. Sexes alike; female larger. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resider~t ?). Not common, but frecluerlt in 
the Teesta Valley at low altitu d es-up to c. 2000 f t  (Hangpo, 
Singtam). Affects the outskirts of forest and old cultivatio~~ clearillgs 
with tall dead trees to serve as foraging bases. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayan foothills and terai 
from Kumaon to Assam. The species extends to Burma, Thailand 
and south Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS: Pairs or small ~arties. Sits upright like a shrike r oil the bare topmost branches of ta 1 trees. Predatory on dragonflies, 
beetles, buttedies, large grasshoppers, etc. Also takes lizards and 
small birds. Swoops to the ground to pick them off, or ca ltures 
them in its talons in mid-air, circling back to its base very iike a 
Swallow-Shrike, and with a steep upward rlide before alightin . 

f t Insect held under foot, win s pulled off and ropyed to the groun a , 
and body torn to pieces be ore swallowing. Like Artatnw, it is one 
of the few birds that habitually take butterflies. 
swings tail slo\vly up and down like the Blackwinged When Kite (E Ilfrched, nus) 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim and very little known except that 
it lays i n  disused barbet-holes etc. in trees. 

RACIAL CHARACTENSTLCS, hlEASUnEMENTS, ETC : A ~pecilnen ( Q ) collected by 
the Sikkim Survey measures: \Iring 110; ])ill (from cere) 11; tarsus 25; tail 63 
Inln. T\vo specimet~s taken rccerltly by Dr Ril~ley in E. Nepal Wing 2 
101; Q 110 mm. 

Iris bro\vn; cere dark I)ro\vn: bill I);isally yellowish green, distally black; 
legs and feet blackish slate. 

The English name 'Redlegged Falconet' con11no111y used lor this I~ird is in- 
correct and misleading. 

THE SHAHIN FALCON 

Falco peregril~us peregrinator Sundevall 
Fnlco peregrit~otor Simdevall, l S X ,  Physiogr. Siillsk;~pets Tidssh. 1 (2):  

11'7, pl. 4-at sea i l l  Jat. 6" 20' N. I>ct\veen Ceylon ar~d Suniatm, '70 S\{.edish 
niiles (=YO0 Enylisl~ miles! off the NicoLars. 

F.B.I. 5 :  34 
LOCAL NAAIB: 
SIZE : House Crow + . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A po\verful, broad-shouldered. streamlined 

hawk with long pointed \vings and swift direct flight. Aboce, slaty 
blue with black head. Relorc., pinkish \vhitc and rusty red, boldly 
cross-barred with black from abdomen do\vn. A dark rnoustachial 
stripe on either side of throat. Sexes alike, b u t  female appreciably 
larger. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: ? Rase, but possibly resident and breeding 



on suitable crags. A fine exa~nple was obtained by Colonel 
Meinertzhagen's shikari at c. 9000 ft. elevation near Lachung 
(21.ii.1952). A few unconfirmed sight records between November and 
April at 5000 to 8000 ft. Affects rugged mountainous country. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKUM: Throughout the Indian Union, 
Pakistan and Ceylon; east to China. The Peregrine, in several other 
races, is a Holarctic breeding species found in the Americas, Europe, 
Asia, Af~ica and Australia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Predatory on pigeons, chukor, pheasants and 
other birds. Stoops on them obliquely from aloft with tremendous 
velocity, striking in mid-air with the powelful hind claw. Flight 
extremely fast and direct-a few rapid wing beats followed by an 
arrow-like glide. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Season-March to May. Nest 
-a stick-platform lined with wool and grass. Placed in a traditional 
site on a ledge or niche in a cliff-face. Eggs-3 or 4, variable, pale 
stone colour to brick-red, blotched and spotted with brick-red or 
reddish brown. Size about 52x41  mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : 'I'he N. Asiatic race calirlus. 
which migrates to India in winter is ~ a l e r  above and white or almost white on 
the barrecl underparts. 

The Fauna gives Wing d d 265-295; $2 9 31.2-342 mm. Col. ~einertzhagen's 
Sikkim skin (d )  measures: Wing 295; expanse 911 mm. 

Iris brown; bill bluish slaty, base of lower mandible yellowish; cere yellow; 
legs and feet dull chrome yellow to orange-yellow; claws horny black. 

THE HIMALAYAN KESTREL 

Falco tinnuncutus interstinctus McClelland 
Fulcv irrlerslir~ctus McClellaritl, 1840 (1889), I'roc. 2001. Soc. lor id or^, pl. 

7 : 154-Assnm. 

F.B.I. 5: 62 
LOCAL NAME : Ting-kyi (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Pigeon. 
FLELD CHARACTERS: Male: Aboue, crown, nape and sides of neck 

ashy grey, finely streaked with blackish. A blackish cheek stripe. 
Back, scapulars and wing-coverts bright brick-red with pear-shaped 
black spots. Rump, upper tail-coverts and tail grey, the last tipped 
white and with a broad black subterminal bar. Below, vinous bufl, 
streaked on breast and spotted on abdomen with black. 

Female: Above, including crown and nape, pale rufous, cross- 
barred on back with black. Below, paler than in male and \\lit11 the 
markings denser and more brown. Also sliglltly larger. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: According to Stevens resident in the 
Hungbong Valley from 5000 ft. upwards. The Sikkim Survey came 
across it sparingly from c, 1000 ft. to 11,800 ft. between November 
and April (Rangpo, hdartam, Dikchu, Gangtok, Gezing, Kewzing, 
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Phalut). Meinertzllagcr~ rcx~)rclcul it l)etww~r 4000 a~rd 12,.500 ft. 
(Char~gu) in winter, and F. N. Betts at 13,000 ft. Than u) in May. 

Affects open scrubby hillsides wit11 crags etc.; a so fa1 tnv trrraced 
cultivation. 

1 4  
L)ISTHIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIAI : Surrrirter (breeding), Ce~~ t ra l  a~ ld  

E. Asia, Tibet, E. Himalayas, Assam, Bunna. Wit~ter, pnillsular 
India and Ceylon. The European-West Asiatic-W. Himala an norni- 
nate race is also a winter migrant to pet~inslllar India. d le species 
is widespread over Europe, Africa, Asia, east to Japalr; wintering 

"south to the Philippines. 
G E N ~ L  HABITS : Usl~ally SWII silrgly perched cnl a lrigll cliff or 

dead tree whence it pounces on crc-ping prey. Has jealo~lsly 
guarded feeding temtories. Also quarters the hillsides for booty 
stopping dead in mid-air now and again, head to wind, lnwerirlg tnl 
rapidly beating wings for Inany s m n d s  at a time while intently 
scanning the ground below. When the cluan-y is sighted, the bird 
drops silently on it and bears it away in its talons. Food: lizards, 
mice, large insects and small birds. C d l :  a sharp kd-ki-lci or tit . . . 
wee uttered on the wing. In the breeding season pairs indulge 
in a spectacular aerobatic display, stooping and darting at a c h  
other and zooming upward in their stride, and hovering prettily on 
vibrating wings. 

NESTING : Season-April to June. Nest-a sparse collection of 
twigs, roots and rubbish in a hole in a cliff. E g g s 4  to 6, roundish 
ovals, pale pinkish or yello\vish stone, profusely specklet1 and blotched 
with \rarious reds. Size aboi~t 40x 32 mm. 

RACIAL CHAIIAC~ENI.SII(:S, AIEASUI~EAI~:NTS, ~l.(.: hlucll darker al,ovc and belorv 
than the European-We;t Hilnalayan tint~urtculus. .4 specimen collrctd by the 
Sikkin~ Survey ( 9) measures Wing 260; I,ill (from ccre) 22; tal.sl15 .41.5: tail I79 
min. Hartert (Vog. pal. Fauna) gives for saturc~tus (=irrlur.stitrcllr.s) \l.'i~ry 
d d 230-240; 5' 9 240-260 inm. 

Nine exainples collectecl by Schiifer in Sikkirn Letwtxm 15 Octobi*r and 3 
December (Lachen, Manshitang, Lachung, Gangtok) have l m n  determined by 
Stresemann as of the paler race tii~r~trnculw. He measures these: Wing 2 atl. 
d d 241, 252; 2 ad. 9 0 256, 257; 1 $ juv. 274; 4 oo? juv. 055, Z56, 280. 
265 mm. The status of the two races here needs to be elucidated. 

Iris dark brown; eyelids a~ltl cere chrome yellow; bill I~lr~ish grey I~lack at 
top of upper mandible ant1 r.orrlmissurr; leg\ and lect cllrome yello\$f: clau~b I)lacl. 
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Family PHASIANIDAE : Pheasants,  Partridges,  Quails 

THE SNOW PARTRIDGE 

L e w a  lerroa (Hodgson) 
Perdix lericu Hodgson, 1853, i'rnc. 2001. Soc. Lonclotl, pt. 1 : 107--Northern 

region of Nepal. 

Plate 10, fig. 3 (facing p. 81) 

F.B.I. 5 :  433 
LOCAL NAME : 1,enva (Bhutia). 
SIZE : Partridge + . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A gregarious high altitude partridge with 

bright red legs and bill. Abme, closely barred black and white. 
Belozu, largely deep chestnut, broadly streaked with whitish on 
abdomen and flanks. Under tail-coverts chestnut, streaked with 
black and tipped with whitish. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Not uncommon a t  elevations 
between 10,000 and 15,000 ft. in winter (Singalila Ridge, T,hangu, 
Yurnthang, Changu); hi3her in summer. Afiects alpine pastures, 
open hillsides above the tree-line covered with grass, lichen, ferns 
and rhododendron bushes and frequently interspersed with snow 
patches. Characteristic facies normally less bare and stony than of 
the Snowcock. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSLDE S ~ I M :  The Himalayas from Afghanistan 
to Sikkim, S. Tibet to W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in coveys of up to 20 birds or more 
which, when flushed, rise with a wliilring and clapping of wings 
and scatter. Both Meiile~tzhagen and Ludlow describe them as 
tame and stupid birds, permitting themselves to be approached and 
fired at again and again till an entire covey may be wiped out. 
They are good eating. Call: a loud harsh whistle. Food: lichen, 
moss and vegetable shoots etc. with which a large amount of grit 
is swallowed. 

NESTING: Not specifically recorded from Sikkim. Elsewhere 
season-May to July. Nest-a scrape on the ground, under cover 
of a rock or bush, well liiled with moss and leaves. E g g s 4  to 5, 
smaller editions of those of the Sno\vcock, measuring about 
55 x 36 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, ILIEASUI~EMENTS, ETC : hfei~lertzhngen gives for 14 
Sikkim d J Wing 18:3-194; hill 81.5-25.5 Inm. A ; collected 1)y the Survey 
mensurecl Wing 185, bill 24; tarsl~s 33; t ;~i l  108 mnl. 

Iris rcildish brown to bloocl red; bill lxight caul red; 1i.g~ and feet orange-red 
to deep red, brightest in hreecling senson. 
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THE SIKKIM SNOWCOCK 

Tetraogallzcs tibetanus uquilonifer R. & A. Meinertzhagen 
?'etruogal!us tibeturlus arluiloriifer R.  (k A. Meincrtzliagen, 1926, Bull. Brit.  

0 r n .  CI. 46:  99-111terior 01 Sikkim. 

F.B.I. 5 :  432 
L O C ~  NAMES: Hrak-pa (Bhutia); Lapeha kengmo or kongmo 

IS. Tibet). ' 
SIZE : ' ~ a r ~ e  domestic hen + . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A stout, dumpy, grey, black, white and chestnut 

game bird rather like a giant Grey Partridge. In overhead flight 
against a bright sky, edges of wings translucent white. Male: Aboee, 
crown, nape and hindneck grey. Back and rump grey with pale 
vermiculations, the rump scalloped with buff. A pale buff collar or 
lunar band across upper back and shoulders. Upper tail-coverts and 
central tail feathers rufous, with narrow wavy bands of blackish 
grey. A prominent white wing-patch. Below, chin, throat and 
breast white, separated by a black-edged grey band from rest of 
underparts which are white boldly streaked with black, broadest on 
flanks and lower abdomen. 

Female: Similar, but grey breast-band with pale fulvous 
vermiculations and (white) neck and breast mottled with brownish. 

S T A ~ S  AND HABITAT: Resident in the Tibetan plateau facies of 
Northern Sikkim, 15,000-17,000 ft. (Thangu, Gyagong). Affects bare 
rocky sparsely scn~bbed hillsides and alpine pastures. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKICIM: Immediately adjacent S. Tibet. 
Overall, the species is found from the Pamirs through Tibet to 
western China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in pairs or parties of 3 to 5; usually shy 
and wary. When alarmed, runs uphill with a waddling, rather 
goose-like gait, tail partially'erected, displaying the white under tail- 
coverts prominently, and jerked now and again in the manner of a 
waterhen. hiiounts a rock before taking off and coasts effortlessly 
on open wings in and out with the contours d the hillsides, or long 
distances across the valleys and from ridge to ridge. Cull: a wild 
prolonged and penetrating whistle of several notes (usually 5) 
repeated with great persistence from a commanding rock; in cadence 
some\vhat reminiscent of the Common Green Pigeon's call, in quality 
the Curlew's. The calls can be easily imitated, and serve to decoy 
the birds. When flushed and flying off in alarm a continuous cackle 
is uttered. Food: bulbs, tubers, roots, grass blades etc. along ~vith 
which a great deal of grit is swallowed. An unpleasant peculiarity 
of the bird is the foul odour or 'stink' that enlanates from the flesh, 
othenvise good eating, within a short time after it has been killed. 

 STING: Not specifically recorded from Sikkim. In adjacent 
Tibet seasotl--chiefly May-June. Arest-a 'scrape' under protection 
of a rock or bush. usually lined nith dead leaves and grass. Eggs- 
4 to 6, pale yello\vish stone colour to rich reddish-b~~ff. scantily 
s~o t t ed  with reddish brown, often more heavily at the snldler end. 
Size about 70X 50 mm. 



22 P H A S I A N I D A E  

RACIAL CHAR.~CTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Tibetan Snowcock ( T .  
tibetanrcs) differs from the West Himidayan T. hirnalayerasis in having the lower 
breast and abdomen white, streaked wid1 black, as against uniform dark grey in 
the latter. Aquiloilifer of Sikkim is darker than the other races (e.g. tibetcir~tis 
arid centrtllis) on head, nape and Lack with the white of the throat more restticted. 
There is no  difference in size. A C collected by Schafer at Gyagong has Wing 
271 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny purple, orangered at base; orbital skin and eyelids 
slaty blue; legs and feet dull orange to deep red. 

THE COMMON HILL PAHTRIDGE 

Arborophila torqueola torqueola (Valenciennes) 
Pertlia tor,queolrr Yalenciennes, 1856 (18851, Dict. Sci. Nat., ( id .  Levmult), 

38 : 435--Rcngnl. 

Plate 10, fig. 2 (facing p. 81) . 

LOCAL NAMES : Peura (Nepali); Kohumbnt (Lepcha); Sipung-lulu 
(Tibetan). 

SIZE: C. Grey Partridge or half-grown domestic fowl. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A dumpy, short-tailed, olive-brown partridge. 

Male: Abme, olive-brown mottled with black and chestnut, and 
with a bright chestnut cap. A patch of bare crimson skin round eye. 
Below, chin and throat black. with a white moustachial streak. Breast 
grey, separated from black throat by a white band. Rest of under- 
parts grey and white with some chestnut on the flanks. 

Female: Aboue, similar but with crown brown, streaked with 
black. Below, chin and throat iufous, spotted with black. Breast 
brownish; throat-band chestnut instead of white. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common between about 6000 and 
9000 ft. elevation (Chungthang, Lachen, Gangtok, Kewzing, 
Pemionche). A specimen was obtained by Stevens at Gnatong c. 
12,000 ft. (now in Chicago Museum of Natural History). Affects forest 
broken up by ravines etc. with heavy evergreen undergrowth. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas between c. 4000 
and 12,000 ft. from Garhwal to E. Assain, north of the Brahmaplltra. 
The species ranges west to Chamba, east to Buima, Yunnan, Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Gregarious. Keeps in coveys of 5 to 10 birds 
in dense undergl-owth, scratching for food amongst the mulch and 
humus on the forest floor-seeds, shoots, berries and insects. Trusts 
to its legs for escape, but when suddenly flushed, as by a dog, flies 
strongly, maneuvring its way with ease through tree-trunks and 
other obstacles, often taking refuge up in a leafy branch. Roosts 
at night in trees, the covey sitting huddled together. Call: a 
single low mounlfl~l whistle c.  1:; seconds long, repeated e\lery 2 or 
3 seconds, reminiscent of the awkward intake whistle of a beginner. 
Also a 2- or 3-noted low whistle repeated 3 or 4 times in ascending 
scale, ending abn~ptly. Particularly vocal in the mon~ings and 
evenings. 



NESTING : Sea~on-April to June. Nest-normally a scrape ilr the 
ground lined with grass and leaves, iri forest undergrowth. Eggs- 
3 to 5, white, glossy, allout 45x34 mm. 

RACIAI. CHARACTEHISTICS, hlEASUREMENTS, E1.C: S p c ~ i l n ~ n s  ob~a incd  1))' DT 
Biswas measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
1 d 157 22.5 45 70 rnm. 
1 9  144 21 41 59 mm. 

A Sikkim series in Schiifer's collection givcy Wing 7 d :t 151-160 (av. 15'3.7): 
1 9 144 mm. 

Iris brow11 to crimson-brown; hill dark I~rown to black; orbital skin dusky 
pink to crimson-red, legs and feet olive-brown to livid grey. 

BLYTH'S, OR THE RUFOVSTHROATEII HILL PARTRIDCE, Arborophilu 
rufogzdaris ~ufogularis (Blyth), is a fairly common resident of a 
generally lower altitudinal zone, between c. #3000 and 8000 ft. The 
Survey collected no specimens, but I have examined several in the 
Chicago Museum of Natural History obtained at Lingtarn (5500- 
6000 ft.) by the Suydam Cutting Expedition, including a breeding 
female of 26 February (1931). 

FIELD IDENTIFICATION: Mule differs from totgueda in having the 
crown olive-brown instead of bright chestnut, stippled with black; 
throat nifous instead of black, with a black band separating it from 
the grey breast, instead of white. 

Female differs from male in having sparser black spots on chin 
and throat, and more white drops on breast and abdomen. 

DISTRIBUTION: Kumaon east to the hlishmi Hills, between C.  
4000 and 8000 ft. elevation. 

A third species, THE REDB~ASTED HLL PARTRIDGE, ArborophiIa 
nuztzdellii Hume, occupies an altitudinal zone that descends still 
lower-to c. 1000 ft. Its ceiling is about the same as that of 
t u i f o g d ~ .  H. Stevens procured a specimen at Lingtam (c.  6000 ft.) 
on 29 February (1931), now in the Chicago Museum. 

FIELD IDENTIFICATION : $ 9 crown and nape dull chest~~ut-brown. 
Dark grey superciliary stripes from eyes continued behind to meet 011 

upper hindneck. Lower neck (all round) and upper back reddish 
chestnut with black spots. Rest of upper parts olive, spotted and 
narrowly scalloped with black. Beloro, chin and throat pale olive- 
chestnut followed by white and black rings. A small white mous- 
tachial streak. Upper breast deep chestnut; lower breast to vent 
grey; flanks with some chestnut, and spotted with white. Under 
tail-coverts olive, with white spots and rufous mottling. 

DISTRIBUTION: Hills north of Rrahmaputra River from Sikkim to 
the Mishmis and SE. Tibet. 1000 to 8000 ft. or higher. 



24 P I I A S I A N I D A E  

THE BLOOD PHEASANT 

Ithagillis crrrer~t~is ufinis Beebe 
Ithogillis cr~rcrltlrs clfinis Beehe, 1012, Zoologica 1 : 91-British Sikki~n. 

Plate 10, fig, 4 (facing p. 81) 

F.B.I. 5:  352 
LOCAL NAMES : Chilme, Cliilmili (Nepali); Samk, Semu, Soomoong- 

pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Domestic fowl. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Male (illustrated) : Overall grey above, 

yellowish grey below, streaked with yellowish. Forehead black; chin 
and throat crimson. Upper breast splashed with crimson. Crimson 
on wing-shoulders, under tail-coverts and in tail. 

Female: General plumage finely vermiculated bright rufous- 
brown. ' Feathers of face and sides of head light ochre, contrasting 
with grey crown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common and abundant at elevations between 
c.  8500 and 15,000 ft., not descending much lower even in winter 
(Lachen, Lachung, Zemu, Dombang, Changu, Singalila Ridge, 
Thangu, Yumthang, Gnatong). Schafer obtained a specimen at 
Chungthang, 5000 ft., in December-an exceptionally low altitude. 
Affects steep pine forest and stunted rhododendron and juniper scrub. 

DISTRIBUTION: The high Himalayas, u p  to snowline, in Sikkim 
and W. Bhutan. The species ranges eastward through SE. Tibet to 
NE. Assam, N. Burma and W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Gregarious; usually in coveys. Primarily a 
runner, swift of foot and loath to take wing even for escape.. Feeds 
in open patches in dwarf rhododendron and juniper scrub, often 
digging into the deep snow with its short, stout grouse-like bill. 
Food almost exclusively moss, fern fronds and lichens. Tame to the 
point of stupidity, the members of a covey coming out to investigate 
a fluttering companion that has been shot and allowing bird after 
bird to be killed by the concealed hunter. The plumage has a musty 
repulsive odour even when the bird has been freshly killed. Stuart 
Baker co~siclered it 'excellent for the table', but even with the locals its 
flesh passes as much inferior to other pheasants', while Meinatzhagen 
feelingly describes it as 'disgusting'! Call: likened to the squeal of 
a Kite. 

NESTING: Very little known in the wild state. Said to nest on 
the ground, laying 10-12 eggs. Sherriff's observations on the allied 
race tibetanus suggest that the birds may be polyandrous as well as 
polygamous (Ibis 1944 : 381). 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: AS compared ~ i t h  nominate 
cruetltus of acljoining Nepal, afinis lacks the crimson on Fo~ccrown; crimson 
on breast much reduced; flanks greener; throat crimson with I~lnck sho\\~i~lg 
through. Specimens collected Ily t h ~  Sikkim S l ~ r v ~ y  Irleasurc: 

Wing Hill Tarsus Tail 
2 d d  205-208 22-23.5 69-70 150-158 rnm. 
1 9  192 22 63 10.1 mm. 
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A series obtained by Dr Uiswas near Dolnbang has Wing 5 6 d 201-224 
(av. 212.8); 2 Q 1 197, 202 Inln. Scl~ilcar's Sikki~n series gives Wing 8 d 6 
196-212 (av. 206.0); 3 5' 's. 187-20":1\,. 195.0) nrnr. 

Soft parts: h e :  Iris yellowish I>rown, circumorbital skin briglit warlet 
or salmo~l-crimson; bill horny black, scar1c.t on c.cbrc-, cdgcs of base of rnm~(lil)les 
and angle of gape; legs and feet (2 spurs on each leg) scarlet like orbital skin; 
claws horny black. Female: Iris ycllo\visl~ Ixow11; orl)ital skin orange-red 
(smaller patch and paler tl1:tn in 8); I~ill llorny brown at base, orange-red at 
tip; legs and feet as in d but w i t h o ~ ~ t  spurs. Solcs of fee* bright orange- 
crimson in both sexes. 

In all the 10 d d dissecled (winter) the testes \\ere minute and black- 
pigmented. 

THE CRIMSON HORNED PHEASANT, or SATYR TRAGOPAN 

Tragopan satyra (Linnaeus) 
hfeleagris Satyra Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1: 157-Bengal, e.\- 

Edwards, pl. 116. Errore, the drawing on which Edwards's plate was based was 
probably made from a Nepal spw'  men. 

Plate 10, fig, 1 (facing p. 81) 

F.B.I. 5 :  343 
LOCAL NAMES: Mona1 (Hindi, Nepal); Omo ljap (Bhutia); Tar- 

rhyak (Lepcha); Chamdong (Tibetan). 
SIZE : Domestic fowl. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S :  Male: Ahme, head and crest black with 

crimson markings. Below, a bare deep blue patch or lappet on 
throat. Rest of underparts crimson with black-edged white spots or 
ocelli. 

Female: Aboue, rufous-buff, vermiculated, barred and blotched 
with black and narrow pale ochre central streaks. Shoulder of wing 
tinged with crimson. Belmo, chin and throat whitish; breast like 
back but paler. Abdomen still paler with large white s ots. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not uncommon at elevations I,' etween c. 
8000 and 12,000 ft. (Lachen, Lachung, Zemu, Karponang). Schiifer 
obtained specimens as low as 6000 ft. (Manshitang) in winter. Affects 
oak, deodar and rhododendron forest on khluls and steep hillsides 
with scrubby undergrowth. 

DISTRIBUTION O U T S ~ E  SIKILII\I : Eastern Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan, 
Assam hills north of Brahmaputra River. 

GENERAL HABITS : Not appreciably different from the pheasants 
described below. 

Keeps in f airs, but sometimes in small E>arhes in 
the nonbreedin season. Ca 1 (of cock): an arresting loud kya, kya, f kya, like the b eating of a goat kid. 

NESTING : Little know1 in the wild state. Season--apparently 
May-June. Nest-an untidy jumble of twigs, placed up in the 
branches of a tree in forest. Eggs-2 to 4 (?) reddish buff, freckled 
all over with deeper brick-red. Size about 55X 43 mm. 



HACIAL CIIARAC.TEAIS.~ICS,  ~ I E A S U R E A ~ E K . I - S ,  r r c :  A good series collected by 
Schifer in Sikki~n measures: Wing 1 3 d ad. 260, 267, 268, 271; 2 9 9 at]. 
228, 232 mm. A Sikkiln Survey 9 has wing 216; tail 155 mm. 

Soft parts: , l l (~le: Iris Iro\vn; bill l~rownish black, paler on distal half; orbital 
skin and lappet Prussian blue. When extencletl it shows a blight sage green 
edge with 4 or 5 brilliant scarlet triangular patches. Legs and feet dull fleshy, 
suffused with crimson in breeding season; spur pale grey-browr!. Female: Iris 
brown; bill horny brown; legs fleshy grey-brown (Fauna). 

THE MONAL, or IMPEYAN PHEASANT 

Lophophoiws impejarzus (Latham) 
Phasiarlus impejniir~s Latham, 1790, Index Ornith. 2 : 632-Jndda ( = Sikkim. 
Type locality fixed by Meinertzhagen, 1952, Bull. Brit .  Orn. C1. 72: 135). 

F.B.I. 5 :  335 
LOCAL NAMES : Dafia (Nepali); Fo-dong (Lepcha); Chamdong 

(Bhutia, Sikkim). 
SIZE : Domestic hen + . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A large, dumpy pheasant. Aboue, lustrous 

metallic bronze-green, purple and blue with a large white rump- 
patch and peacock-like crest on crown. Tail short, broad, square- 
cut, cinnamon-rufous. Below, velvety black. 

Female: brown, mottled and streaked with paler and darker 
brown, with a short tuft on head and white throat. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common and locally abundant above c. 
0000 ft. elevation (Lachen, Lachung, Thangu, Karponang, Changu, 
Gnatong). Blanford recorded it at  14,000-15,000 ft., above the level oi 
forest, in September (1870). Affects open deodar and rhododendron 
forest, and precipitous rocky and grass-covered slopes, often under 
heavy snow in winter. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas from E. Afghani- 
stan to Bhutan and S. Tibet from c. 7000 ft. up to tree-line 
(14,000-15,000 ft.). 

GENERAL HABITS: Single birds or parties of 3 or 4, consisting of a 
cock and 2 or 3 hens or of birds all of the same sex, dig assiduously 
with their powerful bills in the mornings and afternoons, often in 
deep snow, for tubers, roots and seeds. They also eat berries (e.g., 
Cotonemer) and insects. When flushed in the open, the birds in- 
variably plane downhill with wild ringing cries. Wlwn suddenly 
come upon in forest they fly up with much cackling into the 
branches of a deodar and sit motionless for a while, the hen in 
particular becoming remarkably obliterated by her coloration. The 
cock has no regular 'crow', but a whistling chuckle is occasionally 
uttered. In courtship he spreads out and erects his tail like a tl~rkey 
cock, jerking it slightly. Whistler also describes n courtship flight- 
the cock leaping straight up  into the air from a steep hillside, 
moving slowly with wings held high above line of back, tail partially 
spread and white rump very conspicuous. 
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NESTING : Season--4pril to June. Nest-a scrape in the ground 
under shelter of a rock or tree-trunk, ill forest undergrowth. Eggs- 
4 to 6, pale yellowish or reddish I~uff, freckled and spotted with 
reddish brown. Size about 64X 45 mm. 

RACIAL cIsAnAc.rIcnIs-rY:s, MEASUR~.MENTS, I:.I.(. : Schiter's Siklri~r~ series givrs 
Wing 2 88 ad. 290, 995; 4 ', ;id. 264, 268, 970, 274 Inrll. Sprcirnc.~~~ 
collected I)y the Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
1 d' 300 54 80 223 mrn. 
1 9  280 48 76 189 mm. 

Iris brown; circurnorl~ital skin d dcep azure (almost royal) blue, '3 paler 
blue; bill horny blackish, edge of both mandibles greyish white: legs and feet 
olive-brown, each scale oli t:usus and toes margined with I~lack; claws and spurs 
horny black. 

THE BLACKBACKED KALEE J PHEASANT 

Lophum leucomelana melanota (Hutton) 
Euplocomus melanotus 'Rlyth'=Hutton, 1848, Jour. Asint. Soc. Bengd 17 (2):  

694, in text-Darjeeling. 

F.B.I. 5 :  323 
LOCAL NAME : Kar-rhyak (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Domestic fowl. 
FIELD CHAFL~CTERS: Male: Above, black glossed with steel blue. 

Lower back, lump and upper tail-coverts with narrow white edges 
to the feathers. A long, pointed, glossy black, reclimhent crest. 
Tail black, comparatively long, arching and pointed. Bare scarlet- 
crimson facial patches around eyes. Belato, chin, throat and fore- 
neck glossy blackish with white streaks. Feathers of breast and 
flanks lanceolate, dull brown with whitish scalloping. 

Female: Dark rich brown with narrow whitish scalloping, shorter 
brown crest and scarlet eye-patches. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common, chiefly. in the foothills and 
up to c. 6000 ft. elevation (Rangpo, Singtam, Singhik, Lingtam, 
Temi, Gangtok). Schafe~ took specimens at c. 9000 ft. (Lachen) in 
June and November, at which altitude Ludlow also, found it in 
Bhutan in summer. Affects densely scrubbed ravines etc. in forest 
biotope. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Western Bhutan. The contiguous 
Western and Eastern Himalayas respectively are inhabited by allied 
races. The species overall ranges through Burma and the Indochinese 
subregion to S. China and Hainan Island. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to the Red Junglefowl. Pairs or small 
parties come out to scratch for fo.od at the edge of forest clearings, 
freshly sown fields and jungle tracks in the mornings and afternoons. 
Food: grain, shoots, tubers, insects, small reptiles, etc. Cull (or 
'crow') of cock: a loud whistling chuckle. A peculiar 'drumming', 
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like a cloth fluttering in the breeze, is produced with the wings in 
the breeding season, presumably as a challenge to rival cocks. 

NESTING : Season-h4arch to hday. Nes-t-a scrape in the ground 
lined wit,h dry grass and bamboo leaves, amongst dense undergrowth 
in ravines etc. E g g s 4  or 7, buR, glossy, broad ovals, about 
50x40 mm. 

RACLAL CHARACTERISTICS, hlEASUIIEAIENTS, ETC: 111 the typical West 
Himalayan mce, leucomeltrnu, the upper plumage is black, edged (or scalloped) 
with white; rump barred whibe; breast whitish. In the adjoining E. Himalayan 
lathami upper plumage l~lack; rump boldly barred white; breast black. 

Delacour' gives for d d Wing 215-240; tail 238-300 mm. A series collected 
by Schafer in Sikkim measurrs: Wing G d 3 ad. 233-248 (av. 238.7); 6 0 9 
ad. 21 1-222 (av. 215.0) mm. 

Iris hazel to orange-brown; facial skin scarlet-crimson; bill greenish horny, 
black at base, paler nt tip; legs a!ld feet slaty or greenish brown. 

THE RED JUNGLEFOWL 

Gallus gallus murghi Robinson & Kloss 
. Gnllus farrugineus nzrirghi Robinson and Kloss, 1920, Rec. Inrl.  Mzis. 19: 

14, 15-Chirala, Gaya District, Bihar. 

F.B.I. 5 :  295 
LOCAL NAMES : Natsa-pia, Nagseya (Bhutia); Paz-ok-chi, Tankling 

(Lepcha). 
SIZE : Domestic village fowl. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S :  Both sexes very similar to the 'Game Bantam' 

b ~ e e d  of domestic poultry. Male: Above, chiefly lossy deep orange- 
red with long yellowish neck-hackles. Long, sic le-shaped metallic 
black tail. Below, blackish brown. 

f 
Female: Above, crown dull n~fous. Forehead and supercilia 

bright chestnut, continued below to meet in a loop on foreneck. 
Rest of upper parts reddish brown, finely vermiculated with buff. 
Below, pale-shafted light n~fous brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident at the lower altitudes, ascending 
to c. 6000 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Pakyong, Temi, 
Chungthang,, Gangtok). Affects forest as well as scrub jungle near 
cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throl~ghout the lower Himalayas, 
normally tb c. 6000 ft., from NE. West Pakistan to E. Assam. 
Assam, Bengal, Rihar, Orissa, E. Madhya Pradesh. The species 
extends through Burma and the Indochinese subregion south to 
China and Java. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in small parties of a cock and 3 or 4 
hens. Usually very shy. Comes out in the early mornings and after- 
noons at the edge of harvested fields and cart tracks, etc., to glean 

The Phensnrits of thr \Vo~ld. C o ~ ~ n t r y  Lilc Ltcl., Lon(1on f 19.51 ). 
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scattered grain or scratch cattle and inule droppings. Also eats 
vegetable shoots, worms, lizards, etc. Bamboo seeds when in flush 
are always a great attraction. Roosts at night high u p  in trees and 
bamboo clumps. Call: unmistakably like that of the domestic 
Bantam cock, but shriller and with a more abrupt ending. Cocks 
indulge in much crowing in the early mornir~gs and before retiring 
for the night, answering one another over long distances. 

NESTING: Seaso~z-mainly March to May. Nest-a scrape in the 
ground lined with clry grass and bamboo leaves, in forest under- 
growth. Eggr-5 or 6, like those of the domestic fowl, variable, 
pale buff to pale reddish brown. Size about 46x35 mm. 

MCLAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Tlic Fauna giv~y: the Wiug 
as: d 203-244; 9 177-196 mm. In 2 9 9 collected by Schatcr in Sikkirn it 
measures 197, 209 mm. 

Iris 6 reddish brown or orange-red, 9 I~ro\vn; comb and wattles scarlet- 
crimson; lappets ( d )  whitc or pinkish; bill Imse reddish in 2, yellowish or 
pale fleshy in 9 upper mandiblc brow~r, lower pale horn; legs and feet slaty 
brown. 

Family CH.~RADHIIDAE : 

Subfamily CHARADRILVAE : Plovers 

THE SPURWINGED PLOVER 

V m l l u s  spinoms du6awlii  (Lesson) 
Charadrius Duoaucel~ii Lesson, 1826, Dict. Sci. Nat., ((d. Levrault), 42: 38- 

Calcutta. 

F.B.I. 6 :  184 
SIZE : Partridge+. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Overall aspect pied black and white. Above, 

crown, a full crest, and nape black. Back light brown; u per tail- 
coverts white. Tail white at base. black on terminal half Wings 
black and white. Below, chin, throat, and oheeks black bordered 
with white. Up er breast white shadin to brownish grey lower r f down. Centre o abdomen black; rest o underparts white. Sexes 
alike. 

In flight, which is with deliberate steady flaps like the Redwattled 
Lapwing, the black ~ving-tips with a large white patch on wings, 
black markings on head, and black abdomen, are conspicuo~ls. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Resident. A fillviatile low ele\lation plo\ler, 
fairly common on the Teesta Ri\w I I ~  to c. 1000 ft. (Rangpo. 
Singtarn). Afiects sand alld shu~gle banks. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SKKI~I :  Kashmir and through the Garhwal, 



Nepal, and Sikkiin terai to Assam, E. Pakistan and the Indocllinese 
subregion. Also Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in pairs or small parties on sandy islets 
and shingle banks in rivers. Runs about with mincing steps in 
spurts, picking up insects, molluscs, etc. Call: a single-noted, insis- 
tent, rapidly repeated did, did, did, etc. of the same timbre as the 
Redwattled Lapwing's did-he-do-it cries. It  is also reminiscent d 
the monosyllabic cries of the Stone Curlew (Burhintrs), but is shriller. 

NESTING: Apparently not recorded from Sikkim territory, but it 
doubtless breeds on the shingle banks and islets in the rivers at the 
lowest elevations. Season-March to May. Nest-an unlined 
shallow depression in the sand. E g g s 4  or 4, variable, pale stone 
to olive-stone colour, profusely blotched and speckled with brown to 
black. Size about 42x30 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, AIEASUREXIT;N.~S, ETC: This plover possesses a 
long, sharp, crlr~~ecl, horny spur on the I~end of the wing; a long, slender, reti- 
culated tarsus; and no hind toe. 

Specimens collected by the Sikkiin Survey measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 d 206 S4 65 92 nlm. 
1 0  199 34 64 89 nirn. 

A '6' from Sikkim in Sclliii'er's collection has Wing 191 111111. 
Iris brown; bill, legs, fect and claws black. Tibia bare for c. 20 nun. 

above tarsal joint, black. 

THE PAMIRS LESSER SAND PLOVER 

Chnradrius mongolus airifro91.s Wagler 
Charudritts utrifrotis Wagler, 1829, Isis von Oken 22, col. 650-Bellgal. 

F.B.I. 6 :  174 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Quail. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A typical little plover with thick head, bare 

greenish grey legs and short pigeon-like black bill. In summer 
(breeding plumage): Above, forehead and sides of head black; crown 
and hindneck lust coloured or pale chestnut. Rest of upper parts 
pale sandy brown. Below, upper breast and flanks pale chestnut, 
separated from the glistening white throat by a blackish half-collar. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Suitttt~er (breeding) visitor to the Tibetan 
plateau facies of N. Sikkim (Thangu, Gyagong, Gayamtasliana). 
Arrives in April/M:ly; leaves September/October. Frequents boggy 
ground \vith spongy semi-floating grass-covered 'knobs' or mounds 
along sprawling ill-drained streams etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Sunztner (breeding), N. Asia south 
to Kashmir, Laclakh, S. Tibet, W. China. Wi~lter., the sellboard of 
India, Ceylon, Andamans. 
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GENERAL HABITS: Met with mostly in pairs scattered over bogs in 
jealously guarded breeding territories. Rus~s a b o ~ ~ t  with rapid 
mincing steps, stopping abruptly from time to time atid dipping 
forward obliquely to pick up food-insects, wo~ms and tiny molluscs. 
Pursuit of intruders and territorial rivalry noticeable everywhere. 
Chasing birds litter a hard grating tit-tit-tw-twweet of the quality of 
the 'stone-on-ice' calls of the Common Nightjar (Cap'rnulgys 
asiatictls). 

NESTING : Season-May to July. Nest-a11 unlined scrape or 
hollow in dry shingle and sand around the n~argin of a bog. Eggs- 
3, pale stone colour to khaki or reddish buff, stippled with blackish 
or deep red-brown. Size about 40x27 mm. 

RACIAL CIIAIIAC.~EI~I:STlCh, hrE.%5UnE\.LE~l-b,  LTC: Far ;I discrwsion of the 
races of C .  mongolus see Stresenlimn (Ornitl~ologische A4onat.sbericl1lc, 1940, 
pp. 51-56). Schafer's Sikkim specimeils are measured by hirn as follows: 

Wiug Tarsub Bill 
4 d d  ad. 122-124 16-17 33-34 ~ n m .  
2 0 Q ad. 125-126 17 31 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet yellowish olive to olive-slate. 

Subfamily SCOLOPACINAE : Sandpipers,  Snipe, Woodcock, etc. 

THE REDSHANK 

Tringa totanus eurhitlus (Oberholser) 
Totailus totanus eurhinur Ohcrholser, 1900, Proc. U .  S. A'crt 3111s. 22: 

207-Tso Moriri Lake, 15,000 ft., Ladakl~. 

F.B.I. 6 :  222 
LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE : Partridge + . 
FIELD C I I A R A C ~ R S  : A large-sized sandpiper. Abme, greyish 

brown with white lower back and rump. Tail white, barred with 
brown. Below, white, h e l y  streaked with brown on breast. Legs 
orange-red. Sexes alike. 

In flight, the white riunp, a broad white border to trailing edge 
of wing (secondaries), and long slender red legs projecting behind, 
are leading pointers to its identity. 

In summer (breeding) plumage upper parts somewhat streaked 
and spotted with black and fulvous, and breast more heavily streaked 
with brown. 

STATUS AND HARITAT: A breeding bird of the Tibetan facies of N. 
Sikkim where Schiifer procured many adults and flightless young 
in uly-August at 16,000-17,000 ft. altitude (Gyagong, Gayamtashana 
L 1 e). I have examined a pair (d 9 )  in the Chicago hiuseurn of 



Natural History collected at Thangu (c. 14,000 ft.) by V. S. La 
Personne on 22 May (1931). 

Not recorded either by Stevens or PI.leinei-tzhagen, and ollly a 
solitary example noted by the Loke-SAlinl Ali Survey on the Teesta 
River at Singtam (1000 ft.)-6 December 1952. Presumably migrates 
from its high breeding grounds to its winter quarters in the Indian 
plains without stopping in lower Sikkim. 

D I s T r u s u n o N  OUTSIDE S I K K I ~ Z :  Sun~1n.e~ (breeding), Central and 
E. Asia. Winter, south to India, Ceylon, Pakistan, Burma, Malaya, 
S. China. 

The species extends from Great Britain and W. Europe over 
practically the entire Palaearctic Region, wintering in Africa and 
S. Asia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical sandpiper. Keeps to marshes in paities 
or flocks (pairs in summer) probing in the soft mud and shallow 
water for tiny molluscs, insects, worms, etc. Cd1: a. shrill, piping, 
tiwee-tiwee-tizoee or teu;-telo-tew, chiefly uttered on the wing. In 
the breeding season the male has a sweet song of strung-out quick- 
repeated single notes delivered during his pretty display flight. 

NESTING: Not specifically recorded from Sikkim. Seas011 (Tibet)- 
May to July. Nest-a deepis11 grass-lined scrape in the ground, on 
grassy bog-land surrounding shallow lakes. Eggs-normally 4, 
yellowish stone, drab or khaki, blotched with purple-brown or 
blackish brown, with faint secondary blotches of grey. They are 
inordinately large for the size of the bird, measuring about 
45x31 mm. 

RACIAL CEIAHACTERISTICS, MEASURE~IENTS, ETC: Stresemann measures 
Schhfer's fine Sikkim series as follows: 

Wing/Bill (exposed culmen) 
G d d  154/45, 154/41, 159/44, 159/46, 160/46.5, 166/45 mln. 
5 9 0 158/41, 158/48, 156/'48, 160/48, 161/42 inm. 

They agree in size with bircls from Ladnkh (type locality of eurkil~us) and 
in colour with those from N. Kansu and  khan^. He therefore considers 
Meinertzhagen's terrignolue (type locality Kuku Nor) synonyrnous with etirhii~us. 

Iris brown; b ~ l l  black, reddish on basal one-third; legs and feet orange- 
red; claws black. 

THE GREEN SANDPIPER 

Tringn ocltropus Linnaeus 
Trir~ga Ocrophtrs (sic) L,innacus, 1738, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 149-Europe, 

restricted to Sn~eclcn. 

F.B.I. 6 : 215 
LOCAL NAXIE: 
SIZE: Quail or Snipe. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E ~ S  : A medium-sized sandpiper. Above, dark 

I~rown with a marked greenish bronze gloss. Rump and tail white 
(with fine black barring visible only at close range). Beloro, white, 
finely streaked with browilisl~ on tl~roat ant1 flanks. Sexes alike. 
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The dark upper plumage contrasting sharply with the white 
rump, tail and underparts, absence of a wing-bar, and the shrill 
piping ti-tui or twee-twee-tu;ee uttered as the bird flushes and flies: 
away, are diagnostic. 

STATUS AND WITAT : Evidently an u~icommol~ passage migralrt 
in spring and autumn between its Palaearctic breedirig grounds and 
the Indian plains. Sporadic solos are seen at low elevations chiefly 
at puddles (Rangpo, Singtam), but rare. 

Schafer collected two adults at Gyagong (c.  16,000 ft., N.  Sikkim) 
at the end of July and in August, which were probably early autulnt~ 
migrants on passage. Wing $ 141; 9 141 mm. 

A smaller sandpiper, occasionally seen singly on the rivers and 
streams at low elevations (Rangpo, Singtarn) is the C O ~ ~ M O N  SAND- 
PIPER, Tringa hypoleucos Linnaeus. ADoce, olive-brown including 
rump and tail of which only the outer feathers are white. Below, 
white with a faint diffuse dusky band across breast. 

In flight, which consists of spurts of series of rapid stilily 
vibrating flaps close over the water, a narrow wing-bar is prominent. 
A characteristic sharp piping tee-tee-tee is uttered as the bird flies off. 

A Palaearctic breeding species as far south as Kashmir. Winter 
visitor to all India and S. Asia, Africa and Australia. 

THE EASTERN SOLITARY SNIPE 

Capella solitaria solitaria (Hodgson) 
Callirlclgo solitoriu Hodgso~~,  1831, Gleanings in Science 3 : 238-Nepal. 

Eastern Solitary Snipe, about t\\:o-thirds 

F.B.I. 6 :  257 
LOCAL NMIE : Bharka (Nepali). 
SIZE : Quail + ; larger than the Cominon Snipe. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A typical, concealin ly coloured marsh bird- 

mixed brown, black, ru four, fulvous an2 white-wi tll a straight 
3 



slender bill about 3 inches long. Difficult to  tell from other snipe 
in the field except by its larger size, paler tone of coloration and 
solitary habit. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommon. Resident between c. 9000 and 
15,000 ft. altitude, partially descending to a lower zone in winter. 
Specimens taken between October and January at Thangu, Zemu, 
Lachung. Affects ill-drained bogs, often semi-frozen, interspersed 
with spongy grassy hummocks or mounds, bordered and partly over- 
grown with rhododendron and other scrub. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Sumtnm (breeding), N. and C. Asia 
east to Japan, south to Sikkim. Winter, China, Burma, and sporadi- 
cally eastern India. 

GENERAL HABITS : Solitary; terrestrial; swamp-dwelling. Two or 
three widely separated individuals occasionally flushed on the same 
bog. Flight slower and heavier than the Common Snipe's. Seldom 
flies far before alighting, even when fired at. The characteristic 
sca e or pench, uttered as the bird flushes, is comparatively deeper 
an 1 harsher. Food: worms, grubs, minute snds, etc. 

NESTING: The eggs recorded by Stuart Baker as obtained by 
Mandelli's collectors in the Darjeeling neighbourhood (at c. 
11,000 ft.) were originally ascribed by Mandelli himself to the Wood 
Snipe, G. nemoricola! The clutches taken by Masson on the 
Singalila Ridge (10,000 ft:) are also of doubtful identity since the 
owners were not collected. 

RACIAL CHARAC.TERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Wing exceeds 150 mm.; 
outer edges of scapulars broadly white. 

A specimen (9) obtained by the Sikkiln S w e y  measures: Wing 171 (165 
dry); bill 81; tarsus 35; tail 71 mm. 

Schiifer's Sikkim examples have Wing 1 d 168; 1 9 159 mm. 
Iris brown; bill olive-brown, blackish on te~mirlal one-third of upper and 

half of lower mandible; legs and feet olive; claws horny brown. 

THE WOODCOCK 

Scolopax mcsticola rusticola Linnaeus 
Scolopax Rusticolu Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1 : 146-Europe, 

restricted to Sweden. 

F.E.I. 6:  252 
LOCAL NAME: Sim kukra (Nepali). 
SIZE : Parhidge. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A stout, obliteratingly-c01oured brown snipe- 

like bird with tlle characteristic long, straight slender bill, soft and 
swollen at the tip, and comparatively short legs. 

Above, brownis~ll grey blotched and barred with black, rufous and 
buff. Nape and rump cross-barred black and rufous. Below, chin 
white; rest of underpart; brownish white cross-barred with dark 
brown. Sexes alike. 
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Viewed in flight from slightly above, the wings look dis- 
roportionately short, narrow, pointed and curving scimitar-like. The 

gill points obliquely groundward; the tail, famed-out i l l  banki~lg, 
gives the bird a blunt-ended appearance. 

STAWS AND HABITAT: Not uncommon in suitable damp, wootled 
spots-ravines, glen5 s inneys in cardamom cultivation, etc.-betwcxn 
c. 4000 and 9MX)' '8. elevation (Gangtok, Temi, Riachinpong, 
Chungthang, Lachen, Laohung). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The I-Iirnalnyas from Kashmir to 
Bhutan, and perhaps farther east, normally betwren c. 7000 and 
10,000 ft. Partial winter migrant to the Nilgiris and otller S. Indian 
and Ceylon hills. Also occurs in Europe, N.  Asia east to Japan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Usually solitai-).. or in separated pairs. Terres- 
trial and largely crepuscular and nocturnal. Probes into soft wet 
earth with its bill for worlns and gl-ubs, its presence in a likely 
locality being betrayed 11y the honeycomb-like holes left where the. 
bird has been feeding. Flight rather sluggish, resembling the 
Painted Snipe's, but the bird is an a d e ~ t  at turning and twisting its 
way through the tree-trunks in its w d e d  habitat; therefore in spite 
of its large size, it is not easy to shoot when flushed. 

In the breeding season the male (?) frequently indulges in its 
characteristic aerial display known as 'roding', at dusk and dawn. 
This consists of flapping slo\vly in a high arc across open glades or 
partially dry 'pokhries'. to the acco~npaniment of a hat-like squeak 
at intervals. 

NESTING: NO specific record from Sikkim. Elsewhere (\Ir. 
Himalayas), season-April to July. Nest-a depression in the 
ground lined with dry leaves, well concealed amongst bracken. 
rhododendron or other undergrowth. preferably near a wooded 
stream. E g g s 4 ,  pale clay to deep buff, blotched wit11 pale reddish 
brown and Size about 45x35 mm. Both sexes share in in- 
cubation antrL%ding the young. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, >rrAsunEbIm.rs. ETC : A curious peculiarity of 
the Woodcock is its nhnorn~nll!. high and lwr.k\mrdly plncrd c~ye.;-liter;ilIy 'at 
the hack of its head'. 

A specimen ( d )  collected by the Sikkim Sur\.rv ~ n c ; ~ z ~ l r c s :  \\:il-rg POI: 
bill 80; tarsus 34; tail 85 mm. 
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Iris brown; bill pale horny brown, darker at tip. paler at  base of lower 
mandible; legs and feet olive-brown; cln\vs horny brown. Weight 8 to 16 oz. 

A specimen of TELILIINCK'S STINT, Cululris teinmiuckii (Leisler), 
was obtained by Sohafer in N. Sikkim at c. 17,000 ft. ('Kiang-Lager') 
on 1 October (1938). There is no previous or subsequent record of its 
occurrence in Sikkim, and presumably the bird was on passage from 
its northern Palaearctic breeding grounds to its winter quarters in 
peninsular India. 

SIZE : Quail - . 
FELD CH~RACTERS : A miniature facsimile of the Common Sand- 

piper. Abme, mottled dark greyish brown or dusky. Below, white. 
The white outer tail feathers and yellwish green or yellowish brown 
legs distinguish it in the field from the confusingly similar Little Stint. 
M7ing of the specimen (d) 97 mm. 

THE IBISBILL 

Zbidorhyncha struthersii Vigors 
Ibidorhyl~cha Struthersii Vigors, 1830-31 (M:~rch 18321, Proc. Contm. Zoo!. 

Soc. London: 174-Hi~nalayas. 

Plates 10, fig. 6, (facing p. 81) and 26 (facing p. 337) 

F.B.I. 6 : 196 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Partridge + . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A greyish brow11 plover-like bird with a black 

facial mask and breast-band, and long, downcurved red bill. 
Above, anterior face (including throat) black. Rest of upper p'uts 
largely ashy grey-brown; rump feathers with basal brown markings. 
Tail ashy grey with narrow, wavy, blackish cross-bas, broad near 
tips of the outer feathers. A partially concealed white wing-patch. 
Below, sides of head, neck, and upper breast bluish grey. A broad 
black gorget, separated from upper breast by a nai-row white band. 
Rest of lower plumage white. Sexes alike. 

In flight, which resembles the Stone Curlew's, the neck and long 
curved bill are outstretched, ,and the posterior end of the bird looks 
rather truncated. The white wing-patches are conspicuous. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Not common. Surninm (breeding), between 
c .  8500 and 14,000 ft. (Lachen, Lachung, Yumthang, Thangu, ~ a t u n g ) .  
Schafer collected a pair as high as 16,500 in N. Sikkim ('Kiang-Lager') 
on 1 October. Winter, down to the lowest stream levels (Rangpo, 
Singtam). Affects shingle beds and rock-pebble islets in flat, sprawl- 
ing stretches of rivers, e.g, the Teesta. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKI~I  : Sui~~iner  (breeding), Turkestan and 
Gilgit to W. China and southward along the Himalayas from Kasllmir 
to Sikkim and probably farther east. Winter, the Himalayan foothills 
to almost plains level. 
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GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in pairs or small parties on flat shingle 
banks or islets in comparatively placid stretches of glacier streams. 
The rounded outline and grey-brown coloration of the ]jack obliterate 
it astonishingly within this environment of smc.mth water-worn 
pebbles, so that the bird becomes completely invisible, even at a few 
feet's range, unless it moves. Feeds on insects, molluscs, etc. 
amongst the shingle or at the water's edge, sometimes wading in up 
to the belly and with the head fully submerged. Jcrkily bobs head 
up and down and slowly wags the tail end, very like a Greensliank. 
Call: a loud ringing single note or 'whistle' quickly repeated: 
tee-ti-ti-ti-ti-tee of distinctly sandpiper quality. At the time of the 
male ( ? ) relieving his mate at the nest I have recorded a very pretty 
trilling song, reminiscent of something between the nuptial song of 
the Spotted Sandpiper (Tringa glaredo) and the Curlew (Nwnenictr 
arqtocotcc). 

NESTING: An early nester, often commencing at the end of March 
even before the ground in its elevated habitat is clear of snow. A 
nest found by the Survey at Yakthang, c. 13,000 ft. (near Thane), on 
19 April was typical: a slight unlined depression on a shingly islet 
in amongst rounded grey water-worn stones. Eggs-4, greenish grey, 
speckled all over with umber brown, sparsely at the small end. Size 
about 42x28 mm. The breeding biology of the Ibisbill deserves 
careful study as I observed certain behavioural features suggesting 
possible polygamy or polyandry. 

IIACIAL CH.4nAC'TElIIS1.T(~.S, AIE.4SCREhIE4'1.5. E'1.C: rile F:llllla R~VCS tile 
~neasureme~~ts (d i') as: Wing 230-2451 bill 68-80; tarsus 47-49; tail 113-120 
mrn. Schifer's Sikkim skins 11;ive Wing 3 d b 237, 94.3, 243; 1 3 244 mm. 

Iris red; bill dull reddish I>l,own to crimson; legs and feet livid and greenish 
grey to blood red. 

Family COLUMBIDAE : Pigeons, Doves 

THE PINTAILED GREEN PIGEON 

T ~ e r o n  apicatdz ay/ica& (Blyth) 
Treron apicaudn 'Hodgson'=Blyth, after V a v  1846 (194.5). lour. Asiat. Soc. 

Bengal 14 ( 2 ) :  851-SE. Hilnalayas and hill rauges of .4ss:im; common at 
Darjeeling. 

Plate 11, fig. 6 (facing p. 96) 

F.B.I. 6: 199 
LOCAL NAME : Sang-pong (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Overall yellowish green with a long pointed 

tail and two conspicuous yellow bars in the black wings. Male: 
with a broad greyish olive-green collar on hindneck. Belolo, greenish 
yellow. Breast washed with orange-pink; under tail-co\~erts cinn'unon, 
margined with whitish. 
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Female: duller, with no greyish olive hind collar or orange wash 
on breast. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Met with by the Survey fairly commonly 
in winter (November-March) in the foothills and up to c. 6500 ft. 
(Rangpo, Singtam, Temi, Kewzing, C,hungthang, Gangtok), and 
procured by Schafer at Lachen (c. 9000 ft.) in September. Moves 
about a great deal altitudinally and otherwise, depending on food 
supply. Affects forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSLDE SIKKIM : The lower Himalayas from Kumaon 
to E. Assarn, normally to c. 6000 ft. The species extends eastward 
through the Indochinese subre ion. 

GENERAL HABITS : An arborea f fruit pigeon, only rarely descending 
to the round at water or salt licks. Flocks clamber about among d fruit-la en twigs with a parakeet-like hand-over-hand action, often 
hanging head down and lunging out to reach a drupe. Perfectly 
camouflaged amongst the foliage, and quite invisible when they 
'freeze' on alann. The unsuspected numbers that will dash out of a 
tree on the firing of a gun is quite amazing. Flight swift and direct, 
accompanied by a metallic whirring sound. Call: a number of 
mellow, musical whistles very like those of the Kokla Green Pigeon, 
transcribed as ko-kla-oi-oi-oi-oilli-illio-kln. 

In common with other green pigeons, and also hawks, it has the 
habit of sitting fluffed out on the topmost bare branohes of a lofty 
forest tree on wintry mornings to catch the first rays of the sun. 
Feeding commences only after the sun is well up. 

N-EsnNC : Seam-chiefly April-May. Nest-the characteristic 
flimsy twig-platform of all pigeons, high up in a forest tree. Eggs- 
2, white, about 32X 24 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERJSTICS, MEASUREXIENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives the 
~rieasurements (8 9 )  as : Wing 160-175; tail 220-254 mrn. An adult Q collected 
by Schafer at Lacher, has Wing 178 mm. 

Iris lake red; ocular area blue; 1)ill basnlly cob;~lt-blue, distal half of upper 
mandible green; legs and feet cri~nson. 

THE WEDGETAILED GREEN PIGEON 

Treron sphen~cra sphenura (Vigors) 
Vinago sphen~rrn Vigors, 1832 (1831), PTOC. Comm. Zool. See. Lor~rl~)n: 

173-Himalayas. 

F.B.I. 5:  200 
LOCAL NAME: Kuhu (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Pigeon. 
n E L D  C H A R A ~ E R S :  Overall yellowish green, similar to the Pin- 

tailed Green Pigeon but without the central 'pins' in the graduated 
tail. Mde: Above, crown tinged with orange-nlfous. A variable 
amount of maroon on back and scapulnrs. Beloto, chin and throat 
yellow; breast pale orange-pink. 

Female lacks rufous on crown and maroon patch on back. 
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STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident in the foothills and up to 
c. 8000 ft. (Temi, Singhik, R inch inpg ,  Chungthang, Gangtok). 
Commoner than the Pintailed species, I ~ u t  moves about locally and 
seasonally, depending on f o d  supply-ripening of various fruits and 
berries. Affects forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKK1h.I : The lowclr Himalayas from Kashmir 
to extreme NE. Assam. Assarn hills soilth of the Brahmaputra; 
Burma. The species extends to Yunnan, the Indochinese subregion, 
Malaya and Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Not appreciably different from those of the 
Pintailed Green Pigeon. Call: as described above. Like other 
green pigeons, a good sporting bird affordin a variety of shots as 
it flashes through the forest trees. Also eating. 

NESTING: Season-April-June. Nest and Eggs-similar to the 
foregoing. 

RACIAL. CHARACTERISTLCS, XLEASUHEMENTS, ETC : The Fauna gives the 
measurements (8 Q )  as: Wing 173-185; tail 114-139 mm. Sptci~nens collrctcd 
by Schafer in Sikkim have Wing 1 d 173; 3 Q Q 165, 176, 178 mm. 

Iris pinkish or reddish orange with a blue inner ring; bill basally blue. 
distally grey; legs and feet cl~erry red. 

HODGSON'S, or THE NEPAL MAROONBACKED 
IMPERIAL PIGEON 

Ducula badia insignis Hodgson 
Ducula Illsignis 13ocIgson, 1976, Asint. Res. 19 (1): 162. pl. 9-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 5 :  203 
LOCAL NAMES : Dukul (Nepali); Fomok (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Jungle Crow. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S :  A large greyish brown forest pigeon. Ahme, 

crown and hindneck lilac. Back and scapulars maroon-tinged copper- 
brown. Rump and upper tail-coverts ashy grey. Tail black and 
brownish grey. Below, sides of head grey. Throat white; breast 
and lower parts vinous-grey. Under aspect of tail grey with a 
broad dark subterminal band. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident in the foothills and up to c. 
6500 ft. elevation (Martarn, Singhik, Toong, Chungthang, Gangtok). 
Affects forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Terai, foothills and lower Himalayas 
up to c. 7000 ft. from Nepal to NE. Assam. Assam hills; Manipur; 
E. Pakistan. The race cuprea inhabits the southern heavy rainfall 
section of the Western Ghats. 

The species extends through Burma and the Indochinese and 
Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS : Arboreal and entirely frugivorous; only occasion- 
ally seen on the ground at water and salt licks. Keeps in parties or 
small flocks of up to 15 or 20. IYhen shifting from one feeding 
ground in the forest to another, flies high above the tree-tops with 
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seemingly leisurely but purposeful wing beats-looking rather crow- 
like in distant silhouette. Has the habit of perching silently on the 
bare tops of lofty trees in the late afternoons to catch the last rays 
of the sun before it sets behind the hills, flying off to its roost soon 
after the shadows have fallen. The male indulges in a spectacular 
aerobatic nuptial display, launching out from a hi h tree and per- f forming a series of wave-crests and abrupt nose- ives with wings 
closed, somewhat like the Roller's (Coracim). Cdl: a laud, throaty, 
rather mournful, booming iik-ook . . . ook or gii-goo . . . goo. 

NESTING : Seaso~rMarch  to August, possibly two broods. Nest 
-the characteristic flimsy platform of twigs, 20 to 25 ft. up in a 
sapling in forest. Eggs-2, w,hite, about 46 X 34 mm. ./ 

HACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Fauna gives the Wing 
(6 9) as 228-259 mm. Schiifer collected a juvenile (Gaugtok, 23 Fel~ruarv) 
with Wing 232 mni. 

Iris bluish grey or greyish white; eyelids magenta; bill horny grey, dull 
cherry red or magenta on cere and base of upper mandible: legs and feet dull 
cherry red. 

THE SNOW PIGEON 

Colurnba leucmota leucoilota Vigors 
C:oltcmbn let~conota Vigors, 1831, Proc. Comm. 2001. Soc. Loitdon, pt. 

1 : 23-Himalayas (type probably froin Nepal). 

Plate 11, fig. 8 (facing p. 96) 

F.B.I. 5 :  224 
LOCAL NAMES : Lho-peu-rentiep (Lepcha); Bya-don (Bhutia). 
SIZE : Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A parti-coloured white and brown pigeon 

reminiscent of the domestic bird. In overhead flight, the white body 
and blackish head are pointers to its identity. Below observer's eye 
level, the blackish head, brown back, white rump-patch, grey wings 
with three dark bars, and blackish tail with a narrow white sub- 
terminal band, are diagnostic features. Sexes alike. 

STATUS . ~ N D  HABITAT: Resident. sum me^, common at altitudes 
between 10,000 and 16,000 ft. Winter, down to c.  6000 ft. 
(Chungthang, Lachen, Lachung, Thangu, Manshitang, Gyagong). 
Affects cliffs. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The high Himalayas westward 
through Nepal to NW. Pakistan. The East Himalayan race gradaria 
replaces it in the Chumbi Valley and eastward throu h Bhutan and 
SE. Tibet. The species overall ranges from W. Afg anistan across 
to W. Chiua. 

I 
GENERAL HABITS: Similar to those of the Rock Pigeon, living and 

roosting on cliffs but sometimes also perching in trees. Keeps in 
pairs or sinall parties in summer, feeding on open grassy slopes or 
on the edge of melting snow patches. Collects in large flocks in 
winter, often of 150 birds or more, to feed near villages in newly 
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sown fields of wheat and barley. When gleaning in the fields the 
birds run about briskly like sheep often forming a close-packed 
phalanx, each bird ea er to be the first to investigate new ground. 
Its coloration is remar 1 ably obliterative on ravelly ground even at 
close range, particularly amongst patches o melting snow. Flight: 
t y l  $ge?n, 

B 
strong and direct, with rapid wing beats. Cdl:  

escnb as a repeated croak, not unlike a hiccough'; very different 
from the normal coo of a pigeon. F d :  chiefly weed seeds and 
grain. 

NESTING : Season-May to July. Nest-the characteristic flimsy 
stick-platfonn of pigeons, on ledges and in crevices of inaccessible 
cliffs, often in large colonies. Eggs-2, white, about 40x30 mm. 

RACIAL CHAHACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: T l ~ e  eastern race gradaria 
is somewhat larger and paler, with the head more slate-grey, less blackish. 
Sikkim birds are largely intermediate between the eastern and western 
populations. In freshly moulted plumage, underparts washed with pale greyish. 
Abdomen pale grey, darkening on under tail-coverts. 

Specimens collected by the Survey measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 d 25.5 24.5 55 125 mm. 
2 0 0 246-255 24.5-2-5 31-34 1'22-137 mm. 
Schafer's Sikkim series gives Wing 4 d d 239-248 (av. 243.5); 5 9 9 240- 

256 (av. 246.4) mrn. 
Iris lemon yellow; bill horny brown, cere rnagenta-brown; legs and feet 

reddish pink; claws horny brown. 

THE TURKESTAN HLLL PIGEON 

Columba ncpestris turkesta.nica Ruturlin 
Cn111mbn rupestris ttrrkestorlicn I311turlin, 1908. Orit. ?Jot~ntsl>. 16: 45-.41tai. 

F.B.I. 5:  222 
LOCAL NAMES : Angoa, Ankhu, Omn (Tibetan). 
SIZE : Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Similar to the well-known Blue Rock Pigeon 

hut much paler above and almost whitish below, with a ure white 
mmp-patch and a broad white band across tail. Sexes aPike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident in the Tibetan facies of extreme 
N. Sikkim, above c. 15,000 ft. elevation (Gyagong, etc.). Affects open 
rocky country. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Tibetan Plateau facies of the 
high Himalayas, and northward through Tibet to Turkestan and Altai. 

GENERAL HABITS: Gregarious. Lives on crags and precipices 
usually within easy flighting distance of villages, where it resorts to 
feed around the cultivation. Vely tame and confiding. Call: n 
high-pitched quick-repeated giil-pit-gtit-gfit etc. reminiscent of 
jeering laughter ! 

NESTING : Seasoil--chiefly April to June/July; possibly double 
brooded. Nest-the typical flimsy platfomi of twigs etc.. placed in 



a hole in a bank or precipice (sometimes in the wall of a deserted 
dwelling); usually several nests together in a colony. Eggs-2, white, 
about 37x 28 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERIS'l.ICS, ~ I E A S U ~ ' L E \ I E ? ~ ~ . S ,  E1.C: A g00(1 ~ e l l e ~  ~0llectetl h y  
Schiifer at Gyago~~g gives Wing 5 3 d  280-240 (av. 233.4); 6 Q Q 219-228 
(nv. 223.8) mm. 

Iris deep orange; bill slaty black, tinged plurnbeous or flesh-colour 
on cere and gape; legs and feet coral red; claws pale horny. 

THE SPECKLED WOOD PIGEON 

Colurnba hodgsonii Vigors 
Columba Hodgsonii Vigors, 1832, Proc. Conrm. Zool. Soc. London, pt. 2 :  

16-Nepal. 

Plate 11, fig, 7 (facing p. 96) 

F.B.I. 5: 234 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Pigeon. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  Male, Abose, head and neck, grey, the latter 

speckled with blackish. Upper back and wing-shoulders (coverts) 
claret-marm, the latter speckled with white. Rest of upper parts dark 
brown and dark grey; tail blackish brown. Below, upper breast 
speckled with blackish grey and claret, changing to uniform claret 
on lower breast and passing into deep slaty grey on abdomen and 
under tail-coverts. 

Female has grey of head brownish, and red of back and breast 
duller and browner. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A hill pigeon, resident and fairly common 
From c. 5000 ft. elevation to at least 13,000 (Rinchinpong, Lachen, 
Lachung, Yumthang, Thangu). Also obtained by Elwes at Tankra 
La (c. 13,000 ft.) in September 1870. Affects oak and other broad- 
leafed forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Kashmir 
through Nepal and Bhutan to the NE, frontier; Assam hills and 
Burma to W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in parties or small flocks. Largely 
arboreal and frugivorous, but also gleans grain and weed seeds on 
the ground. Call described as 'a very deep whock-ruhr-0-0 . . . whrroo'. 

NESTING : Semcm-May-June. Nest-a rough platform of twigs, 
8 to 25 ft. up  in a small tree.  egg.^-a singleton (? or two), white, 
about 40 x 30 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEHISTICS, MEASUIIEMENTS, E T C :  A ~ e r i e ~  collected by 
Schiifer in Sikkim gives Wing 4 d d ad. 218-232 (a". 227.7); 4 9 9 ad. 
221-233 (:w. 225.5) mln. Two 9 9 obhined rrcentlv by Dr Ripley i l l  centml 
Nepal are much larger: Wing 286, 237 mm. 

Iris greyish white; ocular skin grey; bill purple at base, black distally; 
legs and feet brownish yellow to d d l  green. 



THE ASHY WOOD PIGEON 

Colunrbu pillchricollis Blyth 
Colunlhn ~~ulcl~ricollis 'liotlgsolr'=Blytl~, 1846 ( IH4.5), lorlr .  h i a t .  Sot. Hetlgcrl 

14 (2): B(i6-Wootletl region of E. Ilim:tlayas, i.e. Nepal. 

Plate 11, fig. 9 (facing p. 96) 

F.B.I. 5 :  230 
LOCAL NAME: Ka-o (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Ahme, dark ashy or leaden grey, with pale 

grey head and nape. A conspicuous buff collar, broad and spotted 
with black on hindneck, narrow in front. Upper back below this 
collar, and all round lower neck blackish with iridescent sheen of 
lilac and green. Tail blackish. Below, chin white, changing to buff 
on throat and passing into the glossy buff collar. Breast metallic- 
glossed dark slaty blue, passing to pale cinnamon or brownish buff 
on abdomen and vent. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND WITAT: Rare. Resident between 4000 and 10,000 f t  
elevation. Seasonal altitudinal movements not sufficiently known. 
Affects thick forest. 

DISTRIBUTION O U T S ~ E  SIKKIM : From west central Nepal through 
Sikkim and Bhutan (2) to Assam, Burma, Thailand and Formosa. 

GENERAL HABITS: Shy and keeps to the concealment of dense 
foliage in tall forest trees. Very silent and thus possibl often over- B looked. Cull: unrecorded. Food: fruits, grain and see s. 

NESTING: Seasotl (Darjeeling Dist.)-May to August (?). Nest- 
a rough twig-platform 6 to 10 ft. up  in a small tree. Eggs-2, white, 
about 38 x 28 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASURE MEN.^^, ETC: The Fauna gives the 
measurements ( d  Q ) as : Wing 194-216; tail 120- 1.:30 mm. Specimens recently 
collected by Dr Ripley in Nepal have Wing 2, d d 211.5, 216; 1 Q 215 mm. 

Iris white or greyish white; ocular skill grey; bill purplish at hase, dull 
grey-green distally; legs and feet fleshy purple to a coral red. 

THE BARTAILED CUCKOO-DOVE 

Alacropygia trncllall tusalia (Blyth) 
Colrtmbn ttrsolin 'Hodgson'=Blyth, 1843, Jotrr. A.n'ot. Soc. Bengal 12 12): 

936-Dnrjeeling. 

Plate 11, fig. 10 (facing p. 96) 

F.B.I. 5:  253 
LOCAL NAMES : Tusal (Nepali); Ka-er (Lepcha). 
SIZE: House Crow-. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S :  Male: Above, forehead buff, shading to lilac- 

purple on crown and hindneck and into barred rufous and metallic 
black 011 rest of upper parts. Tail long, broad, graduated, largely 
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brownish black barred with rufous. Below, chin and throat lilac- 
buff. Upper breast lilac with metallic. sheen, changing to dull lilac 
on lower breast and into buff on lower abdomen, vent, and under 
tail-coverts. 

Fenale: Upper parts duller. Head and breast barred with dark 
brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident and generally distributed from c.  
1500 to 9000 ft. elevation (Singtam, Temi, Zemu, Gangtok, Lachen). 
Mects broad-leafed secondary forest interspersed with open patches 
and cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas, up  to c. 9000 ft., 
from Kashmir throug,h Nepal and Bhutan to east Assam. Manipur, 
Burma and through the Indochinese subregion to S. China and 
Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Keeps in pairs, small parties or flocks. Gleans 
grain and seeds on the ground in cultivation and open'glades. Also 
eats fruits and berries, sometimes hanging upside down on a twig 
and lunging out for one just out of reach, like a green pigeon. Very 
jealous of its feeding tree, attacking and driving off bulbuls and 
other birds arriving on the same quest. Flight, arid habit of gliding 
upwards into a branch when alighting, very cuckoo-like; also hind 
aspect of bird when perched. Silent except in the breeding season. 
Call described as a very deep moo-urn, the second syllable a booming 
note, audible a long way off. 

NESTING : s e a s o l l - ~ a ~  to July. Nest-the typical flimsy dove 
structure of twigs, with a slight central depression. Placed 20-30 ft. 
up in a tree. Eggs-2, long and narrow, pale buff to cafk-nu-lait. 
Size about 36 X 26 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEIIISTICS, MEASUREXIENTS, ETC: Schafer's Sikkim speci- 
mens measure: Wing 1 d ad. 207; 2 9 ': ad. 191, 200 mm. Two males 
recently collected by Dr Ripley in E. Nrpnl !~;lve Wing 196, 209 mm. 

Iris outer ring pink, inner pa!e blue: cyelids purple; ocular skin grey; legs 
and feet dull cherry red or purplish brown: claws horny hlnctk. 

THE RUFOUS TURTLE DOVE 

Streptopelia orientalis agricoln (Tickell) 
Coltlrnbn agricola Tickell, 183.9, Jollr. Asiot. Soc. Rcitgol 2 :  581-Jttnglr\ 

of Rornbhhm and Dholl~l~ilrn. 

F.B.I. 5 :  238 (part) 
LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE : Pigeon - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A slender rufous pigeon with dark grey 

terminal fringe to the rounded tail, conspicuous when bird is 
alighting. Above, rufous-brown with dark centres to the feathers 
producing a scaly effect. A grey-spotted black patch ('chessboard') 
on either side of neck. Below, vinous-nlfo~ls, paler and greyer on 
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abdomen passing to slaty grey on thighs and under tail-coverts. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common but not abundant, up to c. 
13,000 ft. elevation in summer; largely migratory to the lains in 
winter; S u n ~ m r :  Chungtlung, Gangtd*, Lachen, Thangu Echifer); 
Winter: Martam, Dentam, Rinchinpong, etc. Affects open oak and 
other forest, often around cultivation. 

D I s n u a u T I o N  OUTSIDE S L K K I ~ ~ :  Breeding in E. Nepal, Bihar, duars 
of W. Bengal, Assam, E. Pakistan to Burma. The less richly coloured 
race nleena breeds in the W. Himalayas to Kashmir etc. A third race, 
erythrocephda, is resident in eninsular India. 

The species is widely distri f: uted in Asia from central Siberia east 
to Japan, south to the Indochinese subregion, and subject to extensive 
winter migrations. 

GENERAL HABITS : A terrestrial-feeding graminivorous dove. Keep 
in pairs or small parties, forming lar er flocks when migrating. 
Gleans scattered grain in fallow and f arvestd fields; also weed 
seeds. Flight swift and direct, typical of the pigeons. C d l ;  a hoarse, 
rather mournful gum . . . giir-griigrm. In courtship, the male bows 
and bobs ludicrously in front of the female as he advances towards 
her in mincing hops, calling with goitred-out throat-an action very 
reminiscent of the Calotes lizard. He also displays by springing up 
into the air and volplaning in an arc, like other doves. 

NESTING : Seaso~whiefly April-May, but males collected on 4 
January had greatly enlarged testes. Nest-a rou h flimsy platform B of twigs with a slight central depression. Placed airly low down in 
a bush or bamboo clump. Eggs-2, white, about 29X 23 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, XLEASUREXKENTS, ETC: The West Himalayan race 
nzeetlo, besides being less richly coloured, has the under tail-coverts and 
terminal fringe to tail white as against slaty grey iu agricoh. As Stresmla~ln 
points out, Sikkim birds are really iutennecliate between agricolu and orierlculis 
and present a good deal of individual variation. Specimens collected by the 
Sikkim Survey measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
2 d d 189-198 22-24 27. 135-140 trim. 

1 9  191 22 26.5 122 mrn. 
A series from N. Sikki~n in Scli%fer's collection (June to September) gives 

Wing 10 d 0 185-197 (av. 188.9) mm. 
Iris orange; circumocular skin, cere and l~ase  of bill magenta; distill halt 

of bill horny brown; legs ;und feet magenta; hind tarsus paler and pinkish; 
claws horny brown. . 



THE INDIAN SPOTTED DOVE 

Streptopelia chinensis suratensis (Gmelin) 
Colrimbu srrruterrsis Gli~clin, 1789, Syst. Nat. 1 (2):  778-Surat, Ciult of 

C;~mb;~)r, India. 

F.B.I. 5 :  242 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE: Between h4yna and Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Above, pinkish brown, grey, and blackish 

brown, spotted with white. A white-spotted velvety black half-collar 
('chessboard') on hindneck. Tail blackish b r m  and slate, broadly 
white-fringed except on the central pair of feathers. White fringe 
very conspicuous when tail is spread in alighting. Belozo, chin white; 
rest of underparts largely vinaceous-pink, whitish on abdomen. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common in summer at the lower 
elevations, i.e. up  to c. 5000 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Temi, 
Chungthang, Singhik, Pakyong, etc.). Migrates to the plains about 
October/November, returning about mid-March. Almost completely 
absent in winter. Mects the neighbourhood of cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION O U T S ~ E  SIKKIM: Practically all India excepting the 
desert areas. Represented in Ceylon, E. Pakistan and NE. frontier 
by different races. The species extends through Burma and the 
Indochinese subregion to S. China and Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS : A graminivorous ground-feeding dove. Gleans 
in stubble fields, on mule tracks etc. often in village environs, in 
pairs or small parties. Call: an oft-repeated, pleasant krookriik- 
kriikrmkroo-kroo-kroo. 

NESTING: Semm-chiefly April to July. Nest-a flimsy twig- 
platform placed fairly low in a bush or small tree. Eggs--2, white 
about 28 x 22 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEINSTICS, & I E A S U R I ; A ~ E N T ~ ,  ETC : Specimens collected by 
Schafer in Sikkim nleasrlre: 4 d 9 ad. Wing 144, 146, 153, 155 mm. 

Iris outer ring pinkish red, innel hazel brown; orbital skin magenta; bill 
dark horny; leg5 and feet clr~ll cherry or magenta; claws horny brown. 

THE EMERALD DOVE 

Chalcophaps indica indica (Linnaeus) 
Columbn indica Linnael~r, 1758, Syst. Nat., ctl. 10, 1 :  16-1-Enjt Indies 

( = Amboina). 

F.B.I. 5 :  215 
LOCAL NAME : Ka-er (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Myna+. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A brownish pink dove with metallic emerald 

bronze-green upper pai-ts, arid prominent \vhite forehead and 
supercilia. A band of white-fringed feathers across lower back. 
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Rump grey. Tail brown and gre with a broad black cross-band, 
broken in the middle. Under si e of wings chestnut, conspicuous 
in flight. Sexes alike. 

d' 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident and generally distributed up to 

c. 6000 ft. elevation (Martam, Dikchu, Singhik, T m i ,  Rinchinpong, 
Gangtok). Affects secondary and mixed bamhoo forest, chiefly in the 
foothills. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSII)E S I K K I ~ I  : The evergreen and moist deciduous 
forest bioto e practically throughout India, up to c. 6000 ft.; East 
Pakistan an i' through the Indoclunese and Malaysian subregions. The 
species extends to the Philippines, Australia and New Caledonia. 

GENERAL HABITS: A terrestrial dove, usually seen singly or in pairs 
gleaning on forest tracks or flying across at top s eed through 
shrubbery and shady glades. Food mainly seeds and ferries. CaU: 
a soft, deep and low hootz with a nasal ending, repeated at intervals. 

NESTING : Season-chiefly March to May. Nest-the usual flimsy 
twig-platform, placed 5 to 10 ft. up in a sapling or bamboo clump. 
Eggs-2, creamy yellow or cafd-awlait, about 27x21 mrn. 

RACLAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Fauna gives the 
Wing i d  9 )  as 148-161 mm., mentioning that ienlale5 average smaller-142 mrn. 
against 146 mm. in males. An adult collected at Dikchu by Scllafer has 
Wing 149 mm. 

Iris brown; bill coral red (magenta on cerej; legs and feet pinkish red; 
claws horny brown. 

Family PS~T.L.ACIDAE : Parrots 

THE INDIAN REDBREASTED PARAKEET 

P s i t t d  cdexauadri fm&a (P. L. S. Muller) 
Psittcrcus foscintus P .  L. S. hliiller, 1776, Nat~~rsyst.,  Suppl. : 7PPondicberry 

ci,rore, restricted to Arakan 11y Ticehurst, 19:33. JBNHS 36: 984. 

Plate 11, fig. 1 (facing p. 96) 

F.B.I. 4 :  210 
LOCAL NAME: Imrit Bhela Nepali). 
SIZE: Myna; with long-gra d uated, pointed tail c. 9 inches. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A long-tailed rass-green parakeet with pinkish f or plum-grey head (bluer in 9 )  an prominent vinaceous-red throat 

and breast. A yello~v patch on wing-shoulder where dark red in 
P.  himalaya~uz. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: ? Local migrant. Obtained by G. E. Shatrr 
up to 3800 ft. in the Teesta Valley (season?), and recorded &ewhere 
in the Himalayas up to c.  SO00 ft. Affects foothills forest, often 
on the fringe of cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Tlie lower Himalayas and footllills 
from Kumaon through Nepal to Assam, E. Pakistan, Burma. The 
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species extends through the Indochinese and Malaysian subregiolls 
to S. China and Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Not appreciably different from the next. Call: 
a loud, raucous screaming. 

NESTING: Not recorded from Sikkim. Season (in the western sub- 
Himalayas)-March to May. Nest-a hole in a tree-trunk, either 
natural or excavated by the birds themselves, c. 1.5 to 20 ft. up. 
Often several pairs breed together in a colony. Eggs--3 or 4, white, 
roundish, about 31 X 26 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUH~:MENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives the 
llleasurements as : 

Wing Tail 
d d 162-174 168-189 m m .  

9 9  157-162 143-171 mm. 
Iris yellow; upper mandible coral red, lower brownish black; legs a~ltl feet 

rli~sky greenish yellow or pale yellowish slate. 

THE HIMALAYAN SLATYHEADED PARAKEET 

Psittacula hinurlayana h i d a y a n u  (Lesson) 
l'sitttrcus (Coilurus) Hinmlaytrrlus Lcsson, 1832, ira Be1angt.l.'~ Voy. Itld. 

Orient., Zool. : 239-Valleys of the Himalayas. 

Plate 11, fig. 2 (facing p. 96) 

F.B.I. 4 :  206 
LOCAL NAME : Suga (Nepali). 
SIZE: Myna; with a long, graduated, pointed tail c. 10 inches. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : R4ale: Overall grass-green with the entire llead 

dark slaty; a bright verdigris-green collar on hindneck. All tail 
feathers broadly tipped with bright pale yellow including longest 
middle pair which is largely blue. A dark red patch on wing-s.houlder. 
Chin, throat, and a broad line below cheeks black. 

Female: Similar but with paler grey head and ilo red shoulder- 
patch. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Recorded as a local migrant 1113 to C. 

8000 ft. elevation. Noted as uncominon and patchy in winter 
(Nwember to March) between c. 2000 and 4500 ft. (Martam, 
Dikchu, Singhik). Affects well-wooded hillsides and valleys, and the 
neighbourhood of terraced cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S I K K I ~ Z :  The Himalayas from Kashmir to 
W. Assam-foothills and up  to c.  8000 ft. Replaced by the race 
(or species?) fitzschii in E. Assam. The species extends through the 
Indochinese subregion. 

GENERAL HABITS : Keeps in family parties and flocks. Food: 
chiefly wild fruits including seeds of the Chir Pine (Pirau.~ lorlgifolia); 
locally destructive to orchard fruit iind ripening maize. Flight swift 
and direct, accoinp;uliecl by a high-pitched double call-note tooi 2 
tmi? like that of the more familiar Blossomheaded Parakeet of the 
plains but harsher and distinctive. 
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NESTING : Season-March to May. N e s t l i k e  u woodpecker'e, 
an unlined shaft excavated in a tree-trunk, 15 to 20 ft. up or hi her, 
with a round entrance-hole. Eggs--3 to 5, white, roundish, a out 
29x23 mm. 

7, 
RACIAL (;HARACTEItI.STICS, b~lEASUIIEZIIEKrS, E.1.C: 7 ' 1 1 ~  C%~S~CYII rclW fi118chii' 

is s~naller ill the wing, more 011 the Lack, and \r.ith the yellow tail-tips 
tinged with pink. The Fauna gives the meiwure~nenls of typical himulayono 
as : 

Wing 'rail 
d d  162-174 205-240 jnm. 
9 9 154-161 150-161 mm. 

Iris creamy white to len~on yellow; upper ma~i(lil>lt! orange, reddish at base, 
yellow at tip; lower inandible yello\r.; legs and feet yello\vish green; claws 
plurnbeous horn. 

Family CUCWLI~~.+IE : Cuckoos 

THE LARGE HAWK-CUCKOO 

Cucu.lus sparuerioi'des sparveridides Vigors 
Cuculus sparoerioi'aks Vigors, 18;32 (18.31), Proc. Comm. 2001. Soc. Loridori 1 : 

173-Himalayas. 

F.B.I. 4 :  146 
LOCAL NAMES : Bara Bharao (Nepali); Nimbin-Piyal (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Crow - ; slimmer. 
FIEU) CHARACIERS: Overall aspect very hawk-like, including style 

of flight and habit of sweeping upward into a branch when alight- 
ing. Aboue, ashy grey and ashy brown. Tail banded grey and 
tipped white. Below, breast inottled rufous and ashy. Rest of 
lower plumage white (partially suffused with rufous) barred with 
blackish. Immature : bro\vn above, rufous-buff b e l w  broadly 
streaked (not barred) wit11 l~lackish, thus also like an immature hawk. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncertain. Obtained at Temi and 
Rinchinpong in January when silent. Noisiest from mid-hlarch 
between c. 3000 and 6500 ft. elevation (Singhik, Toong, Chungthang, 
Gangtok). Affects openly wooded country. 

DISTRIBUTION OuTsrnE SIKKIAI : Sumnler (breeding). the Himalayas 
up to c. 9000 ft. from Kashrnir to E. Assam. Winter, south to Xladhya 
Pradesh, Madras, Mysore, Kerala. The species extends to W. China 
alld through the Indochinese and hlalaysian subregions to the 
Philippines and Celebes. 

I - This lliity, in fact, bc :I full hpccic.5 as bugge\ted by Husni~l. E. Z., 1959, 
Ibis 101 (2): 949-50. 



GENERAL HABITS: Deceptively like a hawk, e.g. Shikra, particu- 
larly in flight when resemblance heightened by barred underside 
and lower aspect of wings. Food: caterpillars and other insects. 
Call: a loud, shrill, screaming whistle bruin-feuer, brain-fever, etc., 
reiterated with monotonous persistency in nins of 5 or 6, rising 
successively to a frantic pitch and breaking off abruptly. Repeated 
again and again throughout the day and often also during the night. 
The calls are exactly like those of the better-known Brainfever Bird 
of the plains, but much shriller. 

NESTING : Brood-parasitic chiefly upor1 various species of laughing 
thrushes. Eggs very variable in size and coloration, but on the whole 
matching those of its hosts. 

RACIAL CHARAC~.ERLSTICS, &1EAsunEhnwrs, ETC: Specimeils collected by the 
Suvey measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
1 d 230 27.5 25 201 mm. 
1 9  219 29 27. 175 mm. 
1 o? 236 28.5 26 220 mm. 

A Schiifer skin ' 9 '  ad, has Wing 224 mm. 
Iiis creamy khaki; fleshy rim round eye and angle of gape lemon yellow; 

upper mandible blackish brown, lower greenish horn; legs, feet and claws 
chrome yellow. 

Schafer obtained a specimen of HODGSON'S Ham-CUCKOO, 
Cuculus fugm nisicolor Blyth, at  Gangtok (c .  6300 ft.) on 14 June, 
',Q ' Wing 178 mm. Lepcha name : Ding-pit. 

FIELD LDENTIFICATION : Supeficially similar to Cuculus 5. 

sparuerioides but smaller. Also differentiated from it by being un- 
barred on white lower abdomen and vent. Tail banded black and 
grey, the penultimate black band broadest, followed by a narrow 
band of grey-brown and another narrow black band. The call is 
similar to and equally as persistent as the Hawk-Cuckoo's but thinner 
and even more shrill. W. H. Matthews renders it as a very piercing, 
insistent gee-whiz-gee-whiz-gee-whiz, rising in pitch and tempo and 
ending in a slurring trill. 

The race nisicolor occurs from Nepal eastward to Assam and E. 
Pakistan between c. 2000 and 6000 ft. elevation. Its status hl Sikkim 
is uncertain, but Mandelli is credited with taking an oviduct egg here 

On %,"iecies fugar extends to S. Siberia, China and Japan, south 
to the Indochinese and Malaysian subregions and the Philippines. 
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THE INDIAN CUCKOO 

Cucdua n~icroptertu micropterw Gould 
Cuculus nricroptertrs Could, 1887, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lo~ldorr: 137-Himalayas. 

F.B.I. 4 :  144 
LOCAL NAMES : Takpo (Lepcha); Kang-ka-tolrg (Bhutia). 
SIZE : Pigeon. Slimmer. 
FIELD CHARACXERS: Very similar to the Kl~asia Hills Cudoo, C. 

c. bakeri-slaty grey above, black-ljarred white helow-hut readily 
distinguished by the broad black subterminal band on its tail (figure 
p. 52). Call: a four-noted 'orai~ge-pekoe' or 'crosu\-u;ord puzzle'. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncertain. Vwal from about end of March 
onwards; then commonly heard between c. 2000 and 5500 ft. elevation 
(Martam, Dikchu, Toong, Chungthang). Affects fairly ope~i jvooded 
country. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKK1A.I: Throughout the lowel- Hilnalayas 
east to Assam, N. India, W. Punjab. South to Bombay State, Madhya 
Pradesh, W. Bengal, E. Pakistan. Also the Indochinese and Malaysian 
subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS: AS of the genus. Its four-noted call is amongst 
the best-known bird voices and lends itself to a wide range of local 
onomatopoeic renderings, e.g. bo-kota-ko in Bengal, kyphal-paka in 
N. India, orange-pekoe or make more pekoe among tea gardeners, 
hawwota-tha in Anglo-Indian Hindustani, crossword zuzzle or what's 4 your trcncble, and so on. When in full voice the bir is obstreperous 
at  all hours of the day and night, especially moonlit, calling almost 
continuously in lon monotonous runs without chal~ge of cadence. 
One bird was time f at 23 calls a minute; another -13 calls in two 
minutes, without interruption. Food: largely caterpillars. 

NESTING : Brood-parasitic on laughing thrushes, chats, shortwings, 
the Paradise Flycatcher and numerous other species. Gammie found 
a full-fledged young cuckoo being fed by a pair of Streaked Spider- 
hunters, Arachizothera ntagna, in Sikkirn in September (Stray 
Feathers 5: 386). Eggs-bluish, similar to those of C. c. b a M ,  
usually matching more or less the eggs of the fosterers. Size about 
24x 18 mm. 

RACLAL CHARAcrEnrsTIcs, ~IEASUREAIENTS, ETC: EIurtert (Vog. pal. Fauna 
1 : 958) gives Wing d 0 as 192-91 5 mm. 

Iris brown; eyelids yellow; I > i l l :  uppcr miindiblc~ black, lo\\rer ma~~diblc 
basally yellow, distally grey; legs yellow. 



THE KHASIA HILLS CUCKOO 

Cuczclm canorus bakeri Hartert 
Cucultts catlorus bnkeri I-Iartert, 1912, Vog, pal. Fauna 2:  94&Shillong, 

Assam. 

F.B.I. 4 :  139 
LOCAL NAMES : Kukku (Lepcha); Akku (Bhutia). 
SIZE : Pigeon. Slimmer. 
FLELD C H A ~ A ~ R S :  Overall aspect together with long pointed 

wings, speed and manner of flight very hawk-like. Male: Abooe, 
dark slaty. Below, chin,, foreneck and breast pale ashy; rest of 
underparts white, broadly cross-barred with black. 

Tails of 
Khasia Hills Cuckoo Indian Cuckoo 

About one-third 

Female similar but more brownish above and on breast. Occasion- 
ally in a dimorphic 'hepatic' phase-barred chestnut and black. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Largely migratory, but very little dependable 
data available for Sikkim. Presence in a locality usually revealed 
by its well-known calls; bird apt to be overlooked when silent, as 
in winter. Calling only commences in spring. The Survey first 
heard it at  Pakyong and Arita (E. Sikkim) on 10/11 April; by the 
last week of April (Chungthang) the birds had become plentiful 
and noisy, chasing one another excitedly, courting and establishing 
territories. Schafer collected a specimen at Gangtok on 12 June. 
Mects openly wooded country, orchards near villages and outlying 
homesteads etc. 

In adjoining Bhu tc~ ,  Ludlow found it common at various eleva- 
tions in summer and took specimens at 10,000 and 11,000 ft. between 
June and September. 
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DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Su~nirler (breedin ) Nepal (?), 
Bhutan, Assam liills south of Brahmaputra River. inter, Assam 
plains; E. Pakistan. 

fG 
The species is largely migratory with a very extensive overall 

range in Europe, Africa, Asia, Australasia. 
GENERAL HABITS : Mainly arboreal and insectivorous. Feeds 

commonly on hairy cate illars taken off branches of trees; sometimes 
on the ground. Call: coo P -koo, cook-koo, repeated many times, varied 
occasionally by cook-cook-koo and husky croaks and chuckles, 
particularly when chasing a rival. When calling the tail is partly 
spread and cocked, the wings &mped at the sides, and the bird 
oscillates lightly from side to side. The female has a ri pling call 
likened to water bubbling, but may also utter the cook- oo call of 
the male (?). 

P 
NESTING : Brood-parasitic on pipits, chats, warblers, babblers, etc. 

The season synchronizes with that of its hosts, chiefly April to June. 
Eggs-broad, blunt ovals in slyape, llormally coloured like those of 
the fosterer, about 24 x 18 mm. All eggs laid by individual females 
are recognizable as such; she may lay 12 to 15 spread over several 
nests in her territory. The female is prmiscuous in her sex rela- 
tions. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, M E A S ~ E M E N T S ,  ETC: Distinguished from the 
typical European-W. Himalayan race cotlorits by its darker, almost blackis11 
slate upper plumage and much broader ;und blacker barring on the underparts. 

A specimen (d) collected by Schiifcr at Gnngtok has \iring 224 mm. 
Iris pale to deep yello\v: eyerin1 yellow; Iill dark horny 11l.ow11, paler and 

yellowish at base and on commissurc~, orange-yc.llo\v at gape: legs and fwt 
wan yellow. 

THE HIMALAYAN CUCKOO 

Cuculus saturatus s&urcEtw Blyth 
Cucdus sottiratus 'JTodgso~i=Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengol 12 ( 2 )  : 

942-Ncpal. 

F.B.I. 4 :  140  optaf aft^^) 
LOCAL NAME : Tong-ting-\lyang (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Pigeon-; slimmer. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S  : Very similar to C .  c. baked-slaty grey above, 

barred below-but with edge of wing-sl~oulder pure white instead 
of barred brown and white. Females sonletimes %epatic'. Cdl :  a 
distinctive hoopoe-like oop-oop-oop-oq. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Partially migratory, but no definite data for 
Sikkim since, like the last, easily o\lerlooked or confused with other 
cuckoos when silent. Commonly in voice from April between c. 4000 
~ n d  9000 ft. elmlati011 (Ke\vzing, Pemionche, Gangtok, Singhik, 
Toong, Lachen). H. G. Alexander heard one at Rangpo (c .  1200 ft.) 
on 30 November. Schiifer procured specimens at Gangtok in June. 
Affects openly wooded country. 



DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Suinmer (breeding), E. and S. Asia 
including the Himalayas to E. Assam between 5000 and 10,000 ft. 
Winter, south to the Philippines, Malaya, Australasia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Same as the previous species. Calls obstre- 
perously from exposed tree-tops for considerable periods at a time: 
a loud iip . . . oo -oq-oop-oop. The initial Gp is in undertone, and 
audible only at c f' ose range. In the distance the call may be con- 
fused with a hoopoe's except that it is almost invariably four-noted 
a ainst the hoopoe's three. When calling, the grey throat swells out 
l i e  a goitre. I t  also emits a relies of harsh groans, croaks and 
chuckles. 

NESTING : Seusm-principally April to June, corresponding with 
that of its usual fosterers-flycatcher- and leaf-warblers of the genera 
Seicercus and Phylloscopziq tiny birds less than a third its own size! 
Eggs-variable, usually matching its hosts' in coloration, and absurdly 
small for the size of the cuckoo, about 22x14 mm. 

R A C I A L  CI-IARA(:TERISTICS, hIEASUl\E>IEN.TS, ETC: 2 6 d collected by SchCfer 
have Wing 185, i88 mm. 

Iris yellow; l ~ i l l  da1.1~ horny green, yello\vish a t  gape; legs and feet wax 
yellow to hrigllt yello\v. 

THE SMALL CUCKOO 

Cuculus poliocephalus poli~cep,~ralus Latham 
Crtculrrs polic~cepho1tr.s Latham, 1790, Inclcx Orn. 1 : 215-lntlin. 

F.B.I. 4 :  142 
LOCAL NAMES : Dang-hlem (Lepcha); Pichu-giapu (Bhutia). 
SIZE : Myna+ ; slimmer. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Smaller than, but othelwise similar to C. c.  

bakeri-slaty grey above, black-barred white below-with the under- 
parts suffused with buff. Call diagnostic: a rattling 'That's your 
choky peppei. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncertain. Heard from about mid-April on, 
between c. 4000 ft. (Temi) and 6500 ft. (Gangtok). Schafer procured 
it at Dikchu (c. 2000 ft.) and Gangtok in June, and I have examined 
a May specimen from Chungthang in the Chicago Museum of Natural 
History. Affects openly wooded country. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Szrrnmer (breeding), Gilgit and 
through Kashmir and the Himalayas to Assam, north and south of 
Brahmaputra River. Winter, E. Pakistan and peninsular India, 
Ceylon, Andamans. The sl~ecies 1)reeds from Afghanistan to Japan, 
between 4.500 and 10,000 ft. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical cuckoo-arboreal, insectivorous. The 
unmistakable. call is a curious rattling or chattering, rather like a 
bulbul's in timbre, hut harsher. The first half goes up in scale, the 
second comes down. It  is well rendered I)y the \vorcIs t l ~ n t ' . ~  yorrr 
choky pepper with the accent CHI choler/. 

RESTING: Brood-parasitic on warblers and \wens of the genera 
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Phylloscopus, Seicercw and Microzvra, its laying season bein 
synchronous with theirs--chiefly April-May. Eggs-broadly elliptic$ 
usually more or less matching in coloration those of its hosts, a 
common type being terra cotta. Size &out 21 x 14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Apart from smaller size, 
distinguished from both C. c, bakeri and C. .s. .~nturntus by the edge of the wing- 
shoulder being ashy. 

Schifer's Sikkim skins give Wing 1 d 155; 1 9 157 mm. 
Iris brown; eyelids yellow; bill horny black, base of both mandibles, com- 

missure and gape yellow; legs and feet wax yellow. 

THE INDIAN PLAINTIVE CUCKOO 

C a c m n t i s  rnerulii~us passerinus (Vahl) 
Cuculus passerinus Vahl, 1797, Shiv. Naturhist.-Selsk., Kjobenhnvn 

4 (1) : 57-Tranquebar. 

F.B.I. 4 :  154 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Myna; slimmer. 
FTELD CHARACTERS: Ahme, slaty grey. Shoulder of wing and an 

oblique band on the browner primaries, white; this conspicuous on 
the underwing in flight. Tail blackish, partly barred and with white 
tips. Below, chin and throat ashy grey; abdomen paler, fading to 
white on vent and under tail-coverts. Sexes alike. Immature birds, 
and hepatic phase of adult female: Above, bri ht chestnut barred t with black. Below, white with narrow wavy lackish bars from 
breast down. Sometimes throat and breast also chestnut with 
obsolescent black barring. 

In the chestnut phase impossible to tell apart in the field from 
the Baybanded Cuckoo, Cacomantis s. sonneratii (Latham), also 
recorded in Sikkim. In the hand the latter may be distinguished by 
the tail feathers which narrow towards their tips. 

Call: p'teer, p'teer, p'teer and weeti-teeti (or Peter-Peter), the 
latter somewhat reminiscent of the crossword-puzzle calls of the 
Indian Cuckoo, but in a much higher key. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncertain. No specimens taken in Sikkim 
by the Survey or Schafer, nor by other recent investigators. Heard 
from end of March between 2000 and 6500 ft. elevation (Martam, 
Singhik, Pemionche). Affects openly ~vooded country. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTS~DE SIKKIM: Practically all India, locally up to 
c. 7000 ft. in the Himalayas. The species extends eastward though 
the Indochinese and Malaysian subregions to Hainan, the Philippines 
and Celebes. 

GENERAL HABITS: Active. Typical cuckoo. Besides the above 
calls, it has a pleasant, rather plaintive whistling song fee- pi p e e - r  - 
pipee-pee uttered from an exposed tree-top. Particu arly voca m 
overcast drizzly weather. 



NESTING : NO specific evidence from Sikkim. Elsewhere, tailor 
birds and wren-warblers are its normal hosts. Eggs very variable, 
but usually resembling those of the fosterers. Size about 20x 14 mm. 

RACIAL cIL~RAcTENSTICS, IMEAS~TREMENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives for 6 9 : 
Wing 114-122; bill 16-17; tarsus 18-19; tail 99-119 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, paler at chin and base of lower mandible; 
mouth orange-brick colour; legs and feet brownish yellow; claws horny brown. 

THE EMERALD CUCKOO 

Chalcites mnculatus (Gmelin) 
Trogor~ mnculot~rs Gmelin, 1788, Syst. Nat. 1 (1): 404--Ceylon. 

Plate 11, fig, 3 (facing p. 96) 

F.B.I. 4 :  162 
LOCAL NAME : Ang-pha (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulbul-. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A small cuckoo of resplendent plumage. 

Mule: Above, head, neck and upper parts brilliant glossy green with 
golden bronze reflections. Some white in the wings. Tail feathers 
tip ed white; the outermost pair with three irregular white bars. 
Be P ow, chin, throat and upper breast glossy green like back. Rest 
of lower plumage white, barred with metallic bronze-green. Under 
tail-coverts metallic green, barred with white. 

Female: Above, glistening emerald green with golden rufous 
crown and nape. Below, white (tinged with rufous on throat and 
flanks) barred with bronze-brown, narrowest on throat, broader and 
wider apart on abdomen. Young: Barred i-~~fous and brown above, 
white and brown below. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Undetemined. Apparently uncommon. 
Stevens has records for the Sikkim Himalayas between c. 4250 and 
4750 ft. elevation in April. The Survey came across it only at 
c. 7000 ft. (above Chungthang) in evergreen forest, also in April. 

DISTIUBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Summer (breeding), the Himalayas 
from Kumaon to E. Assam, normally to c. 6000 ft. Extends through 
Burma and the Indochinese subregion. Winter, south to Malaya 
and Sumatra. 

GENERAL HABITS: Unobtrusive and difficult to observe amongst 
the foliage canopy of tall trees which it usually affects. Call: 'a 
shrill, but not unmusical succession of three notes in an ascending 
scale' (Baker) in the breeding season. This is often the only indica- 
tion of its presence in a locality. 

NESTING : Season-April to July. Brood-parasitic mainly on sun- 
birds (Aetho yga) and spider-hunters (Arachnofhera). Eggs white, 
smudged wit f light brown or reddish brown. S i ~ e  about 1 7 ~  12 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERIS~CS,  MEASUREMENTS, ETC . The F n ~ ~ n , l  give5 Foi d ? : 
Wing 105-114; bill 14-15; tarsus c 15: tail 63-70 mm. 
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Iris d reddisli brow11 to crilnson, ? hro\vn; eyelids rrirt~\on; I i l l  < I~rigI~t 
orangc-yellow tipped with black, 9 ycllow only at 1):rsc; legs nr~d feet dark 
brownish green. 

THE INDIAN DRONGO-CUCKOO 

Surniculus luguhris dicruroi'des (Hodgson) 
Pseu(1orni.~ dicrtrroides Hodgson, 1839, Jotrr. .4sirrt. Soc. l3etrgnl 8 :  1Qfi ar~cl 

p1.-Morltitain\ of Nepal. 

F.B.I. 4 : 165 
LOCAL NAME : Kario-vyem (Lepcha). 
SIZE: hlyna; slimmer, with longer and forked tail. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Overall, glossy metallic: 1,lack. General 

appearance confusingly like the Black Drongo, but under tail-coverts 
and outermost tail feathers usually banded with white near base. 

Indian D~.ongo-Cr~ckoo Indian Black Drnnao 
(note exposed round nostril) (shrike-like ]look-tipped billi 

About three-qunl-ters 

Sexes alike. Call diagnostic: 6 (sometimes 7 or 8) short mllsical 
whistling notes, pi-pi-pi-ti-pi-jn'-pi, as if the bird were actually count- 
ing 1-2-3-1-5-6 etc., rising in scale and ending abrr~ptly. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Undetermined. 'On the air' from about 
mid- April between 3500 and 5500 ft. elevation (Singhik, Toong, 
Chungthang). Affects open forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIIIE SIKKIAX: The Himala!,ns from the Puniab 
(rare) to E.  Assam, u p  to c. GOO0 ft., and practically the entire 
Indian Union, E. Pakistan and Ceylon. The species extend5 to 
S. China, and south through the Indochinese and hlalaysian sub- 
regions to the Philippines and Celehes. 

GENERAL HABITS: Entirely arboreal and typically cuculine. Feeds 
on caterpillars and insects as well as fnlit (Ficus etc.). Sometimes 
hawks winged insects from a tree-top like a Bronzed or ,4shy Drongo. 
\Yhen calling, h e  bodv assumes a horiyontal stance. 

N E S ~ G :  Not recorded in Sikkim. Presumabl!,. as e l se~~here .  lays 
froln April to June when it is most vocal. Hosts not sufficiently 
known. 



RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The IJau~la gives for d 9 
Wing 129-1.47 (av. 1.37.4); bill from nostril 15.5-17; tarsus c. 19; tail 
IOG-133 mm. 

Iris l~rown; bill bronmish black, pale dusky orange at gape; lcgs and feet 
greyish brown; claws horny brown. 

THE LARGE HIMALAYAN GREENBILLED MALKOHA 

Rhopodytes tristis tristis (Lesson) 
Alelias trisfis Lesson, 1830, TraitC d'Ornith., livr. 2, p. 132-Sumatra 

errore = Bengal. 

F.B.I. 4:  178 
LOCAL NAME : Sanku (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Pigeon; with a long tail c. 15 inches. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Above, forehead grey with shiny bristly black 

shafts to the feathers. A patch of bright crimson skin round eye. 
Upper plumage dark ashy grey with deep green gloss. Tail darker, 

Large Hima1ay:un Greentjilled Malkoha 
Ahout one-fifth 

long, broad, steeply graduated, tipped with white and cross-rayed 
still darker. Below, chin, throat and sides of head yellowish ashy 
grey, darkening to blackish on lower abdomen and vent. The 
feathers of chin, throat and breast with black bristly shafts. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Presumably resident. Not common, but 
fre uent between c.  1000 and 6500 ft. elevation behveen November 
a n 1  April (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Gnngtok). Schiifer took a 
specimen at Gangtok, 10 February. Stevens found it in the Rungbong 
Valley up to 3600 ft. Affects dense secondary evergreen jungle. 
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DISTRIBUTION 0UTSIL)E SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Garhwal to 
the Mishmi Hills where it intergrades with tlie eastern race d i e m  
Mayr, stretching through Burma, Yunnm and Indochina. The 
species is found in Malaya, Sumatra and the Kangean Islands. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps to trees as well as low scrub, crcepin 
through the branches, and seldom if ever drsce~~ding to the grounb: 
Flight laboured, with the long, white-tipped, graduated tail caupi- 
cuous. When shooting dowr~ on alarm from a tall tree down a 
hillside or to dive into shrubbery, looks like a tree pie. Food: cater- 
pillars, large insects, lizards, etc. Call: a peculiar croak uttered at 
intervals of a few seconds. 

NESTING : A non-parasitic cuckoo. Season-April to June. Nest 
-a sparse, shallow atform of twigs, sometimes mixed with roots 
and coarse grass bla d" es, rather like a dove's nest. Placed 4 to 10 ft. 
up or higher in a bush, sapling or bamboo clump with no effort at 
concealment. Eggs-2 to 4, chalky white, about 34x26 Inm. 

RACIAL CKA~ACTEHISTICS, MEAS~~RE~.IEXTS,  ETC: Differs from saliens of 
Burma etc, in having a larger wing. 3 2 6 of typical tdstis recently collected 
in E. Nepal by Dr Ripley measure: Wing 169-170; tail (of 2) 380, 383.5 mm. 
Schafer's Sikkim 9 has Wing/Tail l60/3RO mm. 

Iris brown; orbital skin crimson-magenta; a patch between base of bill and 
nostril same colour; bill horny green; legs and feet greenish slate. 

Family STHIGIDAE : Owls 

Subfamily TYTONINAE 

THE SIKKIM BAY OWL 

Plaodilus badius saturattls Robinson 
Phndilus brrrliris suttrrotfts Robinson, 1927, Rrrll. Brit. Orn. CI. 47 : 121- 

Native Sikkirn. 

Plate 9, fig. 1 (facing p. 80) 

F.B.I. 4 :  3m 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Pigeon - . 
F~ELD CHARACTERS: A small chestnut-bay owl with vinous-pink 

facial disc, and white ruff tipped with ohestnut and black. Abooe, 
chestnut, spotted with black and buff. Outer webs of first two 
primaries barred white and black. Tail chestnut, barred with black. 
Below, vinous-pink spotted with black and white except on foreneck, 
and down centre of abdomen to under tail-coverts. Legs fully - 
feathered. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Very rare. Recorded in the Teesta Valley 



3t C .  2000 ft. elevation by G .  E. Shaw (20 November 1915). Accord- 
ing to Stevens, confined in the Sikkim Himalayas to heavy foothills 
forest. .1 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal to Assam north and south of 
tlle Bralimaputra; Manipur. The species is found in Ceylon and 
through the Indochinese and Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS : Entirely noctuinal and almost completely blind 
in sunlight. Call: described as a soft single hoot; also much cater- 
wauling during the breeding season. Food: small mammals and 
birds, lizards, frogs and insects. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Season (in Assam)-March to 
May. Nest-a natural unlined hollow in a tree. Eggs--4 or 5, white, 
round, about 35X 30 mm. 

R ~ C I A I .  CHARACTERISTICS, ~IFASUREMENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives for 8 ? : 
Wing 214-237; bill 30-32; tarsus 47-48; tail 92-97 mm. 

'Iris deep brown or black; bill crcnmy yellow; legs and feet clay brown 
or yellowish brown, the cla\vs paler.' 

Szi bfamil y STFUGINAE 

THE HIMALAYAN COLLARED SCOPS OWL 

Otus bakkamoena lettia (Hodgson) 
Scops lettia Hodgson, 1833, Asiut. Res. 19 : 176-Nepal. 

Plate 9, fig, 3 (facing p. 80) 

F.B.I. 4 :  427 
LOCAL NAME : Lattya kusyal (Nepali). 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A charming little 'homed' owlet, grey-brown 

or rufous-brown above, velmiculated and mottled with whitish. A 
prominent pale half collar on upper back. Below, chin and throat 
white or buff, the latter barred and stippled with black. Rest of 
lower plumage white to rich buff, streaked with black and with 
fine wavy bars of reddish brown. Legs fully feathered or 'stock- 
inged'. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not uncommon. Resident up to at least 
6500 ft. (Singtam, Martam, Kewzing, Singhik, Gangtok). Affects 
open forest and groves of trees about habit a t' lons. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal east through Assam; 
hianipur, E. Pakistan. Plains and foothills and up to c. 8000 ft. 
The Western Himalayas from Murree to Garhwal are inhabited by 
the race plumipes. Several other races are found in India and the 
species is widely distributed in SE. Asia, including the Indochinese 
and Malaysian subregions. 



GENERAL HABITS : Entirely noctur~ral. Its presence in a locality 
is liable to be easily overlooked but for the dia nostio tell-tale call 
of the male, heard from after dark until hetare fawn. It  is a short 
single musical hoot, reminiscent in the distance of the bark of a 
cheetal sta (but shorter), repeated every 15 or 20 seconds or so 
sometimes f or over half an hour at a stretcli. Whether tlre female 
also calls is not known. Food: mice, small birds, beetles, etc. 

NESTING : Season-February to April; perhaps longer. Ne~f-a 
natural hollow or old woodpecker-hole in a dead tree stump, 5 to 
15 ft. from the ground, unlined. Egg.v13 or 4, white, roundish 
ovals, about 33 x 28 mm. 

RACLAL CHAMCTEHISTICS, ~ZEASUREMENTS, I:.I.c:. Differs from plurnipes 01 
the \I7. Himalayas in h a v i ~ ~ g  only thc legs Icathercul and the toes I~are. A 
Sikkirn Survey specimen (6) measures: Wing 150; I~ill 28; tarsus 36; tail 
81 mm. 

Schafer's specimen from Gangtok 'd' has \Vil~g 169 I I I I I I .  

Iris yellowish brown; bill greenish horn; feet and cla\vs dubks olive. 

THE EASTERN SPOTTED SCOPS OWL, Otw spilocephalus spilocephalus 
(B1 th), has also been recorded in the Teesta and Rungbong Valle s d an is apparently not uncommon between c. 3000 and 6000 ft. altitu l e. 

Size and general a pearance similar to the Collared Scops, but 
with the collar on hin 1 neck ill defined. Crown with numerous pale 
rufescent spots edged with black. Lower plumage rufous or 
rufescent brown, mottled and vermiculated with whitish and black, 
spotted and barred on breast. 

Entirely nocturnal. Call: a metallic, plaintive, double whistle 
phew . . . plzeu, with a half-second's pause between tlle two. Repeated 
at intervals of a few seconds for long stretches throughout the night. 

THE FOREST EAGLE-OWL 

Bubo nipdensis niplensis Hodgson 
Bubo nipalerlsis Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 172-Nepal. 

Plate 9, fig. 2 (facing p. 80) 

F.B.I. 4: 418 
LOCAL NAMES : Huhu (Nepali); Migdori (Bhutia). 
SIZE : Kite; heavier. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S  : A large, powerful ow1 with two black-and- 

white horn-like feather tufts above the head. fully feathered legs, 
and brown eyes. Aboue, dark brown scallol~ed with buff. Beloto, 
fulvous wlute barred with blnchsh on throat and I~reast, the bars 
breaking up into chevron-like spots on abdomen. Sexes alike. Young 
birds pale buff overall, barred with blackish above and below. 
Wings and tail brown barred with whitish. 



$2 S T H I G I D A E  

STATUS m HABITAT: Rare. Resident (i') from ? elevation up to 
c. 7000 ft. Stevens mentions two specimens procured in the Rungbong 
Valley 'below 5000 ft.' Affects heavy tropical forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIWM : The lower Himalayas from Kumaon 
through Nepal and Bhutan (?) to Assam, East Pakistan; Shevaroy 
Hills, humid SW. peninsular India, Ceylon. The species extends 
through the Indochinese subregion. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to those of the Tawny Fish Owl. Bold 
and powerful; commonly on the move in daytime. Preys largely 
upon kaleej pheasants and junglefowl captured at their night roosts. 
Also credited with killing young barking deer. Call: described as 
'a low, deep and far-sounding moaning hoot'. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim, and apparently rarely in the 
Himalayas. Utilizes deserted nests of eagles etc. Egg-nonnally a 
singleton, white, typical roundish oval, about 61 x 50 mm. 

I~ACIAL C ~ R A C T E R L S T I C S ,  AIEASU~EMENTS.  Ere: Legs f ~ ~ l l y  feathered to 
toes. Inner claw vely large. The Fauna gives the measurements (d  9 )  as:  
Wing 425-470; tarsus 60-62; tail 229-250 mm. Stevens measured two Sikkini 
skins: Wing d 438; 9 411 mm. 

'Iris brown or hazei brown; bill dull \vau yellow to yellow; toes dusky 
yellow; claws pale horny, d:~lkel at tips.' 

THE TAWNY FISH OWL 

Bubo flauipes (Hodgson) 
Cultrurtgrck Flavipes Hodgson, 1836, Jour. Asicit. Soc. Rengnl 5 :  364, pl. 

26-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 4 :  411 
LOCAL NAME : Lak-kyo-o-mung (Lepcha) = 'the kyo-o-calling devil: 
SIZE: Kite. 
FIELD C H A R A C T ~ S :  A large powerful owl with two long ear-tufts 

projecting from head, partly feathered tarsus and staring golden 
yellow eyes. Aboue, rich orange-rufous broadly streaked with 
blackish brown. Below, rich rufous-buff streaked with reddish 
brown, more heavily on breast. A white patch on throat. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident (?) up to c. 6000 ft. altitude where 
Schafer obtained a specimen (15 June, Gangtok). I observed a pair 
of large owls, presumably this species, on a densely forested hillside 
13ordering the Teesta River at Martam (c. 3000 ft.) in December 
1952, and again at the identical spot in the same trees over two 
years later (March 1955)! Affects heavy tropical forest near strea~ns. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The lower Hirnalayas from Kashmir 
through Nepal ancl Bhutan to Assam and the hills of E. Pakistan. 
Extends through the Indochinese subregion to S. China. 

C:ENERAL HABITS : Crepuscular and nocturnal, though seemingly 
little inconvenienced by sunlight and sometimes even hunting in 
daytime. Food: chiefly fish, frogs, crabs, etc., 1)iit f~.erlueiitly kills 
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large birds such as junglefowl, and small mammals. Call: described 
b Stuart Baker as a deep whoo-hoo; also said to utter a curious cat- 9. mewing call. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim. Seuso~r (in Assam)-December 
IS-normall 2, white, roundish ovals, about 

57x47 to February. mm. La1 Egi in disuse c l  nests of eagles. 
RACUL CHAHACTERLS~~ICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Tarsus feathered tor almut 

one-third length behinci, two-thirds in front. The Fauna gives the measure- 
ments as: d 0 Wing 410-455; tarsus 00-67; tail 215-227 rnm. Scllaf~r's 
Sikkim skin, ' 9 ' .  has Wing 430 mm. 

Iris yellow; cere dingy green; bill horny I~lack; 1c.g~ yellowish grey, dingy 
greenish or slaty green; claws horny black. 

THE COLLARED PIGMY OWLET 

Glaucidium brodiei brodiei (Burton) 
Noctun Brodiei 13urto11, 1836 (18551, Proc. Zoo!. Soc. Londorl: 152- 

Himalayas (restricted to Simla by Stuart Baker). 

Plate 9, fig, 4 (facing p. 80) 

F.B.I. 4 :  450 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Bulbul; squatter and shorter tailed. 
n E L D  CHARACTERS: A passable miniature of the Barred Owlet. 

Overall, barred grey-brown with a prominent white supercilium, 
rufous half-collar on upper back, and white patch on throat. Also 
has a dimorphic rufous or chestnut phase. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common between c. 2000 
and at least 7000 ft. elevation (Sin tam, Martam, Gangtok, Lingtam, 
Pemionche). In Bhutan, Ludlow o tained it up to 10,000 ft. Affects 
open forest. 

t 
DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from the Afghan 

border through Kashmir, Nepal and Bhutan to Assam and E. Pakistan. 
The species stretches through Burma and the Indochinese and 
Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS : Largely diurnal. Hunts cicadas, grasshoppers, 
beetles, lizards, small mammals and birds. Insects are often held 
in one foot and brought up to the bill to be tom before nvallowing, 
rather like a parakeet tackling a nut. Calls by day as well as night, 
a pleasant, tinkling, four-noted whistle toot . . . tootoot . . . toot re- 
peated every few seconds. The head is turned from side to side while 
calling, producing a ventriloquistic effect. 

N E s n N G  : Seasoti-April-May. Nest-a11 unlined natural hollow 
in a tree-trunk, sometimes a very large one, or an old wood ecker- 
or barbet-hole, 5 to 30 ft. up. Eggs-normally 4, urbite, roun$about 
28 X 24 mm. 

RACIAL CHAIWCTERISTICS, XIEASL'HEME%TS, ETL: TWO SlliL~n >kills in the 
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Chicago Museum of Natural History examined by me, together with a male 
collected I,y the Survey, measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
1 d 87.5 15 2 1 57 mm. 
2 $ 2  93-97, 14-14.5 2 1 57-59 mm. 

Three ad. specimens (SPX?) in Schifel.'~ Sikkim collection have Wing 91, 
06, 99 mm. 

Iris bright lemor~ yellow; bill and feet pale greenish yellow. Tarsus 
feathered. 

THE HIMALAYAN BARRED OWLET 

Glaucicliunt cucu[oides cuculoides (Vigors) 
h'octua cuculoides Yigors, 1831, Proc. Comm. Zool. Soc. Lordon: 8- 

Himalayas ( = Simln-Almora district). 

F.B.I. 4 :  444 
LOCAL NAME : Tanpum (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Pigeon - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A dumpy, 'hornless', dark brown (or olive- 

brown) owlet, closely barred with whitish above and below. 
Abdomen whitish with longitudinal blackish striations. A prominent 
white patch on throat. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Common u p  to c. 6500 ft. 
elevation (Singtam, Martam, Dikchu, Singhik, Temi, Kewzing, 
Pemionche, Gangtok). Affects thin open forest. 

D I s T n I s u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The lower Himalayas from Murree 
through Nepal to W. Bhutan. The rest of Bhutan, Assam hills north 
of the Brahrnaputra, Patkoi and Naga hills and NW. Burma are 
po ulated by the race austemcin. The species extends through the 
In 1 ochinese subregion to S. China, Hainan, Java, Bali. 

GENERAL HABITS: Largely diurnal and hunting freely in the 
dappled sunlight of open forest. Food: beetles, grasshoppers, etc., 
as well as lizards, mice and small birds. Flight: oblicluely dipping, 
as of other owlets-a series of rapid flaps followed by a pause with 
wings closed. Call: normally a rising crescendo of harsh squawks 
ending abruptly. Also a quavering 'whistle' woioioioi . . . keek, and 
various croaks and chuckles. Uttered mostly during daytime. 

NESTING: Garnmie took eggs in Sikkim at c.  2000 ft. elevation. 
Seaso-April-May. Nest-an unlined hollow in a tree-trunk, 20 to 
40 ft. up. Eggs-normally 4, white, round, about 37x31 mm. 

RACIAL CHARAC:TEHIS,~ICS, MEASURE MEN.^^, ETC: The adjoining eastern race 
cilrsteruin Hipley is larger, darker, anrl markedly rufescerit. 

2 9 !? collectecl by the Sikki~n Survey measure: Wing 100-162;-11ill 20.5- 
22; tarsus 28-30; tail 92-98 mm. A 3 in Schiifer's Sikkirn collection has 
I'Ving 160 mm. 

Iris lemon yelloiv; bill greenish horn; leet greyish olive-yvllo\v; cla\vs horny 
brown. 
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THE HIMALAYAN BROWN WOOD OWL 

Stn'x leptograinmica newareitsis (Hodgsoa) 
Ulula twworensis Iiodgson, 18.36, Asiut. Res. 19: 178-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 4: 400 
LOCAL NAMES : Bulaka (Nepali); Mik-dab-bru (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Kite. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A large owl with whitish facial disc and no 

projecting aigrettes or 'ears'. Abme, chocolate brown; scapulars, 
wings and upper tail-coverts barred with white. Tail brown, 
barred with fulvous and tipped with white. Below, chin mixed 
chocolate and white; a pure white patch on throat. Rest of lower 
plumage buffy white, suffused with brownish on breast, barred with 
dark brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Recorded from the base of the hills up to 
13,000 ft. in Sikkim. Schaer obtained a specimen at Gangtok, 
c. 6300 ft., in winter (10 December). Mects forest. 

DIsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE SIILIUM: Throughout the Himalayas, west 
to east, nomally between 2000-3000 and 8500 ft. elevation. The race 
indranee occurs in southern India. The species ranges through the 
Indcchinese and Malaysian subregions to S. China, Formosa and 
Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Nocturnal. Bold and powerful, preying on 
pheasants and junglefowl in addition to smaller birds and mammals 
etc. Call: a deep four-noted hoot, hoo . . . hoohoo . . . hoo. A. E. Jones 
has also described what is probably a conversational note between 
a pair at dusk-a low, sonorous km-bmi 'rather like a domestic 
pigeon', and querulous screams and loud snapping of the bill on 
detection of an intruder in the vicinity of the nest, and when 
apprehensive. 

NESTING: Season-January to March. Nest-of a few sticks and 
feathers, on a shelf in a precipice or hole scraped in the ground 
at the foot of a steep rock in a shady ravine. Eggs-1 or 2, white, 
roundish ovals, about 57 x46 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEIUSTICS, M E A S U R E M C . ~ ~ ,  ETC: Differs from the race 
indranee of Deccan and south India chiefly in its larger size: Wing over 380 
mm. against under 370. The Fauna givcs the measurements ( d  9) as: \4'i11g 
382-412; tail 229-335; tarsus 53-56 mm. 

Iris brown; bill greenish horny, bluish near base, plu~nbeous on cere; toes 
pale leaden; claws dusky. 
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Strix aluco nioicola (Blyth) 
Syrttium itioicolum 'Hodgson'=Blyth, 1845, J o ~ l r .  Asiat. Soc. Bengol 14 (1): 

185-Himalayas (=Nepal).  

F.B.I. 4:  398 
LOCAL NAMES : Kashi-op tak-pum (Lepcha); Uko (Bhutia). 
SIZE: Kite-. 
FIELD CWCTERS: NO aigrettes or 'horns', and with a whitish 

facial disc. Above, rich rufous-brown, barred with dark brown. 
Below, rufous-fulvous, rich on breast, paler elsewhere. Close-barred 
on chin and throat; streaked and cross-barred with dark brown on 
rest of lower plumage. Sexes alike; female slightly larger. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Recorded between 6000 and 14,000 ft. 
elevation in the Sikkirn Himalayas. SchSer procured a specimen 
at Zalang near Lachen (10 September). Affects rocky forested 
ravines etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Murree to 
E. Assarn north of the Brahmaputra; Lushai Hills. Nolmally up 
to c. 9000 ft. The race biddulphi replaces it in Kashmir and Gilgit 
to Afghanistan. The species is widespread in Europe to W. Siberia, 
south to N. Africa; Iran, Turkestan to China and Korea. 

GENERAL HABITS: Purely nocturnal, hiding by day in a leafy tree 
or bush, or even on the round in a shady ravine, sitting upright 
and motionless with eyes half closed. Solitary or in pairs. Seldom 
seen, but commonly heard durin night. Call: unmistakable when 
once learnt-a deep, mellow hoo- f oo or hu . . . hoo-hoo (or gtig . . . 
gii-gti-@roo or twit . . . too-hoo). Foocl: chiefly rats; also other small 
mammals, lizards, beetles, etc. 

NESTING: Semm-January to April. Nest-an unlined hollow in 
a tree-trunk or cliff. Eggs-2 or 3, white, typical round ovals about 
48 X 42 mm. 

RACIAL C I I A R A C ~ R I S T I C S ,  MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The race biddtrlphi of 
Kashmir etc. is pier and greyer in tone of upper plumage without any rufous 
tinge. Also has the upper parts streaked in addition to the barring. 

The Fauna gives for d 9 Wing 282-312; tarsus 45-48; tail 168-175 mm. 
Schafer's Sikkim specimen (d ad.) has Wing 290 mm. 

Iris brown; bill pale yellowish flesh, cere brown; tarsus woolly, t c ~ s  

partially feathered; ends of toes plumbeous; claws brown. 
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THE SHORTEARED OWL 

Asio finznletcs ffummeus (Pontoppidan) 
Strix Fluntmeu Pontoppidan, 1768, Da11sL. Atlas 1: 017, pl. 2S-S\vedcn. 

F.B.I. 4 :  394 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Jungle Crow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: General aspect streaked brown and buff with 

a darker greyish head and two short blackish 'ears' projecting from 
above the forwardly directed eyes. Facial disc white with bristly 
black feathers intermixed, surrounded by a dark brown ruff. Tail 
and wings barred rufous and black. In flight, the white underside 
of the pointed wings, blackish at tips and with a prominent blackish 
bar across each, diagnostic. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Irregular winter visitor and passage migrant; 
recorded in the Rungbong Valley and elsewhere in the foothills of 
the Sikkim Himalayas, up  to c. 6000 ft.-December to end February. 
AfFects open undulating grassy country dotted with bushes. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S ~ M  : Sul~imer breeding), the Holarctic d Region. Winte~, Africa, southern Asia inclu ing practically all India. 
GENERAL HABITS : Seen singly; sometimes in loose, scattered parties. 

More diurnal than most owls, occasionally even huntin during day- f time. Normally spends the day resting on the groun at the base 
of a bush or grass-tussock, often sunning itself in the mornings or 
afternoons spread-eagled flat on the ground. Steady, deliberate wing 
beats in flight reminiscent of the Houbara Bustard. Food: rats, 
mice, large grasshoppers, etc. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS. XIEASUREX[FNTS, ETC. Wlllg C: '790-330, t:111 
140-160 mm. (Hartert). Ta~sub (feathered) c. 47 mm. 

Iris bright lemon yt.llov,,; I~ill s l ~ t y  black; toe\ dark brow.11. r.la\v\ I~orrr! 
black. 

Family PODARGIDAE : Frogmouths 

HODGSON'S FROGMOUTH 

Batrachostomus hodgsoni hodgsoni (G. R. Gray) 
Otothrix hodgsoni G. R. Gray, 1859, Proc. Zool. Soc. L O I I ~ O I I :  101, pl. 152, 

Aves-Northern India=Darjeeling. 

Plate 11, fig. 5 (facing p. 96) 

F.B.I. 4 :  378 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Myna+. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : An obliteratingly coloured, speckled greyish 

brown nightjar irregularly black-blotched on the crown, with an 



enormous gape and broad flattened horny bill aptly suggestive of 
its name. 

Fmde  chestnut overall with broad white patches on scapulars. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Evidently very rare. Not met with by the 

Sikkim Sulvey or by Schafer. Has been recorded in the Great 
Rangeet Valley at 3000-4000 ft. by Hodgson, and at Namche by 
Mandelli. Affects subtropical evergreen forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SLKKIM: Nepal (?), Bhutan, Assam north and 
south of the Brahmaputra; E. Pakistan. Foothills and up to c. 6000 
ft. elevation. The species extends eastward t.hrough the Indoclkese 
subregion. 

GENERAL HABITS : Sonlewhat sluggish; insectivorous, crepuscular 
and nocturnal. Keeps to heavy jungle. Actions and behaviour like 
a nightjar's, but perches on branches, lengthwise or across, and nor- 
mally not on the ground. Captures beetles on the wing as well as 
on the ground and from branches. Said to utter a soft, rapid croo- 
croo or cooroo-cooroo, but voice and calls and habits very imperfectly 
known. 

NESTING: Mandelli took a nest with eggs in Silikim. Seasola- 
April to June. Nest-a round pad or shallow cup of soft downy 
feathers coated on the exterior with spider's webs, lichens, bits of 
bark, etc. Placed on a bare horizontal branch of a tree, 5 to 15 ft. up. 
Eggs-1 or 2, white, long, elliptical, about 27 x 18 mm. 

RACIAL CWACTERISTICS, M E A S U ~ A I E N T S ,  ETC : Wings short and rounded 
with the fourth and fifth quills longest. Tail long and graduated. Conspicuous 
bristly leathers at  base of bill and tufb of the same in front of the eyes. 
lJron1inent ear-tufts with bristles at end of the feathers. 

The Fauna gives the measurement., (d 9 ) as : Wing 126-141; bill 17-18; 
lateral width at gape 29-32; tarsus 15-.16; tail 131-1.43 mm. 

Iris variegated grey, brown and yellow; bill fleshy pink or yellowish horn; 
legs and feet pinkish flesh. 

Family CAPRIMLTLGIDAE : Nightjars 

THE HIMALAYAN JUNGLE NIGHT JAR 

Cqwrimulgus indicus hazarae Whistler & Kinnear 
Caprimzclgus indicrrs hazarae Whistler & Kinnear, 1935, Jozlr. Bonzbay 

Nut .  Hist .  Soc. 35: 37-Abbotabad, Ilnzara Dist., NW. Hi~nalayas. 

F.B.I. 4 :  367 (under jotaka) 
LOCAL NAME : Tamor (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Pigeon-; with a longer tail. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S  : A soft-plumaged, long-winged, owl-like bird, 

brownish buff and gre mottled and streaked with rufous, black and 
white; calour remarka g ly obliterative when bird is squatting on the 
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ground. Best identified by the characteristic call : chuck-chuck or 
chucko-ch~cko etc. in quick-repeated runs of 7 to 12 tima. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: 2 Possibly an altitudinal migrant, or over- 
looked in winter when silent. First heard by the Survey on 17 April 
(Lachen, c.  9000 ft.), but Schafer procured a .specimen at Chungthang 
(c.  5000 ft.) on 6 December. According to Stevens occurs up to 
7000 or 8000 ft. in the Sikkim Himalayas during the breeding season, 
and down to their base in winter. Ludlow obtained specimens in 
Bhutan and SE. Tibet between 6500 and 11,000 feet-April, June, 
July. Affects forest with ravines and glades. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas from Hazara District 
in NW. Pakistan east to Assam, Burma and Yunnan-from foothills 
up. The nominate race occupies peninsular India south of the 
Himalayas. The species ranges over south-ea~t Siberia, W. China, 
Japan and the Palau Islands, migrating south in winter from the 
northern parts. 

GENERAL WITS: AS of the family-insectivorous, crepuscular and 
nocturnal. Spends the daytime squatting on the ground at the base 
of a bush, or lengthwise along the branch of a tree. Has a silent, 
owl-like sailing flight. Captures beetles, moths, etc. on the wing, 
turning and twisting in their pursuit or to avoid obstacles with great 
dexterity. Call: chuclc or chucko rapidly repeated in runs of 7 to 12, 
and resumed after a break of a second or so, for an hour or more at 
a stretch. Very vocal during the breeding season, particularly during 
moonlit nights and in the early hours before dawn (c. 2 to 4 a.m.). 

N E S ~ G  : Not recorded in Sikkim. Season-presumably April 
to ?. Egg-2, white, marbled with grey, about 31 X2.3 mm. Laid 
on bare, often stony ground in ravines etc. 

RACIAL C-4CTERISmCS, VE~SURE~.IEKTS, ETC: In the species in( l icf~s  the 

tarsus is feathered. d : 4 outer pairs of recbices with subterminal white S@S. 

First four primaries with a \vhitc spot, dlnt on the first primary very small. 
A wllite balld across throat. 3 : No white tips to tail feathers; spots on the 
primaries s~nall and rulous. Throat-band buff. The ~ i m a l a ~ a n  race hamrile 
differs from peninsular Indian ii~cficrts in being \T7arrner and browner in colora- 
tion, with the markings on back heavier and barring on tail broader. Also 
averages larger. A Schafer skin \Q! from Sikkim has Wing/Tail 213/140 mm. 
Distance from tip of first primary to tip of fourth 22 mm. (Streemann). 

Iri5 reddish brown; bill blackish horn; legs brown. 

Neither the Survey nor Schafer met with the LONGTAILED 
NIGHTJAR, Caplr'mulgm nurcncrus albonotafus Tickell, in Sikkim. 
According to Stevens this has been obtained by G. E. Shaw in the 
Teesta Valley at elevations from 2500 to 3750 ft. 

Size and overall appearance same as of the Himalayan Jungle 
Nightjar, but $ has only two outer pairs of rectrices with broad 
white tips. A white spot each on first four primaries, that on the 
second quill intemipted in the middle. 9 : spots on prinlaries rufous- 
buff; tips of the two outermost pairs of rectrices smaller and buff. 
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Tarsi feathered in both sexes. Call: a diagnostic loud, resonant 
chaunk, clzaunk, chnunk likened to the distant blows of an adze on a 
plank. I t  is repeated any number of times up  to 50 or so, at the 
rate of about 5 in four seconds. Uttered from a bough almost 
incessantly from dusk to dawn, especially during the breeding season. 

Family APODIDAE : Swifts 

Str bfamily APODINAE 

THE HIMALAYAN PLAINRUMPED SWIFTLET 

Cdlocalia breoirostm's hrevirostris (McClelland) 
Hirui~tlo brevirostris blcClelln~~cl, 1840, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 155-Assam. 

F.B.I. 4 :  348 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
JTELD C H A R A ~ ~ E R S  : A tiny, slender, fork-tailed, brown swift. 

Above, dark brown with a slightly paler rump. Below, uniformly 
greyish brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Noted as uncommon but frequent at between 
5000 and 6500 ft. (Chungthang, Gangtok) in April, and SchSer 
obtained specimens at the latter place in June. Blanford records 
it from the Chola Range at 12,000 ft. in August, as well as at low 
elevations throughout the Teesta Valley in autumn (1870). 
Apparently ranges to high elevations even in winter as Stevens 
observed it on the Singalila Ridge near Phalut (c. 11,700 ft.) in 
February. Ludlow found it common in Bhutan and rocured speci- 
mens between 5000 and 12,750 ft., August to Novem % er. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIIUUM: The Himalayas from E. Punjab to 
Assam, from the foothills up  to c. 12,000 ft. Uncommonly to the 
Andamans in winter. The species occurs throughout the Indochinese 
subregion and central and western China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Gregarious like the other swifts, spending most 
of the day on the wing hawking insects, es ecially high up  over river 
valleys and defiles. The characteristic swi ? t flight is punctuated from 
time to time by interludes of pipistrelle-like fluttering. Roosts in 
enormous clusters in dark caves and grottoes, clinging like pipistrelle 
bats to the rough rock surfaces in a vertical position, head upwards. 
The continuous chorus of soft, twittering chit-chit whioh the birds 
utter is reminiscent of a bat roost. The ease and suddenness with 
which the birds are apparently able to adapt their eyesight to the 
pitch-dark interior of a cave, as they shoot in through a narrow 
entrance from the brilliant sunshine outside and find their way among 
its hidden recesses, is quite phenomenal. 



T H E  W H I T E T H R O A T E D  S P I N E T A I L  S W I F T  71 

NESTING: Breeds in dark caves in dense colonies. No record in 
Sikkim, but one such cave in the Chakrata District, U.P., at c. 9000 ft. 
is well described by Col. E. A. Glennie (Iw. Bombay Nd.  Hist.  
Sm. 44: 549, 1944). Season-May-June. Nest-a tiny open cup d 
ag lutinated moss with the rim sl in down from the vertical rock 
w 3 1 to which it is gummed with ? %  t e irds' saliva. Eggs-2, white, 
long narrow blunt ovals. Size about 2 2 X  14 mm. 

RACIAL CIIARACTERISTICS, MEASUnEMESTS, ETC: In this species the tail is 
forked 6-12 mm. deep, and the tarsus always feathered in front. Schifcr's 
Sikkim skins, 4 ad. (sex?), have \Virlg 123, 126, 126, 128 mrn. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet brownish fleshy. 

THE WHITETHROATED SPINETAIL SWIFT 

Chaetwa caudacuta nudipes (Hodgson) 
Cypselus (Chaeturn) nudipes Hodgson, 1537 (1836), Jotis. .4sint. Scc. Aengal 

5 : 779-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 4 :  340 
LOCAL NAME : Silli-ang tiphi-timbo (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulbul + . 
FIELD C H I L R A ~ R S :  A large blackish brown swift, normally seen 

hawking insects high up  in the air on long, narrow, ted, bow- 
shaped wings. Above, glossy black except back F e  brown). 
Wings with the secondaries largely white on the inner webs. Belw,  
chin, throat and under tail-coverts pure white. Rest of underparts 
dark brown with a whitish patch on flanks. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A bird of enormous foraging range and of 
sudden appearances and disap earances-here one moment, mil= P away the next. Therefore, loca status difficult to determine unless 
nest colony actually found. Noted by the Survey at Pakyong, Temi 
and Rinchinpong in March/April. F. N. Betts observed a large flock 
hawking insects over tlle yak pastures at Thangu, c. 13,000 ft., on the 
evening of 21 May when it cleared up  after a shower of rain; 
nowhere else during the whole of that month's trekking in northern 
Sikkim. 

Ludlow met with large numbers on the Donga La in Bhutan, 
c. 10,000 ft., on 25 July and secured a specimen. He also collected 
specimens at 7000 ft. in SE. Tibet in April/May with gonads in 
breeding condition. 

DISTRIBUTION o u T s m E  SIIUCT~~: The Himalayas from Hazara in the 
west, through Assam to Yunnan, probably breeding above c. 5000 ft. 
The species is found in N. Asia and through the Indochinese sub- 
region to Formosa. 

GENERAL HABITS: Parties, often widely scattered, spend the day 
on the wing hawking beetles, bugs and other insects over the valleys, 
or sweeping round the contours and crags at  phenomenal speed 
with dortless ease. It  is reputed to be one of the fastest fliers 



72 A P O D I D A E  

among birds. The wings produce a peculiar musical sound as the 
birds hurtle througll space. A loud, lively, shrill, 'screaming' cry 
is uttered, particularly when a flock is disportin itself in the air at I sunset prior to retiring for the night. The bir s roost in colonies, 
clinging to rough rock surfaces within fissures of cliffs, or inside the 
hollow boles of large trees. 

NESTING : Unknown. 
~ A C L A I .  CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : In the species cauducuta 

the tail feathers are round& at the tips with the naked shafts projecting like 
spines a few millimetres beyond. The race cochinchinensis (of the h s a m  hills 
south O F  the Brahmapubra, etc.) differs from ours in being smaller and darker, 
with the chin and throat smoky grey instead of white. 

The Fauna gives for nudipes d 9 : Wing 196-309; tail 51-57 mm. 
Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet purplish black; claws black. 

THE WHITERUMPED SPINETAIL SWIFT, Chaetura sylvatica (Tickell) 
also occurs in Sikkim. Status unknown. A flock was observed by 
me high up in the air above Temi on 31 March (1955). Size same 
as of the House Swift. Abme, black with a broad white rum band. 
Beluw, chin, throat and breast greyish brown passing into w R. ite on 
abdomen and under tail-coverts. The white of the underparts is 
diagnostic. 

Hawks insects over forested hillsides and river valleys. 

BLYTH'S WHITERUMPED SPINETAIL SWIFT 

Apus pacificus leucunyx (Blyth) 
Cypsetus leu con!^^ Blyth, 1845, J O I I T .  Asid. SOC.  Bengul 14 (1) : 212-Deccan. 

F.B.I. 4: 331 
LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S :  Aboue, blackish brown with a broad white 

band across rump. Below, chin and throat whitish; rest of lower 
plumage brown, mottled with black and white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncertain. Not met with in Sikkim by the 
Survey, nor by Stevens or Meinertzhagen, but Schafer collected a 
specimen at Gangtok on 11 June. In Bhutan, Ludlow saw it 
frequently between 5000 and 6000 ft. in July. He  took specimens 
at c. 11,500 ft. in SE. Tibet in June, and describes the bird as 
common in summer in the Lower Tsangpo Valley, breeding under 
eaves of village houses. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Suinmer (breeding), the Himalayas 
from Murree to Bhutan; SE. Tibet; Khasia Hills. Winter, south in 
the Indian peninsula to the Deccan and Malabar. The species is 
found in E. Asia south to the Himalayas, the northern Indochinese 
subregion and S. Japan. Northern birds migrate to Australia. 
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GENERAL HABITS : Typical of the swifts. Gregarious; keeps in small 
flocks which hawk winged insects in the air. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest-a half-cup of tiny twigs 
and rubbish glued together with the birds' saliva, attached to the 
pe endicular rock surface in clefts. In colonies, but individually 
an? not in a clustered mass or 'village' like House Swifts' nests. 
Egg+2 or 3, white, elongated, about 23X 15 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTENSTICS, MI:ASUREMENTS, ETC: Schafw's S i k h  skin (sex?) 
has Wing 102 mm. 3 d E collected by Lr~dlow in SE. Tibet give Wing 174, 
175, 181 mm.' 

Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and feet pale ttesh colour; claws darker. 

THE NEPAL HOUSE S W T  

Apus 4 n i s  nipalmsis (Hdgson) 
Cypse l z r s  Nipnler~s i s  Hodgson, 1836, Jour. A.viat. Soc. Bengnl 5 : 789--centmI 

region of Nepal. 

F.B.I. 4 :  334 
LOCAL NAME: Batasi (Nepali ?). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CWACTERS: A smoky black swift with white throat, white 

rump, short square tail, and long narrow pointed wings. Sexes alike. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Not u n m m o n  between c. 4500 and 

6500 ft. from mid-March (Arita, Gangtok. Not noted between 1 November and end February, so presurnab y spends the winter at 
lower altitudes (in the plains?). In Nepal it leaves the Valley in 
mid-October and returns in early March. 

In the verandas of several of the officials' bungalows in Gangtok, 
mud nests of the Striated Swallow (Hirundo daurica nipalensis) were 

ed by House Swifts. The surest indication of this, when the 
inter opers themselves are not present, is the untidy ruff of feathers ""P 
with which the swifts invariably bedeck the entrance while lining 
the interior. 

DISTFUBUTION OUTSLDE SIKKIM: Nepal, east through the Himalayas 
to W. Assam (Kamnip District). The nominate afinis is the race of 
peninsular India. The species, in many other races, is widely spread 
in Africa, the Middle East, India, the Indochinese and Malaysian 
subregions to the Philippines, S. China, Formosa. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical swift. Gregarious. Flies about at 
great speed throughout the day, hawking winged insects. In the 
evenings, before going to roost, disorderly rabbles 'ball' high up in 
the heavens in play, uttering shrill joyous screams as they mill around. 

' In their larger meas~irements these SE. Tibet buds agree with the nominate 
race, but in coloration are indistinguishable from leucot~yx. They were assigned 
Ily Lack to a new race, Apus pacifict1.s d l i t d i i  (1958, JBA7HS 5 5 :  160), since 
synonymized by Ripley with A. p. kanoi (Yamashina).-Synopsis ~ d s .  India 
Pakistan. 
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NESTING: Season-April to July. I cannot find recorded, nor did 
myself come across, any 'legitimate' or self-built nest colonies or 

'villages' of this swift in Sikkim. The general practice here seems 
to be for individual pairs to take possession of swallows' nests. One 
pair was observed building under the eaves of Arita dak bungalow 
on 11 April. Eggs-2 to 4, white, long and narrow, about 
22 X 15 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Differs from afinis of the 
plains in being darker, with the crown wholly brown without any trace of 
grey. The Fauna gives for d 0 : Wing 124-134; tail 39-44 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet pinkish brown or purplish black; 
claws black. 

Family TROGONIDAE : Trogons , 

THE REDHEADED TROGON 

Harpactes eythrocephalus hodgsmii (Gould) 
Trogon (Harpactes) Hodgsonii Gould, 1838, Monogr. Trogonidae, pl. 34-Nepal. 

Plate 11, fig. 4 (facing p. 96) 

F.B.I. 4 :  318 
LOCAL NAME : Sakvor (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Myna; with long tail c. 7 inches. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Head, neck and breast deep crimson, 

sometimes with traces of a white breast-band. Back and upper 
arts ohiefly rusty brown. Long, broad, square-ended tail chestnut, 

%lack and white. Underparts brighter and lighter crimson. 
Female: Head, neck and breast dull orange-brown. Rest of 

lower plumage crimson as in male. In both sexes the white in the 
outer rectrices and wings is conspicuous in flight. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident but sparse, between c. 2000 and 
6500 ft. (Dikchu, Singhik, Chungthang, Gangtok). Affects dense 
evergreen and mixed deciduous and bamboo forest. 

DIsTFuBUnoN OUTSIDE S ~ M :  The Himalayas between 500 ft. 
(duars) and 5000 ft. elevation, from Kumaon through Nepal, Bhutan, 
central Assam hills, and Manipur. The species extends through the 
E. Pakistan hills, Burma, and Malaya to S. China and Hainan Island. 

GENERAL HABITS : Entirely arboreal, partially crepuscular, and 
largely insectivorous though it also eats some berries and vegetable 
matter. Rather sluggish. Usually seen singly or in pairs perched 
upright and silent on a shady branch or stump, making occasional 
fluttering sorties at passing insects. These are captured on the wing, 
as well as picked off tree-trunks or branches. Silent on the whole; 
sometimes utters a single croak, and also a curious soft mewing call. 
In spite of its brilliant coloration, difficult to pick out from its dark 
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shad surroundings until it flies, and particularly so if sitting with 
the r, rown back turned to observer as it has an uncanny habit of 
doing. 

NESTING: Searon-Ma to June. Nest-a natural hollow in a 
rotting tree-trunk, or a Jaer ted woodpecker hole, 5 to 15 ft.  up. 
E g g s 4  or 4, buff, spherical, highly glossed, about 29 x 24 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUIIEMENI3, ETC :  specimen^ C'olltTtcd by 
Schiifer ,in Sikkim measure Wing 4 6 d 1.16, 148, 155, 155; 4 3 13 144, 148, 
150, 151 mm. (Stresemann). The racc I~odgsorrii differs from nominate 
erythrocephalus of S. Hurma in btsirig larger, with a smaller Wing/Bill index 
and deeper coloration. The NE. Assam and upper Bu~ma population (I~elenaej 
is intermediate between these two. 

Iris dull red to crimson; orbital skin purplish blue; bill lavender blue, black~sh 
on culmen and tips of hot11 mandil~lcs: legs and feet I~rourr~irh flesh. 

Family ALCEDINIDAE : Kingfishers 

THE WEST HIMALAYAN PIED KINGFISHER 

Ceyle lugubris continentalis Hartert 
Ceryle lugubris cot~t i~~enta!is  Hartert, 1900, Noo. Zool. 7 : 534-Sikkim 

F.B.I. 4 :  248 (part) 
LOCAL NAME : Ung-ka-zhu (Lepcha). 
SIZE : House Crow-. 
FIEU) CHAM- : A large, crested, black-and-white kingfisher. 

Male: Above, including wings and tail, blackish grey, barred and 
spotted with white. A broad white semi-collar on hindneck. 
Below, white. Flanks and sides of abdomen barred. A prominent 
pectoral band of black spots mixed with rufous-brown. 

Female similar, but with under wing-coverts and axillaries (seen 
only in flight) pale rufous-brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common, but frequent-solos or pairs- 
on the Teesta River and side streams up to c. 3000 ft. (Singtam. 
Martam), and on the Rungbong (uide Stevens) u to c. 4750 ft. 
Partial to well-wooded spots where rocky torrentia feeder streams 
join the main river. 

7 
DI~TRIBUTION OUTSIDE SWUM : The western Himalayas from 

Kashmir through Nepal to W. Bhutan, locally up to 7000 ft. The 
adjoining E. Himalayan race gufttrlata stretches from E. Bhutan 
to Assam, E. Pakistan and Burma. The species extends through 
S. China and the northen] Indochinese subregion to Japan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Rather parochial. Usually seen perched 
silently on a well-shaded rock at the edge of a stream, erecting the 
full crest and jerking up the tail from time to time. Dives obliquely 
into the water from this vantage point to capture its prey near the 
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surface; does not normally hover in the manner of the Pied Kingfisher 
of tile plains. Food: mainly fish. Flight: swift and powerful, with 
deliberate wing beats, usually low over the water. 

NESTING : Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. Seasoiz--chiefly 
March-April. Nest-a horizontal tunnel dug into a stream bank, 
sometimes several feet long, ending in a widened egg-chamber. 
Unlined, but soon becoming strewn with smelly cast-up fish bones. 
Eggs-4 or 5, white, roundish, about 39x33 mm. 

West Himalayan Pied Kingfisher 
About one-fourth 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUI1EMENTS, ETC: Differs from the adjace1lt E. 
Himalayan race guttulata in being paler, with the back and upper wing-coverts 
less blackish. A 9 collected by the Sikkim Survey measures: Wing 186; 
bill 74; tarsus 15; tail 112 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny black, pale plumbeous laterally at base and extreme 
tip of lower mandible; legs 3 r d  feet greenish plumbeous; claws horny brown. 

The following kingfishers have been recorded from the 'Sikkim 
terai' and/or are likely to be met with at the lower elevations and 
in the foothills. 

1. BLYTH'S KINGFISHER, Alcedo hercules Laubmann 
SIZE: Slightly larger than 2 and 3. Similar to them overall but 

crown and nape black, transversely barred with bluish white. 
2. THE COMMON INDIAN KINGFISHER, Alcedo attlzis hengalensis 

Gmelin 
SIZE : Sparrow+. Blue and green above, transversely barred 

on head with black and blue. Rusty below. Ear-coverts ferruginous. 
3. THE ASSAM BLUE-EARED KINGFISHER, Alcedo meninting coltarti 

Baker 
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SIZE : Spamow+. Very similar to 2, but with ear-coverts deep 

blue. 
4. THE THREETOED F O ~ S T  KINGFISHER, Ceyx erithacus erithacw 

Linnaeus 
SIZE : Sparrow. Oran e-brown, lilac and blue above; rusty orange- 

yellow below. A deep b ! ue patch on either side of neck. 
5. THE BROWNHEADED STORKBILLED KINGFISHER, Pelargopsis cupen- 

sis capemis (Linnaeus) 
SIZE: Pigeon-. Mead brown. Upper parts pale greenish blue. 

Lower plumage yellowish brown or ochraceous. Enormous blwd-red 
bill. 

6. THE INDIAN RUDDY KINGFISHER, Halcyon c o r m n d a  corman& 
(Latham) 

SIZE: Myna+. Overall chestnut-rufous. Lower back and rump 
white mixed with pale blue. 

7. THE WHITEBREASTED KINGFISHER, H d c y o n  stnyrnew's  smyrnen- 
sis (Linnaeus) 

SIZE: Myna. Brilliant turquoise blue above, with deep chocolate 
brown head, neck and underparts. Breast ('shirt front') white. 

Family MEROPIDAE : Bee-eaters 

THEBLUEBEARDEDBEE-EATER 

Nyctymis atltertmi atlzerto~ai (Jardine & Selby) 
Merops uthertor~i Jardi~lc & Sell))., 1S80, Illust~.. Ornith. 2 :  pl. 58 a ~ ~ d  

text-India = near Hangalore. 

F.B.I. 4: 242 
LOCAL NAMJZS : Bukay-chara (Nepali); Sa~lg-rhyok (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Myna; slimmer. 
FLEU) C H A R A ~ S :  A large grass-green bee-eater with slightly 

curved blackish bill. Forehead, tlu-oat and upper breast (including 
recumbent 'beard' of elongated feathers) brilliant pale blue. Rest 
of underparts ochre-buff, streaked with green. Tail square-cut, 
without projecting pin feathers. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABEAT: Uncommon. Resident (?) at low elevations. 
Recorded in tlle Rungbong and Teesta Valleys at 1800 ft. in 
September, and 3500 ft. in December. Affects secondary evergreen 
foothills forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The lower Himalayas, up to 
c. 5000 ft., from Dehra Dun to E. Assam, and most of the hilly 
mixed evergreen biotopes in peninsular India. Also Burma and 
through the Indochinese subregion to Hainan Island. 

CENERI~L HABITS : Arboreal and entirely insectivorous. Hun6 



78 C O R A C I I D A E  

bees, wasps and other winged insects in the air, sailing gracefully 
back after eaoh capture to its base in the foliage canopy of some 
tall forest tree. Flight: dipping and very barbet-like, a few rapid 
wing beats followed by a short glide. Its presence in a forest patch 
is usually revealed by its harsh guttural calls, kor-r-T, kor-r-r, 
reminiscent of the noises that preface the h t r o o  calls d the Large 
Green Barbet. When uttering these croaks the 'beard' stands away 
from the breast and is clearly visible in profile. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Season (elsewhere in 
N .  India)-April-May. Nest-a deep horizontal tunnel bored in an 
earth bank or cutting. Eggs-4 to 6, white, roundish, about 
30 X 28 mm. 

RACIAL CH.+MCTEHLSTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Specimens of this bee-eater 
recently collected in Orissa measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
3 d d  136-141 52-56 18-19 127-135 mm. 
2 9 9  135-140 49.5-52 18.5-19 127-130 mm. 

Iris bright golden orange; bill horny brown, grey at chin and on basal half 
of lower mandible; legs and feet pale sage-green; claws horny brown. 

Family COEUCIIDAE: Rollers or Blue Jays 

THE BROADBILLED ROLLER, or DOLLAR BIRD 

E u  ystornus orientalis cyar~icollis Vieillot 
Eurystomus cyunicollis Vieillot. 1819, Nouv. Dict. d'Hist. Nnt. 29: 425- 

'les Indes'=Chandernagor, Rengal. 

F.B.I. 4:  228 
LOCAL NAME : Tak-rel-vong (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A dark greenish brown and purple blue-black 

roller with blackish head and orange-red legs and bill. A broad 
pale blue roundish patch (the 'dollar') on wings, particularly conspi- 
cuous in flight. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Obtained by G. E. Shaw in the 
Teesta Valley up to 2000 ft. elevation. Affects heavy secondary 
tropical jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayan foothills up to 
c. 3000 ft. from Kumaon tluough Ne a1 to Assam and E. Pakistan. 
Isolated races occur in Kerala, Cey f on and the Andamans. The 
species extends through the Indochinese and Malaysian subregions 
and China to Korea. Also the Philippines and Australasia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Somewhat crepuscular. Sits with feathers 
fluffed out on some exposed tree-top, keeping a sharp look-out for 
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prey on the round and in the air. Rather lethargic, but capablc 
of agile aerig maneuvres when in pursuit of its quarry. Fwd: 
large insects mostly taken on the wing, their capture facilitated by 
the broadened gape. Also eats lizards etc. C d l :  a harsh chak 
repeated at intervals of a second or two, vaned occasionally by a 
rapid chuck-chuck-chuck-chuck. 

NESTING: Not recarded in Sikkim territory. Season-March to 
May. Nest-a natural hdlow in a lofty tree-trunk, 40 to 100 ft. up. 
E g g s 4  or 4, white, rather spherical, about 37x29 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREhdENTS, ETC: 'I'll13 Fauna gives for d 9 
Wing 1 7 8 - 2 0 2 ;  bill 25-26; tarsus 19-20 ;  tail 8 3 - 1 0 7  nlm. 

Iris dark brown to crimson-brown; bill orange-rcd or vcrrnilion. I~lackisl~ at 
tip; gape orange-yellour; legs and feet orange-rd or coral-red; cla*.vs I~lackish 
brown. 

Family UPUPIDAE : Hoopoes 

THE TIBETAN HOOPOE 

Upupu epops ssatuata Lijnnberg 
Upupo epops sattcroto Lonnherg, 1 9 0 9 ,  h k .  Zool. 5 ( 9 ) :  29-Kjachta, S .  

Transbaikalia. 

F.B.I. 4: 310 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A fawn coloured bird with prominent black- 

and-white zebra markings on back, wings and tail. A mnspicuous 
black-tipped crest: full and fan-shaped when erected, falling to 
a oint behind the head when folded. Long, slender, gently curved 
biR. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Probably breeds in N. Sikkim, but dehi te  
data lacking. I have examined a specimen ( 9 )  in the Chicago 
Museum of Natural History collected at Thangu, 13,000 ft., 21 May 
1931. Schafer procured three males at Lachen, c. 9000 ft., between 
11 September and 12 October, and a fourth specimen, also male, at  
'Kiang-Lagef', N. Sikkim, c. 16,500 ft. (12 October) presumably while 
on passage to their winter quarten at lower elevations and in the 
Indian plains. Stevens records it as an autumn assage migrant at F elevations between c. 3500 and 4700 ft. in Septem er and October. 

Ludlow saw it above 5000 ft. in summer throughout Bhutan, and 
took a specimen at 7500 ft. on 4 July. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIWM: Su~nnler (breeding), E.  Asla in 
Siberia and Manchuiia south to Tibet. The Tibetan facies of the 
high Himalayas from Nepal and Sikkim to Yunnan. Winter, plains 
in Nepal, Bihar, Orissa, Bengal, Assam, E. Pakistan. The species, 
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in other races, often jumbled and overlapping in their winter 
quarters, is found in Europe and Asia, south to Africa and 
Madagascar, the Middle East, China, the Indochinese subregion 
and Malaysia. 

Tibetan Hoopoe 
About two-fifths 

GENERAL HABITS: Affects openly wooded country. Walks and 
runs about on the ground with a quail-like, rather waddling gait, 

robing into the soil with its bill ope11 forceps-wise for insects and 
Krvae, worms, etc. The crest is flicked open like a fan from time 
to time. Call: a soft, musical, penetrating hoo-po or hoo-po-po 
repeated in interrupted runs for many minutes at a time. Also has 
some harsh croaks. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest-a hole in a tree or 
building untidily lined with straw and rubbish, notorious for its 
filthiness and stench. Eggs--5 or 6, white. Size about 26X 18 mnl. 

RACIAL CHAT(ACTERIS~CS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The race saturata is con- 
sidered by many ornithologists to be indistinguishable from typical epops  of 
Europe. It is just a trlfle darker on the back and wings, and more brown less 
vinous on the breast than epops .  

Stresemann measures a series collected by Schiifer in N. Sikki~n and S. Tibet 
13 d 9 Wing 141-155 (av. 148.4) mm. 

Iris brown; bill brownish pluml~eous, paler (pinkish) at  b;lsc; legs and feet 
brownish plumbeous. 



1 .  Sikkim Bay Owl (Phodilrrs b .  salu~atrcs) 2. Ftrrest Eagle-Owl (Bubo n.  fitpalrrrsis) 3. Himalayan 
Collared Scops Owl (Ofids b. lelfiu) 4 .  Collared Pigmy Owlet (I;larrcidiulr~ 13. brndrrr) 6. Ronelli's Hawk- 
Eagle ( N i s m u s  f.fasciatus) 6 .  Black Eagle (Ictia&iur m. pertsigcr) 7. Himalayan Falconet (J l ioohicr4~  

c* ~ c s ~ ~ ~ & s c c ~ s )  





THE RUFOUSNECKED HORNBILL 

Aceros nipdensis (Hodgson) 
Buceros ilipalensis Hodgson, 1829, Asiat. Res. 18 (1 ) :  178, 2 p1.-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 4 :  294 
LOCAL NAME : Kolep (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Vulture - . 
FIELD CHAEIACTERS: Male: Head (with bushy mop-like crest), neck 

and breast rufous, changing to maroon on abdomen, and blackish 
maroon further down. Rest of upper umage black, glossed with R' dark green. Outer primaries tipped w te. Termirial half of long, 

raduated tail white. Heavy horn-shaped yellow bill without casque, 
gut grooved with blackish on sides of upper mandible. Cheeks, 
chin and throat unfeathered, bright scarlet. Naked patch round eye 
bright pale blue. 

Female: All black, but with outer wing quills white-tipped as in 
male, and terminal half of tail also white. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not met with by the Loke-SLilim Ali Survey. 
Present status unknown. Stevens observed one at c.  1800 ft. in the 
Sikkim Himalayas, and mentions seeing specimens collected in the 
Teesta Valley. Apparently fast disappearing from its former haunts 
and habitat following on the steady destruction of primeval forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Himalayan terai and foothills 
up to c. 6000 ft. elevation, from Nepal to E. Assam. Cachar, 
Manipur, Lushai Hills, probably E. Pakistan. Farther east through 
Burma and the Indochinese subregion. 

NESTING: In the 18'70's Gam~nie found a pair nesting at Poomong, 
c. 2000 ft. (Darjeeling Dist. ?) in hlay, in a natural hollow 80-90 ft. 
up in a lofty Dysoxylon tree. (Hume, Nests and Eggs 3 : 77-79.) 

MEASUREMENTS : The Fauna gives 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

395-456 mm. 

THE GREAT HORNBILL 

Buceros bicon~is hornrai I-Iodgson 
Buccros Itotnl.ni Hodgson, 1832, lour. Asiat. Soc. Bellgal 1 : 251-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 4 :  284 
LOCAL NAMES : Homrai (Nepali); Kugrong, Kudong (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Vulture. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A large black-and-white arboreal bird with 

enormous horn-shaped yellow-and-black bill surmounted by a 
ponderous looking, concave casque. Face, back and underparts 



black. Wings with double white bars conspicuous in flight. Neck, 
lower abdomen, upper and under tail-coverts and tail white, the 
last with a broad black subterminal band. 

F e d e :  similar but with a smaller bill. 
STA'IZTS AND HABITAT : Resident. Not common. Sparingly distri- 

buted in tropical evergreen forest biotope at the lower elevations 
(Martam, Toong, Dikchu). According to Stevens up to at least 
4500 ft. in the Teesta Valley. 

Great Hornbill 
About one-seventh 

Large Indian Pied Hornhill Great Hurilbill 
A t o r ~ t  one-eighth 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The lower Himalayas from Kumaon 
through Nepal to Assam and E. Pakistan. The heavy rainfall section 
of the Western Ghats from about Khanclala to S. Travancore. The 
species ranges through Burma and the Indochinese subregion to 
Malaya and Sumatra. 
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GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in pairs or small parties of 3 to 5. 

Entirely arboreal and mainly frugivorous, but also eats small 
mammals, young birds, lizards, etc. The birds seem to Iossess a 
very fine sense of chronometer time and travel over regu 1 ar routes 
to and from their feeding and roosting places day after day with 
great punctuality. Flight: slow and heavy with deliberate wing 
beats, the rasping noise of which can be heard over long distances 
across the river valleys. CdE: a deep grunt or roar, uttered with 
neck and bill upstretched; also a loud reverberating tok, tok. The 
white foreneck feathers and wing-bands are habitually dyed yellow 
with the oily exudation of the preen gland rubbed in with the bill. 

NESTING: Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. Seuson (W. 
Himalayas)-March-April. Nest-an unlined natural hollow in a 
lofty bee-trunk, 50 to 75 ft. up or higher. The hollow is walled 
u p  by the birds using their dung as cement, leaving a narrow slit 
through which the male feeds his incubating spouse. Tlre wall is 
broken down after the young hatch out, and rebuilt after the female 
has released herself in order to assist in foraging for the young 
until they are fledged. Eggs-1 or 2, white, about 66x47 nlm. 

RACIAL C H A R A ~ R I S T Z C S ,  MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives for d Q 
Wing 500-552; bill 330-375: tarsus 73-75; tail 380-432 mm. 

'Iris d blood-red, 9 pearly white; bill and casque yellow, tinged with red 
at the tip and with orjange in the middle. In the d the front and back of the 
casque are black, together with the ridge -of the bill just in front of the casque. 
In the 9 the back of the casque is red. Bare skin round the eye fleshy pink; 
eyelids black; legs greenisli plun~beous' (Whistler). 

Family CAPITONIDAE : Barbets 

THE GREAT ASSAM BARBET 

Alegalaiitra viretu iilagnifica Stuart Raker 
Alegcllainirr oireris n~agtiificcj Stuart Baker, 1926, Bull. Brit. Orti. CI. 47: 4:3- 

Machi, Mauipur. 

Plate 12, fig. 8 (facing p. 97) 

F.B.I. 4 :  107 
LOCAL NAMES : Nyahul, Neoul (Nepali); Kun-nyong (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Myna+. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S :  A gaudily coloured arboreal bird, largely 

green, with a violet blue-black head and bright scarlet patch under 
the tail. Back maroon-bro\vn; underparts olive-brown, blue and 
yellow. A large ungainly yellow bill. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common between 1500 and at least 7000 ft. 
elevation (Singtam, Martam, Dikchu, Temi, Dentam, Rinchinpong, 



Affects tall evergreen forest on steep hillsides flanking 
river Gangt02 v leys. 

D I s T m s u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas from east central 
Nepal to NE. Assam including the Abor and Mishmi Hills. South 
to Cachar, hlanipur and Mt  Victoria. The adjoining W. Himalayan 
race marshallorum extends into Kashmir. The species ranges 
through the northern Indochinese subregion to China.. 

GENERAL HABITS: Entirely arboreal. Seen singly or in small 
parties in summer; often large gatherings of 30 to 40 in winter. 
Keeps to the foliage canopy of tall trees where its coloration 
obliterates it completely. Largely frugivorous, but also takes insects 
including hornets. Vely obstreperous: the valleys everywhere re- 
sound with its loud monotonous wailing calls kee-ow, kce-ow repeated 
ad nauseam. Flight: noisy, strong and dipping like a woodpecker's 
-a few rapid flaps followed by a pause. 

NESTING: Season-April-May. Nest-a hole in a tree-trunk or 
upright branch, 10 to 30 ft. up, usually excavated by the birds 
themselves. Eggs-3 or 4, white, longish ovals, about 35x25 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS. I\.~LASUREMEN.TS. ETC: The W. Himalayan race 
mard~allorum is paler and less richly colourkd generally, with the palk streaks 
on the hindneck more numerous, forming a collar between hindnecl: and upper 
back. 

Specimens collected by the Sikkin: Survey ineasure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 d 145 46 30 98 mm. 
1 9  140 49 32 95 mm. 

Schafer's SiWtim skins (4 $ 9) have Wing 137, 140, 147, 147 mm. 
Stresemann remarks (MS. notes) that these do not differ from specimens from 
Mt Victoria, thus correcting his earlier verdict1 that the Mt victoria population 
is similar to that of Maymyo, Burma, i.e, typical zjirerrs. 

Iris brownish crimson; bill yellow at base, slightly greenish anteriorly. A 
broad horny black band, c. 5 mm. wide, along ridge of teiminal three-fourths 
of culmen; legs and feet olive-plumbeous; claws horny black. 

THE GOLDENTHROATED BARBET 

Alegalaima frnnklinii frankli~tii (Blyth) 
Bucco jranklinii Blyth, 1842, lour. A.~iut. Soc. Berigul 11 (1): 167- 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 12, fig. 7 (facing p. 97) 

F.B.I. 4 :  124 
LOCAL NAMES : Ban-basi, Bagh-basi (Nepali). 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A heavy-billed, 'whiskered', grass-green barbet 

with crimson and bright golden crown, grey ear-coverts and a broad 

Mittellungen aus dem Zoolog. Museum in Berlin 24 (2): 232-1940. 
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black supercilium from bill to na e. Chin and throat golden yellow 
with an orange spot at base of g ill. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Less common than the Bluethroated 
Barbet. I recorded it only between c. 4000 and 5500 ft. elevation 
(Dentarn, Rinchinpong, Singhik, Chungthang) in the same localities 
and often side by side with the next, and do not understand 
Stevens's statement that 'there is practically no overlapping with 
M. &atica in any areas of its distribution'. Whether the breeding 
areas of the two are distinct, as claimed, I am unable to say. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The lower Himalayas from Nepal 
to NE. Assam. Cachar, Naga Hills, Manipur and the Indochinese 
subregion. The species extends to S. Yunnan and Malaya. 

GENERAL HABITS: Not appreciably different from the next species. 
The call, however, is definitely nearer in pattern to that of M. oirens- 
peeyu, peeyu etc.-but in a higher key. It  is repeated monotonouslv 
for considerable periods. 

NESTING: Season-April-May. Nest-a hole excavated in a dead 
t r e e a d  or partially rotten branch, c. 5 to 15 feet up. E g g s 4  or 4, 
white, about 28 X 21 mm. 

RACWL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A d collected by the 
Survey measures: Wing 100 (dry); bill 24.5; tarsus 25; tail 62 mm. A good 
series of 12 d Q procl~red 11): Schifer in Sikkim givn Wing 96, 100-109 (av. 
103) mm. 

Iris brown; bill black, greyish at base; legs greenish slate; pads dull yellow. 

THE BLUETHROATED BARBET 

Megalaima nsiatica an'atica (Latham) 
Trogon asiaticus Latham, 1790, Index Ornith. 1 : 201-India (=Calcutta 

uide Stuart Baker). 

F.B.I. 4: 116 
LOCAL NAMES: Kat-tak (1,epcha); Ruturki, Basanta (Nepali). 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ ~ E R S  : A dumpy, heavy-billed, grass-green bird with 

verditer blue chin and throat. Base of bill surrounded by conspicuous 
bristly 'whiskers'. Forehead crimson, then yellowish, followed by 
a black band across vertex. Crown behind this crimson, with a 
black streak on either side running back to nape. A short supercilil~m 
and feathers round eye verditer blue. A crimson speck at base of 
lower mandible, and a crimson patch at base of throat on either 
side. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND H~BITAT:  Common at low elevations and up to 
c. 6500 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Jeluk, Chungthang, Dentam, 
Gangtok). Affects well-wooded country. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIhi : The lower Himalayas from Kashmir 
to NE. Assam. Assam, Bengal. The species ranges through the 
Indochinese subregion to S. China. 

GENERAL H A B ~  : Arboreal. Mainly fn~givorous, but also eats 
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mantises and other large insects, whacking them limp against the 
perch before swallowing. The ringing, monotonously repeated calls, 
kutroo, kutrool etc., are almost indistinguishable from those of the 
more familiar Green Barbet of eninsular India, but somewhat 

!I higher in P;ltch. As soon as one ird commences to call, another 
within ears ot chimes in and the duetting is kept up for a consider- 
able time. 

NESTING : Season-April to June. Ned-the typical barbet-hole 
excavated in a dead tree-trunk or decaying branch, 5 to 25 ft. up. 
When in a horizontal branch, the entrance hole is on the underside. 
Eggs--3 or 4, white, about 28x21 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERI.STICS, ~ ~ E A S U R E M E N T S ,  ETC: TWO d 6 collected by the 
Sikkim Survey measure Wing 103-104; bill 27-28; tarsus 26.5, 26.5; tail 64- 
67 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim skins (2 o?) give Wing 101, 103 mm. 
Iris reddish brown; fine rim round eye brownish salmon; bill pale greenish 

ho1-11. Terminal half of culmen and tip of lower mandible honly black; legs 
and feet sage green; claws horny plumbeous. 

Family INDICATORIDAE : Honey guides 

THE YELLOWBACKED HONEYGUIDE 

Irldicator xanthonotus xanthonotus Blyth 
indicator xnnthonotus Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11 ( 1 ) :  116- 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 12, fig. 9 (facing p. 97) 

F.B.I. 4: 131 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A sparrow-like olive-brown bird, with a rather 

stout finch-like bill, and glistening orange-yellow forehead and 
cheeks. Middle of back pure yellow, lower back and rump orange- 
yellow, clearly seen when the bird sits, as is its wont, with the wings 
partly drooping at the sides. Upper tail-coverts and tail blackish 
brown. Under tail-coverts black, scalloped paler. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Exceedingly rare. Not recorded from 
Sikkim more recently than about 1878/9. The old Sikkim skins in 
the British Museum were collected in October, December, February, 
March and April, but bear no indication of altih~des or any other 
data. The species is included and illustrated here mainly in order 
to elicit more information from observers. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas from Nepal to 
Bhutan at elevations between 5000 and 9000 ft. The adjacent race 
radclifii replaces it in t,he W. Himalayas, westward to Hazara in 
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NW. Pakistan. The species occurs also in the Naga Hills and 
N. Burma. Very rare and spradic  throughout its range. 

GENERAL HABITS: Practically nothing recorded in India. In Africa 
allied species are known to feed largely on wax from the combs of 
wild bees, in addition to the larvae. The bird procures these by 
enticing a honey-eating rate1 or man into following its noisy cry 
as it deliberately flits in front from tree to tree in the forest, finall 
leading them up to the comb and profiting by the remnants le !' t 
after it has been taken. In India this habit has not been observed, 
but the frequency with which the bird is found in the vicinity of 
cliffs where rock-bees have their combs, suggests that its food here 
may also be the same. 

NESTING: Unknown, but believed to be brood-parasitic upon 
barbets and woodpeckers, as it is in Africa, laying its white eggs 
within their nest-holes. 

n A c m  CHARACTEHISTICS, M E A S L T R E ~ X E N . ~ ~ ,  ETC: The Fauna gives the 
measurements as: Wing d d  92-98, 9 9 82-83; hill 8-9; tarsus 13-14; tail 
56-61 mm. 

'Iris brown; orbital skin pale green; bill yellow, ashy at tip; legs and feet 
pale greenish horny' (Stoliczka). 

Family PICIDAE : Woodpeckers 

THE HIMALAYAN SPECKLED PICULET 

Picumnus innonzinafus initominatus Burton 
Picrtmnus initominatus Burton, 1836 (1835). l'roc. Zod.  Soc. Lolldon (3): 

15GMimnlayas = Slkkim 

F.B.I. 4 :  92 
LOCAL NAMES : Wi-\vi (Nepali); Dang-chim (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A tiny woodpecker with short, soft, rounded, 

black-and-white tail. Male: Aboue, forecrown black and orange. 
A broad white supercilium from behind the eye. Sides of head and 
neck whitish, with a dark moustachial streak. Upperparts yellowish 
olive-green. Below, yellowish white with bold black spots coalescing 
into bars on the posterior flanks. 

Female: Similar but with the whole crown concolorous with the 
back. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Occurs up to c. 6000 ft. elevation where 
Schafer obtained specimens (Gangtok? in January, February and 
March. Affects tropical mixed bamboo forest, e.g. at Dikchu, 
Singtam and Temi whence I have sight records. Also Singhik 
(~t&ens). 

DI~TFUBUTION O U T S ~ E  SIKKIM : Central Nepal east through Bhutan 
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to Assam north of Brahmaputra River; Khasia Hills. The adjoining 
W. Himalayan race .rinaluensis stretches (possibly) from W. Nepal 
through Kumaon to Hazara. The species is also found in SW. India, 
the Vizagapatam Ghats, and E. Pakistan, and ranges over the 
Indochinese and Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps singly or in pairs, mostly in the large 
hunting bands of leaf warblers, small babblers and other insectivorous 
birds, amongst which it is apt to be overlooked. Runs energetically 
up and down or around the thin outer branches of saplings and 
shrubs in short jerky spurts, ta ping on the bark now and again. R Actions reminiscent of a ~ u t h a t c  . Call: a sharp, squeaky spit, spit 
frequently repeated. Also a persistent little drumming on wood 
br-T-r-r-r at regular intervals. 

NESTING: Seascm-April-May. Nest-a tiny hole drilled in a 
hollow bamboo or rotten branch, 3 to 15 ft, from the ground. Eggs- 
4, white, blunt ovals about 1 5 x  12 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, PTC: The W. Himalayan race 
simlaensis has a somewhat larger wing. It is paler generally and less yellow 
above. Four specimens collected by Schafer in Sikkim have Wing 3 d d 56, 
56, 58; 1 9 57 mm. 

Iris brown or reddish brown; bill dark slaty black or plumbeous, paler at 
tip; legs and feet dull plumleons. 

THE RUFOUS PICULET 

Sasia ochracea ochracea Hodgson 
Sasia ochracea Hodgson, 1836, lour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 5 :  778-Nepal. 

Plate 12, fig. 4 (facing p. 97) 

F.B.I. 4 :  95 
LOCAL NAMES : Sasya (Nepali) : Chin, Chin-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A diminutive, dumpy, stub-tailed bird very 

unlike the conventional woodpecker. Deep rufous and olive overall, 
with a short white snpercilium. Male differs from female in having 
the forehead n~fescent golden. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not uncommon, though easily overlooked, 
up  to c. 6500 ft. elevation Dikchu, Singhik, Gangtok). Affects mixed 
secondary scrub and bam b o s  jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SMKIM: The Himalayas from Garhwal to 
NE. Assam. Replaced by the race reichenouri in Assam south of 
Brahmaputra River, Manipur, Lushai Hills and E. Pakistan. The 
species extends through the Indochinese subregion to S. China and 
Malaya. 

GENERAL IIABITS: Active and restless. Flits abol~t in dense 
secondary growth, clinging to and spiralling jerkily up bamboo c u l m ~  
and stems of sh~x~bs and looping creepers, tapping ~vith its bill like 
a nuthatch. Sometimes hops among5t dehric of decaying bamboo 
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stems and mulch on the ground with its absurd little tail cocked 
up like a wren's. Stuart Baker describes its call as 'a querulous 
miniature of its larger brethren, uttered both in flight and when 
climbing'. 

NESTING: Season-March-April, Nest-a tiny hole drilled in a 
decaying hollow bamboo, at fairly low heights. Eggs--3 or 4, white 
roundish ovals, about 16 x 13 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERIS~ICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: reicl~enowi differs frorn 
the Sikkim population in being much paler and l ~ s s  olive above, with orange- 
rufous underparts against deep ferruginous in ochracea. 

A specimen ( 9 )  of ochracea recently collected in NE. Assam measured: 
Wing 54; bill 13; tarsus 13.5; tail 21 mm. Two Sikkim d d ill the Schafer 
collection have Wing 54, 54 mm. 

Iris red; orbital skin crimson in d ,  pale magenta in Q ;  bill: upper mandible 
t~lackish plumbeous, lower mandible grey, paler at tip; 'legs red, yellowish red, 
dull orange or greenish brown' (Baker). 

THE NORTHERN RUFOUS WOODPECKER 

Alicropternus brachyurus phaiocep.9 Blylh 
Micropternus phaioceps Blyth, 1845, lour.  &at. Soc. Bellgal 14 ( 1 ) :  195- 

Arrakan. 

F.B.I. 4 :  63 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A chestnut-rufous woodpecker, narrowly 

cross-barred with black on upper parts, wings and tail. The pale- 
edged feathers of the throat produce a scaly or scalloped dec t .  A 
crescent-shaped crimson patch of feathers under the eye distinguishes 
the male from the female. 

STATUS AND HABJTAT: A bird of the lower elevations. Garnmie 
found it breeding in the Teesta Valley at c.  2000 It.; Schafer obtained 
specimens at Gangtok c. 6000 ft. (January and February), which is 
probably the ceiling of its altitudinal range. Affects mixed second- 
ary and bamboo jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal and the E. Himalayas 
(chiefly foothills) to NE. Assam. E. Pakistan, W. Bengal. Orissa, 
Burma. The adjoinin race humei extends wesiward from \V. Nepal 
through Kumaon to a 1 out Dehra Dun and Naini Tal. 

The species has a wide range over the Indian Union and Ceylon, 
and the Indochinese and Malaysian subregions to Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical of the woodpeckers; solitary or in wvidely 
separated pairs, and usually quiet. Feeds largely on tree-ants 
(Cren~ntogcrsfer spp.) and their eggs and pupae, digging into their 
carto11-like nests with its bill. Also eats other grubs and insects. 
and is fond of the pulp of various wild Fici, and flo\ver nectar. 
Call: a high-pitched, quick-repeated keenk-keetlk-keenk, very like one 
of the more familiar 'screams' of the Common hlyna. 



NESTING : Season-April to June. Nest-a hole excavated in the 
ball-shaped carton nests of tree-ants up in the branches, strangely 
enough often even when occupied and swarming with the ferocious 
insects. That the adults and hatchlings are immune from the attacks 
of the owners is probably due to the smell of the ants acquired by 
the birds through close association and feeding on them. Eggs-3, 
white, unglossed, about 26 x 20 mm. 

HACIAL CHAHACTERISTICS, M E A S U R E A I E ~ S ,  ETC: The western race humei is 
somewhat larger and paler, and with a longer bill. 

Schiifer's Sikkiln examples measure Wing 2 d d 124, 125; 1 9 128 mm. 
Iris brown or reddish brown; ],ill dark horny brown, paler and more 

plumbeous-green at base of lower mnnclil~le; legs and feet dull 11rown or 
greenish brown. 

THE ASSAM BLACKNAPED WOODPECKER 

Piczls canzrs gyldeiistolpei Baker 
Picus cnntrs gylden.stolpei Baker, 1918, Bull. Brit. Orn. C l .  39: 19-Sadiya, 

N. Lakhimpur, Assam. 

F.B.I. 4:  15 
LOCAL NAME : Mong-chok (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Pigeon-. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A typical woodpecker with stiff, wedge-shaped 

tail and stout chisel-pointed bill. Mde: Above, forehead and fore- 
crown crimson. Supercilium grey, bordered above by a black line. 
Hindcrown, crest, and nape black. Upper parts dark green, tinged 
with bright yellow on rump. Tail largely black. Below, chin and 
throat reenish grey, with a black line from lower mandible down 
each si $ e of throat. Rest of underparts dull yellowish olive-green. 

Female: Entire forehead and crown black; otherwise more or 
less like male. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common up t0 C. 6500 ft. 
elevation (Rangpo, Dikchu, Rinchinpong, Gangtok). AfEects mixed 
evergreen and bamboo forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: From central Nepal east through 
Assam and south to the hill tracts of E. Pakistan and the Assam- 
Burma border. The adjoining race sanguiniceps stretches westw:-lrd 
from central Nepal to the Punjab Himalayas. The species is very 
widespread-from N. and C. Europe east through Transcaspia to 
China, Japan, SE. Asia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in pairs which follow one another among 
the forest trees, clinging to the trunk with their specially adapted 
feet and supported by the stiff tail pressed against it like the third 
leg of a tripod. The birds tap on the bark from time to time as 
they work their way upward in short jerky spurts, in order to 
stampede insects lurkin within the crevices, or to discover the hidden 3 pupal galleries of woo -boring beetles. The loug worm-like tongue 



of a woodpecker can be shot out far beyond the bill. I t  possesses 
a horny barbed tip by which the grubs are skewered out of their 
holes. This species also feeds on ants for which it often descends 
to the ground. Termites are dug out of ant hills, and in addition 
it takes various berries and flower nectar. 

NESTING : Seaon-April-May. Nest-a hole bored more or less 
vertically down in a tree-trunk, 5 to 25 ft. from the ground. It may 
be 6 inches or more in depth, and ends in an expanded egg-chamber. 
Egg& or 5, white ovals, measuring about 29 x22 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Diffcrs from sanguiriiceps 
of the western I-Iimalayas in being Inore yellowish golden in colour overall, 
and also somewhat smaller in the wing. Tlie Sikkim Survey specimens (2 9 3 )  
measure : Wing 141-150; I~ill 36.5-38; tarsrls 27.5-29; tail 99-102 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkirn skins give Wing 1 d 136; 2 E' 9 140, 148 mm. 
Iris crimson-hrown; bill horny black, plumbeous at gape; legs and feet 

plumbeous with slight olive tinge; c:lanrs horny brown. 

THE LARGE YELLOWNAPED WOODPECKER 

Picus flaijinucha flal;inucha Gould 
Picus jkuir~trcltn Gould, 1834 (1833), Proc. 2001. SOC.  London (1): 120- 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 12, fig. 6 (facing p. 97) 

F.B.I. 4 :  23 
LOCAL NAME : Mong-kli-ong (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A large yellowish green woodpecker with 

rufous-banded dark brown wings and golden yellow nuchal crest. 
Bright yellow chin and throat; rich brown foreneck, streaked with 
white. 

Female similar but with chin, throat and lower cheeks brown 
instead of yellow. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common up to c. 7000 ft. 
(Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Dikchu, Lingtam, Terni, Kewzing, 
Gangtok). Affects tall tree forest, often surrounding old cultivation 
clearings on hillsides with boles of dead trees standing or strewn 
about. 

DIsTFuBunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIhl : Nepal, Bhutan to Assam; Manipur, 
Bihar, Orissa, W. Bengal, E. Pakistan, Bumla. The species extends 
through the Indoclinese subregion to S. China and Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Goes about in separated pairs or scattered 
family parties of 4 or 5, commonly in loose association with various 
species of drongos. When disturbed and flying off utters a rich 
'laugh' rather like that of the Black Woodpecker (Dyocopus), but 
less loud and more musical. 

NESTING: Season-March to May. ATest-the usual hole and shaft 
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excavated betweell 10 and 20 ft. up in the trunk of a tree. E g g s 4  
or 4, white broad ovals about 29 x 22 mm. 

RACLAL CH.\nACTERIS'IICS, M E A S U Z M E N T S ,  ETC : The adjoining W. 
Himalayan race kumaot~~nsis is larger and paler. 

Specimens collected by the Survey measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 d 175 43 32 116 mm. 
1 9  170 37 29 117, mm. 

Four 9 9 in the Schafer Sikkinl collection have Wing 160, 160, 168, 171 mm. 
Iris brownish crimson; bill pale bluish groy, clnrker at gape and base and 

ivory-white on tips of both mandibles; legs, feet and claws plumbeous. 

THE EAST HIMALAYAN SMALL YELLOWNAPED 
WOODPECKER 

Picus chlorolophus chlorolophus Vieillot 
Picus chloroloph~rs Vieillot, 1818, Dict. Nouv. d'Hist. Nat. 26: 78-Bengal. 

F.B.I. 4 :  17 
LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE: Myna+. 
n E L D  CHARACTERS : Male: Above, forehead, supercilia continued 

to meet at nape, and moustaohial sbeak, crimson; crown dive-green; 
nuchal crest golden yellow. Upper plumage bright yellowish green. 
Wing-quills largely green and maroon-red. Tail brownish black with 
the central feathers edged bronze-green. Below, chin and throat 
brown barred with whitish. Breast olive-brown; rest of underparts 
barred brown and white. 

F m l e :  Crimson of head restricted to a short broad line from 
behind the eye to nape. Otherwise like the male. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common at low and 
moderate elevations up to c.  6500 ft. (Singtam, Martam, Dentam, 
Rinchin~ong, Gangtsk). According to Stevens to at least 5000 ft. 
in the Rungbong Valley. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The lower Himalayas from E. Nepal 
to Assam and E. Pakistan. The adjoining W. Himalayan race 
.simlae occurs from central Nepal westward to Chamba. The 
species is found in India, Ceylon, the Indochinese subregion to S. 
China and Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical woodpecker. Often keeps amongst the 
mixed hunting associations in forest, of drongos, minivets, flycatchers 
and other insectivorous birds. Its call is described as a loud quna 
uttered at intervals, in addition to a wide range of the characteristic 
woodpecker trills. I t  also drums on wood. Food: grubs and insects. 

N E s n N c  : Season-April-May. Nest-the usual woodpecker hole 
in a dead or decaying tree-trunk, c. 2 inches in diameter, first 
horizontally in for a couple of inches then turning down into a vertical 



T H E  G O L D E N B A C K E D  T H R E E T O E D  W O O D P E C K E R  03 

shaft up to a foot or more, widening at the bottom. E g g s 4  to 5, 
white broad ovals, about 24 x 19 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: West Himalayan birdi 
(simlae) are soniewhat larger and more brownish on the breast. 

A 9 collectcd by the Sikkim Survey measures: Wing 133; bill 30; tarsus 24; 
tail 9:3 nun. A Schifer d has Wing 128 lrlm. 

Iris brownish crimson; bare skin round eyes slaty pluml~eous; bill: upper 
mandible and tip of lower horny brown. Upper mandible at gape and 
basal portion of lower mandible pale green; legs and feet greenish plumbwus; 
claws brown. 

THE HIMALAYAN GOLDENBACKED THREETOED 
WOODPECKER 

Dinopium shorii shmii (Vigors) 
Picus sl~orii Vigors, 18:32 (lb30-31), Proc. Zool. Soc. Lorldott (1): 175- 

Himalayas. 

Plate 12, fig. 1 (facing p. 97) 

F.B.I. 4: 74 
LOCAL NAME: 
SLZE : Pigeon - . 
FIELD C X U F U ~ :  A golden-backed woodpecker with crimson 

crown and occipital crest, crimson rump and black tail. Hindneck 
black, continued forward as a black stripe to behind eye. A 
prominent white supercilium to nape. A broad white band down 
eaoh side of neck. Black moustachial streaks continued as a double 
line down centre of throat, with the intervening space pale brown. 
Below, breast and underparts fulvous, boldly scalloped with black. 

Female: Like the male but with forehead and forecrown brownish 
black; crown and occipital crest black with long white streaks. 

STATUS AM) HABITAT: Rare. Evidently confined, as in Nepal, to 
the terai and low footh.~U.~ up to c. 2000 ft. Mects tall forest, 
deciduous as well as tropical evergreen. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIICICIM: The Himalayas from Garhwal and 
Nepal to N. Assam; Manipur, E. Pakistan. The species extends to 
Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical woodpecker. Nothing specifically 
recorded. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest-the usual tree-hole. 
RACIAL C~.LARACTEKIS~CS,  MEASUHE~LENTS, ETC: In this \voodpecker the 

hallux (first digit or inner hind toe) is absent. The Fauna gives for d Q Wing 
146-168; bill 32-36; tarsus 23-24; tail 95-103 mm. 

Iris brown to crimson; bill dark slaty or blackish; legs and feet plumbeous 
or greenish brown. 
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THE PALEHEADED WOODPECKER 

Gecinulus grantia grantia (McClelland) 
Piclts (Chrysor~olrrs) gmrrtici hlcClelland, 1810 (18:39), Proc. Zool. Soc. 

Lorrdort (7) : 165-Assam. 

F.B.I. 4:  27 
LOCAL NAME : Ka-ter (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Myna+. 
FIELD CHA~ACTERS: Male: Above, forehead and sides of head pale 

golden olive-brown; sides of neck, and nape, golden olive-yellow. 
A patch on crown crimson-pink. Rest of upper plumage dull 
crimson, including secondary wing-quills. Primaries brown, barred 
with buff. Betow, chin and throat dull olive-yellow merging into 
dark brownish olive of rest of undeqxuts. 

Female similar, but lacking the crimson-pink patch on crown. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common. Met with up  to c. 3000 ft. 

elevation in the Teesta Valley (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam) in 
secondary mixed bamboo jungle. This biotope, between c. 1500 and 
2500 ft., is the richest in woodpeckers both as to numbers and 
species. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan to Assam; 
Manipur, E. Pakistan, Chin Hills. The species ranges through the 
Indochinese subregion to S. Cl-Lina. 

GENERAL HABITS: A noisy woodpecker, usually seen in pairs on 
bamboos for preference. Its contact call is a nasal chaik-chaik-chuik- 
chaik, 5 or 6 times in succession, commencing loud and slow, 
increasing in tempo, becoming fainter and fading off towards the 
end. It  also utters a loud, harsh castanet-like rattling kerekz-kerekz- 
kerekb-kerekz, reminiscent of a tree pie or Blackthroated Jay- 
evidently a sign of agitation or concern. 

NESTING: Semo-April-May. Nest-a hole in a rotten tree- 
trunk, 5 to 20 ft. up. Eggs--3, white ovals about 26x20 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, ~%EASUREMENTS, ETC: Tlle Fauna gives the 
measuremenls (d  9 )  as : Wing 128-134; bill 24-27; tnrsrls 23-24; tail 79-66 mm. 

Iris reddish brown; bill I)luish ivory, pale plurubeous a t  l ~ n s e ;  lcbgs :tntl fee t  
olive; claws horny brown. 
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THE GREAT SLATY WOODPECKER 

Mulleripicus ~~ult.erulentus irrohur~ Ripley 
Alulleripictrs ptrloeruletltus 11to11ur1 Ripley, 1950, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washir~gton 

GR: 103-Jamu Ghat, Bheri lliver, W .  Nepal. 

Plate 12, fig. 5 (facing p. 97) 

F.B.I. 4 :  86 (part) 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE: House Crow. 
FIELD CHARACTEFLS : Overall ashy slate-grey with a short broad 

crimson moustachial streak. Chin, throat and foreneck buffy yellow. 
Female: Similar, but without the crimson moustache. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Evidently rare and confined to the heavily 

forested tracts of the terai and foothills, up to c. U H K )  ft. elevation. 
Little is specifically known concerning its status in Sikkim, and its 
inclusio~i and illustration here are largely in order to elicit informa- 
tion from observers. 

DISTRZ~UTION OUTSIDE SIKKIAI: From the U.P. terai and footh~Us, 
east to Assam north of Brahamapuba River. The species ranges 
through Assam east to the Indoclhese and Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS: Usually oes about in parties of 4 to 6, fl in E r a high above the tree-tops in la ouring, dipping, noisy flight. Its ou 
calls sound like somethin between the bleating of a goat 

k?%\arking of a dog, and can& heard a long way oB. 

THE RUFOUSBELLIED WOODPECKER 

Hypopicus hypeythrus ltypeytllrus (Vigors) 
Picus ltypeythrus Vigors, 1831 (1830-31), Psoc. 2001. Soc. Lotidon (I):  

28-Himalayas (restricted to tlie Easte'rn Hlrnalayas by Iiartert, 1912). 

F.B.I. 4: 30 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : B~lblll. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Practically uncrested. A4ale: Above, forehead 

white; crown and nape crimson. U per lumage to rump broadly 

fl 
'f E barred black and white. Win s an tail lack, largely spotted and 

barred with white. Below, c in grey; tluoat, sides of neck, and 
underparts bright chestnut. Under tail-coverts pale crimson. 

F d e :  Crown and nape black, spotted with white; otherwise 
like male. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high-elevation woodpecker, resident 
between c. 8000 and 13,500 ft. altitude, sometimes lower (Jeluk, 
Lachen, Lachung, Singalila Ridge, Changu). Mects pine and 
rhododendron forest. 

DIsTRIsUnoN OUTSIDE SIILKIhl: E. Kumaon, Ne al, Bhutan and 1 throughout the E. Himalayas to NE. Assam; Cac ar, Naga Hills, 
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Manipur. The adjoining W. Himalayan race murshalli extends from 
Kurnaon to Kashmir. The species ranges to Burma, N. Thailand, 
Indochina, China, Korea. 

GENERAL HABITS: A quiet, silent woodpecker, usually single, some- 
times in separated pairs, working fairly high up on large tree-trunks. 
Heinrich observed that often the female also drums on wood. 

N E s n N c  : Sem-April-May, Nest-the, typical woodpecker hde, 
excavated 15 ft. or so up  in a tree-trunk. Egg& or 5, white, 
about 23 X 17 mm. 

HACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, AIEASUI~EMEATS, ETC : The adjacent W. Hima1ay:in 
race marshalli is larger, with the crin~son on the head of the male more extensive. 

Sikkiln skins in the Chicago Museum of Natural History measure: 
Wing Bill Tail 

1 d 116 24 76.5 mm. 
1 9  115 33 69 mm. 

Two collected by Schiifer have Wing d 122; 9 116 mm. 
Iris reddish brown; upper mandible black, lower greenish yellow; legs 

blackish grey (Ripley). 

THE CRIMSONBREASTED PIED WOODPECKER 

Denclrocopcrs cdhph~r ius  cdhphum'us (Blyth) 
Picus (Dendrocopus) catlrpharius 'fIodgson'=Blyth, 1843, ]OUT. Asiat. Soc. 

Bellgal 12 (2) : 1006-Darjeeling. 

F.B.I. 4: 37 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Bulbul-. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Above, back and tail black (with outer 

rectrices barred white) as in the Darjeeling Pied Woodpecker (p. 97). 
Crimson of hindcrown and occipital crest extending to whole of 
sides of neck. Below, also streaked with black like darjellensis, but 
darker and more fulvous. A diffuse crimson patch on breast. 
Under tail-coverts edged and tipped with crimson. 

Female: Like male, but with the entire crown black. Sides of 
neck whitish, faintly tinged crimson. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Has about the same altitudinal range as 
da~jellensis-mainly 6000 to 10,000 ft. According to Stevens between 
5000 and 6000 ft. in t,he Sikkirn Himalayas, and unlikely as low as 
3000 ft. A specimen collected by him at Lingtam, c. 6000 ft., is in the 
Chicago Museum of Natural History. However, Schifer obtained a 
large series in Sikkim in practically every month of the year from 
c. 2000 ft. (June) to 13,000 ft. 10 December to 9 April): Dikchu, 
Manshitang, Gangtok, Lachen, T angu. I?. N. Betts obseived it near 
Lachung at c. 7000 ft. in May. 

h 
DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : From Nepal through Bhutan and 

SE. Tibet to the Assam hills north of Brahmaputra River. The Assam 
hills south of this river, and Manipur, are occupied by the race 
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1. Himalayan Goldenbacked Threetoed Woodpeclzer (Dinopt<t ;~~ s. shovzi) 2. 1)arjeeling Pied Wood- 
pecker (Dendrocopos d .  darjellensis) 3. Redeared Bay \Voodpecker (Blythzpic~rs p. pyrrhotis) 4. Rufous 
Piculet (Sasia o. ochracea) 5. Great Slaty Woodpeclcer (Mzclleripicus p. mohun) 6. Large Yellownaped b oodpecker (Picus f. jlavinuchra) 7. Goldenthroated Barbet (Il/legalaima f. frankliniij 8. Great Assam 

Barbet (Mcgalaima u. magni$ca) 9. Yellowbacked Honeyguide (Indicalor r. xunthonotus) 
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pyrrhothorax. The species extends through the Indochinese sub- 
region to S. and W. China. 

GENERAL IIABITS : Not appreciably different from the Da jeeling 
Pied Woodpecker (below). 

N E s n N c  : Seosm-April-May. Nest-the typical woodpecker 
hole in a tree-hunk. Eggs-2 to 4, wlute, about 24 x 17 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENI.~, ETC: In the Assam race pyrrho- 
thorax the male has the under tail-coverts, breast and R broad gorget on 
foreneck crimson. 

A 9 collected 1,y the Survey measures: Wing 102; bill 18; tarsus 17; 
tail 60 mm. Schiiier's Sikkim series gives Wing 8 d d 97-103 (av. 99.8); 5 9 Q 
100-103 (av. 101.0) mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris brown or reddish brown; bill pale plumhmus, darker on culmell and 
tip; legs and feet plumbeous or gl.eenisli plumbeous (Fauna). 

THE FULVOUSBREASTED WOODPECKER, Dendrocopos macei macei 
(Vieillot), was not met with in Sikkim by the Survey, and apparently 
neither by Schafer. According to Stevens it occurs in the Rungbong 
Valley up to c. 3500 ft., and has been obtained in the Teesta Valley 
at c. 2400 ft. 

RECOGNITION : Size, c. Bulbul. Distinguished from the Da rjeeling 
and Crimsonbreasted Pied Woodpeckers by its back being transversely 
barred with white instead of all black, and underparts only spotted 
on the breast instead of boldly streaked throughout 

THE DAR JEELING PIED WOODPECKER 

Dendrocgos darjellensis clarjelleitsis (Blyth) 
Picus (Dend~oco~os) &~clr.jcller~sis Blyth, 1845, lour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14 (1):  

196-Darjeeling. 

Plate 12, fig. 2 (facing p. 97) 

F.B.I. 4 :  36 
LOCAL NAME : Sadyer-mong-prek (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S  : Back entirely black. Middle tail-feathers 

black; outer barred with white. Hindcrown red in male; black in 
female. Lower parts yellowish fulvous, streaked with black. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high-elevation woodpecker. Not un- 
common between c. 6000 and 10,000 ft. wen in winter (Kewzing, 
Chiabhanjan, Singalila Ridge, Lachen, Lachung, K y a n g ) .  
Meinertzhagen obtained it at Thangu (c.  13,000 ft.) in Novem er, and 
Schafer in the same locality in July. Affects pine and rhododendron 
forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSLDE SUM: From central Nepal eastward 
through Bhutan and SE. Tibet (Himalayan facies), and N. Burma. 
The species extends to Tonkin and W. China. 

7 



GENERAL HABITS : Hunts high up  on tree-trunks as well as on 
branches amon st the canopy foliage, frequently in the mixed asso- 
ciations of smal f insectivorous birds; singly or in pairs. Also searches 
for food on decaying storm-blown trees lying prone in forest. 

NESTING : Season-April-May. Nest-the typical woodpecker hole 
in a tree-trunk in dense forest. Eggs-2 to 4, white, about 28 x20 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEHISTICS, hIEASUnEhlEN.I'S, ETC:: A specimen (d) collect~l 
by the Sikkim Survey has Wing 127 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim series gives Wing 2 d $ 124, 127; 6 Q 9 124-131 
(nv. 126.5) mm. 

Iris reddish brown to crimson, orbital skin slaty grey; bill plumbeous, 
blackish on upper mandible; legs and feet dull green or greenish plumbeous; 
claws horny. 

THE PIGMY PIED WOODPECKER 

Denclrocopos cmicapillus semicoronatus (Malherbe) 
Picus semicororiattis Malherbe, 1849 (1848-49), Ru.11. Soc. Hist .  Not .  Moselle 

5 : 2LHimalayas =Darjeel,ing. 

F.B.I. 4: 49 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A small black-and-white woodpecker. Male: 

Aboue, forehead and crown ashy brown; short occipital crest scarlet, 
surrounded by black. A broad whitish supercilium from behind the 
eye continued as a wide band down sides of neck. Upper back 
black; wings, lower back, and rump black broadly barred with 
white. Upper tail-coverts and two central pairs of tail feathers 
black lateral tail feathers more or less barred with white. Below, 
chin and throat w'hitish streaked with ashy. An ashy moustachial 
streak on either side. Rest of lower plumage fulvous brown streaked 
with black. 

Female: Like male, but scarlet of hindcrown replaced by black. 
STATUS AM) HABITAT: Fairly common at altitudes under c. 5000 ft. 

(Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Pakyong, Rinchinpong). Schiifer obtained 
a specimen at Penlom La, c. 6000 ft. (March). Mects open oak 
forest and secondary jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan to N. Assnm. The adjoin- 
ing W. Himalayan race mz'tchellii ranges westward from Nepal 
through Kumaon to Murree. The species extends through the 
Indochinese and Malaysian subregions to China, Korea, Formosa, 
Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS: A silent and unobtrusive little woodpecker, 
keeping in pairs, usually in association with the mixed hunting 
parties of small insectivorous birds. Creeps up, around ancl uncler 
the slender branches and end twigs in tall trees as well as low 
shrubs, tapping on the bark softly from time to time. Actions very 
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like a nuthatch's. Eats small insects and .rubs; also the pulp of 
various fruits. Call: a feeble, mousy clic -r-r-r. Also drums on 
wood. 

b 
NEsTrnc: Sea~ou.-A ril-May. Nest-a shaft, a few inches in 

depth, bored in a thin granch, 15 to 35 feet from the ground. In 
horizontal branches the tiny entrance liolc is on the underside. 
Egg& or 5, white, about 18X 14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The adjacent Kcpal and W. 
Himalayan race mitchellii differs in having the scarlet of the hindcrown confinc(1 
as a streak on either side. Specimens collectd by the Sikkiin Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
5 d 3  84-88 14.5-16.5 15-16 40.5-45 mm. 
1 9  88 15.5 14.5 45 mm. 

Iris biscuit-coloured or greyish brown; bill l~orny brown, plumbeous OII  about 
basal two-thirds of lower mandible; legs and feet olive-plumbeous; claws horny 
brown. 

THE REDEARED BAY WOODPECKER 

Blythipin'cus pyrrhotis pyrr11oti.s (Hodgson) 
Picus pyrrhotis Hodgson, 1M7, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bellgal 6 :  108-Nepal. 

Plate 12, fig. 3 (facing p. 97) 

F.B.I. 4 :  55 
LOCAL NAME : Fi-ing (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Pigeon - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Overall aspect barred rufous and black. A 

scarlet band on nape extending to sides of neck behind the ear- 
coverts. Prominent greenish yellow bill. 

Female: Like the male but without the scarlet nape band. 
STATUS AND K~BITAT: Not met with by the Sikkim S w e y ,  and 

evidently uncommon. Schafer obtained two specimens at Gangtok, 
c. 6300 ft. in December, and F. N. Betts observed it at Dikohu, 
c.  2000 ft. in May, in dense evergreen forest, feeding in the higher 
branches of some tall F i m  eIasticu trees. In the Chicago Museum 
of Natural History there are two specimens from Lingtam and 
Chungthang respectively. 

DIsmunoN OUTSIDE SIKKI~I: From central Nepal east through 
Assam, Manipur and the Lushai Hills to E. Pakistan and Burma. 
Farther, it occurs through the Indochinese subregion and h4alaya to 
SE. China and Hainan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps to dense evergreen secondaiy jungle 
singly or in pairs, sometimes hunting on tree-stumps and fallen logs 
a few inches above ground level. Call: a loud, far-carrying chatter 
frequently repeated. 

NESTING : NO record for Sikkim. I11 Assam, season-May-June. 
Nest-the typical ln7oodpecker tree-hole, 3 to 10 feet from the ground 
in heavily wooded ravines etc. Eggs-2 or 3, \!-lute, about 
30x22 mm. 



RACIAI. CHARACTENSTICS, LIEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Chicago skins measure : 
Wing Rill Tail 

1 d 145 5 1 85 rnln. 
1 9  147 5 1 85 mrn. 

Stevens gives the measurements of his Sikkinl birds as:  3 3 Wing 145-148; 
I~ill (from feathers) 47-48. 9 Q Wing 146-149; bill 45-48 mm. Strcsemann 
found the wing range in 10 examples, 6 9 ,  from Mt Victoria to be  146-157 mrn. 
Schiifer's Gangtok skins, 2 9 9, have Wing 137, 145 mln. 

Iris ( 0 )  reddish brown; bill yellow, greenish yellow at 11ase of lower 
mandible; legs and feet blackish brown (Ripley). 6 'Iiis dull crimson; orbital 
skin olive-brown . . .' (Robi~rson & Kloss). 

TICKELL'S GOLDENBACKED WOODPECKER 

Chrysocolaptes lucidus guttacristc~tus (Tickell) 
Ficus guttacristatus l'ickell, 1833, Jour. Asint. Soc. Bengnl 2 :  578-Jungles 

of Borabh~m and Dholbhlim. 

F.B.I. 4 :  78 
LOCAL NAME : Tashi-on-bau (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Superficially very similar to the Himalayan 

Threetoed Goldenback (Plate 12, fig. 1) sex for sex, and may be 
easily confused with it. Its chief difierentiating feature is the pattern 
of the five narrow black throat stripes: two each from either cheek 
converging on sides of throat, with the fifth down centre of chin 
and foreneck. Cheeks, chin and throat white. In addition it has 
the normal four toes, all strong and well developed. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common in forested valleys and foot- 
hills country u p  to c. 5000 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Dikchu, Martam, 
Dentarn, Rinchinpong). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal to Assam; N. Andhra, 
Bastar, Orissa, W. Bengal, E. Pakistan. The adjoining W. Himalayas 
to Garhwal are occupied by the race mltaneus, while a third, 
chersonesus, occurs throughout the W. Ghats. The species ranges 
through the Indochinese and Malaysian subregions to the Philippines. 

GENERAL HABITS: Usually met with in noisy pairs or family 
parties. Food, flight, etc, typical of the woodpeckers. Call: a 
distinctive tinny 'laugh' or 'scream'. 

NESTING : Season-March to May. Nest-the typical woodpecker 
hole in a tree-trunk, 5 to 15 feet from the ground. Eggs--4 or 5, 
white, about 30 x22 mm. 

RACJAL CHARACTERISTICS, XIEASUREMENTS, ETC: The west Himalayan 
sultaneus is larger, with a comparatively larger bill. Cltcrsorrestrs of the W. 
Ghats is s~llaller and more olive-crimson 011 the back. 

A 9 collected by the Sikkim Survey measures: Wing 173; bill 46.5; 
tarsus 30.5; tail 88  mrn. X~~o thc r  9 in Sc11;ifer's collection has Wing 
172 mm. 
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Iris creamy orange or fawn; bill llorny brown or blbck, plumbcous at gape 
and base of lower mandib!~; legs ancl feet greenish plurnbeous; claws horny 
brown. 

Family E~JRYLAIMLD.AE : Broadbills 

HODGSON'S, or THE NEPAL, COLLARED BROADBILL 

Serilophrrs lrrnntus ndropygius (Hodgson) 
Rayn rubropygia Hodgson, 1830 (January), lour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 8 :  3 0 -  

No locality= Nepal. 

Plate 13, fig. 6 (facing p. 144) 

F.B.I. 3: 470 
LOCAL NAMES : Rai-suya (Nepali); Rab-kyul (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  A sluggish, arboreal, ashy grey bird with a 

short recumbent crest overhanging the nape. Lower back ohestnut. 
Wings black with contrasting chestnut, blue, and white markings. 
Tail black with the lateral feathers white-tipped. Prominent yellow 
skin round eye. 

Female similar but with a demi-gorget of white-tipped feathers 
on either side of neck. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Evidently rare and confined to the lower 
elevations and foothills up to about 3500 ft. (Singtam, hlartam). 
Found in mixed secondary tree and bamboo forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal eastward to E. and S. Assam; 
Manipur, Chittagong Hill Tracts, N. & W. Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS : Arboreal and somewhat crepuscular. Small 
parties d 5 to 10. Active in the mornings and at dusk, but also 
hunting lethargically during the day. Stupidly confiding, even after 
being fired at. Takes insects off the branches and foliage of trees in 
ungainly but agile, fluttering sallies. Does not jump from branch to 
branch but uses its wings to make short flying hops. Its notes have 
been described as 'a soft, rather musical whistle and a low clur-r-r, 
uttered both when sitting and flying'. 

NESTING : Season-May-June. Nest-a bulky, untidy ball of 
coarse grass and weeds bound together by black hair-like roots, with 
a round lateral entrance overhung by a porol~. Lined with broad 
bamboo or grass leaves; draped on the exterior with spiders' egg- 
bags etc. and an untidy 'beard' of loose material dangling below. 
Nest suspended by n thin attachment from a branch or bamboo 
twig, noimall!~ 5 to 10 ft. up, al~nost invariably overhanging a tickle 
or pool in a ravine, and very conspic~~ous. Eggs-4 or 5, white, 
tinged with pale creamy pink or claret. usually speckled with minute 



reddish brown or purplish black dots, more densely at the broad 
end. Size about 24X 18 mm. 

RACIAL CHARAC1'ERISTlCS, hlEASUHKhlEN'I.S, E.I.C: 11 specimells of this SU~>-  
speoies, d Q ,  recently collected by Dr Ripley and myself ill the hlishmi I-Iills 
(NE. Assaln) measure: Wing 82.5-88; bill 15-16.5; tarsus (1) 20.5; tail 65.5- 
71 mm. 

Iris brown; orbital skin bright yellow; upper mandible blue with pale 
edges and tip; lower mandible blue at base, yellowish green on gonys; legs 
and feet bright yello~zfish green; claws plumbeous. 

THE LONGTAILEII BROADBILL 

Psarisonlus dalholrsine tlalhozlsiae (Jarneson) 
E~rrylnimus dnlhor~siae Jil~oeson, 1835. Edinburgh New Phil. Jo~rr .  18: 

389-N. India. 

Plate 13, fig. 5 (facing p. 144) 

F.B.I. 3 :  472 
LOCAL NAMES : Rai-i (Nepali); Dang-mo-mith, Dang-mit-pho 

(Lepcha). 
SIZE: Myna+. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S :  A showy grass-green arboreal bird, with a 

longish graduated tail largely bright blue above black below. Bright 
ellow chin and throat, produced in a collar broken behind. The 

back crown with an oblong yellow spot on either side, and a bright 
blue patch in the centre, make its identity unmistakable. A white 
patch on black underside of wings prominent in flight. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not uncommon at elevations between 1500 
and 6500 ft. (Sin tam, Martarn, Penlom La, Gangtok). Affects ever- 
green forest on fillsides. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Kumaon 
(Mussooree) through Nepal and Bhutan to E. Assam; Manipur, 
Chittagong Hill Tracts, Burma, Thailand. The species stretches to 
Indgchina and Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Arboreal; sociable. In flocks of 15 to 30 moving 
about in the foliage canopy or middle storey in forest, in irregular 
follow-my-leader fashion from tree to tree. Flight silhouette from 
below, upright stance when perched, and method of fluttering in 
front of sprigs to take insects, all very reminiscent of the minivets 
(Pericrocotus) though actions much more sluggish. Like Hodgson's 
Broadbill, tame and confiding often to the point of stupidity, even 
after several of a flock have been shot. Food: orthopterous insects, 
ants, bugs, caterpillars, and spiders. Call: a distinctive sharp, thin 
whistle tseeay, tseeay repeated 5 to 8 times in quick succession. 
Close hunting association between this species and the Haircrested 
Drongo (Dicwrus hottentotttu) was frequently observed in Sikkim, 
the drongos swooping upon any moths or other winged insects 
dislodged from the foliage by the fluttering broadbills. 
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N E s n N c  : Season-May-June. Nest-a well made pear-shaped 
pouch of bamboo spathes, grass, roots, moss, and crceper stems etc. 
with a ragged 'beard' hangin from the bottom, and decorated on 
the outside with spiders' egg- % ags, scraps of green moss etc. Sus- 
pended by a thin pliant attaohment 6 to 30 ft. up from trees usually 
overhangin streams in wooded ravines. Eggs--5 or 6, variable, 
white to sa&non-pink blotched wit11 pale brick-red, brick-pink or deep 
rich red-brown, and secondary lilac-grey markings. Size about 
28 X20 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERIS'TICS, MEASUREMENTS, E T C :  The Sikkirn Survey s p i -  
mens measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
1 6  103 2 1 28 124 mm. 
3 9 9  103-105 21.5-23.5 27.5-30 123-130 mrn. 

Width of bill at foreliead (nostrils! c.  15 mm. 
Two adults (sex?) collected by Schafer havc Wing 104, 108 mm. 
Iris khaki; bill sage green; upper mandible bluish at gape; underside of 

lower mandible pinkish orange at chin and lxual two-thirds, bluish green at 
tip; fine rim round eye greenish yellow; legs and feet sage green; claws horny 
black. 

Family PITTIDAE : Pittas 

THE BLUENAPED PITTA 

Pitta nipalensis (Hodgson) 
Paludicola nipcllensk Hodgson, 1827, Jour. Asiot. Soc. Bengnl 6 : 10:3-Nepal 

Plate 13, fig. 7 (facing p. 144) 

F.B.I. 3:  444 
LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE: Myna+. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S :  A dumpy, stub-tailed bird, largely blue and 

greenish brown above; plain fulvous below. Tail brown, tinged with 
green. Nape and hindneck blue. 

Female: General colour of head duller rufous; throat whitish. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Occurs sparingly in the foothills and up to 

c. 6500 ft. (Gangtok) where Schafer collected specimens in January, 
February and March. Gammie found it breeding at c. 5000 ft. in 
June. AfFects dense secondary tropical jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The lower Himalayas from E. Nepal 
to extreme E. Assam, Assam, Manipur, Chittagong Hill Tracts, 
N. Bunna. The species extends to Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Almost entirely terrestrial. Keeps singly under 
shrubbery, digging into the soft earth or mulch with its stout bill for 
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insects, wolms, lizards and other small animals. Pro resses in very f long hops, like a rat in a hurry, and at a fleeting g lmpse may be 
mistaken for one. Ventures on to the edge of paths through forest 
in the early mornin s and at dusk, when also may be  heard 
its loud, ringing, dou a le-noted whistling calls. In low flight from 
one thicket to another, silhouette very like a waterhen's (Amaurornis). 

NESTING : Season-May-June. Nest-a large oblong domed 
structure like a Rugby football, of bamboo leaves, coarse roots and 

ass, with the entrance at one end. Placed on the ground in the 
ase of a bamboo clump or other bush, or a few feet up in the forking f 

branoh of a tree. Eggs-4 or 5, glossy china white sparsely spotted 
with reddish brown and lavender grey. Size about 30x23 mm. 

RACTAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUHEMENl'S, ETC: The Fauna gives for d Q : 
Wing 116-129; bill 22-26; tarsus 51-59; tail 61-68 mm. Three 9 9 collected by 
Schafer in Sikkim have Wing 122, 126, 127 mm. 

Iris brown; eyerim pale salmon; bill horny brown, paler at tip; legs and 
feet brownisli flesh; claws paler. 

Family ALAUDIDAE : Larks 

Larks are plain-coloured brown birds with streaked or scalloped 
upper parts. They resemble the pipits but are s uatter in build and 
have shorter tails which are not wagged up and 1 own. They live in 
scattered flocks in open country gleaning their food-seeds and 
insects--on the ground. 

THE TIBETAN SHORT-TOED LARK 

CalancE?.ella acutirostris tibetuna Brooks 
Calandrella tibetuna Brooks, 1880, Stray Feathers 8: 488-Tibet. 

F.B.I. 3:  328 
LOCAL NAMJ3 : 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  Above, greyish sandy, streaked with blackish. 

Tail black with central feathers pale and the two outer pairs largely 
white. Below, white suffused with brown, with a few blackish streaks 
on breast and a dusky patch on either side of lower neck. Sexes 
alike. 

In the non-breeding season the chief characteristic of short-toed 
larks is the enormous flocks in which they live. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: The Tibetan Plateau facies of N. Sikkim, 
15,000 to 16,500 ft. altitude, where Schafer obtained a good series, 
including juveniles, in July and August (Gyagong, 'Kiang-Lager'). 
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DI~TRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Summer, the Tibetan Plateau frcm 
about the longitude of h4t Everest eastward to Kuku Nor. The 
western (nominate) race stretches over Kashmir, (Ladakh ?)I, 

Afghanistan to Iran. Winter, the Indo-Gangetic Plain and East 
Pakistan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Terrestrial. Highly gregarious in the non- 
breeding season, keeping in large flocks on migration and in its 
winter quarters. Affects bleak shingly and stony wastes, sharing its 
abundance here with Horned Larks. Feeds on the ground on seeds 
and insects, and is especially partial to the damp margins of bogs. 
In courtship display the male struts around the female with tail 
cocked up between drooping wings, like a cock sparrow. Occasionally 
he also soars wanderingly a few feet up in the air, singing a feeble 
disjointed 'song'-mostly strung-out repetitions of the normal call note 
trree. 

NESTING : Season-June-July. Nest-a cup-like depression in the 
ground under a diminutive stone or bush, neatly lined with grass 
and wool; often entirely felted with the latter. Eggs-normally 3, 
greyish white faintly stippled with pale brown, more densely at  the 
broad end. Size about 22 X 16 mm. 

RACIAL CHAMCTERLSTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Differs from the western 
race acutirostris in the greater extent and purer white irl the tail feathers. 

A large series collected by Schater in N. Sikkim, il~clrldillg jnve~iiles, in 
July-August and October. Adults measnre: Wing 7 d d 91-95 (av. 93.4); 
3 9 9 87, 87, 93 mm. 

Iris brown; bill yellowish horn, blackish on culmen and tip; legs and feet 
brownish flesh; claws darker. 

THE RUFOUS SHORT-TOED LARK, Calandwlla cinerea dukhunansi~ 
(Sykes), was not met with by the Survey between November and 
April, when it was presumably away in its winter quarters in the 
Indian plains. Its status in Sikkim is indeterminate. In September 
and October (1870), Blanford recorded it 'in large flocks of several 
hundreds' in N. Sikkim-at Yumthang (12,000 ft.), Mome Samdong 
(15,000 ft.) and Phalung (16,000 ft.). 

In the hand this species may be readily differentiated from 
acutirostris by the fourth wing primary (from outside) being 
appreciably shorter than the first three. In acutirostris all the first 
four primaries are of about equal length. 

THE SKYLARK, Alar~da arvensis Linn. Tibetan : Cho-mo; Nam-che. 
Col. R. Meinertzhagen obtained a male from a small flock at Thangu 
(13,100 ft.) on 19 November (1925) belonging to the grey, round- 
winged form inol~inata Biancl~i. Wing 109 mm. Also a specimen 

' hleineltzhagen considers Ladakh birds to be tilwtai~u. 



of the rather similar but smaller gulgula at Dentam (4500 ft.) on 
9 January (1926). Wing 98 mm. The status of this species in 
Sikkim is uncertain. The skylarks have a peculiar fluttering flight 
by which t,lley rise high up in the air remaining practically stationary 
on rapidly vibrating wings and singing spiritedly for long unbroken 
periods. 

THE TIBETAN, or ELWES'S, HORNED LARK 

E~.emophila alpestris elwesi (Blanford) 
Otocoris eltoesi Blanford, 1872, Jowl,. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 41 (2): 6 L S i k k i m  

F.B.I. 3:  310 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Blllbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Aboue, forehead white. Face boldly 

marked black and white. A pointed black horn-like tuft on either 
side of crown. Upper plumage dark-streaked vinous or pinkish grey- 
brown. Tail black, margined with white. Below, white, washed 
with vinous on flanks and breast. A broad black gorget or breast- 
band. 

Female only differing in details. 

Tibetan, or Elwcs's, Ilorned Lark 
About one-half 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A hardy high-elevation lark, resident at 
15,000 to 16,000 ft. in the Tibetan facies of N. Sikkim (Gyagong, 
'Kiang-Lager'). Blanford obtained it at 18,000 ft. (Dongkia La) in 
September. Seldom descends as low as 10,000 ft. even in severe 
winters. A sudden spell of freakish weather will, however, force some 
individuals down to unusually low elevations temporarily, (e.g. 
Chungthang c. 5000 ft., 18.i.1953). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Tibetan plateau eashvard to 
at least the upper reaches of the Yangtse River. The larger, longer- 
billed western race longirostris adjoins it, stretching to Knshmir 
north to the Karakorams; Afghanistan, Baluchistan. In many other 
races the species is spread practically over the entire Holarctic 
Region. 
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GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in pairs or scattered flocks, often large 
ones in the non-breeding season, to bleak stony hillsides and barren 
windswept plains dotted with scanty tufts of grass and furze 
'hedgehogs'. Runs about 011 the ground in short spurts picking up 
seeds and insects. In the breeding season the male has a feeble 
squeaky song of several disjointed strophes, of rather the volume and 
quality of a leaf warbler's song. It  is delivered from a perch, 
generally on top of a rock. A single occasional note PO, uttered 
in flight, is reminiscent of the Crested Lark's. 

NESTING : Season-May to July. Nest-a cup-like depression in 
the ground lined with grass, roots, wool, etc. under shelter of a 
tiny bush or stone; sometimes quite unprotected. Eggs-2 or 3, 
yellowish stone or yellowish freY> minutely speckled \yith brown, 
more densely at the broad en Size about 24X 16 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, ME~SUREMENTS, ETC: In fresh plumage elwesi has 
the upper parts darker and warmer-coloured than the western race lorlgirostris. 
The nape and back are n deeper pink, and the bill smaller-13-15 mm. against 
15-19. 

Specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey and Dr Biwas at Chungthang 
from a flock which suddenly appeared following heavy snowstorms at the higher 
altitudes (18-26 January 1953) measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
6 d 8 117-123 (av. 120.3) 12.5-15 22-23 78.5-87 mm. 
1 9  110 13.5 22 73 mm. 

-ill of Schafer's skins collected irl July have the wing tips too frayed for 
accurate measrlrement, while his October specimens are moulting the outer 
primaries. 

Iris brown; upper mandible hornv black, lower plumbeous, brownish at tip; 
legs, feet and soles of feet and swollen pads under each joint of toes greyish 
white, claws dark horny brown. 

Col. R. Meinertzhagen obtained 2 specimens ($) of the LONG- 
BILLED CALANDRA LARK, Melanuc07ypl1a nlaxima maxirna Could, at 
Yumthang, 11,650 ft., on 7 December (1925). They were feedin 
on some flat ground near the Lachung River. This is typically a bir 
of ill-drained bogland in the high Tibetan Plateau facies. 

f 
RECOGNITION: Size Bulbul but heavily built; with a thick bill and 

relatively short tail. Abme, greyish- and rufous-brown, the feathers 
dark-centred. Conspicuous white and ~ufous  supercilium and cheeks. 
Wing quills brown; secondaries broadly white-tipped, showing as a 
white band on trailing edge of wing. Tail brown, broadly edged 
and tipped with white. Belor~l, dull white, sometimes \\?it11 a few 
brown spots on sides of upper breast (broken collar). 
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Family I-IIRUNDINIDAE : Swallows, Martins 

THE EASTERN SWALLOW 

Hirunclo ~.ustica gutturalis Scopoli 
Hirrrr~do gtrttriralis Scopoli, 1786, Dc.1 Flor. ot Faun. Tnsul~. 2 :  90 -New 

Guinea, errore=P,~nay, Pliilippines. 

F.B.I. 3:  241 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow + . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Above, glossy steel blue with chestnut fore- 

head. Below, throat chestnut bordered by a broad blue-black breast 
band. Rest of lower plumage creamy- or pinkish-white. Typical 
deeply forked black 'swallow' tail, all but the central pair of feathers 
with a white patch clearly visible when the bird banks in flight. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AM) HABITAT: In summer (breeding) up to c.  6500 ft. 
elevation (Gangtok, Arita); in winter mostly down in the warm 
valleys and plains. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Summer: Throughout the Himalayas 
east of Kashmir, and on into NE. Asia. Winter: Eastern India; Indo- 
chinese and Indomalayan subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS : Gregarious. Keeps to the neighbourhood of 
human habitations ,and cultivation. Hawks dipterous insects on the 
wing, both high up in the air and whilst skimming over the surface 
of land or water. In Gangtok town and bazaar i t-is a familiar sight 
to see numbers of swallows shooting up and down at high speed 
close over the road surface in pursuit of midges and flies, twisting 
and dodging their way in amongst mules, loiterers and other obstacles 
with the utmost dexterity and confidence of safety. Breeding 
preliminaries commence in March when birds take possession of 
traditional sites within bazaar shops and dwellings, perching on 
brackets, wall clocks and the like, and twittering spiritedly an arm's 
length above the heads of noisily haggling customers! 

NESTING : Season-May to June/July. Nest-a deepish saucer of 
mud-pellets reinforced with grass and straw. Fixed near the ceiling 
against a rafter or under the eaves. Eggs--4 to 6, white, dotted and 
speckled with reddish- or purplish-brown, more densely at the broad 
end. Size about 19X 14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS. MEASU~EMENTS,  ETC: The majority of Sikkim 
birds appear to have the blue-black pectoral band unbroken in the middle, a 
character on which Stresemann separated this population from gutturalis with 
which it is otherwise ide:~tical in size of wing and relative length of outermost 
tail feathers. Sotnc exmnples of grittutalis also have the pcctoral b m ~ d  ~lr~broken, 
and recent reviewers have synonymisecl his ninbigrra with that race, an action 
with which I agree. 

Four adult d d coilected by Schiifer at Ganytok in June (breeding 
measure W i n d o u t e r  tail 115/01. 120/82, 190/9:3, l20/9.5 Inm. 

Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and feet I,lnck. 
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THE HIMALAYAN STRLATED SWALLOW 

Hirundo duurica izipalen~is Hodgson 
Iiirurldo nipulensis Iiodgson, 1836, lour. A ~ i u t .  Soc. Usngal 5 :  780-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 3 :  250 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Above, glossy de blue, including win 

deeply forked tail. A chesinut half-col ? ar on nape (usually &F roken and 
in the middle), and pale rufovs rump. Below, fulvous white, coarsely 
streaked with blackish. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common and widespread, breeding at 
least to elevations between 5000 and 7000 ft. (Arita, Gangtok, 
Pemionche); perhaps higher. Largely migratory in winter (to the 
peninsular Indian plains), returning again to the old nests, March/ 
April. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SKKIM : Suntrner breeding) : The Himalayas 
from Kulu to Sikkirn and SE. Tibet. T l e  \ s cies is very widely 
distributed in S. and E. Europe, N. Africa a n r h i a .  

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to those of the Eastern Swallow. In 
enormous flocks on migration and in its winter uarters. Not 
gregarious when nesting, then usually seen in pairs or 1 amily parties 
based on verandas and living roans of rest houses and residential 
bungalows. In April 1955 there was an occupied nest in the Dewan's 
office in Gangtok. The pair of owners flew in and out freely all 
day long regardless of the noise of the telephone and typewriters 
and the bustle of chattering clerks and visitors in the low-ceilinged 
little room. The building was shut up every evening after office 
hours and not opened again next morning till well after sun-up, so 
that the birds had to co-ordinate their daily chores closely with the 
working hours of the Governmellt Secretariat! 

NESTING : SeasorlcApril to July. Nest-a retort-shaped structure 
of mud-pellets with a tubular entrance, and with the bulbous egg- 
chamber lined with feathers. Stuck flat against the ceiling in the 
corner of a room or veranda; sometimes on cliff overhangs. In the 
latter situations occasionally in small colonies. E g g s 4  or 4; pure 
white, measuring about 21 x 14 mm. Often ~ W O  ,successi\~e broods 
are raised, and both sexes share all the domestic chores. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MXASUREMENTS, ETC : This Himalayan race diff erb 

from the more familiar eythropygia of peninsular India in having the striations 
on the lower plumage much broader and coarser, and not merely fine shaft- 
streaks. 

Five adult 6 9 collected by Schifer in Gangtok (June) give \j7ing 111, 112, 
114, 117, 118 (av. 114.4) 1 ~ 1 1 1 .  

Iris dark brown; hill, legs, tect aud clnn?s l)lacki>l~ brown. 
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THE KASHMIR HOUSE MARTIN 

Delichorl urbica cusl~merie~lsis (Gould) 
Chelidon cashmcrietrsis Gould, 1839, Proc. 2001. Soc. London: 536-Kashmir. 

F.B.I. 3 : 228 
LOCAL N A h E :  
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Differs from the next (Delichon nipdensis) in 

the tail being deeply forked instead of square-cut, and the under 
tail-coverts white instead of black. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A bird of higher elevations than the Nepal 
House Martin, recorded in Sikkim between 9000 and 16,000 ft. 
(Lachen, Thangu, Yumthang, Gnatong, Gyagong). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Chitral and 
Kashmir through Nepal, Bhutan and Tibet to W. China. In winter 
at lower levels and sporadically also in peninsular India. 

GENERAL HABITS AND NESTING: Similar to those of the Nepal House 
Martin. 

MEASURE~IENTS: Sikkim specimens in tllr Chicago Museum of Natural 
History measured by me have Wing 2 6 d 100-102; 2 9 9 99-101 mm. 

Eight adult d 0 ol~tnined by Schafer at Thangu have Wing 96-107 (av. 
100.2) mm. 

THE NEPAL MOUSE MARTIN 

Delichon nipalensis nipdensis Horsfield & Moore 
Delichor~ i~ipolen.sis I3orsfield & Moorc, 1654, Cat. Birds Mus. E. I. Co. 

1 : 384-Nepal. 

Nepal IIouw Martin 
About two- thirds 

F.B.I. 3:  230 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Above, including ear-coverts, wings and thc 

short square-cut tail steely black. A 11roke11 white collar on hind- 
neck. Rump conspicuously white. Beloto, chi11 ancl throat dull 
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black; under tail-coverts glistening black. Rest of lower plumage 
white, including the feathered legs and feet ('stockings'). Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident at moderate elevations. Recorded 
between c. 1000 and 6500 ft. at all seasons (Rangpo, Martam, Dikchu, 
Shamdong, Singhik, Rangeet Valley, Dentam, Hinchinpong, Chung- 
thang, Gangtok). Loose flocks hawking above forested river valleys. 

DISTRLEIUTION OUTSLDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Kumaon 
(Naini Tal) to E. Assam; Cacllar, Manipur, NE. Burma 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical swallow. Highly sociable, especially 
when nesting. Small loose parties-sometimes large gatherings of a 
hundred or more-fly about 100 to 150 ft. up, hawking tiny winged 
insects above stream valleys and the flankin ,hillsides and cultivation B terraces. Flight swift and graceful-a ew rapid wing strokes 
followed by an effortless glide with agile turning, twisting, and 
banking movements. 

NESTING: Not recorded iu Sikkirn. Seasmcl~robably as else- 
where, April to June. Nest-an inverted bowl of mud pellets, rein- 
forced with grass etc. and lined with feathers, with a narrow slit 
near the top for entrance. Stuck under a rock overhang on an 
inaccessible cliff, often from f3ty to several hundred nests close 
together in a colony. E g g d  or 5, white, measuring about 
18 X 13 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTWSTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Specime~ls collected by the 
Sikkirn Survey measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
1 d 92 7.5 11 38.5 rnm. 
1 9  92 8 11 37 mm. 
1 O? 96 7-8 11 39-41.5 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny black; lcgs and feet (showing through 'stocki~~gs') 
brownish flesh; claws pale horny brown. 

Family CAMPEPHAGIDAE : Cuckoo-Shrikes, Minivets 

THE BROWNBACKED PIED FLYCATCHER-SHRIKE 

Hemipus picatus capitalis (McClelland) 
AIuscicopa capitolis hicclelland, 1840, Proc. 2001. London: 157-(Assam). 

F.B.I. 2: 307 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow + . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A small black-and-white flycatcher-like bird. 

Male: Above, head glossy black; rest of upper plumage dark brown 
with a broad white band across rump. Tail black, tipped and edged 
with white. Win s black, with a white patch, or band (median 
coverts), at shod f er, and broadly white-edged inner secondaries. 



Belmo, chin, cheeks, and sides of neck (semi-collar) white; rest of 
lower plumage pinkish or vinaceous. 

Female: like male, but with head brown like the back. 

Rrownbnckecl Pied Flycatcher-Shiike 
About one-half 

Its characteristic posture when perched is rather hunchbacked- 
neck pulled in and tail depressed. 

On a superficial glance confusable with the Little Pied Flycatcher 
(q.v.), but the broad white supercilium of the latter is sufficiently 
diagnostic. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common at low and 
moderate altitudes, up to c. 5000 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, 
Temi, Dentcam, Rinchinpong). Affects secondary forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SLKKIM : Kumaon and eastward through 
Nepal and Bhutan to Assam; Manipur, N. Burma, N. Thailand, 
Yunnan, Cochinchina. The blackbacked nominate race occupies 
peninsular India and Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS : Entirely arboreal. More like the minivets 
and flycatchers than the true shrikes. Keeps in pairs or family 
parties, frequently amongst-the mixed hunting flocks of small insect- 
eating birds. The individuals follow one another from tree to tree, 
searching among the leaf-sprigs or making short agile aerial sallies 
after winged insects. Utters a feeble, wheezy tolzi-riri, zohi-riri etc. 
as of a cheap Christmas-cracker whistle. Entirely insectivorous. 

NEsnNC : Secson-May-June. Nest-a neat, diminutive, shallo\v 
cup of roots, lined with fine grass stalks. Draped on the outside with 
lichens and secured with cobwebs to the upper surface of a horizontal 
branch between 15 and 25 ft. up. Eggs-2 or 3, vnrinblc, white 
either blotched with chocolate with underlying spots of grey, more 
densely and forming a ring at the broad end, or lightly speckled and 
spotted with blackish brown or reddish brown overlying inky spots. 
Size about 16 X 13 mm. Both sexes share all the domestic d~ores.  
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RACULL CKARACTENSTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A specimen collected by 
the Sikkim Survey (o?) mca5urc.s Wing 05; bill 15.5; tarsus 13.5; tail 02.5 mm. 
The Fauna gives the range for d 7 Wing 60-67; tail 52-60 mln. 

Iris   el lo wish brown; bill black; legs, feet and claws blackish browl~. 

THE NEPAL WOOD SHRIKE 

Teplzrodornis virguttts peluica (Hodgsoll) 
Tenthaca pelcica Hoclgson, 1H37, lr~dirrn liecieu; 1 : 447-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2:  309 
LOCAL NAMES : Ramnun-pho or Rabilun-pho (Lepcha). 
SLZE: Myna. 
FIELD C H ~ ~ W S :  A short and square-tailed grey-brown shrike. 

Male: Above, crown and nape ashy grey changing to ashy brown on 
back, win s and tail, the last tipped blackish and rufous. A broad 3 black ban from lores through eye to ear-coverts, which are whitish. 
Rump and upper tail-coverts fluffy, whitish and ashy brown, barred 
with black and with a pure white band across. Below, chin, throat 
and breast pale ashy fawn, fading to white on centre of abdomen. 

Female: like male, but with crown same colour as back, and 
eye-band. brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Normally a bird of the low foothills. Un- 
common. Met with by the Sikkim Survey between 1000 and 5000 ft. 
during November to January (Singtam, Martam, Dentam, Rinchin- 
pong). Previously recorded only up to c. 3300 ft. in the Teesta Valley. 
Mects mixed forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam, W. Beugal, 
E. Pakistan, Orissa, N. Andhra. Also Burma, Thailand, Tunnan. 
An allied race inhabits the Western Ghats. The species extends 

'Ions. through the Indochinese and Malaysian subreb' 
G-.= HABITS: Arboreal. Keeps in small parties, often 

associated with minivets and other insectivorous birds in forest. Thc 
individuals follow one another among the trees, gracefully volplaning 
from branch to branch, searching the foliage. Also launches short, 
looping, flycatcher-like sallies after moths and other winged insects. 
Has harsh chuckling notes, and a rather ~nusical kefti-ket~..-keto-keto 

uickly repeated 4 to 6 times. These calls sound appreciably 
Iifferent from those of the Western Ghats race. 

NESTING : Mandelli's record at 3000 ft., below Darjeelill , has 
been discredited. No other record froin this neighbourhoof, and 
strangely enough very few elsewhere. 

CIIARACTrRISTICS, b l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ,  FTC: The \!'cstcr~i Chats race 
s y l l j j c o l a  differs in having the upper plun~xge [!ark bluish ash!., and concolorous 

with the crown and nape. 
Specimens of pcluica recently collecteJ in Oriss: nlcasure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
9 $ 8  120-192.5 96 21-22 86-87 mm. 
1 9  124 26.5 73.5 91.5 ~ n m .  

8 



Iris yellowish brown; bill brown, pale yellowish horny at base and gonys; 
legs and feet plumbeous; claws brown. 

THE DARK GREY CUCKOO-SHRIKE 

Coraci~za melasclzista ~r~elaschista (Hodgson) 
Volvocivora melaschistos Hodgson, 1836, Irrdiur~ Review 1 : 328-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2:  337 
LOCAL NAMF,: 

SIZE: Between Bulbul and Myna. 
FIELD CKARACTERS: Male: Overall dark bluish grey. Lores and 

feathers round eye black. Wings black. Tail black, the central 
rectrices narrowly, the lateral ones broadly tipped with white. 

Female: Similar, but paler grey and often with barred underparts 
as in the young. 

A roundish white patch under each wing, and white terminal 
margin to the tail conspicuous in flight, the latter particularly while 
the bird is alighting. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident up to c.  6000 ft. elevation (Rangpo, 
Singtam, Martam, Singhik, Dentam, Gangtok). Affects open forest. 

DISTHIBUTION OUTSIDE SIWM: The Himalayas from Murree east- 
ward through Nepal and Bhutan to Assam; E. Pakistan, N. Burma, 
NW. Yunnan. The species extends to the Indochinese subregion. 

GENERAL HABITS : Arboreal, insectivorous, and in many ways 
resembling the minivets. Unlike them, however, it normally keeps 
singly or in pairs. Often associates with drongos and minivets in 
itinerant hunting bands. Its general actions and behaviour-hopping 
and volplaning from branch to branch, upright stance when perched, 
and fluttering or hovering in front of leaf-sprigs to take insects- 
are all strongly reminiscent of the minivets. Call: of four whistling 
notes (sometimes only three) in descending scale; fairly loud but 
rather monotonous and plaintive. 

NESTING: Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. In Nepal and 
neighbouring areas seasorz April to June. Nest-a shallow cup of 

iant twigs, roots and fibres matted to ether with cobwebs, and 
raped on the outside with lichen, bits of ark, caterpillar droppings, $ YI 

etc. Fixed on the upl~er surface or in the fork of a branch, 15 to 
25 ft, up; very inconspicuous. Eggs-normally 3, pale grey-green 
or sea-green with longitudinal blotches of umber brown and secondary 
markings of inky grey. Size about 24x17 mm. Both sexes share 
the domestic chores. 

n A c I A L  CIM~ACTERISTICS,  XIEASURO~IENTS, ~ 1 . c  : A Silikin~ Survey d 
measures: Wing 122.5; bill 21; tarsus 23; tail 111 mm. 

Schiifer's Sikkim skins give Wing 4 d d 119, 121, 121, 124; 3 9 9 113, 119, 
123 inm. 

Iris orange-brown; bill black; legs, Feet ancl claws brownish black. 
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THE SCARLET MINIVET 

Pericrocotus flammeus speciosus (Latham) 
Turdus speciosus Latham, 1790, Index 0r11. 1 : :36:3--111diil. (restricted by 

Stuart Baker to Darjeclitrg). 

F.B.I. 2 :  319 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE: Between Bulbul and Myna. 
FIELD C M A m E n S :  Male: A gorgeous slim glossy black and deep 

scarlet bird. Above, head, neck and upper back lossy blue-black. 
Lower back and rum deep scarlet. Wings m$ graduated tail 
particoloured black an scarlet. Below, throat black; rest of under- 
parts bright scarlet. 

'f 
Female: Above, forehead and short su ercilium bright yellow; 

rest of upper parts yellowish grey. Tail an P wings particoloured, as 
in male, with scarlet replaced by yellow. Below, bri ht yellow. 

STATUS AM) HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common at 7 ow elevations 
and up to c. 6000 ft. (Rang o, Sin tam, Rinchinpong, Dentam, 
Dikchu, Singhik, Gangtok). Afects fo!age canopy of tall trees, as 
well as the middle storey in forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKIIIM : The Himalayas from Kulu through 
Nepal and Bhutan to eastern Assam north of the Brahmaputra. 
Assam south of this river is inhabited by the race fraterculus. 

The species ranges from India and Ceylon east to Malaysia, the 
Indochinese subregion and the Philippines. 

GENERAL HABITS : Gregarious, arboreal and insectivorous. 
Normally met with in family parties; in larger flocks in winter. Flits 
amongst the foliage hovering in front of a sprig or flower to capture 
an insect or spider. Sometimes volplanes from branch to branch. 
Call: a musical double whistle wee-twee or wi-weet with a rather 
interrogative intonation. 

NESTING : Searro,z-April to June. Nest-typical of the minivets : 
a loose, shallow c ~ p  of twigs, roots, grass, etc. densely coated with 
cobweb and draped with lichens. Attached on the upper surface of 
a horizontal branch 15 to 25 ft. or more from the €round. Eggs-2 
or 3, commollly greenish white covered with longitudinal 
blotches of grey-browl~ or reddish brown, more dellsely at the broad 
end. Size about 22x17 n~m.  

RACIAL CHARACTEHISTICS, IIE.ISUREAIE~TS, ETC : The adjoining race of Assam 

south of the Brahmaputra River, frnterclr!trs, is somewhat smaller ancl deeper- 
coloured in both sexes. 

Spechnells collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 d 105 19 19 102 nlm. 

1 9  100 19.5 19 100.Fj ~ n m .  
A good serics in the Schiifer Sikkim collection gives: \J7ing i < f 98-104 

(av. 102.3j mm.; 2 9 9 97, 9s mu!. Regarding these 11lales Sbesemann 
remarks as follows: 
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'Tail: The outer web OF the central pair OF rectrices is entirely black in 
3 specimens; black with red edges in 4. 

'Wing: In all the d d only the 2 outermost primaries are entirely black; 
the outer web of the third primary bears a red (oval) drop.' 

Iris brown; bill black; legs, feet and claws dark brown. 

THE SHORTBILLED MINIVET 

Pericrocotus brevirostris brevirostris (Vigors) 
Muscipeta brevirostris Vigors, 1830, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lot~tlorl: 43- 

I-Iimalayas=Sikkim foothills vide hlayr, 1940. 

Plate 14, fig. 2 (facing p. 145) 

THE SIKKIM LONGTAILED MINIVET 

Pericrocotus ethologus laetus Mayr 
Pericrocotus ethologtrs laetris hlayr, 1940, Ibis: 717-Jeyluk, Sikkim. 

F.B.I. 2:  324 (=afinis) 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A slim, brilliant glossy black and deep scarlet 

bird with a broad scarlet band running through the black wing, and 
a black and scarlet steeply graduated tail. 

Female: grey above, yellow below, with yellow replacing scarlet 
in wings and tail. 

The two species are superficially almost identical (sibling) and 
have been confused in the past under the name of Pericrocotus 
brevirostris afitzis. They cannot be told a art in the field with 
certainty except with much practice. (For iiagnosis see below). 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident, but with a certain amount of 
seasonal altitudinal movement. A careful analysis by Stresemann of 
Schafer's excellent material of both forms, collected in Sikkim 
practically throughout the year, suggests that they are ecologically 
differentiated, ethologus breeding in a higher zone Lachen c.  9000 ft.) 
than breuirostris (Gangtok c.  6000 ft.). I t  a \ so suggests that 
ethologus descends in winter to occupy the summer range of 
breoirostris while the latter has vacated it for lower elevations in the 
tropical zone. Between November and February the Sikkim Survey 
found breuirostris common and abundant betwcen c .  1000 and 
3000 ft. (Rangpo, Sinqtam, Martam). At the end of March it was 
back again in its breeding zone of c .  6000-7000 ft, elevation (Gangtok, 
Pemionche). Stevens records parties of 'afi~zis' at 11,000 ft. on the 
Sikkim-Nepal frontier in February, when the bare branches of the 
trees were wreathed in snow! 

Affects foliage canopy and middle storey in ope11 forest. 
DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : P. b .  breui~.ostris. The Himalayas 
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from Nepal eastward through Assam and E. Bengal to Burma and 
the Indochinese subregion. 

P.  e .  laettrs. E. Nepal to E. Assam north of Brahmaputra River; 
Khasia Hills. The species ranges overall from Afghanistan to Annam 
and NE. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Not appreciably different from those of the 
Scarlet Minivet. Seen in large flocks in winter--often with female- 
plumaged birds in preponderance-flying among the tops of the lofty 
trees on the mountain-sides, or high across a stream valley. The 
birds make a pretty sight as they flutter or hover against the leaf 
clusters in search of insects. 

NESTING: NO records exist for P. b. af i t~is  hitherto considered as 
the race occurring in Sikkim, but which in reality now proves to have 
been a jumble of breoirostris and ethologus. The nests and eggs of 
both forms are typical of the minivets. 

HACIAL CHAIIACTERL~TIC:~, XIE isunE~mNT.s, ETC : Male etlzologus can I* 
diagnosed from its 'double', alnonq other poiuts, by the central pair of rectrices 
being entirely black. The next pair is red only OII  the outrr webs excepting 
at the base and for about 10 mm. at  the tip. In d brecirostris the central 
rectric-es are narrowly margined with rcd on the outrr wells. 111 the next pair 
the red stretches not only on the outer web light up to the tip, L I J ~  also over 
much of the inner web, so that the tip is nrholly red with a black wedge-shaped 
zone from the base to\\rards t h ~  edge ending c. 25 mm. before the tip. 

In the females of the two forms the respective tail patterns are the same 
as in their males, Ilut with ycllo\v replacing the red. hloreover, in Sikkim the 
throat of female ctllologris is yellowish white, contrasting with the purer yellow 
of the lower plumage, in V hrevirostris t'hr throat is )-ello\s concolorous with 
the underparts. 

In female ethologus the forehead is narrow and dirty ~.el lou~,  sharply cut 
off from the dark grey crown. In btetirostri.~ it is broaclrr a ~ ~ d  golden >ello\\-, 
changing gradually to greenish on the forecrown and into dark grey on the 
hindcrown. 

In male, brevirostris the warlet of the nnderside, nlrnp and wi~igs is deeper 
and brighter (not so yellowish) as in et;~ologns. The latter species is, in 
addition, some~vhat larger and with a relatively longer tail on the average. 

Sch=fer's Sikkim series measure : 
P .  b. breoiroxtris 

Wing Tail Taii/\Ving Index' 
17 6 d 85-90 (av. 87.1) 90- 100 103.4-1 12.3 rnm. 
10 9 P 85-89 (av. 87.0) 90- 100 105.9-113.6 mm. 

P .  e. lnetus 
4 d 91, 91, 91, 95 104, -, 106, 104 109.6-1 16.5 mm. 
3 3 9  89, 89, 90 107, 100, - 112.3-120.2 mm. 

Iris broum; bill, legs, feet and clti\vs black. 

' Tdil x 100 
Wing 



THE YELLOWTHROATED MINIVET 

Pericrocotus solaris solaris Blyth 
Pericrocotris soloris BIyth, 1846, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Betigal 15 : 310-Darjeeling. 

Plate 14, fig. 3 (facing p. 145) 

F.B.I. 2 :  326 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Bdbtll. 
FIELD CH.WACTERS: Male: Above, crown and back dark slaty, not 

black; rump and upper tail-coverts deep scarlet crimson; wings and 
tail black and red. Below, chin greyish white; throat orange-yellow; 
rest of lower plumage bright scarlet. 

Female: Above. crown, neck and upper back ashy grey, changing 
to olive-green oil lower back and to dark yellow on upper tail-coverts. 
Wing and tail as in male, but red replaced by yellow. Beloto, chin 
grey; rest of lower plumage bright yellow. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common. Stevens records it at Dikchu, 
2300 ft., in February. The Loke-SBlim Ali Survey came across this 
minivet only between 3500 and 5000 ft. elevation (Temi, Chungthang) 
-November to April-but Schiifer collected specimens also at 
Gangtok (c. 6000 ft.) in December, February and March. Blanford 
obtained a female from a flock at c .  10,000 ft. (Lachung) in Se tember. F This seems exceptionally high for the species, though Lud ow also 
found it at that elevation in Bhutan in June. Like other minivets, 
affects open tree forest. 

D I s m B u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal eastward to Assam; East 
Pakistan, Burma. The species extends to the Indochinese subregion 
and S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: In my experience, keeps in smaller parties or 
flocks than other minivets, but otherwise not markedly different. 

NESTING : Semotz-April-May. Nest-typical of the minivets, a 
shallow cup fixed on the upper surface of a horizontal branch, well 

r1 astered on the outside with cobweb and draped with lichen, 
ooking from below like a natural excrescence. Eggs-normally 3, 

variable, pale sea-green flecked with pale reddish or brownish, 
resembling the eggs of the House Sparrow. Size about 1 9 ~  14 mm. 

l7ACIAL CkIARACTER6STICS, ME:ASUREI\,IENTS, ETC: The Sllrvey specimens 
(2 d d)  measure: Wing 84-90; bill 13.5-14; tnrsr~s 17 (1); tail 84-85 mln. 

Schafer's Sikkim skins have Wing 3 6 d 85, 86, 87; 1 9 85 mln. 
Iris brown; bill browrlish black; legs, fcet and clanrs I~lackish 1,rcjn.n. 
Males also breed in the s11?3-adult frmale plumages. 
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Family IRENIDAE: Fairy Bluebird, Cklloropses, Ioras 

THE GOLDFRONTED CHLOROPSIS 

Chloropsis aurifrons aurifrons (Temminck & Laugier) 
Pilyllornis aurifrotts Temminck & Laugicr, 1829, Planch. Color. d'Ois., livr. 

81, pl. 484, fig. 1-'Sumatra, India'=Cachar. 

F.B.I. 1 : 346 
LOCAL NAMES : Subz-harewa (Nepali); Skalem-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Blllbul. 
FIELD C I ~ A R A ~ R S :  An active leaf-green bulbul with bright golden 

forehead. bright verdigris-blue shoulder patches, and slender slightly 
c1.1rved black bill. Lores, round eye, ear-coverts and lower throat 
black; chin, cheeks and upper throat purple-blue. 

Female with the forehead aler orange-yellow and less extensive, ! and less yellow surrounding t e black lower throat. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident at fairly low elevations, 

c. 2500 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, and elsewhere in the Teesta Va ui ey). 
Affects open wooded country in evergreen and moist deciduous forest. 

DrsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Throughout the Indian Union, East 
Pakistan, Ceylon, Burma, Thailand to Annam, Sumatra. Several 
races. 

GENERAL HABITS: Entirely arboreal. Keeps in airs or small P parties to thick foliage of trees where its plumage b ends perfectly 
with the green leaves, making it difficult to spot. Eats berries. 
insects, spiders, and to a large extent the nectar of numerous species 
of wild flowers, which it helps to pollinate. The normal call notes 
are a musical drongo-like swich-chich-chich-u;ee (accent on first 
syllable, and last much prolonged). But it is an accomplished mimic 
and loves to imitate many other birds' calls in quick succession, and 
seemingly to enjoy the discomfiture of its hearers! 

NESTING: Season-Not recorded for Sikkim. Elsewhere May to 
August. Nest-a loose cup of tendrils, rootlets, etc. high u in the B fork of an outhanging branch of a forest tree, well conceale among 
foliage. Eggs-2 or 3, cream or reddish cream, speckled with claret. 
Size about 24x16 mm. 

RACIAL CIWRACTERISTICS, MEASURPMEA~S, ETc : 6 0 \ v i ~ ~ g  94-98: bill 
17-18; tarsus c. 18: tail 70-75 mm. (F.B.I.). 

Iris brown; bill black, gape and base of lower mandible horny: legs and 
fcet plumbeous. 
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THE ORANGEBELLIED CHLOROPSIS 

Cltloropsis hardwickii hardwickii Jardine & Selby 
Cliloropsis l~ardtcickii Jardine & Selby, 1830, Illnstr. Orn. 2 :  Add, pl. 1- 

Nepal. 

Plate 15, fig. 1 (facing p. 160) 

F.B.I. 1 : 349 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Bulbul. 
FIELD C H ~ A C ~ E R S  : Male: Aboue, bright leaf-green with verdigris- 

blue shoulder patches, and deep purplish blue wings and tail. 
Beloto, bright brownish orange, with breast, throat, chin, and sides 
of head deep bluish black. A bright cobalt blue moustachial streak. 

Female has breast, throat, etc. leaf-green like up er parts. 
Orange underparts paler and less extensive; wings large y brown; 
tail green, and moustachial streak a paler blue. 

P 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident in a higher zone than occupied 

by the Goldfronted species. Fairly common in forested country 
between about 2000 and 6000 ft. elevatioil (Martam, Dikchu, Gangtok, 
Penlom, Kewzing, etc.). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The appropriate altitudinal zone 
06 the Himalayas from Simla and Mussooree to E. Assam. Manipur, 
Burma, Thailand, Malaya. Several races. 

GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal. Keeps in pairs or small parties in 
the foliage canopy. On one occasion a gathering of over 50 observed 
feeding from a flush of Bassia flowers in company with sibias, spider- 
hunters, yellowbacked sunbirds and white-eyes. Inseparable from 
Lornntlius tree-parasites infesting the lofty forest trees, hopping 
about and clinging amongst the clumps in all manner of acrobatic 
positions to probe into the flower tubes. Nectar is its principal food, 
and it thus helps to pollinate numerous species of wild flowers. 
Insects and berries are also eaten. Individuals have their own feed- 
ing territories and circuits, encroachment of which by others of their 
kind is actively resented. It is a remarkably versatile songster and 
an excellent mimic. 

NESTING: Season-chiefly May-June. Nest-similar to that of 
the Goldfronted Chloropsis: a cradle of roots and fibres suspended 
near the end of an outhanging branch 20 to 30 ft. up. Eggs-also 
similar. Size about 23 >( 16 mm. 

~ACIAL CIIARACTERISTICS, ~LEIISUREX~E::TS, KTC : Specinlclls collected in  
Sikkirn measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
2 S S 94-94.5 24.5-25 19- 18.5 70-73.5 mm. - 
1 9  90 25.5 18.5 G8.Fj mm. 

S e v e ~ ~  adult sp.-cimens in the Schiifer Sikkim collection have Wings: d 6 95, 
95, 100; Q 9 92, 92, 94, 94 mln. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet bluish plumbeous; claws slaty brown. 
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THE SIKKIM FAIRY BLUEBIRD 

Ireila puella sikkirnensis Whistler & Kinnear 
1re11a puella sikkimenhis Whibtler hc Killnear, 1933, jonr. Bombay Not. 

Nist .  Soc. 38: 582-Sitkna, Darjecling. 

F.B.I. 3 :  1 (part) 
LOCAL N M t E :  
SIZE: Myna+. 
FTELD C H A R A ~ R S  : Male: Aboue, brilliant ultramarine blue. 

Below, deep velvety black. 
Female: dull blue-green, with blackish lores and round the eyes. 
STATUS AM) HABITAT: Resident (?); evidently rare. An inhabitant 

of tropical forested valleys and foothills; recorded in the Sikkim 
Himalayas up to 4000 ft. elevation. Not met with by the Sikkim 
Survey nor by other recent investigators. Ludlow does not record it 
from Bhutan, but he obtained it in the tropical Himalayan facies of 
SE. Tibet at c .  1000 ft. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The eastern Himalayas from Sikkim 
to E. Assam; Burma, Thailand, Indochina. The typical race occurs 
in the heavy rainfall areas of SW. India. The species extends to 
Malaya and Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps to the tree-tops in pairs or small parties. 
Food: fruits, berries and flower nectar. Flight: swift, direct and 
thrush-like. Call: a rich, mellow, percussive peepit or chichichichik 
uttered every few seconds, the latter in flight. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest-n fragile saucer of roots, 
twigs, moss, etc. 5 to 20 feet up in a bush or sapling in dense moist 
forest. Eggs-2, olive-grey or greenish white, irregularly blotched 
with brown, more densely at the broad end. Size about 28x20 mm. 

RACIAL CHARAC~ERISTICS, bIEASURE31ErnS, ETC:   his l l~ r thc r~ l  ram 
sikkimensis differs from the SLIT. Indian ptielln on11 in having a longer \l'ing: 
133-144 mm. against 123-131 mnl. 

Iris claret colour or scarlet; bill brownish black (9) or black (6'; legs, feet 
and claws black. 
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THE BLACKCRESTED YELLOW BULBUL 

Pyc~lonot~rs nlela~licterrr~s flavioe~ltri~~ (Tickell) 
\'nr~ga flacicet~tris Tickell, 1833 (hov.), Jorrr. /\sicit. Soc. Uer~gill 2 :  573- 

Dhull,hfirn. 

F.B.I. 1:  397 
LOCAL NAME : Mandiph-hur (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Head, erect crest, face and throat glossy black. 

Rest of upper parts olive; tail largely brown. Underparts bright oil 
yellow, darker on breast. Pale yellow eyes conspicuous at short 
range. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common, and locally abundant, at 
low elevations and up to 5000 ft. (Kewzing). Affects dense secondary 
jungle. Also scrub and bush country about terraced cultivation and 
villages. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKI~I : The lower Himalayas, eastward 
from about Mussooree. Nepal, Bhutan, Assam south of the 
Brahmaputra, central India, Orissa; Burma, Thailand, Malaya, Borneo, 
Yunnan, Indochina. A smaller race (minor) in Ceylon. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to the bulbuls described further. Its 
voice, notes, and superficial appearance are very reminiscent of the 
Rubythroated Bulbul (P. gularis) of SW. India. Some of the calls 
also resemble those of the Black Bulbul. Keeps in pairs or small 
parties. Mainly frugivorous, but also eats insects. 

NESTING : Season-principally May-June. Nest-a cu of coarse f grass and twigs, similar to that of the Redvented Bulbu but some- 
what smaller. Placed 2 to 6 or 8 ft. up in a raspberry bush or sapling. 
Eggs--3 or 4, pinkish white, densely covered with numerous freckles 
of pinky red, or specks of deep red. Size about 23X 17 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, P,~EASUREMENTS, ETC: A Sikkim Survey specinlen 
(9) measures: Wing 89, bill 15.5, tarsus 17, tail 82 mm. 

Iris yellowish white; bill black; legs, feet and claws horny l>ro\vn. 

THE WHITECHEEKED BULBUL 

Pycnonotrrs lerrcogerlys leircoger~ys (Gray) 
Brnchypzrs letrcoger?!ls Grav. 1835, irt Marclwicke's Illustr. Zool. 2, pl. 35, 

fig. S-Darjecling. 

F.B.I. 1 : 389 
LOCAL NAMES : hdanglio-kur or Mankliph-kur (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulbill. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A sprightly earth-brown bulbul, with a jaunty 

forwardly curving pointed crest, glistening white cheek patches, black 
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chin and throat, and bright sulphrrr yellow under base of tail 
(coverts). Sexes alike. 

STATUS ,om HABITAT: Common and locnlly ahrrndant up to alti- 
tudes of c. 6000 ft. in the Teesta and Great Rarlgeet valleys (Rallgpo, 
Singtam, Martam, Temi, Denti~m, Hinchinpong, Gangtok, etc.). In 
northern Sikkim beyond Gilngtok, only ~loted at C h ~ ~ n g t h a ~ ~ g .  Meets 
open scrub-and-bush country about homesteads and terraced cultiva- 
tion. 

DrSTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Throughout the lower Himalays 
west to east. The crestless race leucotis occllrs in north-western 
and central India. 

C ~ A L  HABITS: Similar to those of the Redvented Bulbul. Goes 
about in pairs or small parties. In  winter, large asselnblages collect 
where food is plentiful, consorti~lg on fruit-laden trees and bushes 
with many frugivorous species. Along wvith other br~lbuls it will 
also take insects (winged termites etc.) on the ground, or on 
the wing by springing vertically up into the air from its perch. Has 
a number of cheery tinkling notes, some of which may be easily 
confused in the distance with those of the European or Bluecheeked 
Bee-eaters. 

NESTING : Seasoiz-overall April to July. h'est-the typical hulbul 
structure: a shallow, flimsy cup of fine plant stems and grass blades, 
lined with finer grass. Placed in a low bush or small tree. Eggs- 
normally 3, like those of the Redvented Bulhul, pinkish white, 
profusely blotched with purplish brown or claret. Size about 
22X 16 mm. 

RACIAL C I u n A c T E n I s T l c s ,  ~ I E A S U H E X . I E ~ S ,  IZTC: A Survey specimen Id 1 

measures: Wing 94.5, bill 19.5, tarsus 22, tail 85. Ten Sikkir~i skins in the 
Schafer collection give \ Y i l ~ g  84 ( v  1 to 9.3 (,<) n~m..-av. 87.5. 

Iris brown; bill bro\vnish black: lr-gs, feet and c1au.s blackish I~roivn. 

THE REDVENTED BULBUL 

Pycno~lottts cajer bei~gale~~sis Blyth 
Pyo~ot~ottrs bcngcller~sis Blyth. 1845, ]our. .4.riat. Soc. B ~ r ~ g a l  14: 566- 

Bengal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 387 
LOCAL NAMES : Paklom (Bhutia); Mancleph-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Myna- (8 inches). 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  A perky smoke-brown bird with partially 

crested black head, whitish scale-like markings on breast and back, 
a conspicuous crimson patch below root of tiul, and a white rump; 
the last particularly conspicuous in flight. Tail brown, all the feathers 
tipped with white. Sexes alike. 

sTA.nrs AM> HABITAT: Found at all elevations up to about 6000 ft. 
(Gangtok-scarce). Very common in southern and western Sikkim 
(Rangpo, Singtam, hlartam, Dentam (3500 ft., Great Rangeet Valley) 
and Rinchinpong, c. 5000 ft.). Not observed northward of Dikchu. 
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Affects open seconclary bush and scrub country about homesteads and 
terraced cultiv. '1 t '  1011. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKICIM : Nepal, Bhutan. Other races over 
practically all India, Burma, Thailand to Indochina and Java. 

cmm.~.  HABITS: A tame and familiar species. Sometimes 
congregates in large loose gatherings where food is plentiful, but 
not in regular flocks like the Black Br~lbul. Eats berries, wild figs, 
flower nectar and insects. Has a variety of pleasant, joyous calls, 
but no song as such. 

NESTING : Seasorl-chiefly April to June. Nest-a cup of rootlets 
and moss etc., sometimes plastered on the outside with a little 
cobweb. Placed in a bush or small tree, 3 to 30 ft. from the round, 7 usually fairly low. Eggs-3 or 4, pinkish white, profusely b otched 
with purplish brown or claret; variable. Size about 23 X 17 mm. - - 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, A I E A S U A E M E N ~ S ,  ETC: Sikkim birds arc very black 
on the hcad, neck, upper )lack and breabt, with sharply contrasting brown ear- 
coverts. 

Specimens measure : 
Wing Dill Tarsus Tail 

2. dc? 105-106 20-21 24-25 102 mm. 
1 9  100 21 25 96 mm. 

For Schiifer's birds, Strese~nnnn gives IVing 10 d d 98-106 (nv. 10.3.2), 
3 9 Q 93, 96, 96 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs, feet and c la \~s  blackish brown. 

THE STRIATED GREEN BULBUL 

Pyo~onotus striatus strialus (Blyth) 
Trichophorus striattrs Blyth, 1842, lour. Asirrt. Soc. Bengal 11 : 184-no 

locality = Nepal. 

Plate 15, fig. 5 (facing p. 160) 

F.B.I. 1 : 379 
LOCAL NAMES : Senim-plek-pho (Lepcha); Chichiam (Bhutia). 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Crested. Above, olive-green with fine white 

streaks; darker (brownish) on crown and crest. Tail and wings 
largely brown and olive, the former yellowish on underside and 
tipped whitish on outer rectrices. Below, yellow, sti pled on throat, 
heavily streaked on breast with greyish or sooty g r o w ,  and on 
abdomen with olive-brown. Lores, chin, and under tail-coverts un- 
marked bright yellow. A fine yellow rim round eye. Sexes alike. 

In life, the f~ill  upstanding crest looks greyish brown and the 
breast black. The rest of the yellow underparts-boldly brown- 
streaked-are relniniscent of an immature Golden Oriole. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common, but locally distributed, at 
moderate elevations c. 3500 to 6000 ft.; occasionally higher (Temi, 
Chungthang, Gangtok). Affects heavy secondary evergreen jungle. 
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DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south of the Brahmaputra; Manipur, Burma, Thailand, Yunnan, 
Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Usually seen in flocks of 6 to 15 birds which 
fly from tree to tree in 'follow-my-leader' style. Has pleasant calls 
and song of the characteristic bulbul pattern, but easily distinguish- 
able from those of the Redvented and other familiar species. Food: 
chiefly berries; also insects. 

NESTING: Season-May-June. Nest-a fairly compact cup of 
twigs, fern-roots, weed stems, etc., lined with fine shreds of grass. 
Placed rather low down in a thick bush or bamboo clump. Eggs- 
2 or 3, variable, but in a general way very similar to those of the 
Redvented Bulbul-pale cream, blotched with reddish brown or 
purplish brown. Size about 22x 17 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, AIEASURIIMENTS, E.I.C: The Fauna gives the 
measurements as: d 9 Wing 102-112, I~ill 15-16, tarsus c. 20, tail 96-108 mm. 
Stresemann measures Wing of 5 S~h i fer  skins (sex ?) 109, 106, 108, 109, 
112 mm., and remarks that Sikkim birds are somcu,hat larger than those from 
Burma and Yunnau. 

Iris reddish brown; bill black; legs and feet plumbeous brown. 

THE WHITETHROATED BULBUL 

Criniger flaveolus flat;eolus (Gould) 
Trichophorus j?ot;eoltrs Gould, 1836, Proc. 2001. Soc. London: 6- 

IIimalayas, Cachar. 

Plate 15, fig. 4 (facing p. 160) 

F.B.I. 1:  363 
LOCAL NAME : Kussap-eechiop-pho (Lepcha). 
SLZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARAC~RS : A large, crested bulbul. Perches with the 

tail well fanned out. Above, rufescent olive-yellow, with rufous- 
brown wings and tail. Lores and sides of head grey, with a whitish 
supercilium. Below, bright yellow with white chin and throat. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS APTT HABITAT: A low-elevation bulbul, normally up to 
c. 2000 ft. (Dikchu, Singtam. hlartam and elsewhere in the Teesta 
Valley) though Mandelli even found it nesting at 4000 ft. in Sikkim. 
AfFects well-wooded secondi~r!l elvergreen jungle. 

DrsTRIsUnoN OWSIDE s1~ l i1h .1 :  Nepal. Bhutan, Assam hills N. and 
S. of the Brahmaputra; hlaiiipur. The species estends through 
Burma, Malaysia, Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: A noisy, sociable bulbul, usually seen in parties 
of 5 or G or larger flocks in the non-breeding season, chasing one 
anither or 'flowing' from one patch of jungle to the next. Feeds 
on variolls berries and \vild figs, but also 011 insects which it will 
sometimes take on the wing. The loud. harsh chattering notes, kek- 
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kek etc., are somewhat between the calls of a Jungle Babbler (Turdoides 
son~eruillei) and the cries of a frog caught by a snake. I t  also has a 
loud, sweet note. 

NESTING : Season-principally May-June. Nest-a deep, heavily- 
built hemispherical cup of bamboo leaves, grass and weed stems, 
lined with fern- and bracken-roots. Placed in thick tangles of cane 
and bushes; occasionally up in small trees. Eggs-3 or 4, beautiful 
glossy deep salnion with profuse irregular lines, speckles and 
blotches of blood red or maroon, sometimes more dense at the larger 
end. Size about 27 >< 19 mm. 

nAcIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASURE MEN.^^, ETC: The long pointed crest. 
strong bill, rufous tail, and the presence of numerous long hairs springing from 
the nape are diagnostic of this bulbul. 

A specimen collected by Schiifer in Sikkim ( d )  has Wing 104 mm. 
Examples of this race recently procured by Dr Ripley and myself in the Lohit 
Valley (NE. Assam) ~neasure : 

Wing Bill Tnrsus Tail 
4 d d  101-106 20-25.5 1 c. 23 c.  90 mm. 
2 9 3  100-101 21-23 

J 

Therefore, Wing as given in F.B.I. '88-96 mm.' certainly seeins errolieous. 
Iris brown; bill bluish pluml~eous; legs and feet greyish brown. 

THE RUFOUSBELLIED BULBUL 

Hypsipetes t;irescens nzcclellandi Horsfield 
Mypsipetes mcclellar~di Horstield, bIarch 1840 11839), Proc. Zool. Soc. 

Lorlclor~: 159-ass an^. 

Plate 15, fig. 3 (facing p. 160) 

F.B.I. 1 : 377 
LOCAL NAMES : Chinclliok-pho, Chichiam (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Myna+. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A stout, slightly crested bulbul. Above, olive- 

green including tail. Crown and crest dark rufous-brown with fine 
whitish streaks. Wings olive-green and brown. Below, chestnut; 
darker and streaked with white on breast, paler on abdomen. 
Throat dark grey, heavily streaked with white, the feathers pointed 
ancl tousled. Under tail-coverts yellowish, tinged with rufous. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common at moderate elevations, c. 3 0  to 
6000 ft. (Rinchinpong, Teesta Valley, Gangtok). Affects well-wooded 
secondary jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKILI: The Himalayas from about Naini 
Tal eastwards-Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north and south of the 
Brahmaputra; Manipur, Arakan, Chin Hills. The species extends to 
Burma, Thailand, Malaya, Yunnan, Indochina. 

GENERAL I-IABITS: Less sociable than the Black or Browneared 
Bulbuls. Usually in pairs or small parties in tall trees or fruiting 
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bushes. Food: mainly berries. Calls: pleasant and varied; also a full 
sweet song of three bars, constantly repeated in the breeding season. 
While singing, erects crest and puffs out lanceolate throat feathers. 

NESTING : Season+hiefly May and June. Ne.5-t-rather like an 
oriole's, of coarse grasses, bamboo leaves and soft fibres. Suspended 
in the fork of a small branch 20 feet or more up. Eggs-2 or 3, 
very like those of the Black Bulbul; variable. Size a b o ~ ~ t  2 6 ; ~  18 mm. 

RACIAL CHAHACTERISTICS, ~ ~ E A S U R E ~ ~ N T S ,  ETC : A spec i~ne~i  ( (4 ) collected 
in Sikkim has Wing 100.5, bill 25, tarsus 17, tail 93 mm. Stresernao~l measurcs 
the  wings of 5 Schiifer skins (sex ?) as 108, 109, 111, 111, 111 lnm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible horny brown, lower brownish flesh colour; legs, 
feet and claws brownish flesh colour. 

THE BROWNEARED BULBUL 

Hypsipetes fEavalus flauulus (Blyth) 
Hemixos fhvalu Blyth, 1645, lour. Asiut. Soc. Bengal 14: 527-sub- 

Ilimalnyan Ranges. 

F.B.I. 1 : 374 
LOCAL NAME : Nalli-pindi (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTWS: Above, dark ashy with short tuft-like crest. 

Wings and tail brownish, the former with a large prominent olive- 
yellow patch. Cheeks black; ear-coverts bronze-grey with a silky 
sheen. Below, pale grey, with white throat and abdomen. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Common in the foothills and u 
to c. 4000 ft. elevation (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, and elsewhere! 
Keeps to climax as well as secondary forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKI~Z:  The Himalayas from about 
Mussooree to the NE. Frontier; Assam; Manipur. The species is 
found in Burma, Yunnan, Malaysia, Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal and sociable. A forest bulbul, found 
also in secondary scrub-and-bush growth at the edge of or in over- 
grown clearings. Keeps in noisy flocks in winter, which break up 
into small parties or pairs in the ilestin season. Has a pleasant 
jerky song, and a flute-like note. Food: % erries, flower nectar, and 
insects. A bird will sometimes flutter against a sprig to pluck a 
berry, or launch a short aerial sally after a win ed insect disturbed % amongst the foliage. In its general actions and ehaviour. and also 
partly in its voice and calls, close relationship with the Black Bulbul 
is clearly evident. 

NESTING : Se(~soi~-hIay and June. Nest-a deepish cup of grass, 
dead leaves and fine twigs etc. in a small tree or bush-sometimes 
slung like an oriole's nest-usually under 8 ft. up. Eggs-2 or 3. 
variable. The commonest type is pale creniii colour, speckled all 
over with bright light brick-red. Size about 2-5x18 mm. 
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RACL~L CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Sikkim Survey speci- 
mens measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
1 d 99 19.5 18.5 87 mm. 
1 9. 08 19.5 18 88 mm. 

Iris brownish crimson; bill black; legs, feet and claws horny brown. 

THE HIMALAYAN BLACK BULBUL 

Htjpsipctes maclagascarie~~sis psaroides Vigors 
I-lypsipetes psaroi'dcs Vigors, 1531, PI.oL'. 2001. SOC. L O I I ~ O I I :  43- 

Iiimnlayas (= Siinla). 

F.B.I. 1 : 369 
LOCAL NAME : Phaki-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Myna+. Slimmer. 
n E L D  C H A R A ~ S :  A dark grey bulbul with black crest, slightly 

but distinctly forked tail, and bright red bill, legs and feet. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Common between 4000 and 

10,000 ft, elevation (Temi, Kewzing, Rinchinpong, Pemionche, 
Gangtok, Singhik, Chungthang, Lachen, etc.). Occasionally lower. 
Partial to tall forest, especially oak and rhododendron. 

D I S ~ B U T I O N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Throughout the Himalayas from 
Chitral and Kashmir to Nepal, Bhutan, S.E. Tibet. Other races occur 
in the Assam hills, and E. and W. Ghats. The species ranges to 
Burma and Thailand. 

G ~ E R A L  HABITS: Arboreal, gregarious, and very noisy. Flocks of 
6 to 10 birds-up to a hundred or more in autumn and winter-keep 
to the lofty tree-tops and fly noisily up or down the hillsides or 
across the stream valleys. Foocl: berries, flower nectar and insects. 
Agile twisting sallies are sometimes launched in the air to capture 
winged prey. Rhododendron and Erythrina blossoms are un- 
failingly visited for the nectar, and the birds display much aggressive- 
ness towards Blackheaded Sibias and Haircrested Drongos visiting 
the trees in the same quest. Has a large variety of loud squeaky 
notes. One of the commoner ones-a long-drawn z~~lzeenh-has been 
aptly likened to the musical creaking of a gate hinge! 

NESTING: Seasolz-chiefly May and Junc. Nest-a neat but 
flimsy-bottomed c i ~ p  of dead leaves, grass, and woody stalks, 
plastered on the outside with cobwebs and lined with finer fibres. 
Placed 25 to 40 ft. 11p in a high tree. E g g s 4  or 4, very variable 
in colour and markings. Perhaps the commonest type is white or 
whitish, sparsely to very densely speckled with fine reddish brown 
or purplish Srown. Size about 26 >< 19 mm. 

RACIAL CHAnACTERISTICS, hIEASUREhlENTS, ETC: Difl'c,rs from the S. Indi~m 
race ganeesa in being a paler grey overall, runcl in the presence of n black streak 
behind and under the ear-coverts. Thc Sikki~n Survcy spc.cilncns nlcnsure: 
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Wing Bill Tmus Tail 
1 d 126 27.5 18.5 114 mm. 
1 9  118 28 20 108 mm. 

A large series from Sikki~n in the Schafer collection gives Wing 16 d d 
120-130 mm. (av. 124.7); 2 Q Q 11.5, 116 mm. 

Iris reddish brown; bill, legs and feet scarlet-red; claws horny brown. 

Family MUSCICAPIDAE : 

Subfamily MUSCICAPINAE : Flycatchers 

THE NEPAL SOOTY FLYCATCHER 

Mllscicapa sibirica cucabata Penard 
Muscicapa sibirica cucabata Penard, 1919, Proc. New Enghnd Zool. Club 

7 :  21 (New name for tiernichelidon fuliginoso Hodgson, preoccupied)-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2 :  204 
LOCAL NAME : Dang-chim-pa-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Abme, sooty brown, feathers of head with 

faint dark centres. A whitish ring round eye. Beloto, centre of 
chin, a patch on lower throat, abdomen, and vent white. Rest of 
underparts smoky brown, marked with white on breast and flanks. 
Tips of closed wings reaching almost to end of tail. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common. According to Stevens breeds 
at and above elevations of 6000 or 7000 ft. Descends lower in 
winter, rarely straggling to 2000 ft. or even less. The Chica o f: Museum has two specimens collected at Chungthang, c. 5500 t., 
in May (1931). Schafer obtained it at Thangu, 13,000 ft., on 1 July, 
and at c. 9000 ft. (Lachen) on 27 August. Blanford recorded it at 
9000 ft. in the Lachung Valley in September. Affects glades in 
tall forest. 

D I s m I s u n o N  OUTSIDE SKKIAI : Nepal, Bhutan to eastern .4ssam, 
Burma, Thailand, Malaya. The adjoining race gulnwrgi stretches 
westward from Garhwal through Kashmir to Afghanistan. The 
species ranges through E. Siberia, Manchuria, Kamschatka, Japan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Entirely arboreal. Usually solitary; occasionally 
3 or 4 individuals huntin in loose association in the same forest i glade. Perches bolt uprig t, wings slightly drooping, on the tip of 
a tall conifer, preferably a dead trunk, or at the end of an outhang- 
ing branch lower down, or on the upturned roots of a fallen tree. 
From here it launches agile sorties to capture midges and other tiny 
winged insects in the air, gliding back to the same perch or to a 
nearby one. It  is a silent bird, except for a feeble little twitter 
uttered in the breeding season. 

NESTING : Season-May-June. Nest-a shallow cup of moss and 
9 



lichens 1)ound wit11 cobwebs, and lined wit11 11;1ir rtc. 
placed on a horizontal spruce or fir branch 30 or 40 ft. r~p .  Eggs- 3 or -1, pale olive-grey or olive-stone colour, sparsely freckled wit], 
pale reddish, sometimes more densely at t l ~ e  I~roatl e~ltl. Size 
i1l)out 17 X 12 mm. 

RAC:I.+L: CHARACTERISTI.(:S, hlEAS'JnEhIl?KI'S, 1:TC : T ~ I C  ;~d]~i l l i l lg  \\'cs~ I1illl;l- 
layan race, grilnlergi, is palcr arid Inore grey both :~bove and l)elo\v. 

The Fauna gives for d" T Wing 70-75: bill 8-9; tarsns c. 13; tail 50-55 mln. 
Scliiifer's Sikki~l~ s p ~ c i n i t ~ i s  I~nve \Ying 2 d d  75, 75; 1 9 69 (~noult i t l~) .  
Iris I)ro\vn; bill: upper niallrlible dark I~rown, lower yellowish; legs iwd 

feet bro\vni.;h I)l;~ck or Idack. 

THE FERRUGIKOUS FLYCATCHER 

Rlrrscicapa ferruginea (Hodgson) 
Hemicltelitlo~l ft.rrtizilrsti IHoclgson, 1545, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lorldorl: 32. ex 

Zool. Miscell., 1844, p. 84, nom. nzid.-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2 : 206 
LOCAL N A M E  : Dang-cllinl-11a-pllo (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Differs from the Sooty Flycatcher in the 

general tone of the plumage being ferruginous. Aboue, forehead, 
crown and nape brownish slate. A whitish ring round eye. Rump 
and upper tail-coverts chestnut. Tail reddish brown with darker 
tip" Secondary wing quills broadly edged chestnut. Below, a 
patch of white on throat and foreneck. Breast rufous, with brown 
centres to the feathers. Rest of underparts chestnut except centre of 
abdoinen and vent, which are white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommo~r. Inglis obtained it at Rinchin- 
pang, c. 6000 ft., (season?) and Schiifer a t  Gangtok, c. 6300 ft., in 
June. The Suivey failed to meet with it in Sikkiin betweell November 
and April, though Meine~tzhagen collected a pair a t  Dentam, 
c. 4500 ft., in the Great Rangeet Valley on 9 Januaiy (1926). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Sitrniner, Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan 
to eastern Assam; hlanipur, N. Burma, Thailand to IV. China. TVillter, 
B u ~ ~ n a ,  Malaya, Indonesia, Hainan, Formosa. 

CENEHAL HABITS: Similar to the Sooty Flycatcher, but less restless 
and also somewhat crepuscular. 

NESTING: Osn~asto~l  found it common and breeding about 
Darjeeling in June and July. Mest-a cup of green moss and lichen, 
lined wit11 root-hairs etc. Placed 011 a dead tree-trunk in a natural 
swelling, on a snag where a Iiuge branclt has broken off, and in 
similar situations. Eggs-2 or 3, very like those of the Sooty species. 
Size about 18 X 14 mn1. 
: RACIAL CHARAC:TERISTIC:S, ~ I E A S U ~ E X I E N T S ,  E X :  The Fi111na gives the 
~'l~cnsure~nenls d 9 as \\Jil~g 68-75: ];ill 8 9; t:u.s~ts 1.7- 13; t;ul 1:3-50 Inln. 

;ldlllt 8 in Schiifcr's Sikkinl rollcc~ion 11:l.s IVillg i ' h m n .  



Iris brown; I ~ i l l  I~lack, rornnlissl~~.e i u ~ d  Ijasc ol lowel. ll~andil,lc yellowisll; 
legs and feet Heshy browlr. 

THE ORANGEGORGETTED FLYCATCHER 

Muscicnpa strophiata s-trghiatu (Hodgson) 
Siphia stroplriata tiodg\oll, 1837, Iud. R e o i ~ t o  1 : 851-Nepal. 

Plate 16, fig. 1 (facing 11. 161) 

F.B.I. 2 :  208 
LOCAL NAMES : Siphia (Nepali); Phatt-tagrak-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Aborje, forehead narrowly black with a 

conspicuous white band above this stretching backward to c es. 
U per parts olive-brown. Tail black with white bases. Be ou:, S 7 
si es of face deep slaty, changing to black on chin and throat; breast 
and flanks slaty grey. An oval spot on u per breast bright orange- 
chestnut-sometimes very indistinct. Ab 8 omen white. 

Female, similar but without the black and with very little white 
on forehead. Orange throat-patch smaller. Black parts of chin, 
throat, etc. replaced by ashy. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common at all elevations between 1000 
and 12,000 ft., with a lower ceiling in winter of c .  6000-7000 ft. 
(Rangpo, Martain, Pakyong, Kewzing, Rinchinpo~lg, Gangtok, 
Pemionche, Manshitan , Lachen, Yumthang). ARects glades in shady d forest, 'jhoomed' hillsi es, edge of mule paths through jungle, etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSLDE SKKIM : Throughout the Himalayas from 
Kashrnir (?) to E. Assam. N. Burma, Thailand to W. China. In  winter 
at lower elevations than in summer. 

GENERAL HABTTS: Usually seen singly, perched upright on a bare 
twig of a bush, a fallen log or a stump on the edge or in the middle 
of a forest clearing. From here it launclles short aerial sallies after 
midges and other tiny win ed insects, returning to its base after 
each capture. Sometiines fescends to the ground to pick up a 
crawling insect. From time to time jerks open and cocks tail, dis- 
playing the white atch at its base, and utters the characteristic 
tick or tick-tick. d o  has a short, spirited, typically flycatcher song 
in the breeding season. 

NESTING: Seuson-April to June. Nest-a loose cup of moss, fern 
stems, etc. lined with fern roots, papery bark and feathers. Placed 
in a hole or rift in a tree-trunk fairly low down. E g g s 4 ,  white, 
slightly glossy. Size about 18 x 13 inm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERIST~CS, M E A S U R E X I I ? ~ ~ ~ ,  ETC: Tail fentl~ers l~o i~~trc l  a.; 
in Eritltacus l ~ ~ p e r y t h r u s .  The Srilvev specimens (:3 6 c?)  rneusr~rr: Wing 
75-76; bill 12-13; tars~ls 10.Fj-SO: t;lil 56-59 mnl. 

A series of l,5 ad!~lts collected by Schafer in Sikkim give \\ring 70 (7 ). 
78 (8) mm. 

Iris I~rotw1; I,ill I,lack: legs, feet and c.ln\\.s horny I>ro\\.l~. 



THE SIKKIhl WHITEGORGETTED FLYCATCHER 

Aluscicapa inonileger nloriilcger (Hodgson) 
Ditnorphn n~or~ilegcr Ilodgson, 1845, Proc. Zoo/. Soc. London: 26-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2 : 244 (=Antlaipes irr. nloniliger) 
LOCAL NAME : Phatt-tagrak-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : S ~ ~ T T O W  - . 
FELD CHARACTERS: Abooe, iiicluding crown and sides of head 

olive-brown changing to fen-uginous on upper tail-coverts and tail. 
Wing feathers brown edged with rufous. Short, broad, blight 
fulvous supercilia almost meeting on forehead. Lores, ear-coverts 
and under the eye grey-brown. Below, chin and throat white 
sui~ounded with black. Rest of lower plumage fulvous olive, whitish 
on abdomen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Rare. Presumably resident and breeding 
(also wintering) up to c. 6000 ft. elevation. Meinertzhagen procured 
specimens on 13 January (1926) at Rinchinpong, c. 5000 ft., and 
Schiifer at Gangtok, c. 6300 ft., on 12 June as well as 15 December 
(1938). Affects bush jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSLDE SIKKIM : E. Nepal; Bhutan to Assam hills 
north and south of Brahmaputra River. Replaced by allied races 
in Assain, Manipur, Burma, Thailand, Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very little recorded. Keeps singly to bush 
jungle close to the round where it draws attention to itself by its 
chattering notes. 0 f ten hops about on the ground like a shortwing. 
Stevens refers to one (d?-24 May) 'giving foith to the best of its 
vocal efforts with a rapid quivering of the wings, from its stance 
amongst brushwood in the close forest'. No description of the 
song is available. 

NESTING: Mandelli, in the 1870's, sent supposed nests of this 
flycatcher taken at Lebong, 5800 ft., to Hume, but Stuart Baker 
doubts their authenticity. Nothing further as regards its nesting is 
known since. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREh.LENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives for d 9 
\Yi~lg 60-65; bill c. 10; tarsus C. 23; tail 45-50 mm. 

Schiifer's Sikkim skins have Wing 1 'd' 60; 1 9 62 mm. 
Iris brown; bill dark horny brown, paler at base (all I,lack in breeding 

season); legs and feet flesliy u.hite. 



THE RUFOUSBREASTED BLUE FLYCATCIFER 

LIluscicupu hyperytl~ra lryperytl~ra Blyth 
Muscicapa llyperyllrra Blyth, 1642, lotrr. Asial. Soc. Berlgal 11 : 885-Indiir. 

Dimorpho srcperciliaris Blytli, 1842-Nepal, Darjecling; not A{. 
superciliaris Jerdon 1840. 

F.B.I. 2 :  217 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Mule: Abotie, slaty blue \vitll bliick forehead 

and nzrrow white supercilium. Tail brown suKused with blue, and 
with the base largely white. Below, orange-chestnut, paler on 
abdomen and under tail-coverts. Chin a ~ l d  cheeks black. 

Female: Abme, olive-brown; fulvous-tinged on rump. Below, 
ochraceous; darkest on breast and ilanks, palest on chin and 
abdomen. 

The male can be told from hmlg.s.onii (p. 134) by its smaller size, 
and the more prominent white supercilium. Fen~nle smaller than 
female hodgsoi~ii hut othenvise undistinguishable in the field with 
certainty. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommon between November and April. 
The Survey met with it only at Chungthang, c. 5500 ft., in February. 
According to Stevens 'a summer migrant to elevations probably not 
exceedin 7000 ft. on the Outer Ranges' (Sikkim Himalayas) though 
in neigh !% ouring Bhutan Ludlow obtained most of his specimens, 
July-October, between 9500 and 8000 ft. Col. hleinertzhagen pro- 
cured a $ at Singhik, 4500 ft., on 30.x.1925 and Dr Schifer a !? 
at Gangtok, c. 6300 ft., on 12.\.i.1938. Affects dense forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: G a r h ~ ~ ~ l ,  Nepal, Blll~tan, SE. Tibet, 
Assam hills. The species extends through Burma and Thailand to 
Malaya and Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABrrs:  Typical flycatcher. Silent. Usually hunts 
from low perches in the forest understorey, and often descends to 
the ground like a chat to capture insects. 

NESTING : U~lrecorded in Sikkim. Elsewhere, s e a s o r ~ ~ p r i l  and 
May. Nest-a tiny cup of moss, lined urith fine moss-roots etc. 
Placed in a hole in a steep inossy bank. Eggs-4, variable, pale 
yellowish grey or stone colour to pinkish red, faintly stippled or 
with well-defined blotches and mottlings of reddish bro\tm. Size 
about 1 8 x 1 4  mm. Evidently both sexes incubate. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, hlEASL'FiEhIEhTS, ETC: The Fnuna gives f01' 9 
Wing 55-63; bill c. 9; tarsus c. 19; tail 38-10 mni. Schifer's Sikkini Q has 
Wing 58 mm. 

'Iris dark hrown; bill black; legs and feet silvery Lvhite to pule ilc.;liy brown 
or fleshy pink, the cla~vs a little darker and I~ro~vnrr.' In the 9 the base of 
thc I ~ i l l  is sometimes paler and horn colorired. 



THE REDBREASTED BLUE, or SLATYBACKED, 
FLYCATCHER 

itltcsdcapa h.orlgsonii (Verreaux) 
Sipliia hodgsoriii Verl.e;iur;, 1871, hTouv. Arclr. Jlr~s. Bull. 6 :  S P C h i n e s e .  

'Tilxt = Chwanben. 

F.B.I. 2 :  216 
LOCAL NAME : Paon-pali (Tibetan). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Above, slaty blue with the upper tail- 

cove~ts almost black. Tail black, nai-rowly edged outside with blue, 
with the bases largely white. Lores and cheeks velvety black. Belorc., 
chin, throat, breast, and flanks orange-chestnut paling to nlsty olive 
on vent and under tail-coverts. 

Female: Aboce, olive-brown with the upper tail-coverts tinged 
fulvous. Lores and a ring round eye whitish. Beloro, ashy brown 
fading to  whitish on abdomen and vent. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Apparently rare. The only four records 1 
can trace for Sikkim territory proper are Stevens's specimen (a*) 
from hlangan, c. 4300 ft. near Ringim Gompa, 21.iii.1916; a d 
collected by Col. Meinertzhagen, Dentam, c.  4500 ft. (in the Great 
Rangeet Valley), 9.i.1926; and my own sight records of a d at Kewzing, 
c.  5400 ft., 27.iii.1955 and another at Gangtok, c. 6000 ft., 18.iv.1955. 

D I S T R I B U ~ ~ N  OUTSIDE SIKKIA~ : Bhutan; .Assam hills north and 
south of Brahmaputra River; Manipur, Burma, 'Thailand, Yunnan, 
Kansu. Ludlow did not obtain it in Bhutan, though he found it 
common in summer in the pine forests of adjacent SE. Tibet. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to those of the Orangegorgetted 
Flycatcher. According to 1,udlow it keeps to the tops of trees, utter- 
ing a constant ripple of whistling notes. 

NEsnNc : Not recorded in Sikkim. 
~ . A C I A L  C:HARACTERISTICS, ~ ~ E A S L I R E S ~ E N T S ,  ETC: Slaty blue upper plumage. 

orange-chestnut below, white base of tail and absence of white supercilium 
usually c1i;lgnostic of the male. olive-brown upper plumage; ashy brown 
underparts paling to white on abdomen, with no \\rhite in the tail, are suggestive 
clues to the female. 

The  Fauna gives the measurements a s :  9 Wing 69-74; bill C. 9; tarsus 
c. 17; tail 50-53 mm. 

'Iris deep brown; I d 1  all black in the breeding season, the base horny 
I~rown in the non-breeding season; legs and feet clark reddish brown.' In  the 
female the bill apparently never turns \vholly black. 



THE LITTLE PIED FLYCATCHER 

Rlucicupn t~;est:tc~rirlurt~~i collirri Rotlrscl~ild 
Muscicaljc~ collirii Hotllscl~ild, 1925, Null .  Nt. Orrr. Cl. 45: 90 (KC\\, trarnc. 

lor Alrr.scic[~prrlu me/rrrroleuccr Blyth, 1843, lour. Avirrf. Soc. Bellgal 12: 940)- 
Ncpi~l,  Darjeeling. 

F.B.I. 2 : 224 ( = ~~relurloletrcci) 
LOCAL NAME : Tuni-ti-ti (Lepclia). 
size : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CI-IARACTERS: Rlule: Aboce, velvety black wit11 a broad wllite 

supercilium, and some white on the wings. Tail I,lnck, wit11 basal 
half mostly white. Belotti, white. 

Female: Above, olive-brown. Upper tail-coverts bright fel-rugi- 
nous. Tail brown, edged with ferruginous. Some fulvolrs white otr 
wings. Below, smoky white, superficially ;i good replica of t l ~ c  
Rufoustailed Flycatcller, A/iu.scicupcr ruficauck~. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: hlet with by the Sunley ollly at Gangtok, 
c. GOOO ft., 21 hlarch, and Kewzing, ,5400 ft., 27 hiarch. 
Meinertzhagen collected specimens between Gangtok and Dikchu 
on 13 February, and Schiifer at Dikchu and Gangtok in Febnrarv, 
March and June. The records from other parts of the Sikkim 
Himalayas also suggest that the bird descends to lower (plains?) 
levels between October/November and February. According to 
Stevens, its upper limit (breeding) in the Sikkim Himalayas is 
c. 7000 ft. Affects the middle storey of forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKI;IX~ : Garhwnl, Nepal, Bhutan, to extreme 
NE. Assam. Another race in Assam, Burma, Thailand. 'The species 
extends to Malaya, Indonesia, Celebes. 

GENERAL HABITS : Usually hunts withill the foliage cit~lc;l~y of 
trees, making little fluttering flights from branch to b r a ~ ~ c h .  rather 
than aerial sallies into space from the outside hrancl~es. 011 the 
whole very silent, but a soft warbling has beeti recorded, interspersed 
with low grating notes. 

NESTING: NO record for Sikkim. Elsewhere, semon-April to 
June. Nest-a tiny cup of moss, maidenhair fern stems. etc., lined 
with fine hairlike roots. Placed at low heights in a crevice in a 
rock, a hole in a bank or amon the exposed roots of a tree. 
Egg& or 4, warm buff, the who 9 e surface densely coi,ered nit11 
minute dark reddish brown specks. Size about 1.5 X 12 mm. Both 
sexes incubate. 

RAClAL CIIARACTEIIISTICS, AfEASLJHEb4ENTS. ETC: Fc~nalc ~ O / / f l l i  Illa\' be 
differentiated from female letrcornelorlttm (p. 157) in ha\ring the chin, tlil.o;lt and 
breast I~uff. In the !atier thc chin and abdomen are pure \vl~ite. Rut field 

idenbificatiotl of females (\vlien rlnaccompanied by mitles) is difficlllt and U I I -  

sptisfactory, since apart Srom their close superficial similarity with cach other, 
both of them can be readily conlused \vith the >lightly larger Rufor~stailed 
Flvcatcher, Mrtscicnl,o rrifictido, of the \trestel.tl Himnla!.as. 

The Fauna gi \m for G'Q \Yir)g 50-51-1: ],ill  c. 9; tilrslls 15-16: til,l 



40-43 mm. Schafer's Sikkim specimens have Wing 5 d c? 57, 59, 59, 60, 61; 
1 9 56 mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris dark brown; bill, legs, feet black. 

THE LITTLE BLUE-AND-WHITE FLYCATCHER 

Mzlscicapa superciliaris aestigtna Gray 
Mtlscicapn aestigma Gray, 1848, Cat. Marnms. Birds Nepal, Thihet; 90, 155, 

ex Hodgson's 2001. Miscell.. 1844, p. 84, ilom. 11ud.-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2: 223 
LOCAL NAME : Tuni-ti-ti (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Ahooe, deep blue, with a white patch 

a t  base of tail. Below, white, with a blue-black band across breast 
broken in the middle. 

Female: Above, reyish brown with blue upper tail-coverts. Tail 
blackish, edged w i k  blue. Belau, sullied whitish, with glistening 
white throat and upper breast. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common. The Survey came across it 
only once a t  Rangpo, c. 1000 ft., in November. Stevens records it 
from the Sikkim Himalayas, but outside the State territory, a t  
c. 4700 ft. in March, April, September, October. In Bhutan, Ludlow 
found it breeding at 9000 ft. in June. Partial to fairly open oak 
and mixed broad-leafed forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan to NE. Assam, 
Assam hills, Manipur, N. Burma, N. Thailand. ' f i e  better known 
west Himalayan race is found from western Nepal to  the Afghan 
frontier. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical. Keeps largely to the middle storey of 
the forest, often in the mixed hunting parties of small insectivorous 
birds. Constantly 'erks up  tail with a chr-r-r or tr-r-r at each jerk. 
In summer the ma 1 e utters a short feeble song chiri-ri-m'. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Elsewhere, season-May to 
July. Nest-a well made cup of dry moss lined with fibres, roots 
or hair. Placed in a hole or rift in a tree-trunk. 5 to 25 ft. up. 
Eggs--3 or 4, pale olive-greenish to dull stone-huB colour with 
minute freckles of reddish brown, sometimes dense and forming a 
cap at the broad end. Size about 15x12 mm. Both sexes build 
the nest and feed the young. 

RACIAL CHAMCTERISTICS, I~IE:SSURE~IENTS,  Ere : The nomirlate \vest Hima- 
layan race is readily distinguished by the presence of a prominent white eyebrow. 
In the British Museum there are two specimens of that race collected near Dar- 
jeeling by J. Gammie in March 187-1. 

The Fauna gives the rneasurclnents as:  6 9 Wing 62-68; bill c. 9: tarsus 
16-17; tail 43-45 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill hlack; legs and ferk <leeP 11,rou.n or 'purl,lish l,lacr, 



THE SLATY BLUE FLYCATCHER 

Mtcscicapa leucomelanura leucoinelanura (IIodgson) 
Digenea leucomelanura Hotlgson, 1845, Proc. 2001. Soc. London: W- 

Nepal. (Restricted to easten) Nepal by Vauric, 1953, Am. Mus. Novit., No. 
1641 : 4). 

Plate 16, fig. 3 (facing p. 161) 

F.B.I. 2: 219 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Aboce, slaty blue with forehead and 

sides of crown a paler brighter rey-blue. Lores and sides of head 
black. Upper tail-coverts blact. Tail black with white base. 
Below, greyish white tin ed with fulvous on breast and flanks. % Female: Abose, olive- rown tinged on rump with rufous. Upper 
tail-coverts and tail ferruginous. A fulvous rin round eye. Below, 
fulvous white paling to pure white on chin an 3 abdomen. 

The male can be told from male hypeythra by absence of 
white supercilium and greyish fulvous underparts. M. hoslgsonii, 
which also lacks the supercilium, has orange-chestnut underparts. 
The female is a very good replica of the slightly larger Rufoustailed 
Flycatcher (Muscicapa ruficaztda) and can be readily confused with 
it in the field. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Stevens describes it as occrlrring in the outer 
ranges of the Sikkim Himalayas at all elevations from 3500 to 
10,000 ft., according to season, and as probably descending to the 
foothills in winter. Noted by the Sikkim Survey, November to 
April, between c. 1000 ft. (Rangpo) and 6000 ft. (Gangtok), but as 
far from common. Schafer collected specimens at 13,000 ft. (Thangu) 
in July, and at 9000 ft. (Lachen) in September. Affects forest with 
dense undergrowth. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKEIXI: The Himalayas from Kashmir to 
Assam. The species extends into hlanipur, Burma and Thailand. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical. Keeps singly to the forest understorey, 
hunting from bushes. Its alarm notes are well described by 
Heinrich as a quick-re eated zie7z-ticktickticktick. As in other 
flycatchers, the tail is jer 1 ed u from time to time to the cocked 
position with the wings partly L o p i n g  at the sides. 

NESTING : Season-May-June. Nest-a massive 1itt:e cup of moss, 
*nixed with leaves, wool, fur, etc. Placed in a hollow or crevice in 
a tree-trunk. E g g s 4  or 4, w'hitish pink to creamy pink, minutely 
speckled all over with pinkish red, sometimes thickly at the broad 
end to form a cap. Size about 16x12 mm. 

RACIAL CHAR4CTERISTICS, MEASUREXIENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives for d Q 
Wing 57-72 (sic): bill c.  9; tarsus 19-20; tail 48-50 min. 

Schafer's Sikki~n specimens (4 d d )  have Wing 60, 61, 61, 03 mm. 
Il-i, dark hro\vn: bill 11l:ick. leg\ ant1 tri-t pal? I~orn\ hro\\~, to datk hm\\,it 



THE SAPPHlHEHEADED FLYCATCHER 

M usciccq~u scllq~l~ira (Blyth) 
.\lusciccrpulo scr~)plrir.a Blyth. 181:3, Jour. Asicrt. Soc. Ue~~gcrl 12: 9S9- 

Diu jeeling. 

Plate 16, fig. 2 (facing p. 161) 

F.B.I. 2 :  225 
LOCAL N A M E :  
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHAMCTEns : Adult Mule: Abooe, forehead, crown and nape 

brilliant ultramarine blue. A line through the eye black. Sides of 
head and upper parts deep purplish blue. Upper tail-coverts bright 
blue. Tail and wings black, edged with blue. Below, chin, throat 
and upper breast light chestnut. A broken breast-band deep blue. 
Rest of underparts pale blue-grey. 

Winter (and/or first year ?) plumage like the female, but with 
wings, rump, upper tail-coverts and tail as above. Males also breed 
in this plumage. 

Female: Ahoue, rufous-olive. Upper tail-coverts bri h t  ferrugi- d nous. Tail dark brown, tinged ferruginous. A bright u l ~ ~ o u s  ring 
round eye. Belozc;, chin, throat and breast pale orange-chestnut. 
Rest of underparts dull white, brownish on flanks and under tail- 
coverts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common between November and 
April from 1000 to 5500 ft, altitude, chiefly under 2500 ft. (Ranmo, 
Singtam, Martam, Kewzing). Recorded as a permanent resident in 
Sikkim. Affects the middle storey of forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : E. Nepal, Bhutan to E. Assam, 
E. Bengal; Naga, Chin and Kachin Hills. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical flycatcher. Droops wings at sides and 
jerks up tail from time to time, uttering tick-tick at each jerk. Hunts 
chiefly within the foliage canopy of a tree, but also from bushes and 
end branches of iarge trees. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim. Elsewhere, semon-May-June. 
Nest-a small cup of moss, moss-roots, maidenhair fern stems, etc. 
neatly rounded off inside. Placed in a hollow in a vertical bank or 
hole in a tree-stump. Eggs-4, pale yellowish grey to warm buff- 
stone, varyingly stippled with pale reddish to reddish brown. Size 
about l5x 12 mm. Both sexes incubate. 

RACIAL CHAnACTERISTICS, MEASUREhfENTS, E C C :  The Sikkim Survey speci. 
nlens measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsub Tail 
3 d d  60-65 12-13 16.5 44-51 ~ n m .  
2 9 9  57.5-61 12-12.5 17 40-43.5 mm. 

Ilis bro\\!n; bill black, legs, feet and claws holmy brown or I,rownisll 
I~lack. 



T H E  L A R G E  N I L T A V A  139 

THE LARGE NILTAVA 

h4w.cicapu grandis grutldis (Blyth) 
Chaitqris jirondis Dlytli, 1842, Jotrr. A a i ~ t .  Soc. Betrgfrl 1 1  : IHH- 

Darjrelil~g. 

Plate 16, fig. 5 (facing p. 161) 

F.B.I. 2 :  257 
LOCAL NAME : Mar on (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Between Bu pr bu f and hlyna. 
FImD CHARACTERS: A large, rather sluggish flycatcher. nfde: 

Aboue, dark purplish blue. Lores, forehead and sides of head black. 
Crown, rump, upper tail-coverts, a shoulder-patch and a patch on 
either side of the neck brilliant cobalt blue. Tail- and wing feathers 
black, edged with blue. Below, chin, throat and upper breast black, 
changing lower to blue-black, and to bluish ashy on abdomen and 
under tail-coverts; the last scalloped with white. 

Female: Above, fulvous brown. Tail- and win \ feathers edged 
with deep rufous. Beloto, olive-brown with pale uff chin, throat 
and upper breast; a diagnostic patch of bright blue on either side 
of neck. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. The Survey came across it 
between 4000 and 7000 ft. elevation in winter-November to April 
(Temi, Kewzing, Rinchinpong, Pemionche, Gangtok). Apparently 
resident at all seasons. Schafer collected specimens around Gangtok, 
c. 6000 ft., December to hlarch, and also in June. Affects dense 
secondary jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S I K ~ ~ I ~ I  : Central Nepal, Bhutan, Assam 
hills north and south of Brahmaputra River; h,lanipur, Burma. 
Thailand. The species extends to Yunnan and the Indochinesc and 
Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS: Comparati\lely sluggish for a flycatcher. Seen 
singly or in separated pairs, often in low bushes or even on the 
ground. Food: insects and 1)erries; the latter picked from trees and 
also off the ground (?). Call (or song ?) : a thin, rather mournful, 
rising three-noted whistle whee-u;hee-wip, repeated monotonously 
from a tree-top for several minutes at a stretch. 

NESTING : Season-May-June. Nest-a cup of reen moss lined 1 with fine moss-roots. Placed in a crevice of a roc -, a hollow in a 
bank, amongst the exposed roots of a tree, and in similar situations. 
Egg-normally 4, creamy white or pinkish white to warm buff, 
variously freckled with light reddish or buffy brown. Size about 
25 x 18 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: TIlc Sikkim Survey 
specimens (3 d d )  measure \Iring 108-112; I d 1  18-20: tarsrls 23-25; tail 
92-99 Inm. 

.4 large series collected by Scliiifrr gives Wing 13 ,< d 102-108 (av. 
105.5!; 3 \; 9 102, 103, 101 nini. (Strescniann?. 

Iris hro\\~n; bill, legs, feet and claws black; soles grqisll Besli colour. 



THE RUFOUSBELLIED NILTAVA 

Mtrscicapa sundarn sundara (Hodgson) 
Niltava strndara Hodgson, 1837, lnd.  Review 1 : 650-Nep:1l. 

F.B.I. 2 :  259 
LOCAL NAMES : Niltava (Nepali); Marong (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Abooe, dark blue and cobalt blue, with 

glistening black forehead and sides of neck. Below, bright chestnut, 
with black throat and a distinctive patch of bright blue on either 
side of neck. 

Female: fulvous olive-brown with chestnut tail, a- patch of 
lustrous blue on either side of neck, and a large round white patch 
below the throat'. 

STAWS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. Resident. The Survey 
recorded it between 1000 and 7000 ft. elevation from November to 
April (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Kewzing, Dentam, Gangtok). 
Schafer obtained specimens at Lachen, c. 9000 ft., in September 
including some just moulting out of juvenile plumage, indicating 
that they were bred in that neighbourhood. Affects secondary and 
bush jungle. 

DIsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE SMKIbl : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills; 
Manipur, Burma. The contiguous western Himalayas, to Murree, 
are occupied by the paler race fastuosa. The species extends to 
the Indochinese and Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS: Hunts from low bushes in the typical flycatcher 
manner, and also freely descends to the ground like a bushchat. 
Often associates with the mixed hunting flocks of small birds in 
forest. Eats insects as well as berries. Silent except for a harsh 
tr-r-r-tchik or tzi, tzi, tzi sometimes heard. Stuart Baker mentions 
that 'it is a beautiful singer as are all the Niltavas'. Personally I have 
never heard its song, and cannot trace where it has been described. 
Neither have I heard or seen described the song of the Small Niltava; 
and the vocal performance of the Large Niltava (above) can hardly 
be called a beautiiul song! 

NESTING: Season-May-June, from c. 3500 ft. elevation up. 
Nest-a neat and compact cup of green moss, lined with fine moss- 
roots. Placed in a hollow amongst the exposed roots of a tree or 
a moss-covered bank; well concealed. Eggs-4, very similar to 
those of the Large Niltava, creamy white or pinkish white to warm 
buff, freckled with light reddish or brownish. Size about 21 x 16 mm. 
Both sexes partake in the domestic chores. 

nAcI,tL CHA~I.~CTENSTICS, ~ I E A S U R E M E N T S ,  ETC: .At a s~~perficial glancc, 
particularly w11e1i seen fror11 below, 5 liable to be confused uith die Bluc- 
fronted Rcdsti~rt in its winter quarters. The redstart is, howcver, readily 
distinguished by its blue-black throat extending down to upper breast, ant1 
by its chestnut ruin], and tnil 



The Sikkim Survey specimens measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsu Tail 

2 d d  85 15.5-17.5 22 69-71.5 mm. 
3 O O  80-83 16-17 21.5-22.5 62-08 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim skins give Wing 4 ad. d i H4-87 (av. 85.5); 4 9 3 
78-82 (av. 85.7) mm. 

Iris brown; bill d black, 9 blackish brown; legs and feet plumbmus 
brown; claws horny brown. 

THE SMALL NILTAVA 

Mzcscicupa ~iuzcgrigoriae (Burton) 
Phoenictrru macgrigoriae Burton, 1835, Proc. 2001. Soc. London: 152- 

Himalayas. 

F.B.I. 2 :  260 
LOCAL NAME : Phat-tagrak-pho (Lgcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Mole: Aboce, including exposed parts of wings 

and tail purple-blue. Forecrown, sides of crown, rump, upper tail- 
coverts, and a patch on either side of neck brilliant cobalt blue. 
Forehead, lores, and around eyes black. Below, chin, throat, sides 
of neck and upper breast deep purple-blue, shadirtg to ashy gr 
on lower breast and to pale ashy on abdomen, flanks and under t a x  
coverts. 

Female: Abocje, fulvous olive-brown, strongly tinged with rufous 
on rump and upper tail-coverts. Wing- and tail feathers edged with 
rufous excepting the middle pair of rectrices which are wholly rufous. 
Below, chin pale rufous; rest yellowish ashy, paling on abdomen 
and vent. A spot of brilliant blue on either side of neck. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Fairly common. Resident between 3000 
and 6000 ft. elevation; down to c. 1000 ft. in winter (Rangpo, Singtam, 
Dikchu, Singhik, Temi, Kewzing, Gangtok). Affects dense bush jungle 
and edges of forest glades. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S~KKIM: The Himalayas from about 
Mussooree eastward through Nepal and Bhutan to eastern Assam; 
Manipur, Burma, Thailand and the Indochinese subregion. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps singly or in pairs, huntin winged insects b in the air in the typical flycatcher style, from bus es. Seldom on 
ground like the two other niltavas. Prefers deep shady glades, and 
is more active in the early mornings and about dusk. Said to have 
a curious low grating subsong. 

NESTING: Semo~a-May-June. Nest-a cup of green moss etc. 
similar to that of the other niltavas, somewhat deeper. Placed in 
a hollow in a vertical bank. Eggs-normally 4, variable, creamy 
white to greyish yellow, profusely or sparsely covered with pale 
dull reddish markings, more numerous and forming a ring or cap 
at the broad end. Size about 18 x 13 mm. 



RACIAL C I ~ A R I \ C . ~ E H I S ~ I ' I C S ,  ~ ~ E I ~ S U R E ~ I E N T S ,  L.;.TC: ?'he Sikkini Srlrvry speci- 
mens Ineasure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
1 6  65 11.5 18 54 mtn. 
2 9 9  64 12-12.5 18-i8.5 48-50 tnm. 

SchIFer's Sikkim skins hil1.e Wing 4 3 d 65-67; 2 9 3 65-66 mln, 
Iris brown; bill liorny I~lack; legs, feet ant1 claws horny bro~rt~ .  

THE PALE BLUE FLYCATCHER 

Muscicapa ulzicolor Z I I I ~ C O ~ O T  (Blyth) 
Cyor~ris  urlicolor Rlvth, 1843 Joirv. -4sitrt. Soc. R~rlgol  1 2 :  1007- 

Darjeeling. 

F.B.I. 2 :  230 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Adult Aiale: Abose, including exposed portions 

of wings and tail light blue, deeper on upper tail-coverts and edges 
of tail feathers. Forehead, front and sides of crown, a narrow 
ring round eye, and a shoulder-patch (lesser wing-coverts) ultramarine 
or lapis blue. Lores black. Below, pale dull blue, changing to 

% reyish white on abdomen, flanks and under tail-coverts-the last 
roadly scalloped with white. 

Differs from male Verditer Flycatcher, Muscicapa thalmsirza 
(p. 144), in being more blue, less blue-green, and lacking the prominent 
black eye-stripe. 

Female: Abose, fulvous olive-brown. Tail, and edges of wing 
feathers fermginous. Lores, and a ring round eye whitish. Below, 
pale earthy brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident, but possibly with some seasonal 
altitudinal movement. The British b1~1seum has Sikltiln skins 
collected in all months of the year (elevations unrecorded). 
Meinertzhagen obtained specimens between c. 2000 and 6000 ft. in 
September/October 1925 (Dikchu, Singhik, Gangtok). The recent 
Survey met with the species between 5000 and 5500 ft. in the last 
week of March (Temi, Kewzing). A pair at Temi was obviously 

nestin? 
on 31 March. Affects oak and mixed broad-leafed forest 

on hi1 sides. 
D I s T R I s u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan to eastern Assam; 

Burma, Thailand, Malaya. 
GENERAL HABITS: Tyl~ical flycatcher. Utters the characteristic 

tr-r-r as it twitches up its tail half-cocked between the drooping 
wings. The song is described as being richer than that of any other 
member of the Muscicapa group. 

NESTING : Seaso-April-May. Nest-a massive cup of moss 
and fern-stems etc. felted together; lined with fern-roots Placed 
in a hole in a bank, or at the junction of a large I~ranch with the 
tnink of a tree, fairly low down. Eggr-7 or 4, pale yellowish or 
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huff, with numerous dark reddish hrowrl blotches, dense at the 
broad end often forming a cap. Size about 2 3 x  18 mm. 

IIACIAL CHAnACTV.RIS?u3S. MEASL'REhlFN.l'S, KTC: The F;L(II~;L ~ I v c " ~  iOf d 9 
Wing 78-85; bill 14-15; tarsus 17-18; tail 68-75 Inln. 

Iris dark brown; I ~ i l l  l~lack, I~asc of lower mandil>lc. grcby; legs and fret 
dark brown. 

THE BLUETHROATED FLYCATCHER 

Mwcicaj~u nubectrloirles ruheculoides (l'igors) 
Phoer~ictcra ruloc~iloides V~gors, 18'31, P ~ . o c .  Zool. Soc. Londorr: 35- 

Darjeeling. 

F.B.I. 2 :  231 
LOCAL NAME : blanzil-pho (Lepcha). 

.SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Ahoue, dark blue including exposed 

portions of wings and tail. Forehead, and a streak over eye, 
glistening azure blue. A bright blue shoulder patch (lesser wing- 
coverts). Below, chin, throat, sides of neck and breast, deep blue. 
Breast bright fermginous, paling on flanks and whitening on 
abdomen and under tail-coverts. 

Female: Abozje, olive-brown, tinged with rufous on forehead 
and rump. A fulvous ring round eye. Wings and tail brown 
edged with ferruginous. Below, fernlginous, pale1 on chin and 
throat, white on abdomen and vent. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Undetermined. Stevens had the impression 
that it does not go higher than the foothills. The Sunrey came 
across it only at Singtam, c. 1000 ft., in A ril, but Meinerkhagen P collected specimens at Rangpo, c. 1000 t.. and also Gangtok, 
c. 6000 ft., in the second half of October (1925). Elsewhere in the 
Sikkim Himalayas it has been taken at 3750 ft. in January. Affects 
secondary and bamboo jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIXI: Sumn~er, lower Himalayas from 
Kasllmir to eastern Assam, north and south of Brahmaputra River; 
N. Burma, Thailand, Yunnan. U7inter. peninsular India; Ceylon. 
The species extends though  the Indochinese subregion. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical. In summer the Inale has n pleasant 
little metallic trill, similar in pa t t e~n  to the song oi  the more familiar 
Tickell's Redbreasted Blue Flycatcher (Muscicapa tickelliae) of 
peninsular India, but s o m e ~ ~ h a t  richer. 

NESTING: NO record for Sikkim. In Nepal, season-April-hlay. 
Nest-a collection of moss, dead leaires and lichen, with a cup- 
shaped lining of fine moss-, fern- or grass-roots, fitted within a hollow 
in a mossy bank, a hole in a tree-stump, etc. Eggs-mostly 4, pale 
olive-brown, sometimes with an ill-defined darker cap or ring at the 
broad end. Size about 19x14 mm. Both sexes incubate. 



RACW CHMUC.TEIUS.~ICS, MJUSUREIMENTS, ETc: The Fauna gives for 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

d d  65-75 11.5-12.5 C .  20 53-60 mm. 
9 9 69-74 11-12 C. 19 49-52 mm. 

Iris brown; bill brownish black; legs and feet greyish brown, sometimes 
with a pinkish tinge. 

THE VERDITER FLYCATCHER 

i\.lrrscicapo tl~alnssirla tllnlassina Swainson 
I\.luscicapa thalossit~n Swainson, 1838, Nat. Library, Flycatchers. 252-India. 

F.B.I. 2 :  239 
LOCAL NAME : Sibyell-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A conspic~ous bright blue-green flycatcher 

with black forehead and lores produced backward as a streak under 
the eye. 

Female: duller and greyer. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Common sumrner (breeding) visitor, from 

c. 2000 to 10,500 ft. elevation (Singhik, Chungthang, Kewzing, 
Pemionche, Gangtok, Karponang). Absent between November and 
March. Affects openly forested hillsides. Commonly breeding in 
and about Gangtok town. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIMM : Su~ilrnet; throughout the Himalayas, 
east to west, between c. 4000 and 10,000 ft. elevation; Assam, Burma. 
Winter, more or less the entire Indian Union and E. Pakistan. The 
species extends through Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical flycatcher. Hunts from tops of tall trees, 
dead stumps or overhead electric wires Gangtok). In summer the d males constantly sing from tree-tops an other exposed stances, a 

E' easant jingling warble reminiscent of the White-eye's (Zosterops), 
ut louder. 

NESTING : Season-April-May. Nest-a thick-sided cup of green 
moss, roots and fibres, lined with fine moss-roots etc. Placed in a 
pocket in an earth-bank, or a hollow in n decayinm tree-stump. Some- 
times on a ledge or hole in the wall of n buil$ing. E g g s 4  or 5, 
mostly creamy pink, sparsely freckled with reddish. more densely 
in a ring at the broad end. Size about 19X 14 mm. Both sexes 
share all the domestic chores. 

RACIAL. CHAHACTERLSTICS, MEASUllEbIENTS, ETC: d differs from d of M .  
unicolor in being more blue-green or verditer blue, and in its black forehead 
and eyeshipe. 

The Fauna gives the ineasurements as CJ 9 Wing 79-89; bill c. 11; tarsus 
c. 18; tail 60-74 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim skins have Wing 6 d d 83-90 (av. 85.5); 3 9 9 78-81 
(av. 79.3) mm. 

Iris brown; bill black, angle of gape flesh colour; legs, feet and claws 
brownish black or black. 



1. Mrs Gould's Yellowl>acked Sunbird (defhopyga g. gouldiae) 2. Blackbreasted Sunbird (Acthopyga s. 
Safuuata) 3. Firetailed Yellowbacked Sunbird (Aethopyga i .  igwiccaudn) 4. Firebreasted Flowerpocker 
(Dicasur~ i. igwipectus) 6. Longtailed Broadbill (Psauismws d. d d h o w k ~ )  6. Hod&sDnfs, or the Ir'epsl. 

CoU%red BroaLdbiSl (EraZ@ius I. ~Albropygiw) 7. Blu-ped fit& (Pifkr nip.rJsfiw - 

- -- 
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THE PIGMY BLUE FLYCATCHER 

h4uucicapella Izodgsoni horlgso/ii (Moore) 
Nemura hodgsotii Moore, it1 Horsfield Clr Moore, 11154, Cat. Bird.\, hll~,. 

E. I.  Co., 1 : 300-Nepal. 

Plate 16, fig. 4 (facing p. 161) 

F.B.I. 2 : 237 (= Nitidda Iwdgsoni) 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow -. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A diminutive flycatcher with a slendzr 

warbler-like bill. Mde: Ahom, bright dark blue, brightest and more 
ultramarine on crown. Wings and tail black, edged with deep blue. 
Forehead, lores and sides of head blue-black. Below, pale orange- 
yellow, paling to whitish on central abdomen. 

Female: Above, olive-brown, more rufous on rump and upper 
tail-coverts. Wing- and tail feathers brown, edged with rufous. 
Below, pale yellow; whitish on central abdomen, vent and under 
tail-coverts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Recorded as resident 'up to 7000 ft. 
or higher'. Seasonal movements undetermined. The Survey came 
across it only between 1500 and 2000 ft. elevation (near Rangpo 
and Singtam) in December. Affects shrubs snd large trees on the 
edge of glades and clearings in forest, or lining hill streams. 

D I s T m B u n o N  OUTSIDE S I K ~ I :  Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south of the Brahmaputra; Naga Hills, Bunna, Thailand, south 
to the Malaysian subregion. 

GENERAL 'HABITS : Keeps singly. Very lively and restless. Actions 
reminiscent of both flycatcher and leaf warbler. Descends to ground 
to pick up an insect, twitching up and cocking tail from time to 
time between half-drooping wings in typical flycatcher style. When 
on ground looks rather like a shortwing. Also makes short aerial 
sorties after midges etc. within the spreading foliage canopy of large 
trees. Sometimes flutters at leaf-sprigs like a Phylloscopus. The 
song, if any, is unrecorded. 

NESTING : Unknown. 
nAcLAL c H A l t . i c T E R I s n c s ,  A~EASUREMENTS, ETC : The Survey speci~nens 

(3 3 d)  measure: Wing 50-51; bill 11; tarsus 16-17; tail 35 mnl. 
Iris brown; bill black, horny at base of lower ma~~dible; legs and feet 

greyish flesh colour. 
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THE GREYHEADED FLYCATCHER 

Culicicupa ceylotleruis culochryseu Oberholser 
Culicicupa ceylor~ensis culochrysea Oberl~olscr, 1923, Smith. Jfisc. Coll. 76 : 

8-Quaymoo Choung=left bonk of Thaungyin River, lat. 17" 15' N., Amhcrbt 
District, Burma. 

F.B.I. 2 :  255 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow -. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Head, neck, tllroat and breast ashy grey, 

darker on crown. Bright yellowish green above, with yellow rump; 
bright yellow on underparts. Wing- and tail feathers brown, edged 
with greenish yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common. Resident up to c. 7,000 it. 
elevation, with little seasonal altitudinal movement (Rangpo, 
Singtam, Kewzing, Rinchinpong, Galgtok, Pemionche). Afiects 
openly wooded country and forest glades. 

DISTnIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Summer, throughout the Hilnalayas 
from the Afghan border to Assam; Burma, Thailand and the 
Indochinese subregion. Winter, peninsular India south to about 
Hyderabad. The nominate race occupies Ceylon and southern India. 

GENERAL HABITS : Active and restless. Makes agile acrobatic 
swoops after gnats, moths, etc. from a bare twig or liana stem, 
turning, twisting and looping in the air and returning to its base. 
One or two commonly present amongst the mixed hunting parties 
of small insectivorous birds in forest. Utters a distinctive sharp 
twittering note as it hunts. Song: a lively little interrogative 
chik . . . u;hichee-u;lzichee, amazingly loud, constantly repeated. 

NESTING: SemmcMay-June, at c. 5000 ft. elevation. Nest-a 
tiny cup of moss and lichens, placed 5 to 20 ft. up, amongst thick 
moss against a tree-trunk or in the angle of ouaaking bark, well 
obliterated in its surroundings. Eggs--3 or 4, greyish- or creamy 
white, blotched with pale   el lo wish grey, more densely at the broad 
end. Size about 15X 12 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASURFAITNTS, E.I.C : The Ceylonese-south ~ndiall 
race ceylonensis is more richly colo~ued. 

The Sikkim Survey specimens measure : 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 d d  63-65 12.5 13.5-14 51-53 mm. 
1 o? 61 12.5 12.5 50 mm. 

Six specimens (sex ?) collected by Schiifer in Sikkim have Wing 60-65 (av. 
62.6) mm. 

Iris brown; I~ill brown, lower mandible paler or pinkish flesh; legs and feet 
yellow or yellowish brown; claws horny brown. 



THE YELLOWBE1,LIED FANTAIL FLYCATCHER 

Rhipidura llypoxutztha Blyth 
R1ripidur(l hr~poxuilthn Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiut. Sac. Berrgal 12:  9:35- 

Darjecling. 

Plate 16, fig. 6 (facing p. 161)' 

F.B.I. 2 : 275 (= Chelido~h~nx) 
LOCAL NAME: Sitte kloom (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S :  A ratless diminutive fantail flycatcher. 

Male: Aboue, dark olive-brown with forehead and broad supercilium 
bright yellow. Ear-coverts and a line through eye black. Tail 
feathers brown, conspicuously white-shafted; all except central pair 
broadly tipped with white. 

F d e  differs only in having the eye-stripe blackish olive-brown. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Common. Resident. Recorded between 

November and April at all elevations from 1000 to 12,000 ft. (Rangpo, 
Singtam, Martam, Singhik, Dentarn, Rinchinpong, Chungthang, 
Manshitang, Gangtok, Penlom La, Karyonang, Sandakphu). Schafer 
also collected specimens at Lachen, c. 9000 ft., in August and 
September. Affects glades in tall forest as well as secondary jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from about Sialkot 
(Punjab) eastward through Nepal and Bhutan to extreme eastern 
Assam; Manipur, Burnla, Thailand, Yunnan and the Indochinese 
subregion. 

GENERAL HABITS : Entirely arboreal. Extremely lively and restless. 
Usually met with singly or in pairs, and almost invariably as an 
outrider & active hunting flocks of 'tinies' in forest. Flits amongst 
the branches and foliage, pirouettes with fanned-out tail and partly 
drooping wings, and launches agile tunling and twisting aerial sallies 
after midges etc. Constantly utters a feeble sharp sip, sip. Its 
song is described as 'a feeble little goldfinch-like trill'-a rapid 
repetition of the same high-pitched note. 

NESTING : Seaso~rhlay-June, up to the highest elevations. Nest 
-a deep, straigl~t-sided little cup of moss, mixed with lichen, 
hair, wool, etc., built on a horizontal branch, c. 6 to 15 ft. from the 
ground. Egs-2 or 3, pink, deeper coloured at the broad end. Size 
about 14 x 11 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREXIENTS, ETC: The Swvey specilnells 

measure : 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 d d  58 10-10.5 14-15 57, nun. 

1 o? 57. 9.5 15 55 mm. 

' 111 tile illustratiol~ the tail position is irracCu1.ate. C h a ~ ~ ~ c l e ~ i s l i c a l l ~  it is 
carried half erect and fanned out. 



A large series collected in Sikkim by Schiit'cr gives Wi l~g  15 ad. d 9 
53-57 (av. 55.5) mm. 

Iris I,ro\vn; b i l l :  upper ~nundible horny brow11, lower or:unge-yellow or 
yello\vish flesh; legs and feet brown with yellowish tinge; claws horl-ry brown 
with slight olivc tinge. 

THE WHITETHROATED FANTAIL FLYCATCHEH 

Rkipiclura albicollis dbicollis (Vieillot) 
Pi t r t y r l t y~ tc l~rr s  albicollis C'ieillot, 1818, Nouv. Dict, d'Hist. Nat. 72: 1:3- 

Bengal. 

F.B.I. 2 :  279 
LOCAL NAME : Nam-dit-nom (1,epcha). 
SIZE : Between Sparrow and Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A restless, dark sooty brown fantail flycatcher 

with a prominent white band or semi-collar across the throat, short 

M'hitc,thro;ltecl Fiintail Flycatcher 
Almr~t onc-h:11F 

white supercilia, and broadly white-tippecl tail. Forehead, forecrown, 
lores, over and under eye, and ear-coverts, black. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. Resident up to c. 6000 ft. 
elevation (Rangpo, Sin tam, Martam, Kewzing, Manshitang, G~~ngtok) .  
Affects secondary jung 7 e. 
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DISTH.IB~.~ION oursru~ SIKKM: The Himalayas from Kashrnir 
through Nepal and Bhutan to eastern Assam; Bunna, Thailand, 
Yunnan. The species extends through the Indochinese and Malaysian 
subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS : Seen singly or in pairs, often in association with 
the mixed huntin flocks in forest. Flits tirelessly amongst branches g, and foliage in t e middle storey, waltzing and pirouetting with 
fanned-out erect tail, and wings drooping at the sides. Makes short 
looping aerial sallies after gnats and other tiny winged insects which 
comprise its diet. Utters a harsh chuck or chuck-r. Has a lively 
but rather feeble jerky whistling song tri-riri-rid, reminiscent of the 
Largebilled Leaf Warbleis ( P h  ylloscops magnirostris). 

NESTING: Season-May-June. Nests beautiful little cup of 
fine grass and fibres, neatly plastered on the outside with cobwebs, 
and with a bunch of strips of the ncst material dangling below. 
Built in a horizontal fork or elbow of a twi seldom more than 
8 ft, up. E g g s 4  or 4, ale sandy white wit tiny brown specks, 6 8; 
forming a ring round the road end. Size about 17X 13 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Birds fronl tlre western 
Himalayas, westward to Kashrnir, are slightly paler, but hardly worth recognition 
as the separate race canescens ploposed by Koelz. The same applies to the 
slightly darker birds of Bhutan and eashvard, separated as the race statrleyi by 
Baker. 

A specimen collected by the Sikkim Survey ( 0 )  measures: Wing 80; bill 
15.5; tarsus 19.5; tail 101 rnrn. 

Seven adult d 9 in Schafcr's Sikkim collection give Wing 73-79 (av. 76.3) 
mm. 

Iris brown; bill brownish black; legs, feet and claws horny brown. 

Subfamily TIMALIINAE : Babblers 

THE SIKKIM SPOTTED BABBLER 

Pellornm.~~z rtr.ficep-s maidellii Blanford 
Pellort~ettm mnndelii Blanford, 1671, Proc. Asid.  Soc. Bengnl 9 :  216- 

Sikkim. 

Plate 17, fig. 3 (facing p. 208) 

F.B.I. 1 : 240 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Between Sparrow and Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Olive-bro\~l above with reddish brown cap. 

Whitish below, boldly streaked and spotted on breast with dark 
hro\vn. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Residcnt. Confined to the foothills, u p  to 
abol~t 3500 ft. ele\.ntion (Rangpo, Singtam, hlartam). Affects thickets 
in secondaq~ scn~b  and bamboo junsle. 



DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal; Bhutan; Assam north and 
south of Brahmaputra River. The species, in several races, is widely 
distributed in India, Burma, Malaya, Anna~n, Cochin-China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Pairs or sniall parties skulk in the undergrowth, 
rummaging on the ground among fallen leaves for food. The birds 
walk about like quail or proceed in long thrush-like hops. Food: 
chiefly insects and their larvae. Cdls: normally, a plaintive whistle 
beat-you or he'll beat you (or pretty-stwet) repeated monotonously 
every five seconds or so with great persistency, sometimes for over 
10 minutes at a stretch. I t  also has a charming, lively song heard 
chiefly in the breeding season but also sporadically otherwise. I t  
is a percussive, loud, clear whistling of several notes rambling up 
and down the scale, sometimes lasting 3 minutes or more with 
practically no break. A subdued chi~-r, chr-r or krm, kr.m is uttered 
on alarm. 

NESTING : Season--chiefly April to June. Nest-a large untidy 
ball of dry bamboo and other leaves with a lateral entrance hole. 
Placed among dead leaves on the ground on steep earth banks etc. 
in forest. Eggs-2 or 3, white or faint dull cream with numerous 
small brown specks, spots and blotches. Size about 23 X 17 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, E T C :  The race mndellii  differs 
from nominate ruficeps of the greater part of India in being a more rufous- 
olive above, with the upper back streaked wilh dark brown; crown n~ore 
chestnut than rufous; forehead and evebrows with black shaft-streaks. 
Breast and belly suffused with ochraceous. 

The Fauna gives the measurements as: d 0 Wing 66-73 (av. 70); bill 
16-17; tarsus 25-26; tail 66-68 mm. 

Iris hazel to crimson-brown; upper mandible dark horny brown, lower 
pale yellowish; legs and feet pale brownish flesh colour. 

THE SLATYHEADED SCIMITAR BABBLEH 

Po~i~torh inus  scllisticeps schisticeps Hodgson 
Pomntorhinns schisticep.r Horlgso~~, 1836, Asint. Res. 19 : 181-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 206 
LOCAL NAMES : Phoyeum-pho or Phurreeam-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Myna-. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S  : Olive-brown above, maroon-chestnut and white 

below, with dark slaty head ,and prominent white eyebrow. Cuived, 
pointed black-and-yellow bill. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommon. At low elevations in the 
Teesta Valley, normally to about 2000 ft. (?)-Rangpo, Singtam. 
Meinertzhagen obtained a specimen at Gangtok, 6400 ft., on 
18 December. Affects thickets, particularly on the site of abandoned 
cultivation, and in secondary and mixed bamboo forest. 

DIsTRIsunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal; Bhutan. The species, in 
several races, occurs from the NW. Himalayas right across to our 



extreme NE. frontier. Hills of Assam, N. Burma, Thailand, Malaya, 
Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Shy and secretive, and a reat skulker. Pairs 
or family parties, sometimes associated witf various laughing 
thrushes, keep to dense shrubbery rummaging for food amon 
mulch on the ground, or hop ing amongst the undergrow& tk 
bamboo culms. When undistur g ed and moving about in quest of 
food the birds keep in touch with one another by constant mellow 

gurglinf flute-like calls uttered by the male and promptly 
acknow edged by the female with a shorter unmusical note. These 
notes are very similar to those of the Deccan Scimitar Babbler, and 
the birds can be easily decoyed by an imitation of their calls. A 
harsh kr-r-r-r is uttered on the slightest alarm. Food: insects, berries 
and seeds. 

N E s n N c  : Season-April to June. Ncst-a deep saucer (apparently 
not domed as in most other scimitar babblers) of grass, leaves and 
fern fronds, lined with finer grass. Placed on or near the ground 
in brushwood or grass. E g g s 4  or 4, pure white. Size about 
25 X 19 mm. 

RACIAL CHAMCTERISIICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A specirncn id) collected 
in Sikkim measures: Wing 99; bill 30; tarsus 37; tail 103 mm. 

The Fauna gives for d <2 Wing 98-106; bill c .  17: tanus c .  32; tail 115- 
120 mm. 

Iris yellowish biscuit, 01. cream colour; bill yellow, honly brow1 on basal 
two-thirds of culmen; legs and feet bluish plurnbeous; claws horny brown. 

THE SIKKIM RUFOUSNECKED SCIMITAR BABBLER 

Pomatorhit~w rrrficollis godu;ini Kinnear 
Pomtorhir~trs ruficollis godtilit~i Kinnear, 1944, Zhis 86 : 79-Xhungkar, SE. 

Bhritan, 6000 tt. 

Plate 20, fig. 5 (facing p. 225) 

F.B.I. 1 : 216 (part) 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Ruddy brown above; sides of neck and collar 

on hindneck bright fermginous. Chin, cheeks and throat white. 
Upper breast and centre of abdomen white, streaked with olive 
brown. Sides of breast and abdomen, and rest of underparts, olive- 
brown. A broad white supercilium from bill to nape. Sides of face, 
including ear-coverts, black. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommon and sporadic. Occupies a 
broad altitudinal zone, between about 2500 and 10,000 ft., even in 
winter (Gangtok, Singhik, Dentam, Rinchinpong, Kewzing, Singalila 
Ridge). Affects tluck forest or more olJen country with dense under- 
growth on hillsides and in ravines. Also moss-draped forest of small 
trees, rhododendron shrubs and bracken at the higher elevations, 



DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Eastern Nepal (east of .4rui1-K~~i 
River), Bhutan, SE. Tibet, Dafla and (presumably) other Assam hills 
north of Brahmaputra River. Other races replace it in the 
W. Himalayas, Assam, Burma, Yunnan, Inclochiua, S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Not noticeably different from those of other 
scimitar babblers. Shy, and keeps to dense undergrowth in pairs 
oftener than parties. Has the same range of harsh churring notes 
and pleasant mellow flute-like calls. When questing for mate which 
has become separated, utters a double-noted call very reminiscent 
of the Redvented Bulbul, but louder and with a thrush-like clearness, 
repeated persistently every few seconds while hopping around, in 
obvious expectancy of an answer. 

NESTING: Season-April to June. Nest-a domed structure of 
dry grass, bracken and bamboo leaves, loosely put together and 
lined with fibres. Placed on the ground under weeds and grass. 
E g g s 4  to 5, white, measuring about 24x18 mm. 

RACLAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Godwini differs from the 
adjoining nominate race of the W. Himalayas and W. and central Nepal in 
being darker overall-more chestnut above, more olive below. 

Two d d collected by the Sikkim Survey me;lsure: Wing 79; bill 22.5- 
24; tarsus 30-31.5; tail 81-85 mm. Three adults in the Schjlfer Sikkim 
collection have W.ing 79, 81, 82 mm. 

I I ~ S  crimson-brown; bill pale yellow, horny black 01.1 two-thirds basal 
portion of upper mandible; legs and feet brownish plumbeous; claws horny 
brown. 

THE SIKKIM RUSTYCHEEKED SCIMITAR BABBLER 

Pomato~hinzrs ey throger~ys  haringtoni Stuart Baker 
Pornotorhintis er!/throgen!/s haringtoni Stuart Baker, 1914, Bull. Brit. Orn. 

Cl.  33 : 123-Darjeeling. 

F.B.I. 1 : 220 
LOCAL NAME : Yongo-hut-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Olive-brown above. Chin, throat and upper 

breast dark ashy, finely stippled and streaked with white. Centre 
of abdomen white. Sides of breast and body olive-chestnut. Fore- 
head, ear-coverts, sides of neck, thighs and under tail-coverts chestnut. 
A dark moustachial streak. No supercilium. Rather heavy yellowish 
curved pointed bill. White iris. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HARITAT: The co~nmonest scimitar babbler in Sikkim, 
found between about 1 0 0  and 7000 ft. elevation ( R a n g p ,  Gcngtok, 
Penlom La, Kewzing, Rinchinpongj. Inhabits dense scrub on the 
edge of forest, and about abandoned cultivation and in ra~~ines .  

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Eastern Nepal; Bhutan. Otller 
races replace it in the western Himalayas, A~sam hills north and 
south of Brahmaputra River, Burma, Yunnan. 



GENERAL HABITS : Those of the genus. Pairs ill summer; small 
parties in winter. A pair keep in touch with each other by the male 
constantly callin a melodious . . . P (cue pee, accent on Q)  or cue-ook P to which the emale respon promptly with quip. These three 
notes follow one another so quickly that the sound as corning from 
the same bird. The alarm note, a gurg ing cluoik, is similarly 
answered by the female's tcl~ur. 

r 
NESTING: Searon-A ril to June. Nest-a cup  oi' rootlets domed 

with a loose canopy of f ry bamboo leaves. Placed in an earth pocket 
or under a bush on the side of a moist scrub-covered ravine. Eggs- 
normally 3, white, with a pinkish tinge when fresh. Size about 
28x21 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEAhUREMFKT4, E T C .  Tllc ;~d)~Llllllg race of thcb 
W. Himalayas, erythrogenys, is paler above and below and has the chin, throat 
and breast white instead ol dusky grey. An intermediate racc, fcrrugilatus, 
has recently been named by Ripley from western and cer~tral Nepal. It is 
cl inall~ darker than enjthrogenys and paler t11a11 hcrringtor~i. MccleUarult 
of Assam has the flanks more olivaceous, less cheqtnut; chin, throat, breast 
and belly white with a band of triangular brown spots on lower throat and 
rounder ones on sides of breast. 

Two d d collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: Wing 95-96.5; bill 
38-39; tarsus 36.5-38; tail 101-103 mm. 

Nine adults d Q from Sikkim in Schafer's collection give Wing 92-99 (av. 
95.9) mm. 

Iris creamy or greyish white, bill brownish flesh colour, dark brown for 
about half basal portion; legs and feet bro\\ilish flesh colour; claws pale 
horny. 

THE CORALBILLED SCIMITAR BABBLER 

Pmtorh inus  ferruginosus fermginoscls Blyth 
Pornatorhinus ferruginosus Blyth. 1845, lour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 14:  597- 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 20, fig. 3 (facing p. 225) 

F.B.I. 1:  213 
LOCAL NAMES : Piong-kohut or Poniong-hut (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Upper parts rufous olive-bro\vn. Breast and 

centre of abdomen bright ferruginous; rest of underparts olive- 
brown. Forehead rufous. Long white supercilium to nape. Chin, 
cheeks, throat and moustachial streaks white; rest of head including 
ear-coverts black. The deep coral red bill distinguishes it 
immediately from any other scimitar babbler in Sikkim. Sexes alike 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Sparse and local. Gammie found it breed- 
illg at 5000 ft. elevation in the Teesta Valley; Meinertzhagen collected 
specimens above Lachen at 11.700 ft. and Thangu 12,600 fi. in winter 
(26 December and 16 November 1925), therefore it is evidently a high- 
altitude species. .Affects dense shrubhely and ring31 bamboo jungle. 



DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal; Assam hills north of 
Brahmaputra River. Other races in Assam hills sout!~ of the Brahma- 
putra; Burma, Tenasserim, N. Thailand, Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Like the other scimitar babblers, shy and elusive, 
seldom giving a glimpse of itself among the thickets where pairs or 
small parties rummage on the ground, tuining over fallen leaves 
and digging in the earth for insects and their larvae. In addition 
to the low grating chum uttered on alarm, it has a number of musical 
hooting calls. 

NESTING: Season-late April to end June. Nest-a horizontal 
oval ball made of bamboo leaves and grass, lined with soft fibres, 
with entrance hole at one end. Placed a foot or two from the 
ground in a bamboo cluinp or some thick bush. Eggs-3 to 5, pure 
white. Size about 24 x 18 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISIICS, MEASURI.:MENTS, ETC: Stuart Baker givm the 
measurements of this race as: d 9 Wing 90-95; bill 27-28; tarsus c .  SO; tail 
c. 110 mm. 

Iris yellow or golden yellow; bill deep coral red; legs and feet light yellowish 
brown, sometimes with a greenish 01. leaden tinge. 

THE SLENDERBILLED SCIMITAR DABBLER 

Xiphirhynchw suprciliaris srcperciliaris Blyth 
Xiphirhynchws strperciliaris Blyth, 1842, Jowr. AsIut. Soc. Bengal 1 1 :  176- 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 20, fig. 10 (facing p. 225) 

F.B.I. 1 : 224 
LOCAL NAME : Karriok-tamveep (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Between Bulbul and Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: The long, slender, cuived bill is the most 

distinctive feature of this scimitar babbler. Head dark slate, with 
long white supercilium from base of bill. Rest of upper parts 
bright rufous-brown; wings and tail dark brown. Chin and throat 
white; rest of underparts paler rufous-brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommon. Occurs at elevations between 
about 5000 and 10,000 ft. in summer (Chungthang, Gangtok, Singalila 
Ridge); perhaps lower in winter (Badamtan, Darjeeling District, 
c. 2000 ft.-January). Affects dense ringal bamboo thickets on 
mountain-sides. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Eastern Nepal; Bhutan; Assam hills 
north of Brahmaputra River (?); Manipur. The species extends to 
Burma, Yunnan and Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Goes about in pairs or small noisy parties; on 
the whole very like other scimitar babblers. Shy and restless. 
Hunts on the ground and in undergrowth for food-insects m d  
larvae, fruits like raspberries etc. Is very fond of the nectar of the 



T H E  L O N G B I L L E D  W R E N - B A B B L E R  155 

red silk-cotton flowers (Salmdia) for wlich it mounts up into the 
leafless trees. The call is a pleasing ripple of whistling notes. 

NESTING : Season-chiefly May and June. Nest-a large lobular 
structure of dry bamboo leaves and green grass, interming f ed and 
lined with h e  roots and fibres. Placed in the top of an old tree- 
stump or among grass tufts and bushes 2 to 3 ft, above the ground, 
and sometimes on the ground itself. Eggs--3 to 5, white, glossy, 
unmarked, measuring about 24 x 18 mm. 

RACW CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: AII intermediate race, 
irttextrrs, has recently bcen described by Ripley from the Mishmi Hills. It 
is paler than superdliaris and darker and more richly coloured than forrestf 
of Indochina etc. 

The F.B.I. gives the measurements of superdliaris as: d 0 Wing 72-77; 
bill 55-60; tarsus c. 30; tail c. 90 mm. 

For 6 Schafer skins from Sikkim (d 9 )  Stresemann gives Wing 74, 75, 
76, 76, 77, 78 mm. 

Iris reddish brown to almost vermilion; bill black, paler at tip; legs and 
feet dull grey or plumbeous brown. 

THE LONGBLLLED WREN-BABBLER 

Rimutor malacoptilus malacoptilus Blyth 
Rimator malacoptilus Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengd 16: 154- 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 17, fig. 5 (facing p. 208) 

F.B.I. I :  255 
LOCAL NAME : Karriak-tungbrek-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : .  Sparrow. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S  : A brown, stub-tailed, fluffy-plumaged babbler 

with a longish, slightly curved bill. Dark rufescent brown above with 
bdT shaft-streaks. Chin white. Throat, breast and abdomen pa!e 
rufescent brown with whitish shaft-streaks. Sides of body p am 
rufescent brown. Under tail-coverts ferruginous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AM) HABITAT: Rare. Apparently resident at moderate 
elevations, i.e. about 5000 ft. AfFects dense scrub in broken country 
in forest and abandoned clearings. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S ~ M  : Bhutan to E. Assam north and south 
of Brahmaputra River; Manipur; Lushai. Another race in Tonkin 
and Sumatra. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very little known. A great skulker; usually in 
pairs. Chiefly terrestrial, rummaging among fallen leaves and mulch 
for insect food like scimitar babblers. Said to possess a 'sweet 
chirping whistle'. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Seasoil (in Assam) : April to 
July. Nest--large, domed, of dead leaves, bracken fronds, etc. Placed 
on the ground amongst roots of bushes or nt the foot of a tree. 
Eggs--3 or 4, white with a faint lilac tinge, slotted and blotched 
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with reddish or purplish brow11 with paler smears of lilac grey and 
darker reddish brown squiggles. Size about 22 x 16 mm. 

AACIAL CHARACTEIIISTICS, ~IEASUIIL~ . \ I I :N .CS,  ETC: The Fau~ia g i v ~ s  the 
measurements as:  d 9 Wing 57-60; Ili l l  21-24; tarsus c. 23; tail c. 25 mm. 

Iris light red-brown; upper mandil~le dark horny, blackish at base paler 
at tip; gape and edge of lower mandible blackish, remainder pale horny; 
legs and feet pale livid fleshy, brolvnish on tarsi. Solcs, claws and joints 
very pale. 

THE SCALYBREASTED WREN 

Rllicrozira albicenter albiuenter (Hbdgson) 
Tesia (11Diver~ter. Hoclgson, Fel)ri~ary 1637, J o ~ i r .  Asiut. Soc. Bengol 6 :  102- 

Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 458 
LOCAL NAME : Marchok-bong (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A plump, tailless, squamated little ground- 

skulker. Above, rich brown, streaked, spotted and barred with 
fulvous. Wings largely chestnut-brown. Below, chin and throat 
white, the feathers margined with brown. Breast and abdomen white, 
flanks fulvous, all spangled with black producing a scaly effect. The 
species is dimorphic; in the other f o ~ m  golden brown replaces white 
on the underparts in either sex. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not uncommon between about 5000 and 
10,000 ft. elevation (Chungthang, Gangtok, Zemu, Manshitang, 
Lachen, Lachung, etc.). Down to 2000 ft. in winter; up  to 12,000 ft. 
in summer. Affects dense undergrowth of ferns and nettles etc. on 
damp shady hillsides, and in ravines, in evergreen forest. Also 
cardamom plantations. 

DIsTRIBunoN OUTSIDE S I K K L ~ ~ :  E. Nepal; Bhutan; Assam hills N. 
and S. of Brahmaputra River; Burma. The Himalayas west of 
Nepal, and u p  to Kangra Valley, are occupied by the race pallickor. 
The species extends to  Yunnan, Szechwan, Formosa. 

GENERAL HABITS : Terrestrial. Solitary. Bounces like a spring 
toy and creeps about in dense tangled undergrowth, nervously flicking 
its wings like a Phylloscopus, searching amongst the mulch and fern 
stems and roots, over and under decaying, moss-covered, fallen tree- 
trunks for insect food. A great skulker and very difficult to obsewe. 
Its presence in the dense scrub is given away only by its loud, 
squeaky, double-noted call seek . . . sik, exactly like an unoiled 'patla' 
swinging back and forth. Calls markedly ventriloquial, the seek 
seeming to come from an entirely diiferent direction to the sik which 
follows a half second later! Very inquisitive. and whcn agitated 
by the observer's proximity explodes into a scolding, chittering tsik, 
tsik, quite indistinguishable from that of the Brown Wren and remini- 
scent also of the Nepal Wren. I t  is said to have a song (not heartl 
by me), but this has heen ~~nsat is factor i l~  described. 
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NESTING: Seasort-April to June. Nest-either a round ball of 
moss like the Brown Wren's, or built about 3 ft. up in moss growing 
on the trunk of a large tree in the shape of an egg bisected length- 
wise and stuck upright against the trunk by its flat side, leaving an 
entrance at the top. Eggs-3 to 5, white, unmarked, longish ovals. 
Size about 19 x 14 mm. 

RACLAL CHARACTERISTICS, MWSUREWNTS, ETC : In the adjoining west 
Himalayan race, pallidior, the upper parts are more olive and the underparts 
of the fulvous form paler. 

Two specinlens (d  ? )  collected 1)y the Sikkinl Survey lncasure: Wing 
63-64; bill 12.5-13; tarsus 24-25; tail 22-23 mm. 

Two adult Schafer skills (sex ?) have Wing 60, 02 nlm. 
Iris brown; upper mandiblc horny brown, lower brownish flesh colour 

excepting tip u.hich is lmny  brown; Irgs, feet and claws horny brown or 
brownish flesh colo~~r .  

THE BROWN WHEN 
Microura pusilla pusilla (Hodgson) 

P~loepyga pusilla Hodgson, 1845, Proc. 2001. Soc. Loi~doi~ 13: %Nepal. 

Plate 18, fig. 4 (facing p. 209) 

F.B.I. 1: 459 
LOCAL NAhlE: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD C K A R A ~ W S  : An exact miniature of the Scalybreasted Wren, 

with the same dimorphism in the underparts of either sex-white 
and golden brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Fairly common. Normallg, and on the 
whole, a lower-elevation representative of the Scaly reasted Wren, 
from c. 1000 to 6000 ft. (Rangpo, Singtan, Dikchu, Singhik, Dentam, 
Gangtok), with a wide margin of overlap in their altitudinal ranges. 
Less commonly it overlaps the larger species at the higher elevations 
also: Meinertzhagen obtained specimens at Karponang (9000 ft.) and 
Changu (11,700 ft.) in December, and Sandakphu (11,400 ft., 
Dnjeeling District) in January. Affects heavy humid brushwood, 
and tangled undergrowth of ferns, nettles. brambles, etc., and 
cardamom plantations-identical facies with that of the previous - 
bird. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SME;IA~ : Nepal, Bhutan; Assam hills north 
and south of the Brahmaputra; Burma, Thailand, Tunnan, S. China. 
The species extends to hlalaya, Indonesia, Indochina. 

CWIIAL HABITS : Terrestrial, solitary, skulking, restless; very 
similar to those of its larger cownteq~nrt, the Scalybreasted Wren, and 
also T42sia cyar~it-ei~ter. (p. 21.5). The ecology of these damp under- 
growth-l~i~u~lting species appears to 11e identical. 

When pressed or disturbed, it flushes readily but flies only a 
couple of yards, skimming the herbage in a short hop, diving into 



away like a mouse through the moss 
quietly does it move that hardly a 

Thus when further pressed it 
will flush from quite a different spot to where expected, and as 
quickly disappear again. Utters a sharp single tsik every half second 
or so when at ease (as of clicking the tongue against closed teeth), 
and an agitated 'scolding' chimk, chiruk when alarmed. Whether 
it also produces the double noted seek. . . sik of the Scalybreasted 
Wren, or any song, is not reliably recorded. 

NESTING: Season-April to June. Nest--of two types : (1) a pad 
of moss-roots etc. fastened inside living green moss on a tree-bunk 
in wet shady forest, 4 to 6 ft, from the ground or higher, and (2) a 
globular structure of bright green moss lined with moss-roots, built 
in the moss hanging down the face of a vertical rock. Eggs+ 
white, unmarked. Size about 18 x 14 mm. 

RACIAL CHATIACI~ERISTICS, ~IEASUHEMENTS, ETC: The Sikkirn Survey speci- 
mens measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus 
2 d d  50-51 12.5-13 19-20 rnm. 
1 9  50 12.5 19 mm. 
2 o? 51-5:3 13 20 mm. 

Iris brown; bill dark horny brown, paler on lower mandible; legs, feet 
and claws pale horny brown. 

THE TAILED WREN 

Spelaeornis cada tus  (Blyth) 
Tesin caudata Rlyth, 1845, lour. Asiat. Soc. Uerlgcll 14: 5tl&Darjec~ling. 

Plate 18, fig. 2 (facing p. 209) 

F.B.I. 1 : 456 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow-. Slightly larger than the Nepal Wren. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Above, olive-brown scallo ed with black. 

Lores and sides of head grey. Closed wings and tai P chestnut-brown. 
Below, chin and throat chestnut; breast and sides of body paler and 
black spotted. Abdomen black with white streaks and square spots. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Hare, and very little known. The S w e y  
did not come across it. Recorded for Sikkim 'at considerable heights'. 
Meinel-khagen procured a specimen at Phalut (10,400 ft., Darjeeling 
District) in January, in damp undergrowth in thick forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Bhutan. Possibly also Assam hills 
N. of the Brahrnaputra. 

GENERAL HABITS : Terrestrial, restlessly active, inquisitive, and 
typically wren-like. Call unrecorded. 

NESTING : Published records not conlpletely reliable. Season- 
April to June. Nest-described as egg-shaped, of leaves, fine twigs, 
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bracken and grass, with entrance hole near the top. On ground, 
in heavy wet evergreen forest over 8000 ft. elevation. 

HACIAL CHAHACTERISTICS, MEASU~ELIENTS,  ETC: TIIC  faun;^ gives for d Q 
\Ying 47-51; b111 11-17; t~rsub c .  20; tail 31-33 Inrn. 

Iris brown; bill blackish; legs and feet brown. 

THE SPOTTED WREN 

Splaeontis fortuosus (Walden) 
Troglotlytes forn~osus Walden, Jimuary 1874, I l k  91-Darjeeling. 

Plate 18, fig. 1 (facing p. 209) 

F.B.I. 1 :  449 
LOCAL NAME : Marchek-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . Slightly larger than the Nepal Wren. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Above, dark brown. Rump and upper tail- 

coverts tinged with rufous and finely white-and-black spotted. 
Exposed portions of flight feathers barred chestnut and white. 
Below, pale fulvous tinged with rufous, marked with fine white lines 
and triangular spots. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Very little known. I have a sight 
record from Kewzing, c. 7700 ft. (31 March), in dank rhododendron 
forest with thick fern ground cover and mossy rocks and decayin 
trunks of fallen trees, and brushwood. In Bhutan, Ludlow obtaine 
it at 4000 ft. elevation (November) in long grass and scrub. 

% 
DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKICIM : Recorded only from Bhutan, Assam 

hills north of Brahmaputra River; South C I k a  (Fukien). 
GENEEUL WITS: Evidently similar to those of the Scalybreasted 

Wren. Also, according to Ludlow, 'its note resembles that of 
Adicrou.1.a p. p2lsilla (the Brown Wren) but is sharper'. The bird 
glassed at Kewzing was decoyed out of dense fern unde rowth by 7 Mr Lake imitating its squeaky calls-seek . . . sick-whic sounded 
almost identical with those of the commoner scaly-bellied species. 

NESTING : Not authentically recorded. 
RAC- C H A R A C ~ ~ E R I S ~ C S ,  ~ I E . ~ S U R E ~ I E ~ S ,  FTC: DLffers from the Nepal 

Wren (p. 294) in its habitat, larger size, sto~lter bill, more graduated tail, 

and its spott& (not barred) plumage. The Fauna gives the measurements 
as: d Q Wing 49-60; bill 11-12; tarsus 18-19; tail 30 mm. A Stevens specimell 
from Mangpu (4300 ft., N. Benga1)-9 (), 2.xi.1930-in the Chicaqo \ ~ U W U ~  

of Natural History measures: Wing 46.5; bill 14; tarsus 17.5; tail 25 mm. 
Iris brown; bill, legs and feet horny brown. 



HUME'S WEDGEBILLED WREN 

Sphenocichla llu~riei hu'lrtei (hdandelli) 
Heterorltytlcllus hunaei ?tlatldelli, 1873, Stray Feathers 1 : 415-Sikkiin. 

F.B.I. 1 : 461 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow + . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S :  A stout, squat, heavy looking wren with 

powerful legs and feet (as in the laughing thrushes, Garrulm spp.), 
and conical sharp-pointed blackish bill. About., rich golden brown 
with a black scaly pattern, the feathers narrowly barred with 
blackish except on crow11 and nape. Finely white-streaked on 
forehead, crown, neck and mantle. A broad white supercilium 
from back of eye to nape. Closed wings blackish edged with 
golden brown. Tail golden brown narrowly cross-barred with black. 
Below, dark brown narrowly scalloped and streaked with white. 
Abdomen ashy grey. Under tail-coverts golden brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND WITAT: Very rare. No investigator seems to have 
come across it in Sikkim since first obtained there by Mandelli's 
collectors over 80 years ago. 

D I s T R I s u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIAL: Only known from the Aka Hills 
(Balipara Frontier Tract, Assam), where a single specimen ( 9 ) was 
collected by G. S. Lightfoot at 4000 ft. elevation, in December 1938 
(JBNHS 41: 419). 

GENERAL HABITS AND NESTING : Unknown. 
MEASUREMENTS: Mandelli's specimens in the British Museum, according to 

the Fauna, measure: Wing 70-74; bill 22-24; tarsus 26-27; tail 64-71 mm. 

THE ASSAM REDFRONTED BABBLER 

Stach.yris rufifrons ambigua (Harington) 
Stacl~yridopsis rtrfifrot~s atnbigua Harington, 1915, Jotrr. Bombay Nut.  Hist. 

Soc. 23: GSI-Giu~ijong, N .  Cachar. 

Plate 21, fig. 7 (facing p. 272) 

F.B.I. 1 : 269 
LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Confusingly like S. ruficeps (next species) 

superficially. Distinguished from it by white (instead of yellow) chin 
and throat with black shaft-streaks. Sides of head more ashy; lores 
and ring romlcl eye paler. Rufous cro\\ln tl~lller, not extending to 
nape, and with the black shaft-lilies more distinct. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Occupies a lower altitl~dinal zone ill Sikkiln 
than the Redheaded Babbler (next), i.e. u p  to bemeen 2000 and 
3000 ft. 
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D I S ~ B U T I O N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan (duars) to head of Assam 
Valley; Assam, Manipur. Other races in Burma, Yunnan, Thailand, 
Malaya, Indochina, Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to the next. Has been reported some- 
times taking insects on the wing like a flycatcher. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. hTest and eggs not dserent 
from those of the Redheaded Babbler. The breeding areas of the 
two often overlap, so that unless the owners are actually taken on 
the nest their identity remains in doubt. 

IIACML CIIARACTERISTICS, M E A S U R E M E N T S ,  ETC: For diagnosis see under 
S. T .  ruficeps and also Macroilous g. rubricapilla (p. 164). 

The Fauna gives the measurements as: d 9 Wing 48-53; bill 9-10; tarsus 
17-18; tail 46-48 mm. 

Iris brown or reddish brown; bill dark grey or bluish horn; legs and feet 
greenish yellow or olive. 

THE REDHEADED BABBLER 

Stachyris ruficeps ruficeps Blyth 
Stnchyi.is rtificeps Blyth, 1847, lour. Asiut. Soc. Bengal 16: 45LDarjecling. 

F.B.I. 1 : 268 
LOCAL NAME : Syak-birang-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Olive-brown above with rufous tinge; fulvous 

yellow below with sides of body, thighs and under tail-coverts tinged 
with olive. Forehead, crown and nape bright chestnut, the frontal 
feathers with faint black shaft-streaks. Chin and throat yellow with 
conspicuous black shafts. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Resident at moderate elevations, seasonally 
between about 2000 and 7000 ft. (Chungthang, Gangtok); occasionally 
higher. Mects thick undergrowth, scrub and bamboo jun le. % DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S M K I ~ Z  : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam ills north 
and south of the Brahmaputra River; Naga Hills; Manipur. The 
species occurs in N. Burma, Thailand, Yunnan, Annam, Indochina, 
Hainan, Formosa. 

GENERAL HABITS: Social and arboreal. Very similar to the next 
and to the numerous other small babblers, the restless, active, tnixed 
hunting parties of which are such a feature of the bird life at moderate 
elevations in the eastern Himalayas. The low conversational 
chittering as the birds move about in the undergro\vth is reminiscent 
of Duinetia hyperytl~ra. A low soft whistle is also uttered. 

NESTING : Season-April to June. Nest-of two ty les, (1) a deep I' cup, (2) domed, oval-shaped, with lateral entrance 110 e. Built fairly 
compactly of dry bamboo leaves etc. lined with fine grasses, in lo\v 
shrubs. Eggs-white, finely spotted and blotched with brown or 
reddish brown. inore densely at the broad end. Size about 
16 x 13 mm. 

11 
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RAC~AL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREA~ENTS, ETC: Distinguishable from S, r. 
rufifrons by its fulvous yellow underparts and yellow throat, as against tawny 
buff underparts and white throat in that species. Either of them may easily 
be confused in the field with the Yellowbreasted Rabl~ler, A4acror1ous g. 
rubricapillu (p. 164), found in the foothills at practically plains level. 

The Fauna gives the measurements as: d 0 Wing 54-58; bill c .  10; tarsus 
17-18; tail 50-52 mm. Ten specimens collected in Sikkim by Schiifer have 
Wing 52 ($2) to 57, (d)--average 54.6 mm. 

Iris light brown to red; upper mandible plumbeous, lower pale flesh; Icgs 
and feet brownish yellow, greenish brown, or yellowish grey. 

THE NEPAL GOLDENHEADED BABBLER 

Stmlym's chrysuea chysaea Blyth 
Stachyris chrysaeu Blytll, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Beltgal 13: 379-Nepal, 

Arakan. 

Plate 21, fig. 1 (facing p. 272) 

F.B.I. 1: 265 
LOCAL NM : Syak-birang-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Bright olive-yellow above; bright yellow below. 

Forehead, crown and nape bright golden yellow, the last two streaked 
with black. Lores and a short moustachial streak black. Ear-coverts 
oil-yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident at moderate elevations up  to about 
6000 ft. (Toong, Gangtok). Affects dense bushes and undergrowth 
in humid secondary jungle and abandoned forest clearings. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SLZCIUM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam, Manipur. 
Other races extend the species to Malaya, Indochina and Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to those of the blackthroated species 
(S. nigriceps) with which, together with other small babblers, fly- 
catchers, etc., it habitually associates in hunting parties. Feeds 
among low cover and bamboo clumps, as well as up in the foliage 
canopy of trees, clinging to sprigs and peering under leaves in 
search of insects like a tit. The mixed flocks work feverishly, and 
sweep on rapid1 from tree to tree. A low twittering cheep is 
constantly ut terel  

NESTING : Season-May to July. Nest-loosely domed, of bamboo 
leaves, more or less like that of the Blackthroated Babbler but 
smaller. Also in similar situations. E g g s 4 ,  pure white, measuring 
about 16 x 12 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Stuart Baker gives the 
measurements as: d 9 Wing 48-51; bill c. 12; tarsus 18-19; tail c .  50 mrn. 
As against the above, Stresemann measures 3 specimens (sex ?) collected by 
Schafer in Sikkim: Wing 53, 53, 56 mm. 

Iris golden brown or light brown; upper mandible dark slaty horn; lower 
mandible paler; legs and feet pale yellowish brown to greenish I~rown. 



T H E  S I K K I M  B L A C K T H R O A T E I )  B A B B L E R  163 

THE SIKKIM BLACKTHROATED BABBLER 

Stachyris nigriceps iligriceps Blyth 
Stachyris nigriceps Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiut. Soc. Berigal 1 3 :  37GNepal .  

Plate 21, fig. 6 (facing p. 272) 

F.B.I. 1:  264 
LOCAL NAME : Sangriam-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Rich olive-brown above; bright fulvous below. 

Flanks, abdomen and under tail-coverts tin red with olivaceous. 
Forehead, crown and nape black streaked wi$ white. Chin grey; 
throat deep blackish grey. Cheeks white. Ear-coverts golden brown. 
A conspicuous blackish supercilium. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident at low and moderate elevations 
(Dikchu, Gangtok), up  to at least 6000 ft., according to Stevens. 
Affects secondary scrub and bamboo jungle. 

DIsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal; Bhutan; Assam hills north 
of Brahmaputra River. Other races occur in Assam (south of the 
Brahrnaputra), Burma, Yunnan, Malaya, Indochina, Indonesia, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in flocks of 6 to 8 or more, commonly 
associated with other small babblers in the itinerant hunting 
A great skulker in thickets and shrubbery, and difficult to o %arties. serve. 
Very active and restless and incessantly on the move. When one 
bird flies across to another thicket, the rest prom tly follow in dis- d orderly twos and threes, and the flock thus rapi ly flows on in its 
quest for food. This behaviour is typical of many of the smaller 
babblers found in Sikkim. Food: almost entirely insects. These are 
obtained among the lower growth and not on the ground as with 
scimitar babblers. Flower nectar is also eaten. It has an occasional 
low, sweet, rather mournful whistle. 

NESTING: Season-April to June. Nest-a cu of soots, fibres, B fern fronds, etc., loosely covered on the outside and omed (or partiall 
domed with dry bamboo leaves. Placed either on sloping grQundl 
concea 1 ed in bushes, or low down in a bamboo clump or thicket, 
well camouflaged. Eggs-normally 4, pure white, measuring about 
19 x 15 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERIS'IICS, MEASU~EMENTS, ETC: 111 this race the throat is 
blaclcisli grey conspicuously mottled with white. 

A specimen (o?) collected by the recent Survey measures: Wing 60; bill 
17; tarsus 22; tail 51.5 mm. Stresemann gives the \Ying of 3 skins (sex ?) 
in the Schafer Sikkim collection as 58, 59, 62 mm. 

Iris pinkish biscuit colour, oriulge-11rov:n or rctldis!~ b~.o\r,n; upper ~nandible 
horny brown, lower mandible pale flesh colour, darker in summer; legs and 
feet olive-yellow. 



THE YELLOWBREASTED BABBLER 

Macronow gwlaris rmbricapilla (Tickell) 
A4otacilln rubricapilln Tickell, Nov. 1833, Jour. Asint. Soc. Be~rgtrl 2 :  

576-Boral,hi1m. 

F.B.I. 1:  273 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Upper plumage olive-green. Crown pale 

ferruginous; supercilium, lores ant1 forehead yellow, the latter two 
with black shafts. Cheeks, chin, throat and upper abdomen yellow; 
rest of lower plumage dull ashy yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AM) HABITAT: A low-elevation species, only observed by 
the Survey at Rangpo (Teesta Valley), c. 1200 ft. According to 
Stevens 'probably does not occur beyond the base of the foothills'. 
Frequents secondary and bamboo jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Eastern Nepal, Bhutan duars (?), 
Bengal, Assarn, eastern hladhya Pradesh, Orissa, Visakhapatnam 
Ghats, Arakan. Other races extend the species to Thailand, Malaya, 
etc. 

GENERAL =BITS: Very similar to the Staclzyris group of babblers. 
While feeding, a flock keeps up a soft conversational pick, pick etc. 
Call: kew-kew-kew-kew etc. repeated for several minutes at a 
stretch, occasionally varied by a harsh chrr-chi-choo; the former 
somewhat reminiscent of the tailor bird (Orthotmtrs), but louder 
and richer. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest-roughly domed, of 
grass and bamboo leaves, 4 or 5 ft. up in a bamboo clum Eggs- 

or reddish brown. Size about 1 7 X  13 mm. 
P; normally 3, white with numerous small specks and blotc es of red 

RACIAL CHARACTERLSTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: d 9 Wing 53-58; bill 
10-11; tarsus c. 18; tail 52-54 mm. (Fauna). 

Iris whitish yellow; bill slate, darker on upper mandible; legs and feet 
pale brown. 

THE BENGAL REDCAPPED BABBLER 

Tindia pileatn bengalensis Godwin-Austen 
Timalin bengalensis Goclwin-Austen, 1872, Jour. .4sitrt. Soc. Rer~gol 41: 143- 

Khnsia Hills. 

Plate 17, fig. 1 (facing p. 208) 

F.B.I. 1 : 226 
LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE : Sparrow + . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A small, restless, gregarious br~bbler. Abmle, 

forehead white, continued backward as a prominent streak on either 



side above the eyes. Crown tleep rufous. Up Ier plumage fulvous 
olive-brown; ashy on mantle with blackish s b aft-streaks. Below, 
cheeks, chin, throat and breast white, the last with narrow black 
shaft-lines. Sides of neck and sides of breast deep grey. Rest af 
underparts fermginous, tinged with olivaceous on sides of abdomen. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Mainly a plains dweller and up to c. 3000 ft. 
elevation, affecting low-lyin swampy areas with tall grass and scrub. 

border o f Sikkim. 
f Accordin to Stevens, recor ed for the Iowa hills along the (southern) 

A skulker in tall grass and bushes, seldom exposing itself to view. 
Its presence is usually announced by its sharp conversational calls-a 
rolling pweu;; reminiscent of the note of the Black-and-Yellow 
Grosbeak. 

THE GREAT PARROTBILL 

Conostma mmodiunt Hodgson 
Conostoma aemodi~rs Hodgson, 1841. Jcur. Asint. Soc. Bellgal 10: 857- 

Northern regions of Nepal. 

Plate 25, fig. 5 (facing p. 336) 

F.B.I. 1 : 104 
LOCAL NAME : Lho-rannio-pho (Lepclla). 
SIZE : Myna + . 
FIELD C H ~ A C T E R S :  A mouse-brown bird resembling a large 

laughing thrush, with an upright carriage and prominent whitish fore- 
head, dark l o r e  ,and stout orange-yellow bill. 

Abme, rufous olive-brown includin .in s and tail. A dark f "  brown patch round eye extending to bi . Below, chin, throat and 
sides of head vinous brown; rest of underparts paler. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident in a high zone from 10.000 to 
12,000 ft. (Singalila Ridge, Gnatong, Karponang, etc.), descending to 
some 6000 ft. in winter. Affects dense thickets of 'maling' bamboo, 
and rhododendron scrub. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKICIILI : Nepal, Bhutan, N. Assam, N. 
Burmese hills, N. Yunnan, Szecl~wan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Pairs or small parties, often associated with 
laughing thrushes. which the bird superficially resembles in appear- 
ance and habits. Like thein it hops about among the bamboo stems 
or on the ground, even in snow, and rummages for beetles and other 
insects. Bamboo shoots. crab-apple seeds and wild raspberries are 
also eaten. Stanford found it unafraid and intensely curious, being 
readily decoyed by an imitation of its calls. These are described as 
a foulfold grating croak, a clear inusical tl;heou, wheou, and a churr. 

NESTING: Sea.~on-May-June. A Q collected by Stevens on 
15 March had a coarsely granular ovary, as sketched on the label. 
Nest-a deep compact cup of coarse grass and bamboo leaves. lined 



thickly with fine grass stems; built in a clump of 'maling' bamboos. 
Eggs-2 or 3, white, sparsely blotched, streaked and smudged with 
yellowish brown or reddish, more densely at the broad end where 
there may also be some inky purple spots and clouds. Size about 
28 X21 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Conostoma is characterized 
by a tail longer than the wing, with the rectrices considerably less graduated 
than in the genus Poradoxornis. Its bill also is proportionately less deep and 
parrot-like than in Porudoxornis. 

Stevens gives the Wing of 2 d d as 125-128 mm. A 9 from Gnatong 
in the Stevens Sikkim collection, Chicago Mus. of Nat. Hist. (No. 84770), 
measures: Wing damaged; bill 23; tarsus 40; tail 130 mm. 

According to the Fauna, d 9 Wing 130-133; bill c. 20; tarsus c. 37; 
tail c. 140 mm. 

Iris pale orange-yellow; bill ochraceous yellow, lighter at bip; legs and 
feet ochraceous or p luml~eo~~s  horn. (Whistler MS.) 

THE BROWN PARROTBILL 

Pnradoxornis unicolor unicolor (Hodgson) 
Heteromorphn unicolor EIodgson, 1843, Jotir. Asiot. Soc. Bengol 12 : 448 

(pl. facing p. 450)-Cachar, Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 208 
LOCAL NAME : Lho-rannio-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A b r o m  babbler-like bird with conspicuous 

black eyebrow and short thick yellow bill. Aboue, olive-brown 
tinged with rufous on tail and wings. Forehead and short thick 
crest rufous-brown; sides of head vinous brown. Black lores and 
supercilia well defined, reachin to the nape. Below, chin vinous 
brown; throat and sides of nec greyish brown; rest of underparts 
dull fulvous. Sexes alike. 

1 
STATUS AND HABITAT : Uncommon and local. Resident, according 

to Stevens, in the interior of Sikkim between 6500 and 10,000 ft. 
(Kedom, Lachung Valley, Lachen, Singalila Ridge). Meinertzhagen 
obtained a specimen near Changu at 11,200 ft. in December. Affects 
dense 'maling' bamboo and dwarf rhododendron growth. 

DISTRTBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet (Hima- 
layan facies). 

GENEEUL HABITS : A high-elevation bird regarding which little is 
known. Small parties of half a dozen or so skulk about in bamboo 
jungle, seldom flying far even when fired at, merely fluttering into 
denser cover. Meinertzhagen records 'chirrups and a sort of bleating 
sound for many minutes' when a party was alarmed. 

NESTING: Unknown. A male collected by Mr C. M. Inglis at 
Tonglu (c.  10,000 ft.-Darjeeling District) at the end of June had 
greatly enlarged testes. 
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RACUL CHARACTERIS'IICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: For 5 Sikkim specimem, 
Stevens gives the following measurements : 

Wing Bill 
4 d d  85-92 (av. 88.8) 14-15 (av. 14.6) mm. 
1 9  88 14 mm. 

D r  Dillon Ripley measures a male collected by him in eastern Nepal: 
Wing 92; bill 15; tail 99+ (worn). A Schifer specimen from Lachen ( c f ,  27 
August) has Wing 86 mm. (Stresemann). 

'Iris stone-grey of a beautiful tint; bill fleshy yellow for two-thirds. 
remaining portion at tip of both mandil~les lighter yellow; tarsus grwnish 
grey' (Stevens). 

THE FULVOUSFRONTED PARROTRILL 

Paradoxornis fulvifrons fulvifrons (Hodgson) 
Ternnoris fulvifrons Hodgson, Aug. 1845, Proc. 2001. Soc. London: 31- 

Nepal. 

Plate 24, fig. 2 (facing p. 289) 

F.B.I. 1 : 113 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE: Sparrow-. About that of a munia. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Above, forehead, short supercilium, and 

centre of crown bright orange-fulvous. Back yellowish olive. 
Wings orange-brown and dark brown, with some white. Below, 
chin, cheeks, sides of neck, and breast bright orange merging into 
deep grey and white on flanks and abdomen. Under tail-coverts 
fulvous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Sparingly distributed at about 
8500 to 12,000 ft. (Singalila Ridge, Karponang). Range coincident, 
according to Stevens, with that of the high-elevation bamboos 'prong' 
(Arundinaria uristato) and 'maling' (A. rammaw), the dense thickets 
of which it frequents. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIIUCIM: Nepal and Bhutan. Other races in 
S. Tibet, NW. Yunnan, Szechwan and Shensi. 

GENERAI, WITS:  Apparently not differing from those of 
P. nl. humii (below). The same feverish haste characterizes their 
foraging, while a continuous twitter of faint mousy cheeps is uttered 
by the members of a flock as they work restlessly up and down 
bamboo culms and leaves. The recorded food is insects and bamboo 
shoots. 

NESTING : Nothing recorded. 
RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, hEASLn\EMENTS, ETC: Stevens gives the measure- 

ments of specimens collected in eastern Nepal and Sikkim as: 
Wing Bill 

d d 56-57. 7 mm. 
Q Q 55-50 6.5-7 nim. 

Tarsus 20-22; tail c. 66 mm. (Stuart Raker). 



'Iris red-brown; bill horny pink; c111lne11 \vith a broad L11lc1 ~ l i~rk hor~ry; tarsus 
brownish plumbeous' (Stevens). 

THE BLACKFRONTED PARROTBILL 

Paradoxovnis nipalensis hiclnii (Sharpe) 
S~rtlior~a hirlriii Sharpe, 1883, Cat. Rirds Brit. Mus. 7 : 487-Nepal. 

Plate 24, fig. 1 (facing p. 289) 

F.B.I. 1 : 110 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . About that of the Redheaded Tit. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A tiny bird, bright orange-brown above 

crown and nape; bluish grey below, with the flanks, vent 
and un er tail-coverts fulvous. Forehead and broad supercilium includin% 
from bill to nape black. Chin and throat black, the latter looking 
like a bib. Lores, cheeks, and a short line above eye white. Ear- 
coverts and sides of neck orange-chestnut. A good deal of black 
and white in the wings. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident, normally between 4000 and 8000 ft. 
(Singhik, Gangtok, Manshitang, etc.). Meinertzhagen collected a 
specimen near Changu a t  11,200 ft. Generally distributed but not 
common. Affects mixed secondary and bamboo jungle. 

D I s T R I B U n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal through to E. Bhutan. 
The nominate race (nipalensis) is restricted by Ripley to the 
Kathmandu Valley, central Nepal. The species, in other races, 
extends eastward to  the hills of Assam, including the Mishmis. Also 
hills of Burma, Thailand and on into Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Sociable and confiding little birds, rather 
reminiscent of the Redheaded Tit. Large flocks of 30 or more, often 
in association with parties of other small babblers and tits, hunt 
with feverish activity among bamboo clumps and low bushes, 
clinging to sprigs and leaves in acrobatic positions in search of 
insect food. The flock keeps up  a continuous twittering chirrup. 
A feature of these gatherings is the speed and energy with which 
the birds work their way from one tree or bamboo clump to another. 
Suddenly one bird flies off to the next tree and the entire flock 
flows xfter him in a disorderly stream; and anon they are off to the 
next tree. Interspersed in this round of feverish activity are short 
pauses of rest when some members of the flock will huddle together 
along a branch like mlinias to preen and relax. But this is only 
momentary, for soon the birds stream on with the rest of the flock. 

NESTING: seas or^-May-June. Nest-a tiny, neat and compact 

cLIE of bamboo leaves and fine grasses, coated on the outside with 
co webs, lined with finer grasses and root hairs. Fixed in a cluster 
of twigs springing from a bamboo node, or in a busll, less than two 
feet from the ground. Eggs-2 to 4, a beautiful pale blue. Size 
about 16 x 12 mm. 
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HACIAL CHAIIACTERISTICS, ME4StiF!EhfENTS, ETC: Tllr? wf2Stcrll or cerltral 
Nepal (typical) race, with whirl1 humii intergrades in E. Nepal, hw  the crown 
ashy brown, upper pli~mage orange-browrr, ear-coverts slaty blue. Humif has 
both crown and upper plumage ornnge-l)rouln, ear-coverts orange-chestnut. 

Wing d 9 45-48; bill c. 7; tarsus: c. 19; tail c. 52 rnm. 
Five specimens (sex ?) collectc.d by Schgfcr have Wing 48-51 mm. (Strese- 

rnann). 
Iris brown; bill black (Stevensj, horn yellow (Meinertzhagen); legs and 

feet slaty blue or pale plurnbeous. 

THE LESSER REDHEADED PARROTBILL 

Pa~adolrmnis atrosupe~*ciliaris oatesi (Sharpe) 
Suthora oatesi Sharpe, 1908, Handl. Gen. Bds. 4 :  70. New name for 
Chleuu~icus ruficeps Blyth, 184.5, lour. Asiat. Soc. Betlgal 1 4 :  578- 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 24, fig. 1 (facing p. 289) 

F.B.I. 1 : 114 
LOCAL NAME : Chongto-phep-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Above, forehead, rounded tuit-like crest, nape, 

and hindneck bright chestnut; sides of head and neck paler. Rest 
of upper parts rufous-brown, deeper on wings and tail. Below, 
white, tinged with pink on breast and finely hlack-streaked on chin. 
Sexes alike. 

Differs from the better known Blackbrowed Parrotbill ( P . u .  
atrosupercilimris) of the Assam hills, N. Burma, etc. in being less 
richly coloured and in lacking the short black line over and behind 
the eye. 

Easily co~lfused with Pamcfotrorttis 1.1~fi-s (below), but is smaller 
and has a blunter bill and more graduated tail. 

STATUS AND HABrrAT: Has been obtained in Sikkim, but no details 
recorded. Believed to be resident at about 7000 ft. elevation. Not 
met with by any recent investigator, and evidently very rare. 

THE REDHEADED PARROTBILL 

Paradmornis ruficeps ruficeps Blyth 
Paradosornis ntficel~s Blyth, 1842. .lour. Asiat. Soc. Berlgal 11: 177- 

Bhutan 

F.B.I. 1 : 116 
LOCAL NAME : Chongto-phep-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Slightly larger than the last but othenvise very 

similar to it and difficult to distinguish in the field. The bill is less 
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blunt and the tail less graduated. Also, lower parts white, washed 
with rust colour on the flanks and under tail-coverts. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Locally distributed at moderate elevations, 
between 2000 and 5000 ft., with some up-and-down seasonal move- 
ment. Mects scrub and bamboo jungle. 

DrsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan and eastward to the Miri 
and Abor hills, north of Brahmaputra River. The species extends 
through Assam and Burma to Tenasserim; N. Yunnan; Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Social. Usually in pairs or small parties in 
association with hunting flocks of minlas, barwings and other insecti- 
vorous birds. Actions and behaviour like tits and the smaller 
parrotbills, but slower. Also reminiscent of the Yelloweyed Babbler 
(Chrysmma). Flight: we,& like a babbler's-a few wing flaps 
followed by a short glide. A great skulker, and when disturbed 
makes its way from reed to reed without showing itself and disappears 
in dense cover. Call: described as 'a squirrel-like chitter interrupted 
with a series of rather slowly pronounced double notes tee-ur'. 
Another cry is said to be exactly like the bleating of a young goat 
kid. A peculiar snapping of the bills may be heard from a party 
feeding amongst reeds. Mainly insectivorous, but also eats seeds. 

N E S ~ N G  : Season-late April to June. Nest-a deep compact cup 
of coarse grass with some cobwebs, lined with fibrous threads from 
bamboo stems. Placed in a small sapling in evergreen forest, or 
in a bamboo clump in bamboo jungle. Eggs-2 to 4, of two types: 
(1) white to dull creamy, marked with light to dark brown smudges 
and blotches, more niimerous at the larger end, and (2) blue-grey or 
greenish grey with the markings darker brown (or blackish) and 
paler reddish brown. Size about 23 x 17 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS. ~ I E A S U R E M E ~ S ,  ETC : The better known race 
bnkeri of Assam has the underparts more buffish white. 

Wing d 9 84-86; hill c. 14; tarsus c. 29; tail c. 85 mm. 
Iris deep red-brown; eye-rim (circumorbital skin) slaty blue; bill horny 

brown above, fleshy horn below; mouth slaty blue; legs and feet plumbeous 
blue; claws brown. 

THE GREYHEADED PARROTBILL 

Paradoaornis gularis gularis Gray 
Pnrcidoxornis gulnris Gray, 1845, Gen. Birds 2 :  389 (pl. 94, fig. 2) ex 

Horsfielcl MS.-Sikkim (Bhutan). 

F.B.I. 1:  118 
LOCAL NAME : Chongto-phep-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Aboue, rufous-brown, with darker wings and 

tail. Forehead black continued behind in two lines to the nape on 
either side of crown. Crown and nape dark grey. Lores, face and 
cheeks greyish. Below, chin grey; upper throat black. Rest of lower 
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plumage white, faintly washed with fulvous on sides of breast and 
abdomen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Evidently scarce and locaL Recorded in 
Sikkim between 3600 and 8000 ft. elevation. Affects bamboo and 
scrub jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan; Miri Hills (north of 
Brahrnaputra River). The hills of Assam south of the Brahmaputra, 
N. Burma, S. Shan States and Karenni are occu ied by the race 
trm.s$da~is. The species extends to Thailancf Szechwan and 
S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to other parrotbills. Small parties of 
6 or 8 birds in bushes and low trees in scattered bamboo jungle, 
apparently not often consorting with the mixed hunting parties. A 
loud call of 4 notes is used when one bird of a pair is calling to the 
other (Smythies). 

NESTING: The only specific record for Sikkim is Mandelli's, who 
found a nest at 8000 ft. on 17 May: a massive compact cu of 
coarse grass thinly bound with 'wild silk' on the exterior and f ined 
with 'extremely fine grass stems'. Placed in a fork amongst the 
branches of a medium sized tree, 30 feet from the ground. Eggs-2 
or 3, similar in colour and markings to those of Paradoxornis 
~mficeps. Size about 21x15 mm. Schafer obtained a nestling at 
Gangtok on 14 June. 

RACIAL CHARAC~FRISTICS. MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The race transfluvialis is 
somewhat smaller ('Wing 86-89.5') and has the whole of the underside suffused 
with fulvous. 

Stuart Baker gives the following measurements for typical guloris: d 0 
Wing 90-95; bill 10-13 long and 10-1 1 deep; tarsus c. 27; tail c.  80 mm. 

Four Schifer skins from Ga~rgtok, 11-25 Jnnuary (sex ?), !lave Wing 89-90 mm. 
Iris red-brown; bill ciironle yellow; legs and fcet greenish horn. (Whistler 

MS.) 

GOULD'S PARROTBILL 

Paradoxornis flavirostris flavirostris Gould 
Paradoxornis flavirostris Gould, 1936, Proc. 2001. Soc. Lorldoi~: 17-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1 :  105 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S :  A fulvous brown bird like a babbler with 

chestnut head, black-and-white face and throat, and short, deep, 
yellow, parrot-like bill. 

Head and sides of neck dull pale chestnut; throat, lores, and 
ear-coverts black; a broad white patch below the eye extending to 
sides of throat, mottled with black. Chin white, barred with black. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident from the foothills up to about 
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7000 ft. elevation (Rangiroon, Dar'eelinr District, 6300 ft.- 
Meinertzhagen). ARects bamboo jungle an2 tliickets of reeds and 
coarse grass in wet or boggy patches in jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIAI : Eastern Himalayas from Nepal to 
the Mishmi Hills. Also Assam hills south of the Brahmaputra River, 
Chin Hills, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS: A skulker; shy and difficult to observe. Small 
parties of 5 to 7 move about amongst reeds and bamboos, the birds 
seldom showing themselves except in the early mornings and before 
sunset when they clamber up to the tops of the reeds and make 
short flights across. Their presence within a reed patch is revealed 
by the curious sound of their mandibles nibbling at t,he grasses; also 
by a striking whistle phew-phew-phew-phuit, commencing in a low 
tone and ascendin rapidly in scale and volume. Food: bamboo 7 shoots and vegetab e matter, and insects. 

NESTING: Season-April to June. Nest-a deep compact cup of 
coarse grass and bamboo leaves and bark, bound with cobweb and 
lined with finer grasses. Suspended between stems of reeds 3 to 
5 ft. up, or placed among the clusters of twigs sprouting from a 
bamboo node. Eggs-normally 2 or 3, white, s arsely speckled at 
the broad end with pale reddish or deep reddish rown. Size about 
22 x 16 mm. 

f 
RACIAL CHARACTERLSTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The race guttntico!lis, of 

Assam (exact distribution undetermined) and N. Burma to W. China, differs in 
having the throat pale fulvor~s with black arrow-head markings and no black 
band bordering it below. 

Stuart Baker gives the measurements of flaoirostris as: d. 9 Wing 85-90; 
bill c. 12; tarsus c. 30; tail 100-110 mm. 

Iris olive-brown or recl-brown; bill bright yellow, horny white at tip; legs 
nncl feet plumbeous. 

THE WHITETHROATED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Garrulax albogularis albogi~laris (Gould) 
Ianthocirlcla albogularis Gould, 1836, Proc. 2001. SOC. London: 187-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 153 
LOCAL NAME : Karriam-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Pigeon - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A large uncrested laughing thrush, olive- 

brown above, bright ferruginous below. Glistening white cheeks, 
throat and breast bordered by a broad olive-l~rown pectoral band. 
White tips of tail feathers show up strikingly as a broad white 
terminal band, especially in flight and whilst alighting. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not uncommon, but very local and patchy, 
between about 5500 and 9000 ft. elevation (Toong, Manshitang, 
Pemionche, Gangtok, Lachen, Lachung). Affects fore~t.  preferal~ly 
thin and open, and scrubby hillsides. 
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D r s m u s u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal; Bhutan. The west Hima- 
layan race whistleri ranges from the Murree hills to Garhwal 
and Kumaon. 

GENERAL HABITS: Sociable and regarious; in cvery way typical 7 of the laughing thrushes. Common y associates with tree pies, Blue 
Magpies, jays and other laugl-ling thrushes. Flocks of 30 or more 
sometimes seen in harvested fields, ho pin about on the ground 
like Jungle Babblers and digging with t R eir % ills for food (insects 3). 
They have peculiar hissing, s uealing notes arid are very noisy, 

excitement. 
9, bursting into choruses of squea y 'laughter' on any disturbance or 

NESTING: Season-April to June. Nest-a cu of coarse grass, 
creepers, moss, etc., usually lined with fine roots an b? such-like material; 

aced in a small tree or shrub 3 to 10 feet up. Eggs--3 or 4, deep 
ue, unmarked, glossy. Size about 29x21 mm. 
RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, ~.IEASUREMENTS, ETC: The better known race of 

the western Himalayas, whistleri, has the upper parts paler and more greyish 
The red of the underparts is paler. It is also somewhat larger in size. 

Thirteen adult speoimens (d 9)  collected by Schafer in Sikkirn have Wing 
128-138 mm. (av. 131.4 mm.). 

Iris bluish white; bill black, brownish at tip; legs and feet pale lead grey. 

THE NECKLACED LAUGJXING THlIUSH 

G w d m  moniligerus nun~iligem (Hodgson) 
Cir~closonla mor~iligera Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 147-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 151 
LOCAL NAMES : 01-pllo (Lepcha); Piang-kam (Bhutia). 
SIZE : Pigeon - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Very similar to the Blackgol-getted Laughing 

Thrush (below), but somewhat smaller and lacks the black atch on 
wing-shoulder. A white line from base of bill bordering t e black 
cheeks. Sexes alike. 

R 
STATUS AND HABITAT: hlore or less coincident with the next species. 

A low-level and foothills laughing thrush, not usually met with above 
3500 ft. in Sikkim (Singhik). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE s ~ l i l i ~ ~ :  Nepal; Bhiital; Assan1 hills north 
and south of Brahmaputra River. Overall species distribution about 
the same as pectoralis with a parallel breaking-up into races. 

GENERAL HABITS : Similar to the Blackgorgetted Laughing Thrush. 
NESTING: Season, site, nest and eggs differ in no way from the 

above, only the eggs average srnnller. about 28.5~21.5  mm. 
RACIAL CHARACTERISTIC:S, A I E A S U R E ~ I E W I . ~ ,  ETC: NO speci~nel~s collected in 

Sikkim, but for co~nparisoll of size with pectora!is, the measurements of t u o  
males from the Lohit Valley (NE. Ass:~~ii) are as iollows: 

Wing 120; bill 29-30: tarsus 40.5-43: tail 126-132 mnl. 
Lris yello\v, orange-yello\v, or rcdclisli >.cllo\v: 1,iH black; legs and feet 

bro\i~li or bro\i~ish flesh. 
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THE BLACKGORGETTED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Ga~-/uSui\: pectolnlis i)telartotis Blyth 
Garrulax melanotis Blyth, 1843, lour. Asiut. SOC.  Betigal 1 2 :  949-Arakan. 

F.B.I. 1 : 150 
LOCAL NAME : 01-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Pigeon - . 
FIELD C H A R A C ~ R S  : A large uncrested laughing thrush, olive-brown 

above with a fulvous collar on hindneck; fulvous white below with a 
prominent black collar across breast commencing at gape and 
continuing down side of neck. A narrow white supercilium. Ear- 
coverts variable: all black, black-and-white, or all white. A black 
patch on wing-shoulder (primary coverts). Tail broadly tipped with 
black and white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Erratic and local. At low and moderate 
elevations along the Teesta, Rangeet, and other deep river valleys, 
and up to about 5500 feet (Rangpo, Shamdong, Rinchinpong, etc.). 
Mects dense scrub and bamboo jungle, and overgrown cultivation 
clearings. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan; Assam hills north and south 
of Brahmaputra River; Burma. Other races in Nepal, Thailand, 
Yunnan, Indochina, S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical. Gregarious and noisy. Flocks of 
considerable size, often in company with other laughing thrushes. 
The birds keep up an incessant uerulous conversational squeaking- 
a nasal week, week, u;eek. On a 7 arm they mount into trees, hopping 
from branch to branch, and flow from one thicket to another in 
straggling follow-my-leader fashion. 

NESTING: Season-A4ay to July. Nest-a broad and shallow, 
rather untidily built cup of bamboo leaves mixed with roots, moss, 
etc., lined with finer roots and grass stems. Placed in bushes or 
small trees, 2 to 20 ft. up: Eggs-4 or 5, deep blue, unmarked. 
Size about 32x23 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASIJREMENTS, ETC: Confus i~lg l~  like the 
previous species, G, moniligerus, with wliich it often consorts. Distinguished 
from it by (1) slightly larger size, (2) the large black patch on shoulder of 
closed wing (primary-coverts), and (3) colour of legs and feet which is greyish 
as against yellowish in rnot1i1ige1.u.s. 

Tluee specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 8 140 33.5 46 132 mm. 
2 Q Q 133-144 32-33.5 49 118-135 mm. 

Iris orange-brown; Heshy circumorbitnl ring chrome yellow; bill horny 
brown, pale plumbeous at base of lower mandible, white at  extreme tip; legs 
and feet pale bluish plumbeous; claws homy ndlitc. 



THE SIKKIM STRIATED LAUGHING THRUSfI 

Gatrulax sttiatus sikkimnsis (Ticehurst) 
Grarnntutoptila striatu sikkimensis Ticehurst, 1924, Bull. Brit. Om. C1. 

44 : 104-Sikkim. 

Plate 20, fig. 4 (facing p. 225) 

F.B.I. 1:  184 
LOCAL NAMES : Nampiok-pho (Lepcha); Kopiam (Bhutia). 
SIZE : Pigeon - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A large, conspicuously white-streaked umber 

brown laughing thrush with a full mop-like crest, and partially white- 
tipped chestnut tail. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not uncommon, but local, between about 
2500 and 7500 ft. elevation (Dikchu, Singluk, Gangtok, Manshitang, 
Chungthan ). Inhabits forest with dense shrubby undergrowth, and 
wooded nu f lahs. 

DISTR~BUTION OUTSIDE SMKIM: Eastern Nepal to western and 
central Bhutan. Other races in western and eastern Himalayas; Assam 
hills; N. Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS : More arboreal than most other laughing thrushes, 
feeding chiefly in shrubs and also up in the foliage canopy of tall 
trees. Keeps in pairs or small noisy parties of 4 or 5 birds, frequently 
in association with tree pies, Whitethroated and other laughing 
thrushes. Tickell renlarks on its habit of suddenly throwing the 
bill downwards and jerking up its mop-like crest as if  about to itch 
it at the observer! Utters a variety of loud discordant cachng 
notes and sometimes a harsh unmusical chorus of chattering 'laughter'. 
A lively, rich whistling call usually betrays the presence of the birds 
a long way off. One observer has well rendered it as o SYX saw 
whitey-olz white. Food: insects and berries. 

NESTING: Semon-May to July. Nest-a large shallow cup of 
moss, tendrils, roots, etc., lined with h e r  roots and fibres. Placed 
in bushes or small trees, 3 to 20 ft. up. Eggs-2, pale blue, un- 
marked. Size about 33 x23 mm. They are reported to be more 
pointed than t,llose of the neighbouring W. Himalayan race, a peculi- 
arity worthy of investigation. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Sikkimnsis differs from 
the typical W. Himalayan striatus in being less olive in general tone; browner 
on flanks and underparts, and darker overall. I t  is also slightly smaller: 
Wing 130-141 mm. as against 145-165 (Ticehurst). An intermediate race 
oilex has recently becn described from Nepal by Ripley. 

Two 9 9 collected by the Sikkiln Survey measure: Wing 135-136; bill 
26.5-30; tarsus 44; tail 123-127 mm. 

Fourteen Schafer sldns fron? Sikkim (d  3 j give Wiug 131-143 (av. 137.2) nun. 
Iris reddish brown; bill blackish brown; legs and feet plumbeous; claws 

horny brown. (In one of the above specimens, his, examined immediately 
after death, pinkish biscuit colour; two ho~u.s later brou,nish scarlet!) 



THE HIMALAYAN WHITECRESTED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Ga& leucolopltus leucolophus (Hardwicke) 
Corvus leucolophus Hardwicke, 1815, Trut~s. Litlil. SOC. 11: 208 (pl. 15)- 

hlountains abova IIardwar. 

F.B.I. 1 : 146 
LOCAL NAMES : Karrio-pho (Lepcha); Karria-goka (Bhutia). 
SIZE: Myna+. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Head, crest, nape, and throat to lower breast 

white; crest feathers tipped with ashy grey. A broad black streak 
from bill to ear-coverts, enclosing eye. Upper pasts olive-brown 
with a ferruginous hind-collar. Underparts ferruginous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: The commonest laughing thrush in Sikkim 
with an dtitudinal rmge froin about 1000 ft. (Rangpo, November) 
to at least 7000 ft. (Pemionche, March). Schafer collected specimens 
at Gangtok, c. 5800 ft., in December. Most abundant between 2000 
and 4500 ft. Partial to secondary scrub-and-bush jungle on the 
overgrown sites of shifting cultivation clearings and bordering 
terraced fields. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: NW. Ilin~alayas from Cliamba to 
Almora; Nepal. The species in other races extends to NE. Assam 
and down through to Tenasserim; Thailand, Yunnan, Cambodia, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS : Sociable and highly gregarious anlong themselves 
(a flock of over 40!) and also associating freely with arties of 
Himalayan Tree Pies, Green Magpies, and other species o f  laughing 
thrushes. Their noisy 'laughter' is a feature of the countryside. One 
bird leads with a loud, pleasant pick or pick-wu and t l ~ e  whole flock 
follows with a tumult of discordant cackling which resounds through 
the forest. Through all this boisterous performance the leader 
maintains his refrain pick-zc.0 at regular intervals. The birds dance 
and posture around, and flap their wings in accompaninlent. 

NESTING : Season-April to June. Nest-a large shallow cup of 
coarse grasses and banboo spathes wound round with pliant creeper 
stems etc. and lined with fine roots; placed low down in shrubs and 
small trees. Eggs-nonnally 4, pure china white, unmarked, finely 
pitted on the surface. Size about 30 X24 mnl. 

RACIAL CIIARACTERLSTICS, MEASURE~IENTS,  ETC: The ndjoillillg race patkr~icua. 
which gradually replaces it in Bhutan slid further east, is darker on the belly, 
moro olive, less ~ ~ ~ f o n s .  T\\.o specime~ls collectccl h y  the Sikkilil Survry 
measure : 

Wing Bill Tmsus Tail 
1 d 135 28.5 48 131 m111. 
1 9  138 30 45 13 1 mmn. 

Nine exnmplcs (d 0 )  i l l  tlle Schiifer collection have Wing 1%-1:36 mm. 
(av. 133.1 mm.). 

Iris brownish crimson; bill black; legs ant1 fcct greyish I ~ L . o \ \ . I I ;  claws horllv 
brown. 



THE RUFOUSCHINNED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Garrulaa rufogularis rufoguluris (Gould) 
lanthoclncl~ rufogrr/aris Could, lb35, Proc. 7~01. SOC. L o h 1 1 :  48.- 

Himalayas (=Sikkim). 

Plate 20, fig. 6 (facing p. 2E) 

F.B.I. 1 : 158 
LOCAL NAME : Narbigivan-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Crown, nape and ear-coverts black. Lores 

white. A greyish ring round eye. Cheeks and sides of face mingled 
black and white. Broad supercilium reaching to na e, and sides of 
neck, olive-brown. U per parts olive-brown tinge with fulvous; P z 
barred on back with b ack, and spotted on closed wings with black 
and white. Point of chin rufous; throat white; under tail-ccrverts 
bright rufous; rest of lower plumage ashy brown, spotted with black 
except on abdomen, which is whitish. Tail feathers rufescent, with 
rufous tips and subterminal black bands. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Local and patohy. The Survey recorded it 
from between 2000 and 4500 ft. in W. S i k h  (Nwember to February). 
Meinertzhagen obtained specimens at 11,600 ft. (Yumthang) in 
December, so it evidently occupies a wide altitudinal range. Mects 
dense shrubby undergrowth in and about oak and rhododendron 
forests, and bordering cultivation. 

DISTFUBUTION OUTS~DE SIKKIM: Nepal; Bhutan; Assam hills north 
of Brahmaputra River. Other races occur in W. Himalayas from 
Kashmir to Kumaon; W. Ne al; Assam hills south of the Brahma~utra. 

GENEEUL HABITS: Usua g y keeps in pairs or small parties. A 
great skulker, seldom showing itself above the thickets. Has the 
usual assortment of squeaks and chuckles, but is not noisy and thus 
doubtless often overlooked. 

NESTING: Season-May to July (and on to September Nest-+ 

P R L moderately dee cup of Cree er tendrils lined with fine lack roots. 
Placed in the ork of a bus or small tree, 5 to 15 feet from the 
ground. Eggs-white, unspotted, glossy, measuring about 26x20 rnrn. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: 'The adjoining race of W. 
Nepal, gromenori, differs in heing ~nuch paler and less heavily harred al>o\-e. 

Two specimens collected by the recent Sikkiln Su1.vey measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 d 88 24 35 98 mm. 
1 9  92 24 37 97 mm. 

Iris crimson-brown: upper mandible horny bro\vn; lo\ver mandible pale 
whitish horl~, darker at gape; legs and feet greyish Ilonly bro\vn: cla\vs p:dc 
horny brown. 
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THE WHITESPOTTED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Garrtrlax ocellatus ocellatur (Vigors) 
Cirtclosoma ocellatrori Vigors, 1881, Proc. Zool. Soc. Londori: 55--Himalayas 

(=Simla-Almora Dist. I'icehi~rst & \lJhistler). 

Plate 20, fig. 8 (facing p. 225) 

F.B.I. 1 : 155 
L O C ~  NAME : Lho-karreum-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A large uncrested laughing thrush, chiefly 

reddish brown above, spotted with white on back and wings. 
Fulvous buff below, barred on the breast with black. Head brownish 
black with fulvous face and supercilium. Centre of throat black 
with narrow rufous ripple marks. Tail chestnut and ashy brown 
with white tips and black terminal band, conspicuous when spread 
in flight. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high-elevation bird inhabiting the zone 
between 9000 and 12,000 ft. altitude (Lachung, Karponang, Changu, 
Singalila Ridge). Seldom below 9000 ft., even in winter. Not 
common. AfFects oak and rhododendron forest with Rubus and 
dwarf rhododendron scrub. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SMIUM : Kumaon Himalayas, Nepal, Bhutan, 
SE. Tibet (Himalayan facies). Other races in N. Yunnan and 
Szechwan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Usually keeps in small flocks of 6 to 10 birds. 
A reat skulker, keeping to dense thickets and seldom showing i itse . Also less noisy, and therefore perhaps easily overlooked. 
Has 'a piercing eight-syllabled call' (Ludlow). 

NESTING: NO record for Sikkim. Very little known, and that 
apparently only from two nests taken in May and ? near Darjeeling. 
B. B. Osmaston described one he found at about 8500 ft. as 'of moss, 
dry grass and bamboo leaves, built in a srnall tree in scrub forest, 
about 6 ft, from the ground'. I t  contained one egg, spotless blue, 
measuring about 31 X 21 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A specimen ( 9 )  collected 
by the Loke-SQlim Ali Survey measures: Wing 122; bill damaged; tarsus 45; 
tail 149 mm. 

Three d d in the Schifer collection have Wing 126, 130, 133 mm.; 1 O 
117 mrn. 

Iris greyish khaki; legs, feet and claws pale flesh colorir. 



THE SIKKIM GREYSIDED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Carrtrlax caerulatus caerulaius (Hodgson) 
Cinclosorna caerulotus Ifoclg.sorl, 18:36, A.sicrt. Res. 19: 147-Nepal. 

Plate 20, fig. 7 (facing p. 225) 

F.B.I. 1: 141 
LOCAL NAMES : Tarrna--pho (Lepcha); Piang-kam (Bhutia). 
SIZE: Myna+. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Forehead and face black; ear-coverts black 

and rufous-tipped whitish; cheeks reddish brown. U 1 er parts, 
sides of neck, and crown nifous-brown-the last with fine by ack scale- 
like markings. Underparts and chin white, excepting sides of 
breast and belly which are ashy grey, and extreme point of chin which 
is black. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Occupies a zone between about 5500 
and 6000 ft. elevation (Toong, Chun thang, Singhik, Gangtok, 
Rinchinpong, Lingtam) and perhaps hig 5 er as in N.T~. Stevens 
is reported to have obtained it breeding at 9000 ft. in Slk lm. AEects 
scrub and 'maling' bamboo-covered hillsides. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SI~CKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
of Brahmaputra River; hills of NE. Burma. The species extends to 
northern Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Social. Typical of the laughing thrushes as 
described. 'Sisterhoods' of 7 to 12 birds or more feed on the ground 
as well as in low bushes. Said to be more silent than the Rufous- 
necked species (next). Has a sweet, .human-like, chuckling whistle 
of three or four notes in addition to some harsh calls. Flight weak 
and ill-sustained. Usually escapes by hopping from branch to branch 
in the undergrowth. 

NESTING: Season-May and June. Nest-a rather shallow cup of 
dry bamboo leaves and twigs lined with root fibres, 6 to 12 ft. u in 
a h e .  Eggs-2 or 3, glossy pale blue, unmarked. Size a out 
30 x 22 mm. 

E' 
RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, ~ I E A S U R E ~ ~ E N T S ,  ETC: The  chestnut-broum tail 

without pale tips is a C O I ~ S ~ ~ C U O ~ I S  feature of this race. The adjoining races of 
the Assam hills have the three outermost pairs of rectrices broadly a7liite-tipped. 
Two Sikkim specimens in the Chicago Museum of Natural History mexsure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
d 109 24 42 1 2 4  mm. 
9 105 25 40 114 mm. 

Three unsexed skins in the Schiifer collection (Cangtok. Fel~ruary and June) 
have Wing 103, 108, 110 mm. (Sbesema~in). 

Iris red or rerldish l>ro\~vn: eye-rim (circumorhital! livid: l i l l  horny hlacli, 
paler a t  base; legs and feet pale flesh. (Whistler hIS.) 
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THE RUFOUSNECKED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Gamlax ruficollis (Jardine & Selby) 
Ianthocincla rzrficollis Jardine & Selhy, 1838, 111. Orn. 2:  pl. 21- 

Himalayas (=Sikkim, restricted by Meiriertzhagen, 1928, Ibis: 515). 

F.B.I. 1 : 139 
LOCAL NAME : Rapchen-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Myna+. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A dark babbler with black head and throat 

and conspicuous chestnut sides to the neck. 
Crown and nape slaty grey; rest of head (includin ear-coverts), I throat, and centre of upper breast black. Sides o neck bright 

chestnut. Upper plumage and underparts olive-brown excepting 
centre of lower abdomen and under tail-coverts, which are bright 
chestnut. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AM) HABITAT : Resident; normally at low elevations- 
between 2000 (Martam) and 4500 ft. Occasiondy to about 5500 ft. 
(Can tok, Rinchinpong). Affects bushes and Bramble thickets on 
scrub % y hillsides and on the edge of terrace cultivation. 

DISTFUBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Eastern Nepal; Bhutan to NE. 
frontier. Assam; M'mipur; Chittagon Id1 tracts (E. Pakistan). 

GENERAL HABITS : Social. Invariab k y in noisy flocks or 'sisterhoods' 
of 7 to 12 or more, hopping about on the ground or in low shrubs. 
The birds rummage amongst the mulch, flicking aside or turning 
over the dry leaves in search of insects, and also feed on wild 
raspberries and other fruit. Constant chumng calls as they work 
through the thickets keep a sisterhood together. They have a three- 
noted mellow whistle, the first note of which sounds as if produced 
by a broken reed; and from time to time the birds burst into loud 
squeaky choruses. 

NESTING : Semon-mainly May. Nest-a dee 
bamboo leaves, weed stems, etc. bound together wit 1 ten cu% Is, usually 
well concealed, 3 to 5 ft. up in a bamboo clump or bramble thicket. 
Eggs-3 or 4, very pale bluish white, unmarked, glossy. Size about 
25x20 mm. 

RACLAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A collected by the 
Sikkim Survey measures: Wing 98; bill 23: tarsus 57: tail 111 mm. Another 
d in the Schafer collection has Wing 100 mm. 

Three specimens from Sadiya (NE. Assam) measure: 
Wing BiU Tarsus Tail 

1 d 99 24 37. 108 mm. 
2 9 9 98-100 24 38-37 109 mm. 

Iris brownish crimson; eyc-rim (circlimorbital) yellow; bill, legs, feet and 
claws dark horny brown. 
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THE STREAKED LAUGHING I'HRUSH 

Garrulax li~~eutus .wtufer (Hodgson) 
Cinulosomu setufer Hodgson, 11136, .idat. Rcs. 19: 148-Nepal 

F.B.I. 1 : 180 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE: Myna-. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S  : A small, finely white-streaked olive-rufous 

laughing thrush with ashy brownish head and rusty ear-coverts. 
Longish, loose tail cross-rayed rufous, ending in a black band with 
terminal grey tips. No distinct eyebrow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS m HABITAT: Rare. Not recorded by Stevens, nor met 
with by SchPfer or the recent Sikkim Survey. Meinertzhagen only 
once came upon a small arty feeding on a forest path at 4700 ft. 
near Dentam (W. ~ikkimy Frequents open scrub country; avoids 
forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSLDE S-M: Central Nepal. The s ecies, in 
several races, extends throughout the Himalayas (between a out 5000 
and 9000 ft.) from Baluchistan to Bhutan. 

1 
GENERAL HABITS: Skulking, sociable birds, met with in parties of 

4 or 5, hopping on the ground under bushes, scuttling like rats from 
cover to cover on alarm, seldom flying. They kee up a churring and 
squeaky conversation among themselves. In the \ reeding season the 
males sing from ex sed bush-tops etc. a clear, squeaky, whistlin 
song well syllabified K' y Whistler as Wy-tttty-we-me, rapidly repeate 
Insects as weli as bemies are eaten. 

8: 
NESTING: NO record from Sikkim. Elsewhere searotl-April to 

August. Nest-a deep cup of grass, rootlets, etc. placed in a wild 
raspberry or similar bush, 3 to 7 ft. up, well concealed. Eggs-3, 
turquoise or greenish blue, unmarked. Size about 25x 18 mm. 

RACIAL CHAMCTEIUSTICS, ~ A S U R E ~ N T S ,  ETC: Differs from the better 
known W. Himalayan race lineatus in having the head browner (less ashy), 
the rump darker, the ear-coverts and streaks of the underparts darker, the w streaks inore extensive on each individual feather. The black subterminal 
bands on the tail are well muked. d 9 Wing 74-77; bill 18.5-20.5; tarsus 
c. 27; tail c. 90 mm. (Fauna). 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, paler on commissure and lower mandible: 
mouth pale yellowish flesh; legs and feet pale horny brown. 
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THE BLUEWINGED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Garrtllaa squnmatus (Gould) 
Iurttl~ocirtcl~c squi11r~utu Could, 1835, Proc. Zoul. Sue. Lorldur~: 48- 

Himalayas ( = Sikki~n). 

Plate 20, fig. 9 (facing p. 225) 

F.B.I. 1 : 174 
LOCAL NAMES : Tarmal-pho (Lepclia); Nabom (Bhutia). 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Upper plumage rufescent olive-brown; lower 

plumage fulvous. Scalloped with brown scale-like markiqgs abov~,; 
more finely below. A black eyebrow from forehead to nape. Upper 
and under tail-covei-ts bright chestnut. Flight feathers in the closed 
whig pale blue and chestnut. Tail bronzy brown with bright 
cinnamon tip. Sexes alike. Individually somewhat variable in 
coloration. 

The blue 'and chestnut wings and bright cinnamon tail-tip are 
conspicuous in flight, and leading pointers to its identity. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Occurs noimally between about 4000 
and 8000 feet. Meinertzhagen obtained specimens at 11,900 feet 
(Sandakphu) in January. Affects iingal bamboo jungle and rhododen- 
dron forest with dense sc~ubby undergrowth. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIK.KIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam llills north 
and south of the Brahmaputra. Manipur, N. Burma, Sh,m States, 
N. Yunnan, Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in pairs or small family parties. Shy 
and an inveterate skulker in undergrowth, seldom taking wing when 
alaimed, diving into thicker cover and working its way to safety 
silently and unseen. Its notes, not often heard, are described as 
'rich and full'. 

NESTING : Season-April to June. Nest-a deep compact cup of 
leaves, fine twigs, grass, etc., scrappily draped with green moss on 
the outside and lined wit11 h e  roots and rliizomorphs. Piaced 2 to 
7 ft. u p  in a bush or sapling. Eggs-2 to 4, deep greenish blue, 
unspotted, with a fine satiny surface. Sikkim eggs average about 
30X 22 mm. 

HACIAL CHAH.KTEHI,STICS, tvlEASL'l7EhIEN.I.S, ETC : c? 9 Wills 95-99; bill 
c. 20; tarsus c .  37; tail c. 100 inm. (Stuart Baker). 

Iris bluish white (brown in juvenile); bill black, pnlcr and greyer at  tip and 
on base OF lower mandible; legs and feet pule tlesli to fleshy brown. 



THE PLAINCOLOURED LAUGHING THRUSH 

G a r d m  sdurlicdor subutticolor (Blyth) 
Trocltaloptcron subuilicolor Blyth, 1843, Jour. Adat. Soc. Bengal 1 2 :  

952--Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 171 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CKARACTERS: Forehead, crown and na e dark ashy brown P with black scaly markings. Plumage above an below olive-brown, 

fulvescent on abdomen. Scaly black markings on upper back, throat, 
breast and up er abdomen conspicuous. Tail olive-brown and 
black, unmarke 1 ; tipped with white. A golden olive-yellow patch 
on flight feathers. Sexes alike. 

The brownish plumage with bright olive-yellow wings and white- 
tipped tail simplify identification in flight. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Local and patchy, normally at lugh eleva- 
tions between about 5000 and 12,000 ft. (Chungthang, Lachen, 
Lachung, Changu, Sandakphu). Not uncommon where occurring. 
Mects thickets of Rubus and dwarf rhododendron etc. 

DIsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE SIKKI~I : Nepal; Bhutan to NE. Assam, north 
of Brahmaputra River. The species, in other races, extends to N. 
Bulma, N. Yunnan, Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Often seen in flocks of 20 birds or more. 
Besides the usual squeaky conversational chuckles, has a clear whistle 
of four notes. 

NESTING: Season--chiefly May and une. Nest-a large cup of 
grass and mosses, lined with soft bam ! oo leaves; placed in a low 
shrub, about 3 ft. up. Eggs--3 or 4, spotless blue. Size about 
30X 23 mm. 

nACrAL CHARACTERISTICS. MFASUnEALEN'rS, ETC: Stuart Bakrr givcs the mea- 
surements (6 0) as: CVing 90-95; bill c.  18; tarsus c. 35: tail 1 0 0 - 1 0  Innl. 

Seven adult examples id 9) in Schafer's Sikkim collection have Wing 69-98 
mm. (av. 93.0 mm.). 

Iris reddish brown or straw colour; bill blackish bro\vn; legs and feet horny 
brown. 
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THE BLACKFACED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Garrztlax afiriis bethelae Rand & Fleming 
Corrulux u f i r ~ i s  betlrelue Rand & Fleriiing, 1956, Fieldiurta 39 (1):  2- 

Thangu, Silikinl. 

F.B.I. 1 : 172 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Myna + . 
FIELD CHAFLACTERS: Head and chin black. Cheeks glistening white. 

Ear-coverts black with a diffuse greyish white patch on sides of 
nape. Upper parts lufous-brown scalloped with fine brownish scale- 
like markings. Upper tail-coverts fermginous. Lower parts rufous- 
brown with diffuse grey spots on breast, and grey scaly markin on 
upper abdomen. Bright yellowish olive in wings and tail, bot of 
which are broadly tipped slaty blue. Sexes alike. 

f 
T,he scalloped back, black -face, white cheek-patches and greyish 

sides of head, combined with yellow-and-bluish wings and tail, are 
diagnostic in the field. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high-elevation species normally ranging 
between about 9000 and 13,000 ft. (Lachen, Lachung, Yumthang, 
Thangu, Karponang, Chan u). Recorded at about 5500 ft. in 
February (Gangtok, Chungt R ang). Fre uents juniper and bramble 
thickets around alpine pastures in rhod endron and fir biotope, and 
lingal bamboo jungle. 

2 
DISTRIBUTION OUTSLDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet 

(Himalayan facies). The species is found in N. Burma, N. Yunnan, 
Szechwan, Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Has perhaps the highest altitudinal range of :ill 
the laughing thrushes. Small parties sometimes met with among 
snow-covered shrubs with the temperature below freezing point. 
Has the usual low conversational chuckles, and also a melodious 
whistling 'song' to-we or to-we-you. 

NESTING: Season-May and une. Nest-a deep, well built cup 
of moss, grass, roots, etc., line d with finer roots and rhizomorphs. 
Placed 5 to 8 feet up in a V i b m m ,  rhododendron or similar bush. 
Eggs-2 or 3, blue with a greenish tinge, sparsely spotted and 
blotched with brownish- or reddish black, and with one or two 
short twisted lines. Size about 29x21 mm. 

RACIAL CHAHACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: TWO specimeils collected 
by the Sikkim Su~vey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
1 d 115 24 40 135 mm. 
1 o? 103 23.5 40 121 mm. 

A large series (28 adult d Y )  in the Schiifer Sikkim collection gives Wing 
99 (9)-109 ( d )  mm. 

Iris olive-brown; bill black; legs and feet pinkish bro1v11 or brownish flesh 
colour; cl;~ws hor~iy brown. 
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' I  - 
THE SIKKIM REDHEADED LAUGHING THRUSH 

Ganulux erythrocephalus i~igrinierlluir~ (Oates) 
l'r.ochuloptero~r riigrimeritut~r Osteb, 1889, I";tu~la Brit. India, nirtL\, c-d. 1, 

1: 91-Himalayas, Nepal to Assam (i~~fere~ltially restricted to Sikkim by 
Kinnear, 1937, Ibis: 38). 

Plate 20, fig. 2 (facing p. 225) 

F.B.I. 1 : 163 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Myna+. 
FIELD CWCTERS: An uncrested olive-brown and fulvous lau h- 

ing thrush with chestnut-red crown, blackish chin and face, m f  a 
bright fermginous nape patch and wing-shoulder. Upper back 
olive-brown with bold black cwal spots and paler scalloping. 
Finer crescentic black spots on sides of neck and ferru inous breast. 
Some golden olive-yellow and slaty grey in wings an tail. Lower 
parts ferruginous. Sexes alike. 

d 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Occupies an altitudinal zone between 5000 

and 12,000 ft. (Gangtok, Lachen, Lachung, Manshitang, Chiab,hanjan, 

P1lalui , even in winter. Affects dense shrubby growth of dwarf 
rhodo endron, Berberis, brambles, etc. on hillsides, along stream 
valleys, and at the edge of cultivation and pastures. I t  was noted 
as the commonest laughin tluush at c. 9000 ft. in the Laohung 
area in February and Marc % . 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SLKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet 
(Himalayan facies), Assam hills north of Brahma utra River. The 
s ecies, in numerous other races, extends across f rom SE. Kashmir 
d w n  through Assam, Bwma, Thailand to Tenasserim, Malaya, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS: Perhaps less regarious than most other laugh- % ing thrushes. A great skulker, an not noisy. A low conversational 
chuckling murmur usually betrays a party moving amongst the 
thickets. Has a loud, musical, double-noted whistle pheeou or 

weep, constantly repeated, by an imitation of which the birds can 
e decoyed. Food and feeding habits do not differ from those gi 

described. 
NESTING: Semon-May to July. Nest-a deep cup of grass and 

dead leaves secured with creeper stems and tendrils, scantily lined 
with h e  grass and roots. Occasionally covered with green moss. 
Built in a small tree or dense bush normally behveen 3 and 6 feet up. 
Eggs-2, rarely 3, blue- reen, boldly blotched and streaked with f deep reddish brown to b ack. Size about 29x 21 mm. 

RACIAL CHARICTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS. ETC : The Sikkim race r~igritnet~turn 
differs from the W. Mi~nalayan err~tltrc~cepl~olirs in having the ear-coverts black 
(finely eclged pinkish white-scaly pattenled) instead of chestnut (tipped black 
and white). 

Five specimens collected by the Sikkiln Survey measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 d 104 24 38 114 mm. 
4 0 9  100-103 23.5-21 39-40 111-125 mm. 



Twelve aclult 9 in Schiifer's Sikki~n collection h i ~ v e  Wing 98-107 111111. 
Iris olive-brown or I~i~zel-l)row~l; bill hor~ly black; legs and fret  brownish 

flesh colol~r; claws horny bro\vn. 

THE NEPAL CRIMSONWINGED LAUGHING THRUSH 

(:nrrulux: pltoer~icezts plloe,liceus (Gould) 
1~ntkocir1cln l~hoer~rcecl Gor~ld, 18.37, Icones Avium, pl. 3-Nepal. 

Plate 20, fig. 1 (facing p. 225) 

F.B.I. 1 : 268 
, LOCAL NAMES : Tilji-plro (Lelxha); Repcha (Bhutia). 

SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A crestless olive-brown laughing t.hrus11 with 

bright crimson sides of head and neck, wings and under tail-coverts. 
A black supercilium. Tail black, broadly tipped and margined out- 
wardly with orange. Sexes alike. 

The brownish coloration and dazzling crimson wings make the 
bird quite unmistakable in flight. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Apparently not uncommon at low and 
moderate ele\-ations-fmthills to about 6000 ft.-with no perceptible 
up-and-down seasonal movement. Affects heavy scrub in overgrown 
jungle clearings, on the edge of cultivation and along stream valleys. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIAI : Nepal; Bhutan to extreme XE. 
Assam, north of Brahmaputra River. Other races in Assam south 
of the Brahmaputra, h3anipur, N. Burma, N. Thailand, SE. Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical. Normally seen in pairs and small 
parties. Has a variety of squeaky conversational notes in addition 
to some musical calls. 

NESTING: Season-May and June. Nest-the usual cup of 
grasses etc. covered on the outside with green moss. Placed in a 
bramble thicket or shrub, 4 to 10 ft. from the ground. Eggs-2 to 
4, blue, normally with numerous short dark brown lines and some 
spots. Size about 26 x 19 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERI,STICS, A~IEASURI:~LENTS, ETC: T h e  adjoining race of 
Assam, bakeri, is paler xbove and below, and has the ashy grey was11 on 
centre ot abdomen more pronounced. 

Stuart Baker gives the measurements (6 ? )  as :  Wing 81-03; bill c .  18; 
tarsus c .  32; tail c. 100 lnln. 

Iris brown (juv.) to deep crin~son or lac-recl; orbital skin dull leaden 
brown; hill blackish brown; legs and feet bro\v11 with a purplish tinge. 
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THE SILVEREARED MESIA 

Leiothrix argentauris arget~tmris (Hodgson) 
Alesiu urgcntauris liodgson, 18:38, lrrtl. Recicu: 2 :  88-Ncpal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 354 
LOCAL NAME : Dang-rapchil-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A bright-coloured babbler, chiefly olive- 

yellow, fulvous yellow, slaty green, crimson, and black. Male: 
Above, forehead golden yellow; crow11 and nape black, set off by 
glistening silvery white ear-coverts. Rest of upper parts fulvous 

r,1,","kc011:2 and slaty green, with crimson upper tail-coverts. Tail 
ged with yellowish. Wings edged yellow and crimson. 

Below, chin and throat deep orange-yellow, changing to olive- 
yellow on rest of underparts. Under tail-coverts crimson. 

Fmnale: Upper and lower tail-coverts orange-buff instead of 
crimson. Immature bird like female, but with the crown yellowish. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Less common than the Pekin 
Robin (next), with more or less the same altitudinal range (3000 to 
7000 ft.) though both may also occur lower down (Dikchu, c. 2000 ft.). 
Affects identical facies--secondary jungle, scrub-covered ravines, etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan, Assam 
hills north and south of the Brahmaputra; Manipur. The species 
extends through Bumla, Thailand, Malaya, Yunnan, Indonesia, 
Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS : Very similar to the Pekin Robin, though perha s d more strictly arboreal. In large mixed hunting flocks in winter, rapi y 
flowing from tree to tree. Makes occasional short flycatcher-like 
sallies after winged insects disturbed in t'he foliage, in addition to 
the tit-like acrobatics while searching under leaves. Silent except 
for a low, subdued conversational cheeping. The clear, sweet, 
whistling summer song of the male has been rendered as cheroi- 
cherit. 

NESTING: Season-mainly Ma and June. Nest, eggs and site 
indistinguishable from those of tr le Pekin Robin, so that unless the 
owner of a nest is actually seen or collected it is not safe to give 
it a name. 
- RACLAL CHAMCTERISTICS, MEASUREALENTS, ETC : Tail square-ended (not 

slightly forked) and with the outermost featllers curvi~ig out\vards. In all 
otl~c.r respecb obviously a close relation ot the P e k i ~ ~  Robill. l ' he  F : IUII~  
gives the measurements as:  d 9 Wing 74-78; bill 12-13; tarsus c. 25; tail 
c. 35 mm. 

Three collected in Sikkim by Schifer have Wing 74, 75, 76 mm. 
Iris brown to rctl-bl.o\vn; bill orange, tinged with brown at base; legs 

and feet yellowish Hesh. 



THE REDBILLED LEIOTHRIX, or 'PEKIN ROBIN' 

Leiotlarir lutea calipyga (Hodgson) 
Buhilu calipyga 1Iodgso11, 1637, 111d. Reoieto 2 : 88-Nep;~l. - 

Plate 17, fig. 11 (facing p. 208) 

F.B.I. 1 : 328 
LOCAL NAME : Rapchil-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELU C H A R A C ~ ~ S  : A splightly, handsome, crestless, olive-green 

bird with bright yellow throat and breast, a yellow ring round the 
eye, a narrow dusky-green moustachial streak, and conspicuous coral 
red bill. Closed wings edged with yellow and crimson. Tail glisten- 
ing black, slightly forked as in the rosefinch, narrowly tipped white. 
Ear-coverts silvery grey. The f e ~ d e  differs in having the crimson 
of the wings replaced by yellow. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common between about 3000 and 
7000 ft. elevation, in the Great Rangeet and Teesta valleys (Singhik, 
Dentam, Kewzing, Gangtok). Affects secondary 'ungle. Partial to 
overgrown ravines and tcmgled scrub of wild rasp b erry (Rubus) etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayas from 
about Simla to the NE. frontier; Assam hills; Manipur. Other races 
in Burma, Yunnan, Szechwan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Sociable. Parties, often in the usual mixed bird 
associations. Chiefly arboreal, but keeps more to thickets and 
shn~bbery than to tree-tops. Also feeds on the ground, under bushes, 
hopping about like a laughing thrush and flicking aside the dry 
leaves. Food: insects as well as berries and seeds. Calls: a pleasant 
conversational tee-tee-tee kept up whilst a prty is feeding. The 
loud, cheerful song of the male is commonly eard on the approach 
of the breeding season. In timbre, quality and pattern it is remi- 
niscent of the Redwhiskered Bulbul's-rather more prolonged and 
more musical. 

NESTING : Sea.sol~-mainly May and June. Nest-a substantially 
made cup of dead leaves, moss, lichens and pliant twigs, lined wit11 
roots and finer material. Placed 2 to 8 ft. up in a tangled bush or 
sapling, in an overgrown ravine. Eggs-white to pale blue, boldly 
blotched with dark brown or umber brown. Size about 22x 16 mm. 

RACIAL CHAFLACTERISTGCS, MEASUREMENTS, ~ 1 . c  : The Fauna gives the 
~rreasurernents as: Wing d d 65-71, 9 9 61-65; bill 10-11; tarsus c. 25; 
tail 55-60 rnm. 

A Sikkim Survey specimen ( 9 )  measures : Wing 69; bill 14.5; tarsus 24; 
tail Fj8 mm. 

Iris brown or reddish brown; bill coral red, blackish at base of both 
~nand-ibles; legs, feet and claws pale horny 1)rown. 
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THE FIRETAILED MYZORNIS 

Myzornis p y n h r a  Blyth 
Myzornis pyrrhottra Blyth, 1843, lour. Asiot. Soc. Bengnl 12 (2): 9M,  ex 

Hodgson MS.-Nepal. 

Plate 21, fig. 2 (facing p. 272) 

F.B.I. 1: 345 
LOCAL NAME : Lho-sagvit-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S :  Male: Aboue, bright dark green; forehead and 

crown scaled (or scallo ed) with black. A black band from bill E through eye, bordered a ove and below with hrighter green streaks. 
Below, breast and abdomen largely suffused with rusty red; vent 
and under tail-coverts fulvous yellow or cllestnut. Flight feathers 
black, largely tipped with white and pinkish, and margined with 
red. Tail largely red and green. 

Female: Abme, head less marked with black and therefore a 
lighter green; below duller and more orange. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommon and locally distributed at eleva- 
tions between 6000 and 12,000 ft. (Gangtok, Singalila Ridge, Cho La 
Range). Mects rhododendron forest. 

DIsTEueunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, N. Assam hills (?). 
NE. Burma to NW. Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Imperfectly h o w l .  Arboreal. Keeps in pairs 
or small parties searching for insect (?) food in bushes and low 
trees. I t  habitually feeds at rhododendron flowers, hovering in front 
of them with rapidly beating wings in the manner of a flowe rsecker, and is said also to make short sallies like a flycatcher. Wil rasp- 
berries have been taken from the stomach of a specimen. Its note 
is described as 'a feeble but distinct call'. 

NESTING : Unknown authentically. 
RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS~ MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Fairna gives for cf ,? 

Wing 59-63; bill c. 13; tarsus c. 22-23; tail c. 70-75 mm. 
Two d d collecteci by Schafer at Gangtok have Wing 62, 63; 3 9 Q 58, 60: 

60 mm. 
Iris dark brown: bill l~lack; legs and feet yello\vish or greenish I)ron,n. 

THE NEPAL CUTIA 

C&a nipalensis nipalei~sis Hodgson 
Cut ia  nipalensis Hodgson, 1836, lotrr. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 5 :  774-Nepal. 

Plate 17, fig. 10 (facing p. 208) 

F.B.I. 1:  329 
LOCAL NAMES : Rapnoon or Rapnun-pho; Moturn-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Between Sparrow and Bulbul. 
FIELD CH~RACI-ERS : A handsome, rather dumpy, arboreal bird, 
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chestnut and grey-blue with bold black rib-like markings on the 
white underside. 

Mde:  Above, crown slaty blue; lores and a broad band through 
eye and ear-coverts to nape glossy black; tail black; rest of upper 

arts bright chestnut. Belozo, pale buffy white; sides of body with 
{old black rib-like bars. 

Female: Crown paler; band round head chocolate-brown instead 
of black; back and scapulars reddish brown with large oval black 
spots. Rest as in male. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Locally distributed between c. 5000 and 
7000 ft, elevation. Met with by the Sikkim Su~vey only near Singhik, 
c. 4500 ft. Schafer collected specimens at Gangtok, 6000-7000 ft., 
January to March. Affects oak and evergreen forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : E. Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills 
north of Brahmaputra River; Naga Hills, Manipur. The species 
extends to N. Burma, NU'. Thailand, Yunnan, Tonkin, Malaya, 
Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal. Keeps in small parties, commonly 
in the mixed roving bands of small babblers and other birds, usually 
high up  in the canopy foliage. Runs swiftly along the branches. 
Feeds on insects as well as berries and seeds. Very silent. Its call 
or song is unrecorded. 

NESTING : Unknown. 
l7ACIAL CHARACTERISIICS, ILIEASUREXfE.N.TS, ETC: d? \?'illg 90-96; hill 

c. 17; tarsus c. 30; tail c. 55 mm. (Fauna). A Survey CT has Wing 89 mm. 
Seven examples collected by Schiifer give Wing 3 d d  90, 91, 92; 4 9 9 87, 
88, 89, 89, mm. (Stresel.~~a~?n). 

Iris crimson-brown; bill: upper mandible black, lower bluish horn. 1)lackish 
at base and tip; legs, feet and claws bright chrome yellow. 

THE RUFOUSBELLIED SHRIKE-BABBLER 

Ptemrthius r~r.fiaenter rufiventer Blyth 
Pterrrtl~irrs rrrfirjerltrr Blyth, 1842, ]r)lrr. Asiot. 9oc. Bellgal 11 : 183, 

No locality = Darjeeling. 

Plate 17, fig. 7 (facing p. 208) 

F.B.I. 1 : 337 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S  : A long-tailed shrike-babbler. Male: Above, 

chestnut. Forehead, crown, nape, sides of head, wings and tail 
glossy black, the last tipped chestnut. Belozo, chin, throat and upper 
breast ashy, divided from black of head by a white line. Rest of 
underparts pinkish brown, paler on abdomen. A patch of golden 
yellow on either side of breast. 

Female: Abme,  bright greenish yellow, irregularly barred with 
black; rump and upper tail-coverts chestnut. Crown and nape black; 
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forehead lar ely grey. Wings black and yellowish green. Below, 
dark vinous i rown with a yellowish patch on either side of breast. 
Sides of head, chin, throat, and breast grey. A black patch on 
ear-coverts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Sparse. Affects canopy foliage 
of lofty trees in forest, between c. 6000 and R(H)O ft, elevation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan (?), h s a m  hills 
north and south of Brahmaputra River; Manipur hills, NE. Uurma 
to N. Yunnan and N. Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Little recorded beyond that it goes about in 
small flocks and may sometimes present a striking resemblance to 
Hdgson's Broadbill (Serilophw dropygiuv), both in its super6cial 
appearance and lethargic behaviour. 

NESTING : Unknown. 
RACIAL CIIA~ACTE~ISTICS,  MEASUREXIENTS, ETC: Dilfcrs from other slrrike- 

babblers in its much longc:r, greatly gl.aduated tail. Stuart Bakcr gives tht* 
measurements as:  d 9 Wing 85-88; bill 15-16; tarsus c. 30: tail c. 85 mm. 
Two specimens secured by Schiifer at Gangtok !lave M'ing 88 id) ant1 89 
( 9 )  mm. 

'Iris bluish grey; hill upper niandi1,lc black, lower pearl grey; feet brown 
to brownish whitish' (Ripley). 

THE REDWINGED SHRIKE-BABBLER 

Pterzcthivs flaz;iscapis ualidirostri.~ Koelz 
Pteruthius errlthropterus ~ iu l id i ros t r i .~  i iov lz ,  1951, Jour. 2001. Soc. lritlio 3 : 

2&Kohima, Naga Mills. Axsa~n. 

Plate 17, fig. 6 (facing p. 208) 

F.B.I. 1 : 331 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Between Bulbul and Myna. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S  : A stocky, short-tailed, black-and-white shrike- 

like bird with chestnut wings. A4aJe: A b m ,  upper part of head 
black with a broad white band from above eye to na e. Back P grey; closed wings bright chestnut; tail black. Below, pa e greyish 
white; posterior flanks vinaceous. In flight the black head and tail, 
the white inner edges to the primaries, and the white undenving, 
give a very white and black overall effect to the bird. 

Female: Abooe, upper part of head bluish grey with a faint broken 
white supercilium. Upper plumage chiefly olive-grey; closed wings 
chestnut and yellowish green. Tail largely black and green, tipped 
yellow. Below, pale buff. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. Resident between 1000 ft. 
md 6000 ft. elevation (Rangpo, Maltam, Kewzing, Rinchinpong, 
Gangtok and elsewhere in the Rangeet and Teesta valleys). Stevens 
apparently found it as high as 9500 ft. in winter. Affects Schima, 
oak, rl~oclr~lendron and mixed evergreen forest on hillsides. 

' Captioned as Pterrcthitrs C. er!ytkropt~rr~.c.  tllr old Ilnme .;inc-.ca ~.txvi%c.tl :Riplcy. 
1960, Synopsis Bds. Ind. Pab5tan: 400). , 
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DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Murree to 
the NE. frontier; Assam hills south of the Brahma utra; Manipur. 
The species extends through Burma, Thailand, Ma aya, Indonesia, 
Indochina. 

P 
GENERAL HABITS: Strictly arboreal. Parties, commonly in the 

mixed hunting bands which include drongos, minivets, nuthatches 
and many other species. The birds keep high up in the foliage 
and branches of forest trees, and hop from branch to branch in 
search of insects. Occasionally one will run briskly up and along 
a bough, or cling on the trunk sideways like a nuthatch, to peer 
into crevices of the bark or under moss. A harsh, quick-repeated 
grating call, like the 'churring' of a shrike, is sometimes uttered 
while the birds are foraging, occasionally varied by a loud ke-km 
or kew-kew repeated 3 or 4 times (by the male ?). This has 
rather the tone-quality of a tailor bird's call (Orthotoniw), but is 
much louder; it is usually prefaced by a subdued kik audible only 
at short range. This call is also reminiscent of the 'wailing' of a 
month-old domestic chicken that has got separated from its mother. 

NESTING : Semon-April (?), May, June. Nest-a loosely made 
cup of green moss, with a good deal of wool and cobwebs inter- 
mixed, lined with fine roots. Suspended like a hammock between 
horizontal twigs up near the tops of trees. Difficult to find and 
to get at. Eggs-2 or 3, white, with a faint tinge of lilac or pink, 
flecked with reddish- or purplish brown, more densely and forming 
a cap at the larger end. They resemble the eggs of the Himalayan 
Black Bulbul, and measure about 23x17 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : A Sikkim Survey specimen 
( 9 )  measures Wing 82.5; bill 19.5; tarsus 28.5; tail 60 mm. 

Five d d in the Schafer Sikkim collection have Wing 82-86 mm. (av. 
84.4); 1 Q 85 mm. 

Iris deep 'Nordic' blue (d), or slaty grey (9); bill: upper mandible black, 
lower mandible and commissure at gape of upper bluish grey; legs and feet 
brownish flesh; claws horny brown. 

THE GREEN SHRIKE-BABBLER 

Ptemthius xanthochloris xanthochloris Gray 
Fterlrthius xnt~tltoclrlor?ts [sic] Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamms. Birds Nepal: 95-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 335 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD W ~ R S  : Male: Above, olive-green. Crown and nape 

blackish grey. Forehead, sides of crown, and around eye dark grey. 
Flight feathers and tail largely dark brown. Outer web of outer- 
most rectrices and tips of the others whitish. A black patch on 
closed wing (primaly coverts). Below, bright yellow, with pale ashy 
chin, throat and breast. 



Ferru.de similar, but crown and nape dark grey, paler at the sides 
and round eye. 

STATUS ANI) HABITAT: According to Stevens, found u 
tlwations than the Redwinged and Chestnut-throated Shri f e-Bab hip lrn 
-in winter behveetl 7000 and 9.400 ft. (Lachung, Karponang). 
Schafer procured specimens at Gangtok, Lachen, Lachung and 
Manshitang. 

D I ~ ~ ~ B U T I O N  OUTSIDE SKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Chin Hills (Burma). 
The race occiclentalis occurs from W. Nepal westward to the Sutlej 
valley (N W. Himalayas). The species extends to Yunnan, Szechwan 
and N. Tonkin. 

G ~ E R A L  HABITS: Strictly arboreal. I11 pairs or small (family?) 
parties. Possibly commoner than it seems, since it is apt to be 
easily overlooked or mistaken in the mixed hunting flocks of leaf 
warblers, small babblers, etc., with which it habitually associates 
in tall trees. But if carefully scrutinized, its t uiet, unobtrusive \ demeanour and stiff upright carriage, and its ha >it of sometimes 
running along a horizontal branch like a nuthatch, usually give it 
away. The call is a quick-repeated single note u;lzit. 

NESTING: Secrson-May nd June. Nests have been taken in wet 
tree forest on the Singall la a Ridge (W. Sikkim). Nest-a fragile 
structure of fine fibres bound together with cobwebs, and plastered 
on the outside with lichens etc. Suspended hammockwise in a 
forked twig 2 to 12 ft. from the ground, sometimes higher. Eggs--3 
or 4, pale pinkish- or greyish white, with grey-brown or reddish 
brown freckles, mostly at the larger end. Size about 19 x 15 mm. 

RACIAL CHAL1ACTEHlSTlCi, hfLASUREh.IC:h'TS, : X C  : d i \i:illg 62-65; bill C .  8; 
tarsus c. 20; tail 46-50 mm. (Fauna). Schafel.'~ Sikkim speci~ncns measure: 
Wing 5 d d 60-63 (av. 61.8); 8 O 9 53-64 (av. 61.0) nun. 

Iris grey or grey-brown; hill black, hlr~e-grey on lower mandible and tip; 
legs and feet greyish flesh. 

First-year birds are distinguishable by pale tips to unmoulted great coverts. 
The adjoining western race occiderltalis is paler, with the whole crown and 

nape ashy in male; washed with greenish in female. 

THE CHESTNUT-THROATED SHRIKE-BABBLER 

Pteruthius mla7wtis melanotis Hodgson 
Pteruthius ie lot~otis  Hodgson, 1847, Jortr. Asitit. Soc. Berlga1 16: 448- 

Terai, SE. Himalayas. 

Plate 21, fig. 3 (facing p. 272) 

F.B.I. 1 : 333 
LOCAL NAME : Ku-er-$10 (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
I:IELI) CHARACTERS: Male: Abow, greenish yellow; closed wing 

bluish gr?. i l~ld  I > I - o u ~ .  the feathers mostly white-tipped. A whit 
ring roun eye, ;uid a I~road bluish white supercilium. h r e s  black 

13 
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continued in a line above eye and mother below, meeting behind 
eye. A black spot behind yellow ear-coverts. Tail green and black, 
increasingly white-tipped on the outer feathers, the outermost al- 
most wholly white. Below, chin, throat and upper breast deep 
chestnut; rest of underparts bright yellow. 

Fetncale: Like male but with tips of greater wing-coverts salmo~l 
colour instead of white. Chestnut restricted to throat only. Lines 
above and below eye pale brown instead of black. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Widely distributed and not uncommon 9 
elevations up to c. 9000 ft. (Karponang), chiefly between c. 2000 
and 6000 ft. (Martarn, Singhik, Chungthang, Gangtak). Affects tall 
open forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SMCIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south of the Brahmaputra; Manipur. Burma, N. Thailand, 
Yunnan, N. Tonkin, N. Annam. 

GENERAL HABITS: Pairs or small family palties almost invariably 
associated with large mixed hunting flocks of minlas, sivas, leaf 
warblers, and flycatchers (particularly Rhipidwa hypoxantho and 
C d i c i c q )  in the foliage canopy of trees. Easily overlooked amongst 
them, but its slower actions usually give it away. Food: insects. Call 
recorded as a pleasant double note tw-u;ket, too-met, uttered when 
the birds get separated from one another. 

NESTING: Season-April to une. Nest-a shallow cup of fern- 
and bracken-roots etc., covere d on the outside with moss, lichens, 
and spiders' webs. Suspended hammockwise from forking horizontal 
twigs of small trees, between 5 and 15 ft. from the ground. Eggs- 
4 or 5, variable, normally pale lilac white, stippled with purplish 
brown, the marks coalescing to form a ring at the broad end. Size 
about 18 x 13 mm. 

RACIAL cHacmnIs,ncs, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Specimens collected in 
Sikkim measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
2 d d  61 11 20-20.5 39.5-42 mm. 
1 9  58 11.5 20 38 mm. 

Iris hazel-brown or brown; upper manclil~le slaty brown, lower dark 
plumbeous; legs and feet pale brownish flesh colour; claws horny brown. 

THE WHITEHEADED SHRIKE-BABBLER 

Gmpsoshynchus rufulz~ rufulus Bl yth 
Gampsorhytlchus rufrrlus Blyth, 1844, lour. .4siat. Soc. Rerlgc~l 13, p1. i :  

371-Dnrjeeling. 

Plate 17, fig. 2 (facing p. 208) 

F.B.I. 1 : 231 
LOCAL NAME : Chongto-phep-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE: About Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: General appearance and flight reminiscent of 
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a bulbul. Whole head, neck and breast white. Upper plumage 
golden brown; lower plumage pale fulvous. Edge of wing, and 
upper wing-coverts (lesser and median) white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS ANU HABITAT: Not common. A fairly low-elevation species 
(Teesta Valley). Affects bamboo jungle with dense tangled under- 
growth. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SLKKIM: Fmthills, from Sikkim to NE. 
frontier; Assam. The species extends to Burma, Thailand, Malaya 
and Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS : Pairs or small noisy parties, often in association 
with scimitar babblers. Very like them in behaviour, but more 
arboreal. Inquisitive and normally not shy. According to Smythies 
(1953) has 'a weird grating call note kaw-ka-yawk'. Food: beetles 
and other insects; probably also berries. 

NESTING : Season--end April to June. Nest-a shallow flimsy 
cup of dead leaves etc. untidily bound with cobwebs and lined 
with tendrils and fine roots. Built fairly low down (5 to 8 ft.) in 
a bush or bamboo clum . Eggs-2 to 4, variable, usually pale 
yellowish, freckled and b otched with reddish brown. Size about 
24 X 18 mm. 

P 
RACIAL CHAHACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Stuart Baker gives the 

measurements of this race as:  d Q Wing 90-100; bill 20-21; tarsus 26-28; tail 
110-120 mm. 

Iris yellow; bill dark horn; legs and feet brownish white. 

THE NEPAL BARWING 

Actinodura egertoni egertoni Gould 
Acti~~odura egertoili Gould, 1836, Proc. 2001. Soc. Londoi~: 18-Sikim. 

F.B.I. 1 : 303 
LOCAL NAME : Ramnio-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : BLllbul+ . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S :  Above, forehead rufous; loose rounded crest 

rich ashy brown; back, rump and up tail-coverts rufous-brown. P" Closed wings finely barred with b ackish. Tail rufous-brown, 
graduated, cross-rayed; the rectrices broadly tipped with white. 
Below, chin rufous; rest of unde arts fulvous excepting centre of TP abdomen, which is white. Sexes a ike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common at elevations between about 
3500 and 6000 ft. (Rungbong and Teesta valleys, Gangtok, Penlom 
La). AfFects evergreen forest; partial to dense secondary growth. 

DISTIUBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Eastern Nepal, Bhutan, Dafla 
Hills. Other races in the Mishmi Hills, Assam hills south of the 
Brahmaputra, Burma, Thailand. 

G E N ~ Q L  HABITS: Arboreal. Keeps in flocks of 6 to 10 birds up 
in the cano y foliage of tall trees as well as in lo\v shrubbery. Flocks P 'follow-my- eader' from bee  to tree, diving into undergrowth on 
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alann. Actions and general behaviour very like lau hing thrushes 7 and sibias, with which it often associates. Food: main y insects; also 
berries. Occasionally flutters in front of a sprig for an insect, or 
clings upside down on a branch or mossy tree-trunk like a tit or 
nuthatch. A feeble conversatioi~al cheep is constantly uttered wllilst 
hunting. 

NESTING : Season-April to end June. Nest-a compact cup of 
grass, dry leaves, etc. inixed with tendrils and weed-stems, and lined 
with fine roots and rl~izomorphs; usually draped on the outside with 
some moss. Placed 4 to 20 ft. u p  in a small tree or bush. Eggs- 
3 or 4, pale greyish blue with blotches, specks, loops and irregular 
lines of dark brown. Size about 3 0 x  18 mm. Both nest and eggs 
can easily be mistaken for those of some laughing thrush. 

HAClhL CHAIi.4CTEHISTICS XZE;\SUREhlEN.I.S, ETC: The Fauna gives the 
measurements 21s: d 9 Wing 80-85; bill c .  15; tarsus c. 28; tail 105-115 Inm. 

Seven specimens collected by Schlfer in Sikki~n have Wing 82 (9) to 
90 (8) mm. (av. 86.4)-Stresemann. 

Iris bluish brown; bill dull horny yellow, darker on cul~nen and tip; legs 
and feet brownish flesh. 

THE SIKKIM HOARY BARWING 

Actinodura nipdensis uiizctura Ripley 
Actiriotlrrru tiil)crlertsis vit~cturu Hipley, 1950, Proc. Biol. Soc. \V~sliirrgiorr 

63:  104--Mangnlb;1re, Dhankuta District, E. Nepal. 

Plate 17, fig. 9 (facing p. 208) 

F.B.I. 1 : 307 
LOCAL NAME : Ramnio-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Abose, forellead and loose mop-like crest, coffee 

brown with pale (hoary) shaft-streaks. Back rufescent brown; rump 
and upper tail-coverts more ~ufous. Tail graduated, browner than 
back, the feathers tipped with white. Exposed parts of closed wings 
and tail finely but conspicuously barred with blackish. Cheeks and 
moustachial streak blackish. Beloto, chin, throat and breast fulvous 
ashy; flanks, lower abdomen and under tail-coverts ferruginous. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common at  high elevations, c. 6000 
to 10,500 ft., even in winter (Chungthang, Manshitang, Gangtok, 
Lachung, Lachen, Singalila Ridge). Affects mixed deciduous and 
conifer forest, and dense undergrowth of rl~oclodendron, Rubu8, etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSmE SIKKIM : Eastern Nepal, Bhutan. The 
species in several races is found from central Nepal across to Assam, 
Manipur, Burma, N. Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to the Nepal Banving and to some 
of the smaller laughing tlin~shes. Keeps in small parties to tree- 



tops and moss- and lichen-covered trunks and I~raliclles. Also 
thickets. Soine of its low churring notes resemble thaw of t l ~ e  
Streaked Laughing Thrush. Food: insects and Ijerrics. 

NESTING : Season-April to une. N e s f  a lieat compact cup tA 

Pne grass and lichen, lined wit[ roots. Eggs-2 (or 31, pale pinky 
white with bold primary blotches of reddish brown and scco~rtlary 
ones of inky grey, especially round the broad end. Size al~out 
27x19 mm. Very few authentic nests and eggs have been takc.11, 
and there are some discrepancies in the descriptions. 

HACIAL CHARACTERISTICS. ME4SURE\IEM S. ETC : The race cftlct~rll diflcrs 
from typical nipulensis (central Nepal) in having a ~nuch wider Ijlack tcnni~lal 
bar on the lipper surface of the tail. Also ill having the barring on the wiugs 
and tail heavier. The adjoini~iy eastem race dofierrds (Dufla, Miri atid Misl~mi 
Hills) has the chin, throat and breast grey with l~rown centres to the fe:~tlic.rs. 

The Fauna gives the measurements as: G Q Wing 84-81; bill 17-16; tarsus 
c. 30; tail 80-85 mm. 

Eighteen specimens collected by Schiier in Sikkim give Wing 6 ; 86-94 
mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet light greyish brown. 

THE REDTAILED MINLA 

Miti la  ignotirlctn Hodgso~l, 1837, lnd .  Reoicw 2 : 92. -l.l-hcp,~l 

Plate 15, fig. 2 (facing p. 160) 

F.R.I. 1 :  355 
LOCAL NAMES : Minla (Nepali); Megblim-ayene (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow + . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S  : Male: Ahme, chocolate brown with glossy 

black forehead, c r o w  and nape. A broad white eyebrow from bill 
to nape. Ear-coverts and a band below the white supercilium, black. 
Tail black, tipped and edged with crimson, and with some \vhite 
and pinkish near the base. Wings black, with \vhite tips and 
crimson and orange margins. Below, pale yellow with whitish chin 
and throat. 

F d e  like male but with the mantle olive-brown instead of 
chocolate; margins to wings and tail, and yellow of underparts paler. 

When flitting high u p  in tall trees, the tail looks comparati~.ely 
long and narrow, making the birds I-eminiscent of Redheaded Tits 
(A?. cmcinnus). 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Quite common in well-wtmded 
country between c. 2000 and 9000 ft. (hlartam, Singhik, Kewzing, 
Rinchinpong, Gangtok, Lachen, Lachung) with a marked seasonal 
altitudinal movement. Rare above GOO0 ft, in winter. 

DISTRIBLIION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills Y. and 
S. of Brahinaputra River; hlanipnr. NE. Br~nna to Ytunnan. Szech\\,an, 
Indochina. 



CENEEUL HABITS: Arboreal, sociable, and very similar to those 
of other sivas and leiothrix. The flocks keep up  a continuous 
twittering cheep. The birds sometimes make short hopping or 
sidling spurts +long a sloping branch, like a nuthatch, searching 
diligently for insects under the moss and lichens. 

NESTING: Season-May and June. Nest-a rather deep cup of 
mosses, rootlets and hair, in a bushy tree at moderate heights. 
Eggs-normally 2, sometimes 3, pale blue sparsely and finely 
specked and spotted with black or reddish brown, coalescing in a 
ring about the larger end. Size about 20x  14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS. MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Sikkim Survey speci- 
mens measure : 

Wing llill 'Tarsus Tail 
67. 13 20 55.5 mm. 

(d )  63-68 3 9 9  12.5-14 19.5-20 56-57.5 mm. 
Iris fawn colorir to brown; bill: upper mandible horny brown, lower 

plumbeous, brownish at tip; legs, feet and claws olive-brown. 

THE BARTHROATED SIVA 

Minla strigula st~igula (Hodgson) 
Siva strigula Hodgson, 1837, Ind .  Review 2: 89-Nepal. 

Plate 17, fig. 4 (facing p. 208) 

F.B.I. 1:  313 
LOCAL NAME : Megblim (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow + . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Above, forehead, crown, and nape bright 

orange-brown; a yellow ring round the eye; sides of head grey, 
mottled with whitish and dusky. Rest of up r plumage slaty green. 
Tail chestnut-red and black, tipped with w E 'te. Wing-quills black 
and slaty grey, edged with orange and yellow and tipped with white. 
Below, bright yellow; throat paler and narrowly barred with black. 
A narrow black moustachial streak, and black patch on side of 
neck. Sexes alike. 

The slightly tufted orange-brown head, black moustachial streak, 
barred throat, white-tipped chestnut-and-black tail, white-tipped 
black wings, and yellow underparts help diagnosis. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common between about 2500 and 
9000 ft. with perhaps a slight downward movement from the highest 
levels in winter (Dikchu, Singhik, Rinchinpong, Kewzing, Gangtok, 
Chungthang, Lachung). Schafer collected it at Chan u, c. 12,500 ft. 
(Cho La Range) on 11 Febn~ary. Affects oak an rhododendron 
forest. 

B 
DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S W M :  Nepal, Bhutan. The species, in 

several races, extends from NW. Himalayas to Yunnan; Assam, 
Burma, Thailand, Malaya, Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS : Arboreal. Sociable. Small flocks in the mixed 



T H E  N E P A L  B L U E W I N C E U  S I V A  leS) 

itinerant bird associations, hunting energetically for insects among 
the canopy foliage of tall trees and shrubs in the manner of tits, 
and flowin from tree to tree. Berries are also eaten. Its most 
regular a n d  almost inseparable feedin cumpanions in these mired 
parties are Redtailed Minlas and B f uewinged Sivas. The flocks 
keep up a constant cheeping. In summer a distinctive three-noted 
call pweei-pweei-pweei is heard, the middle note higher pitched. 
I t  has also been rendered as too-sweet-sweet. 

NESTING: Sea-May-June. Nest-a small, d , compact cu 
of moss and dead leaves, thickly lined with hair. "f Paced in a bus r~ 
or sapling in evergreen forest. Eggs-2 or 3, dee blue or blue- 

reen, lightly spotted and freckled with black or &ht red at the 
krger end. Size about 21 x 16 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Tlle adjacent west 
Himalayan race s in laemi s  (Kangra to Naini Tal) is paler, with the crown more 
lemon-rufous. The adjacent east Himalayan yunnanensis (Dafla, Miri, Mish~ni 
Hills, etc.) is darker than strigulu. 

Specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 
Wing Bill 'Tarsus Tail 

1 13 70 14 25 70 mm. 
1 9  68 13.5 26 67 mm. 
2 O? 66-69 13-14 25.5-26 05-66 mm. 

Twenty adult examples in the Schafer Sikkim collection give Wing 64 (E) to 
70 (8) mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny brow~i, paler on lower mandible and tips of both 
mandibles; legs and feet greyish brown; claws horny brown. 

THE NEPAL BLUEWINGED SIVA 

Mil& cyanouroptera ajairwwoptma (Hdgson) 
Sioa cyanouroptera Hodgson, 1837. Ind. Review 2: 88-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 314 
LOCAL NAME: Megblim adum (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
n E L D  CHARACTERS: A slim, slightly tufted, greyish-looking bird 

with rufous back and white-tipped dark wings. The blue of head, 
wings and tail (very clear-cut, square-ended) is not noticeable except 
at close quarters or through binoculars. 

Aboue, top of head blue, streaked with whitish on forecrown; 
lores, round the eye and a broad streak behind eye white; ear-coverts 
and sides of neck vinous grey. Rest of upper parts bright yellowish 
brown (ochraceous). Tail blue and black, tipped with white. Closed 
wings cobalt blue and bluish grey, tipped with white. Below, pale 
greyish buff with a vinous tinge. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Generally distributed and quite commou 
between about 1000 ft. (Rangpo) and 7000 ft. elevation (above 



Residency, Gan tok). Affects secondary growth and mixed deciduous 
and evergreen f orest--of oak, Schi~m, etc. 

D I s T m s u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Dafla, Miri and 
Mishmi Hills. The species is found in the Assam hills south of the 
Brahrnaputra, Manipur, Burma, Thailand, Malaya, Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to those of the foregoing species 
with which it commonly consorts in the large mixed hunting flocks 
of 'tinies'. I t  is one of the most regular and abundant constituents 
of such flocks. 

NESTING : Semon-May, June, July? Nest-a well 'made cup of 
dead leaves, moss, lichens, pliant twigs and tendrils, lined with hair 
or fine roots. Placed in a bush or saplin 4 or 5 ft. up, well concealed 
by the undergrowth. Eggs-2 to 4, $eep blue with a few black 
spots and specks at the larger end. Size about 19x14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, M E A S U R E I L I E ~ S ,  ETC: Six specimens collected by 
the Sikkim Survey measure : 

Wing Rill Tarsus Tail 
4 9 9  60-65 14.5-16 21.5-23 60-63 ~ n m .  
2 o? 63-65 14-15 22.5-23 65 mln. 

Seven examples in the Scliate~. Sikkim collection havc Wing c? 63, 63, 64, 
67; Q 60, 61, 61 mm. 

Iris greyish brown; bill yellowish flesh colour, brownish on culmen for about 
one-quarter length at tip; legs and feet brownish Hesh colour; claws horny 
brown. I 

THE WHITEBROWED, or HUME'S, STAPHIDA 

Yuhim castaiziceps i~ufigenis (Hume) 
lxzilus rufgerlis Hume, 1877, Strily Fec~tlzers 5 :  108--Sikkim (Darjeeling). 

Plate 21, fig. 10 (facing p. 272) 

F.B.I. 1 : 311 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Above, head (slightly crested) greyish brown 

or sooty brown with a narrow white supercilium from eye to ear- 
coverts and a rufous band above this. Rest of upper plumage 
olive-brown; head, mantle and back with grey striations (shaft- 
stripes). Ear-coverts and sides of neck dull chestnut. Closed wings 
and tail dark olive-brown, the outer three or four pairs of tail 
feathers broadly tipped with white. Below, dull greyish white. 
Sexes alike. 

STAWS AND HABITAT: Apparently not uncommon at moderate 
elevations-c. 2000 to 5000 (?) ft. (Martam and elsewhere in the 
Teesta Valley). Affects secondary forest with shrubby undergrowtli. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Bhutan, Assnm hills north and north- 
east of the Brahmaputra. Other races in the Nngn Hills, Bulma, 
Thailand, W, Yunnan. The species extends to Borneo. 
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GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal. Keeps in flocks of as many as 20 or 
30 birds, often in the mixed Ilunting arties of 'tinies'. The birds 
hunt feverishly among the foli;lge o r  lofty trees and shrubhev 
alike, and rapidly sweep on to the next tree in disorder1 'follow- 
my-leader' fashion. Their movements as they cling to t K e leaves 
and branches are reminiscent of the tits, and the flocks keep up  a 
comparatively loud cheeping or twittering, like Yuhinu nigriinenta, 
all the while. Food: chiefly insects, but also seeds. 

NESTING: SeasmrApril to June. Nest-of soft shreds of grass 
and fibrous material stuffed into a natural hollow high up in a 
roadside cutting or steep earth bank, with a cup-like depression 
for the eggs. It is often concealed by o\rerllanging grass or weeds. 
E g g s 4  or 4, white with a very faint greenish or pinkish tinge, 
finely blotched all over with vandyke brown or reddish brown, more 
densely at the broad end. Size about 17 x 14 mm. 

nACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, SiEASUHEhiEhTS, ErC : A ~ptrilll~71 ( 9 ) collected 
by the Sikki~n Smvey measlwes: Wing 60: Ijill 10.5; tarwc 16.5; tail 53.5 mm. 

The Fauna gives the Wing d P as 60-63 mm. 
Iris reddish hrown; bill horuy 11row11 with a pinkish tinge; legs and feet 

brownish yellow; claws horny brown. 

THE CHESTNUT-HEADED, or WHITENAPED, IXULUS 

l'uhiiia bakeri Rothscl~ild 
Yuhir~n bakeri Rothscl~ild, 1926, h'ooit. Zool. 33: 27G-Dar-jeeling. New 

name for Sioci occil~it/rlis Blyth, 1844, preoccupied. 

F.B.I. 1 :  321 
LOCAL NAMES : Temgyeng-pho or Turinging-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : *r= ky hair-brown tit-like little bird with 

chesh~ut head and upstan ing crest, conspicuous blackish lores and 
a white nuchal patch. 

Abme, forehead and crest rusty brown (feriuginous); a large white 
patch on nape; lores and round the eye dusky. Back olive-green, 
streaked with whitish on mantle; upper tail-coverts and tail fulvous 
brown. Below, chin and throat white; breast vinaceous, streaked 
with brown. Abdomen olivaceous; under tail-coverts fermginous. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Apparentlv only at mcderate elevations- 
about 2000 to GOO0 ft. (Dikchr~, Singhik, Chungthang, Gangtok). 
Affects secondary 'ungle by the side of mule tracks and along the 
edge of ;lbandoneJ o\,ergmwn forest clearings etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIhl: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills llorlh 
and ~011th of Brahmaputra Ri\ler; A4anipur, N. Burma. 

GENERAL I*~BJTS: Arboreal, sociable, tit-like and similar to the 
other yuhinas. Moves about in mixed flocks amongst tree-tops and 
bushes, feeding on insects and berries. 
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NESTING : Season-May-June, Nest--either domed or cu -shaped; 
of moss, leaves, bracken roots and tendrils, lined with fine f em- and 
moss-roots. Placed a few feet u in forest trees, overhung with B green moss, or in thickets of wil raspberries etc. Eggs--3 or 4, 
white, heavily blotched with reddish brown to deep umber brown. 
They are reminiscent of swallows' eggs. Size about 19X 14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACIEIIIZTTCS, M L A S G ~ ~ M E N T S ,  ETC : The prominent white nuChnl 
patch at once distinguishes this ixulus from all its near relations. 

Four specimens collectetl by the Sikkim Survey measure : 
U'i n g Bill Tarsrls Tail 

2 d d  70 12-12.3 51.5-22 51-53 mm. 
2 9 9 66-68 11-13.5 20-23.5 46.5-48 mm. 

A Schsfer skin from Sikkim (o?) 11ns Wing 64 mm. 
Iris yellowish brown; bill horny brown; legs, feet and claws horny brown. 

THE YELLOWNAPED IXULUS 

Yuhitza fEauicollis flcooicollis Hodgson 
Yuhiltn fluoicollis Hoclgson, 1896, Asiat. Res. 19 : 167-Nepal (restricted 

to central Nepal, Ripley 1959, Synopsis). 

Plate 21, fig. 9 (facing p. 272) 

F.B.I. 1 : 322 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Brown-crested, tit-like, rather similar to the 

Chestnut-headed Ixulus but with no white patch on nape. A broad 
rusty yellow collar round hindneck; black lores and moustachial 
streak. Underside with a strong wash of yellow. The crest is 
frequently erected, highlighting the mousy grey nape and yellow 
hind-collar. Sexes alike. 

STATUS ANU HABITAT: Resident between about 1000 and 9000 ft. 
elevation, even in winter; commonest between 2000 and 3000 ft. 
(Rangpo, Singtam, Temi, Gangtok, Chungthang, Lachen). Affects the 
same facies as the last. 

DISTR~UTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Central and eastern Nepal, Bhutan. 
Other races replace it in the western Himalayas, and in the Assam 
hills east of Bhutan. The species extends through Assam, Manipur, 
N. Burma, N. Thailand to Yunnan and Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS : Not appreciably different from other yuhinas 
and ixulus. The flocks keep up  a continuous murmuring twitter, 
punctuated by a harsh chi-chi-chiu like similar notes of the Quaker 
Babbler (Alcippe poioicephala) of peninsular India. Another call 
has been described as a querulous screech-screech followed by a 
pleasant warble. Feeds in tit-like manner largely on wild raspberries 
(Rdus)  and other small berries, articularly of a species of shrub like 
Trema (?) which are a favourite !i' ood also of many laughing thluslles. 

N E s n N G :  Seuson-May-June. Nest and site similar to those of 
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the Chestnut-headed Ixulus. Eggs also indistinguishable. Very 
slightly larger, about U)X 15 mm. 

RACIAL CII4MCI'ERISTLCS, MEASURKXIENTS, E1.C : Tlle west Iiinlalaya~l race 
albicollis (Kangra to W .  Nepal) is paler and greyer with a white posterior 
border to the hind collar. The adjoining eastern race Latleyl is darker than 
jkzoicollis, not paler as stated in the original description (Stuart Baker, Bull. 
Brit. Ortl. Cl .  1914, 35:  17). 

Specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 d 66 13 19.5 48.5 mm. 
3 Q Q 60-65 12-15 18.5-20.5 46-48 mm. 

A fine series of 19 adults in the Schiifer Sikkim collectio~i gives Wing 80 (7) 
to 66 (d)  mm. (av. 62.6.) (Stresemannj. 

Iris brown or hazel-brown; a fine ring of minute white feathers round eye; 
bill horny brown, paler on lower mandible; legs and feet yellowish flesh colour; 
claws brownish flesh. 

THE STRIPEDTHROATED YUHINA 

Yuhina gulmcns gularis Hodgson 
Yi~llir~u grrluris Hodgson, 1836, Asiclt. Res. 19 : 166-Nepal. 

Plate 21, fig. 4 (facing p. 272) 

F.B.I. 1 : 317 
LOCAL NAME : Fugi-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACI-ERS : A small, active, brown-crested, tit-like bird, 

reminiscent also of a miniature bulbul, with soft buffy pink coloured 
breast, workin through tree-tops in parties. 1 Abme, fore ead and crest rich hair brown. Rest of upper plumage 
olive-brown, fulvous on rump and upper tail-coverts. Closed wings 
edged with orange-brown. Lores, oheeks and ear-coverts grey. 
Belou;, chin and throat pale vinous, streaked black; breast descent ;  
rest of underparts dull orange-brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common between about 6000 and 
13,000 ft. elevation (Kewzing, Gangtok, hlanshitang, Lachung, Lachen, 

Affects oak, rhododendron and mixed conifer forest, and ::st&. 
D I S ~ B U T ~ O N  o u r s m ~  s 1 ~ m . 1 :  Garhwal, Kumaon, Nepal, Bhutan, 

Assam hills nod l  of Brahmaputra River. Another race in Assam hills 
south of the Brahmapuba, Manipur, Upper Bunna. 

GENERAL HABITS : Arboreal. Parties, commonly in association with 
Yuhina flauicollis and Y. occipitalis and other small babblers and 
'tinies', hunt energetically in the foliage canopy of taU trees and 
shrubs. Food: insects and berries. A constant conversational twitter 
is ke t up whilst feeding, and it has also a curious long drawn-out 
call P weeee. 

NESTING : Season-April to July. Nest--not well authenticated. 



Described variously as a inassive gl(rbu1ar structure of moss, and as a 
fragile-looking cradle of roots etc., placed in the fork of a tree or 
between rocks. Egg&, dingy grey-green, speckled freely with 
dark reddish brown, the markings coalescing at the larger end illto 
a ring or cap. Size about 17 x 13 mm. 

I(ACIAL C:HAHAC.rERISTICS, AIEASUIIEMENTS, ETC: Differs froIl1 y ~ ~ l i l l l ~  
occipitnlis in having the throat black-streaked, and no orange-n~fous ring round 
the occiput ( = b : ~ k  OF the Iiencl). 

Three specinlens collectetl by the Sikkim Survey measure: 
Wing Rill Tarsus Tail 

1 d 75 16.5 22.5 61 mm. 
2 O ?  72-75 16-17.5 21-23 55-58 mm. 

Twelve examples in the Sci~iifcr Sikkim collection, ineasured by Stresemann, 
give Wing 71 ( 9 )  to 78 (8) Inn(. (nv. 14.5). Against this the Fauna gives for 
9 '68-79' mm. 
Iris reddish brown; bill: upper mandible horny brown, lower paler with 

orange tinge; legs ancl feet orange-brown; claws horny brown. 

THE SLATYHEADED, or RUFOUSVENTED, YUHINA 

Yuhina occipitdis occipitalis Hodgson 
Yrihittn occipitalis Hodgson, 1636, Asid.  Res. 19: 166-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 319 
LOCAL NAME: Turinging-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: An active, brown, tit-like bird with slaty crest, 

a white ring round eye, a black moustachial streak, pale chestnut 
nape and bright chestnut under tail-coverts. Parties in tree-tops. 

Above, forehead, crest and ear-coverts slate-grey with whitish 
streaks. Hind part of crest, and nape pzle chesbut. Rest of upper 
parts rufous-brown. Bslow, chin, throat, breast and sides of neck 
vinous; rest of underparts pale rusty, deepening to bright chestnut 
on vent and under tail-coverts. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: More or less coincident with that of the 
Stripedthroated Yuhina, between about GOO0 and 13,000 ft. elevation 
(Gangtok, Chungthang, Lachen, Thangu). Affecting identical facies. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Chumbi Valley (S. 
Tibet). The species extends to NW. Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to the Stripedthroated Yuhina with 
which, and with other small timaliids, it commonly associates in mixed 
flocks. Hunts insects in canopy foliage as well as on moss-covered 
tree-trunks and branches, and in bushes. Also feeds largely from 
rhododendron blossoms (nectar ?). The inelnbers maintain contact 
with one another by chr~rring conversational notes. It has a distinctive 
pleasing 'song' besides. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkiln UI. elsewllere. 
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RACIAL C:HAHACTERIS~I~C;S, XII.:ASC;I(LALL:.~IS, h.1.~:: Tlle F a u ~ ~ a  giv~?r tllc 
measurements as: d 9 Wirlg 59-62; I ~ i l l  11-12; tarsus c. 18; tail c. 50 mm. 

Three adult specime~u collc~ted 1)). Schifer in Sikkirn (scax ?) have Wing 65, 
66, 66 mln. 

Iris red-bro~vn; bill rcdd~sll  brow^; legs and fee t  oriurgc-buff; claws horny 
brown. 

THE BLACKCHINNED YUHINA 

Yuhina nigrimenta ~zigrinienta Hodgson 
Yuhiiul ~ i i g r i n ~ c i ~ t a  Hodgson 1845, irr Ulyth, lour.  Asiol. Suc. Uetrgr~! 

14 : 562-Nepi11. 

F.B.I. 1 : 3 m  
LOCAL NAME : Turinging-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - (about Munia). 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A restless, dainty little greyish brown bird with 

black and grey crest and face, and black-and-red bill. Flocks in 
trees and bushes. 

Above, forehead and crest black with scale-like grey edging to the 
feathers; nape and sides of head grey; lores black. Back and rest of 
upper plumage greyish olive-brown. Below, chin black; throat white; 
rest of underparts pale fulvous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Found at fairly low elevations, between 
about 1200 and 3000 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Dikcl~u and elsewhere in 
the Teesta Valley). Mects secondary jungle, and is partial to over- 
grown cultivation clearings. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : From Garllwal and Naini Tal east- 
ward: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north and south of the 
Brahmaputra; Manipur. The species extends through N. Burma to 
Yunnan, Indochina and S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal and sociable. In restless flocks, by 
themselves or mixed with other 'tinies', hunting tit-like for insects in 
the foliage canopy of tall trees or low shrubs with feverish energy, 
and rapidly 'flowing' or sweeping on from tree to tree. The birds 
keep up a lively chorus of low cheeping twitters the while. 

NESTING : Season-April to June (July?). Nest-a comparatively 
massive, compact little cradle or 11ammock of scraps of dead moss 
and moss-roots bound wit11 cobwebs, slung behveen lichens growing 
on a low branch. It  is lined with fine soft grass. Eggs--3 or 4, 
normally pale sea-green, profusely spotted all o\.er with pale brown 
blotches and finer speckles. The markings are dense at the larger 
end where they tend to foim a broad ring. Size about 17x13 mm. 

RACIAL CIJARACTERISTICS, AIEASUREAIENI-s, ETC: The ~ulstreakrd \vllite 
throat, and black chin and lores, distiuguish this species from the other small 
crested babblers of the genus. 



206 M U S C I C A P I D A E  

Three specimens collected in Sikkiln measnlo: 
Wing Uill Tarsus Tail 

1 6  58 13 16.5 38 mm. 
3 0 9 54.5-55.5 13-14 16 36-36.5 mm. 

Iris brown; bill: upper mandible horny brown, lower coral red with brownis11 
tip; mouth bright orange-red; legs a ~ i d  feet yellowish brown; claws pale 
horny brown. 

THE WHITEBELLIED ERPORNIS 

Yuihina zmthodezrca za~t~thole.uca (Hodgson) 
Erpor~iis zt~ratholezccn Hodgson, 1844, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 13:  380- 

central region of Ncpal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 325 
LOCAL NAME : Dung-pu-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A partially tufted, plain-looking babbler, 

greenish yellow above, greyish white below, with ashy white ear- 
coverts and bright yellow under tail-coverts. Sexes alike. 

STATUS ANI) HABITAT: Met with by me only at  Rangpo (c. 1200 ft.), 
Singtam (c. 1800 ft.), Kewzing (c. 5000 ft.) and below Lacllen (c. 
7500 ft.). According to Stevens 'it occurs up  to an elevation of 3300 ft. 
in the Teesta Valley'! In Nepal, both Dr Dillon Ripley and 
Mrs Desirke Proud found it between 6000 and 7000 ft. in autumn and 
spring, as well as in winter. Affects secondary evergreen jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south of the Brahmaputra; Manipur, Burma, Tenasserim. The 
species extends to Malaya, Indonesia, Indochina, Formosa, Hainan. 

GENEEUL HABITS: Not markedly different from the other members 
of the genus described. Keeps in pairs or small parties usually mixed 
up in the restless assemblages of small babblers, nuthatches, fly- 
catchers and warblers, feeding in a tit-like manner amongst leafy 
treetops or in shrubbery, and 'flowing' on with them rapidly from 
tree to tree. Unobtrusive and silent. Its call is unrecorded. 

NESTING : Seuson-April, May, June (?). Nest-a little cradle or 
hammock of fine fibres, moss, fern-roots, etc., lined with black root- 
hairs. Slung between small horizontal twigs in a bush or sapling, 2 to 
4 ft. up. Eggs-2 or 3, china-white, scantily freckled and finely 
blotched with pale pinkish red. Size about 17 x 13 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUHEMENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives the 
measurements as: 9 Wing 63-70; bill 20-20.5; tarsus c. 16; tail C. 45 mm. 
In two recently collected specimens O F  this race the bill from forehead measures 
c. 15 mm.; tarsus c .  19 mm.; these figures seem more accurate. 

Iris brown; bill: upper mandible brown, lower mandible whitish grey; lcgs 
and feet whitish grey. (Ripley.) 
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THE GOLDENBIIEASTED BABBLER 

Alcipple chymti.~ chry.sotis (Blyth) 
Propurus chrysotis Ulyth, 1844, lour. Asjot. Soc. Berrgul 13 : 9:38--llirl1:tl;iyas 

(=Nepal). 

Plate 21, fig. 5 (facing p. 272) 

F.B.I. 1 : 293 
L O C ~  NAME : Prong-samyer-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S  : A small tit-like babbler : ashy olive and olive- 

green above; bright orange-yellow below, with chin and throat silvery 
ash-brown. Forehead, crown, and nape blackish ashy. Ear-coverts, 
cheeks and a ring round the eye silvery white. A whitish bar in the 
dark wings. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HIIBITAT: According to Stevens, widely distributed 
between about 6500 and 10,000 ft., but not common. Schafer obtained 
specimens at between 6000 and 7000 ft. (Gangtok, Penlom La, Manshi- 
tang). Affects dense growth on steep hillsides; partial to thick 
bamboo patches. 

DISTRIBUTTON OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south of Brahmaputra River; Manipur. Other races in Burma, 
Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Flocks of 20 to 30 or more, sometimes intermixed 
with other small babblers, forage tluough low bushes and bambtm 
scrub, and quickly 'flow' on. The actions and behaviour when feed- 
ing are rather tit-like, and also do not differ appreciably from those 
of the Siklcim Fulvetta (p. 209). The call notes and song are 
undescribed. Food: insects and small seeds. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim, and apparently seldom else- 
whme. Near Dajeeling, May and June are said to be the breeding 
months. Nest--an upright egg-shaped structure of dry barn1100 leaves 
and coarse grass, lined with finer grass and moss roots, with a lateral 
entrance hole. Built in a bamboo clump a few feet above the ground. 
E g g s 4  or 4, pinky white, speckled and spotted with brownish red, 
more densely at the broad end. Size about 16x 13 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, .\ILA5UREMEKI.S, ETC : .: + \J7l1lg .50-54: hill C. 

8; tarsus c. 23; tail c. 50 mln. (Fauna). 
Seven specimens collected in Sikkirn by Schiifc~. ( c' 0) have \l'inp 51-54 lnm. 

(av. 52.6). 
Iris brown; bill plumbeo~~s, paler belo~v; legs and feet fleshy. 
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THE DUSKY GREEN, or YELLOWTHROATED, BABBLER 

Alcipjle citlerea (Blyth) 
Minlu cirleren Blyth, 1847, lorrr. Asitrt. Soc. Uotgol 16:  449-D,lrjeeliny. 

F.B.I. 1 : 287 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
F ~ L D  CHARACTERS : Abozje, yellowish green (fading to 'dusky' green 

in museum specimens, whence the name); feathers of crown and 
nape margined with black. Below, yellow; olivaceous on sides of 
neck, breast and abdomen. 

A black streak through the eye, a conspicuous yellow superciliurn 
above it from bill to nape, and a broad black band from forehead to 
nape above the supercilium, are diagnostic points. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Locally distributed 'at elevations probably 
not exceeding 4000 ft. in the hot, moist valleys' (Stevens). Schafer 
obtained a specimen at hlanshitang, c. 5850 ft. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam north and 
south of the Brahrnaputra. 

CENEW HABITS: Vely similar to Alcippe n. ~zipaleizsis and the 
other small babblers with which it habitually associates in restless 
hunting parties. 

NESTING: Semon-May and June. Nest-a deep cup, sometimes 
domed, of bamboo leaves and fern fronds, usually lined with moss- 
or fern-roots etc. Eggs-4, variable. The commonest type is buff 
stippled with reddish brown, densely at the broad end where the 
spots often coalesce to form a ring. Size about 19X 15 mm. 

RACIAL CII.\lIAC1EHIS'I.ICS, . \ IEI \SULIE~IEN'IS  E.1.C: 3 9 MJing 5:3-58; bill C. 10, 
tarsus c. 2:3; tail 42-44 mill. (Fauna). ScliLlc~.'s specimen (0) has \Ving 56 mm. 

Iris I~rown or recltlish brown. I~ill (lark l~or!ly brown, paler (I>luish xvi~ite! 
on lower mandible; lcgs nnd feet pale yellowish horn. 

THE CHESTNUT-HEADED BABBLER 

Aldppe castanecepa caicitaneceps (Hodgson) 
Minln custn~lece l~s  1Iotlg.;o11 1837, Irtcl. Itc~ierc; 2 :  3:3--Nep;ll (restricted 

to Chandragiri Pass, central Nepal, Ily Hiplcy 19S0, Jorrr. Bornbn!, Not. I-lisl. 
SO(;. 49 : 397). 

Plate 21, fig. 11 (facing p. 272) 

F.B.I. 1 : 288 
LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE : Span-ow-. 
FIELD CHARACTIIRS : Above, olive-green tinged with fulvous. Fore- 

head, crown and nape cheshut-bro~n;  forehead stre.&ed with white, 
crown and nape with pale nifous. A broad white supercilium. A 



1 .  Bengal Redcapped Babbler ( T i n ~ a l i a  p. bengalensis) 2. Whiteheaded Shrike-Babbler ((;a~irpsnvlt~nchus 
v. ~14frc!us) 3. Silrkim Spotted Babbler (Pellorfnetrnt v.  t~tandell i i )  4. Barthroated Siva (hiinla s .  strigrda) 
5. Longbilled Wren-Babbler (Rirnatov nt. n~alacoplilrcs) 6 .  Red~vinged Shrike-Babbler ~Ptrrrrll~itrs e. 
e ~ ~ ~ t k ~ o p i e v ~ s )  7. Rufousbellied Shrike-Babbler (Ptevuth.iws v .  rt.(.(fir~eiitev) 8. Sikkim Chestnutrumped 

., Sibia (Heterophasia a .  anaectens) 9.  Sikkim Hoary Barwing (Actinoduva n. vinctuva) 10. Nepal Cutia 
(Cwtia n .  nipalensis) 11. Redbilled Leiothrix, or ' Pekin Robin ' (Leiothrix 1. calipyga) 



1. Spotted Wren (Spclacov~tzs fol,r~loscts) 2 .  Ta~led \Vren (Sprltreor,nts cazcilntzis) 3. Chestnut headed 
Wren (Tesia c .  ca~ta~aeocoronnta) 4. Brown Wren (.ll~crorrva p ,  p~crrlla) 5. Sikki~n Goldcrest (Reglclus 
v.  szkkinzensis) 6. Sikkim Firecapped Tit-Warbler (Ceplralopyrus f. satrrvat14s) 7. Spotted Rush LI'arbler 
(Bradyptevus t .  thovaczcus) 8. Dusky Leaf Warbler (Phylloscopus f. fuscatus) 9. Orangebarred Leaf 

Warbler (Phylloscopus p .  pzrlcher) 10. Dull Green Leaf Warbler (Phylloscopus t .  tr~ockiloides) - PLATE 18 
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broad line through eye, a ~ ~ d  moustachial streak, black. Rest of head 
white. Bslow, pale fulvous white; sides of breast and hody ochraceous. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS ANL) HABITAT: A moderate to 11igIr elevatiorl species. 
Generally distributed; according to Stevens from about -3500 ft. 
(Rungbong Valley) to 10,000 ft. (Singalila Ridge), seasonally. 
Schiifer collected specimens at Gangtok, Chungthang, Laohung and 
Karponang (c. 5000 to 9000 ft.). The recent 1,oke-Silirn Ali Survey 
observed it near Singhik, Temi and Kewzing between 2500 and 
7700 ft. Affects heavy evergreen undergrowth at the edge of forest 
and in abandoned clearings. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
of the Brahmaputra; parts of Burma. Other races in Assam south 
of the Brahmaputra, Burma, Thailand, Malaya, Indochina, etc. 

G E N ~  HABITS: Not different from those of Alciwe t~ipuleilsl's, 
but often also seen in more or less ure flocks (unmixed with other 
species) of up  to 30 or more birds. T 'i e flock (whether pure or mixed) 
hunts with feverish energy through the foliage of bushes and trees 
and 'flows' on rapidly from tree to tree. 

NESTING: Season-May-June. Nest-a compact cup of green 
moss, usually domed; sometimes built against a moss-covered tree- 
trunk, at others placed in a tan le of creepers, 5 to 10 ft. from the 
ground. Eggs--4, white, blotcheb: with inky black and with secondary 
markings of pale inky lavender. Size about 18 X 14 mm. 

RACIAL CHAR.4C:TERIS'TICS, LIEASUREUENTS, ETC: A female obtauied by tile 
Survey nleasures: Wing 56; ])ill 11: tarsus 90.5; tail 41 mln. 

Eighteen adults in Scliiifer's Siklrim collcction give Wing 53' ( ' 5 )  to 59 ( 3 )  
mm. 

Iris brown; bill hornv bmw11, pder (yellowish) at base ot lower mandible; 
legs, feet and claws olive-bro\vn; soles bright yellow. 

T h e  juvenile plumage is exactly likc the adult in coloration, but the featlIc.rs 
are softer and fluffier (Stresemann.) 

THE SIKKIM FULVETTA 

Alcippe cirlipectus chuntbieq~sis (Kinnear) 
Fuloettu t ir~ipectt is  ch~cmbiar~sis hillnear, 1959, 1l)i.s: 751-Yatul~g. C h u n ~ b ~  

Valley. 

Plate 21, fig. 12 (facing p. 272) 

F.B.I. 1 : 290 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A tiny, fluffy-pllunaged. pinkish bro\vn babbler 

with \vhite throat and breast and conspicuous long white and black 
eyebrow. 

Aboue, vinous brown, with ferruginous I - L I I I ~ ~  and u p p r  tail- 
coverts. Belmc, chin, throat and upper breast white; breast pale 

14  



vinous brown; abdomen, flanks and under tail-coverts pale fulvous. 
A very broad white supercilium to the nape, bordered above by a 
dull black band reaching beyond the nape. Cheeks and ear-coverts 
vinaceous brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Conllnori to vely common at high 
elevations, between about 7000 and 12,000 ft., even in winter 
(Kewzing, Laohen, Lachung, Zemu, Plialut, Singalila Ridge). Mects 
low scrub growth of rhododendron, Berbe~is, juniper, etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSLDE SIKKIM : Nepal; Chumbi Valley, S. Tibet; 
Bhutan and Assam hills north of Brahmaputra River. Other races 
in the western Himalayas, Assam hills south of the Brahmaputra, 
Manipur, N. Burma, Indochina. 

G ~ E R A L  HABITS: Keeps in active parties and flocks; usually tame 
and confiding. Prefers low bushes to trees. The birds incessantly 
utter a soft, lugh-pitched, merry, chittering chip, chip, which first 
betrays their presence. Said to have 'a sweet, gentle, little song' in 
the breeding season. Actions when feeding rather tit-like, often 
hanging upside down on twigs and peering and pecking under leaves, 
the flocks 'flowing' on from bush to bush. Food: small seeds and 
insects. 

Was observed as m e  of the commonest birds at Lachung in 
winter, hunting complacently even among bushes partially buried 
under heavy snow. 

NESTING : Season-May- June. Nest-a deep compact cup of grass, 
moss and roots, lined with hair. Built between stems of ringal 
bamboo or in a bush, about 2 ft. from the ground. Eggs--3, deep 
soft grey-blue, sparsely blotched with black or rarely with freckles 
of reddish brown, at the larger end. Size about 19 x 14 mm. 

RACLAL CHARACTERISTLCS, MEASUlIEh4ENTS, ETC : Clzumbiensis differs from the 
adjoining nominate race (uinipectus) ol' the westei-n Himalayas in being much 
darker, with pronounced dusky streaking on the tluoat. 

Six specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey measwe: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 d d  62 i0-11 23.5-24 55 n11n. 
4 9 9  58-60 9.5-10.5 23-24.5 51.5-54 mm. 

Twenty specimens in lile Schifer Sikkbn collection (d Q )  I~nve Willg 56-62 
mm. (nv. 38.1 ). Orie other has an exreptio~lal l~ large wing, 64 mln. (Stresemannj. 

Iris creamy white, biscuit coloiw, or brown; bill horny brown, flesh colour 
at base of lower mandible; legs, feet autl claws horny brown. 
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THE NEPAL WHITE-EYED QUAKER BABBLER 

Alcippe r~ilHlleirsis tripcllet~s-is (Hodgson) 
Sioa nil)crlr?risis H O C ~ ~ ~ U I I ,  18:37, I l ~ t l .  Heubu, 2:  89-Nepal. 

Plate 21, fig. 8 (facing p. 272) 

F.B.I. 1: 275 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD C H A P A ~ E R S :  Fulvous brown above; pale buff below, wllitish 

on chin and belly. Head and neck ale brownish ashy. The 
conspicuous ring of white feathers rounl eye, and blackish mper- 
cilium from eye to nape, are diagnostic. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common between about 2000 and 
7000 ft. (Martam, Sin hik, Penlom La, Gangtok). Affec~s moist forest d with thick scrub un ergrowth. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Eastern Nepal, Bhutan, Assiun 
north and south of Brahmaputra River; Chittagong Hill Trads; B m a .  
The species extends through Thailand, Malaya, Yunnan, Indochina. 
Also Hainan, Formosa, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS : Keeps in active, restless flocks working feverishly 
through undergrowth and folia e canopy of trees, clinging sideways 
and upside down on twigs, and fluttering momentarily in the air in 
front of sprigs like a flycatcher or leaf warbler. The next instant 
the flock has swept 011 in disorderly follow-my-leader fashion to the 
next tree! These itinerant flocks are often mixed with other small 
babblers. Whilst foraging the birds keep up a constant twittering- 
'a shrill whinnying note' according to Stanford. Food: mainly tiny 
insects. 

NESTING : Season-April to June. Nest-cup-shaped, fairly 
compact, of bamboo leaves and coarse grass, bound with cobwebs 
and lined with fine roots, moss, etc. Eggs--3 or 4, very variable: 
white, cream or ale pink, speckled, blotched and smeared with lilac- 
purple, brick-ref or purple-red, and sometimes with a few twisted 
lines. Size about 19 x 14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISn,CS, MEASUREXENTS, ETC : T\VO ~ p e ~ i l n e l l ~  collected 1))' 

the Sikkim Survey measure : 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 c? 61 13.5 22 59 mm. 
1 9  60 12 22 57 mm. 

Three examples (ses ?) i l l  the Schiifer collection have Wing 58, 59, 60 mm. 
(Stresemann). 

Iris brown; I d 1  greyish honl, i~ro\vn on 1,asnl hvo-thirds of upper mandible; 
legs, feet arid claws plumbeous horny brown. 



THE SIKKIM CHESTNUTRUMPED SIBIA 

Heteropl~asia uririecterrs art~iecter~s (Blyth) 
Leioptila ~l~tlectnrls [sic] Blyth, 1847, Jortr. Asic~t. Soc. Bcrtgul 1 6 :  450- 

Dilrjeeli~ly. 

Plate 17, fig. 8 (facing 13. 208) 

F.B.I. 1 :  300 
LOCAL NAME : Rubn~n-pl10 (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulbul- . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E H S :  Aboue, including top and sides of head and 

ear-coverts, black. Hindneck boldly white-streaked. Middle of 
back, rump and upper tail-coverts chestnut-red. Scapulars pale 
rufous. Some bluish white and chestnut on the black wing quills. 
Tail black, graduated, with the feathers broadly tipped white and 
faintly cross-rayed. Below, chin, breast and belly white; flanks, 
vent and under tail-coverts fulvous. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Presumably resident between 2000 ft. 
(as in Bhutan) and 6000 ft. elevation. Afiects tree forest with moss- 
and lichen-covered tiunks and boughs. 

D I s m B U n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIAX : Bhutan, Assam hills north and 
south of Brahmaputra River; hlanipur, Buima, Shan States. The 
species extends to Thailand, N. Tonkin, S. Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal. Small parties keep to t.he canopy 
foliage in tall trees. The birds creep along the branches or clamber 
on the trunks like a nuthatch, occasionally head downwards, search- 
ing crevices of the bark and under the moss and lichens for insect 
food. The call note has been described as a clear single whistle. 

NESTING : Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. Season-May-June. 
Nest-a neat, compact cup of moss and leaves lined with root fibres. 
Placed 8 to 20 ft. up in the fork of an outhanging branoh. Eggs-2 
or 3, variable. Commonest type pale bluish or greenish grey, blotched 
and smeared with reddish brown, with spots and short wavy lines 
here and there, and secondary smudges of pale lavender or pale 
brown. Size about 22 x 16 mm. 

RACIAL C ~ L A R A C T E R I S T I . ~ ~ ,  ~~IFASUREMENTS,  ETC: The  Fauna gives the 
ina~~siuements as: d 9 Wing 75-80; bill 15-16; tarsrls c. 24; t;Iil 85-87 mln. 

Iris I~rownish; bill black yellow at base of lower mandil~le; ti~rsus and toes 
\\-ax yellow; claws l>rc;w~lisl~. 
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THE BLACKHEADED SIBIA 

Heterop11cw.i~ cajvi.s.tratu l~uyleyi [Kinnear) 
Leioptiln cu~~isttutu l ~ny l ey i  Kinncar, 19:3H, Ibis: 752-?';iktoo, ])car S;ikdan, 

E. B h u t a ~ ~ .  

F.B.I. 1 : 296 
LOCAL NAMES : Sambriak-pho (Lepcha); Sesigona (Bhutia); Sibya 

(Nepali). 
SIZE : Bulbul+ , with propartionately long tail. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A handsome, black-crested, rufous, hulbul-like 

bird, with a conspicuous white patch in the black wings in fli .ht. 
-Above and below bright rufous with only the upper back ('sad d le') 
greyish brown. Whole head, including a full crest and sides of 
neck, glossy black. Edges of closed wings bluish rep; a white patch 
near shoulder. Tail rufous and black, tipped wit f 1 bluish grey; tips 
of the central pair of rectrices broad and with a black subterminal 
band. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Common behveen about 2000 and 
9000 ft. elevation (hlartam, Kewzing, Temi, Gangtok, Chungthang, 
Lachen, Manshitang, etc.) with considerable altitudinal movement 
seasonally. Affects tall forest, and dense secondary grmvth. 

DISTRZBUTION O U T S ~ E  SIKKIhl: Eastern Nepal, Bhutan, Assarn 
hills north of Brallrnaputra River. Other races in central Nepal and 
western Himalayas. 

GENEML HABITS: Strictly arboreal. Small nois flmks in winter; 
pairs in summer. Commonly amongst the mixe d' itinerant huntin 
parties. Very active and lively. Hunts in the foliage canopy an f 
on moss covered tree-trunks with tit-like acrobatics, hanging upside 
down on sprigs to peer under the leaves and in crevices. Sometimes 
flies out to catch an insect on the wing. Berries and seeds are also 
eaten. A regular visitor to Salmalia (=Bornbar) and rhododendron 
flowers for insects and nectar. Hops swiftly from branch to branch 
like a laughing thrush or scimitar babbler. Flight like tree pie's, 
from tree-top to bee-top; also reminiscent of the minivet's. Has a 
clear, rather mournful whistling song tee-riri-reeri-reen', like the 
jingling of a tiny silver bell, repeated every half minute or so. In the 
distance this someti~nes sounds like the strident 'music' of a large 
cicada. 

NESTING: Season-April to July. Nest-a deep cup of moss, grass 
and roots in a high bush or small tree, 8 to 20 ft. up. Eggs-2 or 3, 
pale bluish grey, clouded, spotted and lined with various shades of 
brown. Size about 25 X 19 mm. 

I~AC:IAI. C I I . \ R ~ C T . I ~ H I S T I C ; S ,  X I E A s L 7 R n m K . r s ,  ETC:  The adjoining Nepal race 
t~igriceps is paler and more cinnamon coloared. wit11 n srlffr~sion of olive 
(instend of clove) in the greyish I11.on-n sctddle. The west Himalayan race, 
capistmta, is the palest and largest of the three. 

Three specimen.; collected I,?; the Sikkim Survey measure: 
M7ing Rill T:irsns Tail 

2 d d  22-22.5 90-30.5 102.5-103.5 nun. 
1 0  92 2 1 27.5 97.5 111111. 
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Twenty adults i l l  the Schiilrr Sikkiln collectio~~ have Wing 89 ( 9 )  to 101 ( d )  
against the Fauna's '91- 96' Inln. (S tresen~ann). 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet hronnish flesh colour; claws horny 
brown. 

THE LONGTAILED SIBIA 

Heterophasin piccroitles picaoides (Hodgson) 
Sibio picaoides Hodgson, 1839, lour.  Asiat Soc. Bengul 8 : 38-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 295 
LOCAL NAME : Matcheo-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Bulbul, with a long tail. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A long-tailed greyish brown bulbul-like bird 

with black forehead, a white patch on the wings, and white-tipped 
graduated tail. Abose, deep slaty brown. Beloto, ashy grey; slaty 
brown on throat and breast, whitish on abdomen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident at fairly low elevations, from the 
base of the hills to about 3000 ft. where Stevens found it breeding. 
The Survey only came across it at Rangpo and Singtam, between 
1200 and 1800 ft. Frequents rather open scrub forest interspersed 
with large trees such as Salmalia (=Bombam). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S ~ U M  : Eastern Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills 
north of the Brahmaputra. Other races in Burma, Thailand, Indo- 
china, Malaya, Indonesia. 

CENEFLAL HABITS: Arboreal. In small parties or flocks of up to 
20. Very partial to the large red flowers of the Silk Cotton tree 
(Salmalia), feeding on the nectar in company with such habituks as 
Haircrested Drongos and Black Bulbuls. Also eats insects, flower- 
buds and seeds. A rich whistling call of thrush quality is constantly 
uttered. It consists of six notes ending whed-wheezo, recalling in 
cadence the song of the Quaker Babbler (Alcippe poioicephala), but 
much louder. While the birds hop among the branches the long 
tail is frequently swung about and cocked over the back as in the 
Himalayan Tree Pie. 

NESTING: Stevens took nests in the Rungbong Valley at c. 3000 ft. 
elevation. Season-April to June. Nest-a cup of green and brown 
moss lined with moss roots. Placed among tufts of needles high 
up in Chir pines, and almost invisible from below. E g g s 4  (?), pale 
grey-green, finely marked all over with small blotches of light reddish 
brown, more densely at the broad end. Some eggs are erythristic, 
i.e. pale pinkish white marked with pale red instead of reddish 
brown. Size about 25 x 18 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERIST1,CS. M E A S U R E h l E N T S ,  ETC : d 9 Mring 120-125; bill 
c. 24; c .  30; tail 210-220 inm. 

Iris red or crimson, occasionally Ixown: hill black or holny black; legs dusky 
grey; claws horny brown. (Stuart Raker.) 
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Subfamily SYLL'IINAE : FVarblers 

THE SLATYBELLIED WREN1 

Tesia cyaniuenter Hodgson 
Tesio c!~anlcjet~ter Hoclgson, 18:37, lour. Asiut. Snc. nerlgal 6 :  101-Nqal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 463 
L O C ~  NAMES : Tisi (Nepali); Samtit-tammmg (-cha). 
SIZE : Sparrow-. Same as the Brown Wren (11. 1-57). 
FIELD - C H A R A ~ S  : At first glimpse a tiny, plump, tailless, dark 

grey wren. Two distinct forms (or species ?) : 
(a) olinea: A h w ,  forehead, crown and nape glistening golden 

olive; lores, and a broad stripe from eye to nape black; back, edges 
to wings, up er tail-coverts and tail olive-green. Below, sides of B head and un erparts slate-blue. Sexes alike. 

(b) cyaninenter: Aboce, head olive-green concolorous with rest 
of upper parts. A diffuse yellowish supercilium above the black 
post-orbital streak. Below, ashy suffused with white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. There is sug estive evi- 
dence from the adjoining Bhutan area that (a) and (%) may be 
altitudinal forms, the darker (oliwa) breeding up to about 6000 ft., 
and the paler (cyaniuenter) higher up--a case parallel with that of 
the Brown and Scalybreasted Wrens (Microura). Proof in the sha e 
of actually breeding birds is not yet available. All the three examp f es 
obtained by the Sikkim Surve were at c. 1000 ft. elevation (Rangpo, 
Singtam) in December, and gelong to the paler form cyaninenter, 
presumably a winter visitor from the lugher altitudes. I have examined 
a cf of the dark, golden headed diuea taken in January between 
Rorathang and Rongli, in the Chicago hluseum of Natural History. 

Affects tangled humid undergro\vtl~ of ferns, weeds and nettles 
in forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S I K K I ~ ~ :  Garhwal (?), Nepal, Assam hills 
north and south of Brahmaputra River; Naga Hills, Manipur, Burma, 
N. Thailand, N. Yunnan, Indochina, S. China. The species extends 
to Java. 

GENERAL HGITS : Very similar to those of the Bromm Wren (p. 157). 
Keeps singly on or near the ground, skulkin3 amongst the rank 
herbage. Prances ceaselessly among fern an weed stalks, now 
clambering up one, now hopping to the next and back again, now 
up and down the same stem like some clocL-work toy, but all so 
lightly that hardly a leaf stirs to mark its position. Usually a fairly 
loud clzirik-chirik gives the only indication of its presence. This is 
apparently not so much an alarm call as merely a sign of awareness 
of an intnider's proximity, and of its own extreme inquisitiveness. 
Has a lively wren-like song, described as a clear, rippling, whistling 
p i p  pi pi-pip- pipti-pip. 

NESTING: Senson--chiefly Ma to June. Nest-a ball of vivid Y qeen  moss, colnpnctly lilled wit 1 fine moss roots. Placed about a 
' preferably 'Slat)-l>cllird G~otutd \Irnrldc-~' ,I\ 'M'ren' is n nlihnorncl 



foot from the gro~md in low b~mshwood or among boulders on a 
steep bank, hidden in moss and weeds. Eggs-usually 4, pale pink 
profusely and densely stippled wit11 bright brick-red, with vari a t '  lons. 
Size about 18X 13 mm. 

RACIAL CHAFIAC~~T.RISTICS, ICIEISUREMENTS, ETC : The Sikkim Survey spcci- 
mens measure : 

Wing Bill Ti~rsns Tail 
1 d 50 14.5 24 19 mm. 
1 9  -49 13 23 19.5 mm. 
1 o? 51 14 24 17 m n ~ .  

Iris brown; upper matidible I~lnckish brown, lower yellow to deep orange 
with horny brown tip; legs, feet ar~cl claws brownish flesh with slight olive 
tinge. 

THE CHESTNUT-HEADED WREN 

Tesia castaneoco~onata castaneoco~onata (Buiton) 
Sylvia? castnneocoronata Burton, 1856, FTOC. 2001. SOC. London: 

152-Himalayas ( =Nepal). 

Plate 18, fig. 3 (facing p. 209) 

F.B.I. 1 : 465 
LOCAL NAMES : Tisi (Nepali); Samtit-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Sparrow-. Same as the Brown and Slatybellied Wrens. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A tiny, tailless, bright colovred wren. Above, 

forehead, crown, and nape bright chestnut. Rest of upper plumage 
including wings and diminutive tail dark olive-green. Below, bright 
yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common, but found from low elevations 
(Rangpo, Singtam, Singhik, Lingtam) up  to 10,000 ft. or more accord- 
ing to Blanford, with perhaps some seasonal altitudinal movement. 
In Bhutan, Ludlow frequently met with it a t  10,000 to 11,000 ft. 
A specimen was collected by Polunin a t  13,000 ft, in central Nepal 
in August/September (JBNHS 52: 890). Affects similar facies to the 
Slatybellied Wren-dense, low brushwood and nettles etc, in humid 
forest, especially in ravines and bordering streams. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Kulu eastward, 
~ncluding the Assam hills north and south of Brahmaputra River. 
Burma, Yunnan. The species extends to Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS : Restless, skulking-similar to the Slatybellied 
Wren, though perhaps oftener seen hopping among weed stems and 
seedlings a foot or two above ground, and on rocks in fern-scrub 
and brushwood. In addition to  the inquisitive, chattering, wren-like 
chirnk-chiruk, it is described as having a loud and piercing seek-seek 
note (Whistler), a single distinctive alarm note roee reoeated at 
intervals of several seconds (Ripley), and a shrill call of four notes 
resembling that of the Greyheaded Flycatcher, Culicicapu ceylonen.n's. 
uttered at intervals (0smaston)-none of which I have heard. 



NESTING: S~USOII-May to July. Nest (:I ball of moss), alld eggs, 
in size and colour, indistinguishable from those of the Slatybellied 
Wren. A cuckoo's egg was taken from a nest at Tonglu (10,000 ft., 
Darjeeling Dist.) by Mr C. h.1. Inglis. 

nACIAL CIIA~ACT~SHIS.~ICS, MEASUHEMISNTS, ETC: The distinctive juvenile is 
not described in the Fauna. It is 'dark olive-grcct~ wit11 a 1)rownish tint al,ovc, 
and chestnut below' (Ibis, 1957: 2613. 

Two specimens collectc:~! 11y the Sikkim Survey (', , t r ? )  mea\ttrc.: Willg 
48-49, bill 11; tarsus 21-22; tail 21.5-22 mm. 

Eleven Sikkiln specimens collected by Stevens, now i l l  the Chicago hfrlseun~ of 
Natural History, have Wing 5 d cS 48-50 (av. 491; 6 9 Q 45-50 (av. 47) nun. 

Iris brown; upper mandible horny I~rown, lower yellowish with broa,nisll 
tip; legs, feet and cla\vs brownish flesh with an olive tinge. 

THE RUFOUSCAPPED BUSH WARBLER 

Cettia brunnifrons brunnifrms (Hodgson) 
Psinin brtirlrlifrons Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lor~don: 29-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2 :  512 
LOCAL NAME : Lik-lik-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Aboee, forehead, crown, and nape chestnut- 

brown shading to rufous olive-brown on rest of up er plumage 
including exposed portions of wings and tail. A pale bu if supercilium. 
Lores and a line behind eye blackish. Belmo, chin, throat and breast 
grey. Flanks darker grey, shading into ochraceous on thighs and 
under tail-coverts. Centre of breast and abdomen white. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS ANL) HABITAT: Common resident. Breeding at C. 10.000- 
12,000 ft. (Lachung, Singalila Ridge); descending to c. 3500 ft. or 
lower in winter. Schafer collected specimens in Odol3er, November, 
February, March and July between c. 5000 and 13.500 ft. (Chungthang, 
Gangtok, Lachen, Lachung, Thangu, Changu). 

In Bhutan, Ludlow found it ' v e ~  common indeed' behveen 9000 
and 13,000 ft. in summer, and collected sel-era1 ju\leniles, July to 
September. 

Affects bamboo clumps, rhododendron scrub, and bramble and 
grass thickets in forest clearings. 

Drs-rRIsrrTroN OUTSIDE S I X K I A ~ :  Nepal to Bhutan and Assam. The 
adjoining western Himalayas, from Garh~val to the Pir Panjal Range, 
are occupied by the paler mnd brighter race tohistleri. Eashvard, the 
species stretches into Yunnan. 

GENERAL H A B ~ T S :  Like its congeners, a great skulker. The alarm 
note is described as a shrill piercing \vhistle. Another call which is 
constantly repeated 'consists of ordinan chirping notes. follo\rred by 
a curious grating mouse-like sm~nd. twice repeated and of a 
ventriloqr~istic nature' (Osmaston). 



NESTING : Seas011-May-June. Nest-a domed oval of moss, dry 
grass and bamboo leaves scantily lined with fine grass ancl feathers, 
and with a circular opening near the top. Placed low down in 
thick bushes c. 2 ft. from the ground. E g g s - 3  or 4, variable, pale 
to very deep terra cotta red with a darker cap at the broad end. 
Size about 18 x 13 mm. 

RACIAL C H A n A c r E n r s n c s .  XIEASUIIEMENTS, ETC: Stresemann found two of 
Schgfer's specimens of 10 Septeml~er ~noulting feathers of the back and all tail 
feathers simultaneously, I ~ u t  not the wing feathers. Dr  Ripley also collected 
a specimen in west Nepal. c. 500 it. in January, wit11 all the tail feathers 
missing, which suggests that this may well b e  the characteristic pattern of 
moult in this species. Minus tail, and in its scrubby environment, the last 
looked deceptively like a Tesia! 

Schafer's good series from Sikkim measllres: Wing 6 d 6 48-51 (av. 48.7); 
3 9 9 45, 47, 47 mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris hazel; upper mandil~le I~lack, lower fleshy yellow; legs ancl feet fleshy 
white, darker on joints and toes. 

THE LARGE BUSH WARBLER 

Cettia major ma@r (Moore) 
Horeites major Moore, 1854, Cat. Birds Mus. E. I.  Co. 1 : 32.3-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2: 510 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  Differs from all other Sikkim bush warblers 

in having the crown contrastingly cdoured with the back. 
Abooe, crown of head deep rich chestnut-brown. Line of fore- 

head and supercilium aler, more rufous. Lores and a line behind 
eye blackish. Upper p P umage including exposed portions of tail and 
wings dark olive-brown, the last tinged rufous. Below, chin, throat 
and breast greyish white. Rest of lower parts dull white suffused 
with brown excepting on centre of abdomen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Recorded as breeding at c. 9000 ft. 
(Lachung), and doubtless breeds at still higher elevations. Sikkim 
specimens collected in April, May, June, August and October are 
in the British Museum, but without altitudinal data. In Bhutan, 
where this bird is apparently more plentiful than in Sikkim or Nepal, 
Ludlow found it at higher altitudes than any other bush warbler. 
He procured it up to 13,500 ft. between July and September. Its 
favourite habitat was dense rhododendron jungle in silver fir forest. 
The habitat in Sikkim is unrecorded, but will presumably be the same. 

DIsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Szechwan. 
GENERAL HABITS : Typical of this group. 
N E s n N c  : Season-(June)-July. Nest and eggs indistinguishable 

from those of C. fodiyves (p. 220), the eggs mensl~ring al~ollt 18 x 14 mm. 



HACUL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUI~EUENTS, 13TC: The Fauna givn lor d 3 
Wing 57-67; I~ill 11; tarsus 24-25; tail 44-51 mln. 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, yellowislr on lower rnandil~le and cornrntssure; 
legs and feet 'tan-brown'. 

BLANFORD'S BUSH WARBLER 

Cettia pulliclipes pallidipes (Blanford) 
Phyllo.scoprrr prrllirlipes Blnntord, 1872, lour. Asiut. Soc. Heirgol 

41 (2) ,  pl. vii, fig. 1-Sikkim. 

Plate 22, fig. 4 (facing p. 273) 

F.B.I. 2: 508 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
n E L D  CHARACI-EFIS: Differs from the Strongfooted Bush Warbler 

(p. 220) in being olive-brown above with only the edges of the flight 
feathers tinged rufous. Also in the under tail-coverts being brownish 
white, and the legs fleshy white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AM) HABITAT: Resident; recorded breeding between c. 4000 
and 5000 ft. altitude. Apparently descends to lower levels in winter. 
The British Museum has Sikkim specimens collected in March, May 
and August (elevations ?), and others from the Bhntan duars, January 
and April. Ludlow did not procure it in higher Bhutan. Affects 
scrub growth in forest. 

DISTRIBUT~ON OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Dehra Dun and western Nepal 
(Osmaston, Ripley) to E. Assam, north and south of the Brahrna utra 
River; Manipur, N. Burma. The species extends to Yunnan an! the 
Andarnans. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical of the bush warblers : skulking in under- 
growth and difficult to observe. It has a very insistent 4-noted call - 
(Osmaston). 

NESTING : Season-May-June. Alest and eggs indistinguishable 
from those of the bush warblers described, the latter both as to 
colour and size. 

RACML CHAnAcTERISTICS, XIEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Fauna gives the 
n~easureme~lts as: 6 C Wing 47-54: bill 10-11; tarsus C. 20; tail 40-49 mln. 

Iris brown; bill pale horny, darker on culrnal: legs and feet yellowish white 
or fleshy white. 



THE STRONGFOOTED BUSH WARBLER 

Cetticl for t i l~es  fortipes (Hodgson) 
Hornrrlis fortipcs I-Iodghon, J 845, I'roc. Zoo/. Soc. Lor~cioi~: 31-Nepal. 

F.R.I. 2 :  506 
LOCAL NAME:  

SIZE : Sparrow-. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Aboue, including exposed portions of wings and 

tail, dark rufous olive-brown. A narrow I~ l i f f  supercilium to nape. 
1,ores and a line through eye brown. Below, buGsh brown, paler 
on chin and throat, white on centre of abdomen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common and resident a t  elevations 
between c. 3500 and 6500 ft. (Chungthang, Kewzing, Gangtok)- 
November to April. In Bhutan, where it is apparently the commonest 
bush warbler, Ludlow procured specimens between 6500 and 8000 ft. 
-July to October. Affects bamboo jungle, bramble thickets and 
grass-and-bracken scrub in forest. 

D1sl"RIsunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : N q a l ,  Bhutan, Assam, Manipur, 
N. Burma. The species extends to the Indochinese and h4alaysian sub- 
regions. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps singly to under rowth, hopping about 
amongst the branches in search of insect fool,  seldom showing itself, 
and only rarely ascending to moderate heights in trees. Its distinctive 
call, usually the only indication of its presence, is an amazingly 
loud series of explosive notes preceded by a thin long-drawn whistle. 

NESTING: Season-May to July. Nest-domed, similar to  that of 
the next. Eggs--3 to 5, also deep chestnut-chocolate like those of 
I-Iume's Bush Warbler, measuring about 17 x 13 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: On an unobstructed view, 
may be differentiated in the fielcl from the last (C. pallidipes) by the colour of 
the upper plrimage (more rufous-l~rown inste:~d of olive-brown) and of the legs 
(brownish instead of n~hitish). 

Schlfer's Sikki~n specimens (2 6 d) have Wiug 56, 57 mm. The Fauna 
gives the range (d 9 )  as:  Wing 50-57; bill 1.0-11; tarsus 21-22; tail 41-51 mnl. 
(Bill 'd 13-15 mm.'-Kinnear). 

Iris dark brown; bill horny brown, paler !)elow; legs and feet palr fleshy 
l m w n  to brown. 

HUME'S BUSH WARBLER 

Cettia acanthizoides brunnescens (Hume) 
Horeites brtrllrlesce~~s Ilunlc., 1872, Ibis: 109-Darjeeling, 

F.B.I. 2 :  505 
LOCAL NAME:  
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Aboce, ~.ufous-brown, brighter rufolls on ex- 

posed portions of wings and tail. A broad buffy y d o w  supercilium. 
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Lores and behind eye dark brown. Cheeks and ear-coverts mottled 
I~rown and yellowish. Belolo, greyish buff, browner on flarlks. SexH 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Steveus procured it at c. 10,000 ft. 
Karpanang), in March, 'in dense "prong" bamboo thickets, a habitat 
sirrlilarly frequented by Corzostonul aenlodium'. Tlie Britisll Museum 
has Sikki~n skins collected by hlandelli in January, k'cljruary, April 
and November, but without data as to localities or I~eigl~ts. Neitller 
Schafer nor the recent Survey obtained it in Sikkim. Ludlow found 
it at c. 9000 ft. in Bhutan. 

DISTNBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal; B11uta11 to E. Assam north 
and south of Brahmaputra River; Manipur, Lushai Hills. The species 
extends to western China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Skulks singly ill shrubbery at high elevations. 
B. B. Osmasto~l describes its call as a series of four long-drawn 
whistles, eaoh higher than the last, followed by a quick series of 
up and down notes. 

NESTING: Season-May-June, between c.  9500 and 10,500 ft. 
Nest--domed; of bamboo leaves and grass, densely lined with 
feathers, with entrance hole near the top. Placed in ringal bamboo 
bushes within c. 2 ft. of the ground. Eggs-2 or 3, deep rich terra 
cotta red with a darker cap at tlie broad end. Size about 17 x 13 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERLSTICS, h lEASUnEhI l :STS,  IC1.C:: Tlle S C V C ~ ; ~ !  birds of ~llis 
group occurring in Sikki~n are superficially very alike in appcarallcr and h;~ l~ i i s  
and difficult to differentiate in the fielcl. Thcrelorr, 1.1nless col~firnled by 
specimens, sight records are noi colnpletely dependable. 

The Fauna gives the n~easurements (. i I as :  Wing 50-51; hill c. 9; 
tarsus 21-22; tail 40-49 mln. 

Irk brown; bill horny brown, lo\ver 111alldiblc Heshy I~ro\vrl tippet1 ddrkcr; 
legs and feet fleshy or yelloarish brown. 

THE ABERRANT WARBLER 

Cettia fiacoli~aceur. fluvoliracetrs (Hodgson) 
Neorrtis flauoliuocen Hodgson, 1645, in Blyth, lorrr. Asint. Soc. Betigal 

14 : 590-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2: 502 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A sober coloured little bird supedcially ve 

like a leaf warbler (Phyllosco~nrs). with IIO wing-bar. Above, inclu 7 - 
ing exposed po~tions of wings and tail. dull olive-green. A narrow 

superciliu~n from nostril to nape. A brown line from lores 
through eye. Beloto, fulvous yellow. sl~ffused with brown on sides 
of breast and flanks. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Ste\.ens records it at 3500 ft. ele\ation in 
February (Rungbong \'alley) and at 10,000 ft. in hlay (Sikkim-Nepal 
frontier). Not met with by the Su~-\.ey, but Schafer collected an 



adult and a 'uvenile at 9200 ft. on 27 August (Lachen) which shows d that it bree s at that altitude. Ludlow found it common between 
7000 and 12,000 ft. in Bhutan-July to October-and collected adults 
as well as juveniles up  to 12,750 ft. 

Affects mixed tall grass-and-bracken scrub at the edge of forest. 
DIsTRlaunoN OUTSIDE SIKUM: The Himalayas from the Tons 

Valley in W. Garhwd eastward througih Nepal to W. Assam. The 
species, in other races, extends through Assam to Bunna and W. 
China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Said to be iln inquisitive bird, and not very shy. 
Skulks and hops about ilmongst the undergrowth, rarely if ever 
ascending into trees. The normal call note is a tsik or chek rather 
like a Whitethroat's. Heinrich describes its song as a short, extra- 
ordinarily high and thin whistle. 

NEsnNG:  Semm-May-June, from 3500 ft. to at least 9000. 
Nest-globular, of bamboo leaves and grass lined with feathers, 
wit11 entrance hole near the top Placed on the ground or a few 
inches above it, in grass and scrub. Eggs--3, deep dull claret colour 
with a dark zone or cap a t  the broad end. Size about 18 x 13 mm. 

HACIAL CHARACTEHISTJCS, LIE,\SUHELIENTS, ETC : The Fauna gives the measure- 
ments of d Q as: \Ving 53-56; bill 10-11; tarsus c.  22; tail 48-56 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim skins have Wing ad. Q 52; juv. Q 52 mm. 011  7 Augwt 
the former was in post-nupt,ial moult with primaries 7, 8 and 9 icolinting 
inward) in quill. 'The young bird had not yet commenced post-juvenal moult. 
(S treselnann.) 

Iris hazel; bill horny, paler yellowish brown on lower mandible; legs and 
feet pale yellowish brown. 

THE BROWN BUSH WARBLER 

Brarlyptem 1uteouent1.i~ luteooentris (Hodgson) 
Tribura luteotiei~tris Hodgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. Londot~: 30-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2 :  406 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Aboue, including closed wings and tail, rufous- 

brown; the tail darker and cross-rayed. A narrow pale buff 
supercilium, and sometimes a ring of whitish feathers round eye. 
Sides of head and neck n~fous,  the first with faint white shaft-stripes. 
Below, chin, throat, middle d lower breast and abdomen white. 
Upper breast, flanks, vent, and under tail-coverts mfous; the last 
more or less scalloped with white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Obtained at Phalut (c. 11,500 ft., Darjeeling 
Dist.) in summer by C. M. Inglis. Status probably more or less same 
as of the next species, but not recorded by the Sikkim Survey nor 
by Schafer. In adjoining Bhutan Ludlow collected specimens 
between 8000 and 11,000 ft. in June and July, but did not meet with 
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it as high up as R .  Ilrcrac'cu~. Affects O ~ W I I  grass and bush country 
on hillsides; also undergrowtl~ in pine forest. 

UISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SLKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam ' hills north 
and south of Brahmaputra River; Chin liills, N. Burma. Othm races 
in Burma, Thailand, and the Iudochi~~ese subregion. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to the Spotted Bush Warbler (below). 
Keeps to tall grass and bushes, moul~ting a stem now and a ain to 
expose itself momentarily. Its song is described as very li 1 e the 
chirping of a large grasshopper. Stuart Baker likens it to that of a 
'common Reed Warbler' (species?) I ~ u t  much softer and lower. Its 
alarm notes, tek . . . tek, are reminiscent of a Whitethroat's. 

NESTLNG: Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. Nest a~ ld  eggs 
similar to those of the foregoing. 

RACIAI. CHhR4CTERISTICS, MEASWhlEKTS, ETC: For diagnosis see under B. 
thoracicus. 

The Fauna gives for d 9 Wing 52-58; bill 10-11; tarsus 14-20; tail 55-05 
mm. Ludlow's Bhutan skins measure Wing 3 d d 53; 1 9 52 mm. 

'Iris yellowish brown to bright hazel; bill: above dark hon~y brown or 
blackish, lower mandil~le and cnmmissure fleshy yellow or light horny, more 
yellow at the mouth; legs flesh colour, fleshy yellow to dark fleshy brown.' 

THE SPOTTED BUSH WARBLER 

B r d y p t e m  thoracicus tltoracicus (Blyth) 
Dumeticola thoracica Blyth, 1845, Jour. iisiut. Soc. Bellgal 1 4 :  584-Nepal. 

Plate 18, fig. 7 (facing p. 209) 

F.B.I. 2 :  405 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A skulking plain brown bird of scrub and 

bushes. Above, rufous-brown including closed wings and tail. A 
supercilium from bill to nape, white anteriorly, grey behind eye. 
A small blackish line under eye. Sidemf head, and ear-coverts, ashy 
brown, the latter with pale shafts. Below, chin and upper throat 
bufiy white; foreneck and upper breast ashy brown, boldly spotted 
wit11 blackish; lower breast ash . Flanks, vent and under tail-coverts Y dull rufous-brown, the last sca loped with white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident, moving altitudinally with season. 
? Uncommon. The British Museum contains specimens collected in 
the Sikkiin Himalayas (Darjeeling Dist. in 1875 or thereabouts by 
Mandelli and Gammie who found it b reeding between 5000 and 
10,000 ft. In recent years obtained at Phalut 9000 ft. by C. h4. Inglis 
in summer. In adjoining Bhutan, Ludlow procured it behveen July 
and September at 11,000 to 13,000 ft. and as high as 14,500 ft., in 
dwarf juniper. 

Affects open ground under mixed grass and bracken bushes and 
low scrub. 



DIST'RIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKEIM : Suntnwr (breeding), Central Asia; 
the Himalayas from Kashmir to Bhutan; possibly also the mountains 
of N. Assam. Wiriter, lower elevations and foothills. 

GENERAL HABITS : Insectivorous; lion-gregarious; keeping to bushes 
and low undergrowth. Accordin to Ludlow it is not a great skulker Y and shows itself up freely whi e it weaves its wa through the 
shrubbery. The only note recorded is a loud tchik tc r ~ i k .  

NESTING : Seuso~+hlay- Jl~ne.  Nest-deep cu )-shaped or domed, 
of coarse grass, rough and loose on the outsi d e, compact within, 
usually with just one or two feathers as token lining. Well concealed 
amongst low bracken ~untl grass tufts, on or near the ground. Eggs- 
3 or 4, pale pinkish, densely specked and freckled wit11 pinkish red. 
Size about 18 x 14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, XIEASUREhlEN'I'S, ETC : In  this and the last species, 
Rrrrd!/pterus l~rteooer~tris, the feathers are of a soft silky texture. Tail much 
rounded, with the feathers ratlier pointed. First primary in both about half the 
length of the second, l ~ u t  throat irl tl~oracicus ashy, spotted with black, ;ls against 
unspotted white in the other. 

Specimens collected by Ludlow in Bhutan give Wing 5 6 d 51-55; 4 9 9 
52.5-55 mm. (Kinnear). 

'Iris dark brown; bill dark horny brown to black above, lower mandible 
iieshy or pale horny; ~ n o u t h  and edges of gape yellow; tarsus pale wax 
yellow or fleshy yellow; toes darker ancl claws horny brown.' (Fauna.) 

TICKELL'S LEAF WARBLER 

Phylloscopw ofinis (Tickell) 
Motocilla ofinis [sic] Tickell, 1833, Jour. Asic~t. Soc. Berlgol 2 :  576- 

Bor;abhil~n. 

F.B.I. 2 : 454 
LOCAL NAME: Ani chin (Tibetan). 
SIZE : Spamow - . 
FIELD CHAHACTEHS: A groii~ld-feeding leaf warbler witli no  trace 

of a wing-bar. Aboue, dark olive-green'with a bright yellow suller- 
cilium. Beloto, clear bright yellow. Legs pale coloured. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Breeds at high elevations in the Tibetan 
plateau facies of northern Sikkim where Schafer collected specimens, 
including juveniles, in July 1938 (Thangu, Gyagong). Apparently only 
a passage migrant in central ancl southern Sikkim. Blanford (Jour. 
Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 1872: 54) shot two or three examples in the Lachen 
and Lachung Valleys at 8000-9000 ft. about 26 September (1870) which 
he believed were on passage from their breecling grounds in Tibet. 
Schsfer also obtained it at Lachen in October ancl November, ant1 
Ludlow at Gangtok, 30 Ap~il .  

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : St~ntrtler (breeding), the alpine and 
Tibetan facies of the Himalayas and I,evo~~tl. betwecn 8 0  and 





1. Nepal Crimsonwinged Laughing Thrush (Garrulax p .  $hoenicez~s) 2. Sikkim Redheaded Laughing 
Thrush (Garrulax e.  nigriwzentulrz) 3. Coralbilled Scimitar Babbler (Ponrotorhinlts f. fevr~tginoszcs) 4. Sik- 
kim Striated Laughing Thrush !Garrulax s .  sikkinzensis) 5. Sikkim Rufousnecked Scimitar Babbler 
(Powntorh,inus r .  godwini) 6. Rufouschinned Laughing Thrush (Garvulax r .  rufogularis) 7. Sikkim 
Greysided Laughing Thrush (Garrulax c.  caevulatus) 8. Whitespotted Laughing Thrush (Garrulax 0 .  
ocellatus) 9. Bluewinged Laughing Thrush (Garrulax squamatus) 10. Slenderbilled Scimitar Babbler 

(Xiphirhynchus s .  superciliaris) 

PLATE 20 [c. x i] 
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15,000 ft., from Gilgit to NW. Kansu. Winter, practically all India 
and Burma. 

GENI~RAL HABITS : Affects scrub-covered treeless country, feeding 
largely on the ground. Flicks wings nervously and utters a feeble 
sparrow-like tsip as it hops about. Usually single, but sometimes 
several loosely together. Food: tiny insects. Soiig: (in breedin 
season) a single note repeated uickly four to six times precede R d 
by a high-pitched pick, thus pic . . . wI~iw-tuhiw-whiw-whiu; etc. 
delivered from a bush. 

NESTING : Secrson-June-July. Nest-an untidy ball of coarse 
grass well lined with feathers. Placed low down in a dwarf juniper 
or furze bush. Egg& or 5, pure china white, sometimes faintly 
marked at the large end with scanty red specks. Size about 
15 x 12 mm. 

nAcIAL CHAnACTEIIISTiCS, MI.:ASUREMEYTS, ETC : Specimens collec~ed in 
Sikkini and S. Tibet by Schafer give Wing 5 atl. d d 60-62; 4 ad. 9 3 54- 
59 mm. (Shesemann). 

Iris dark brown; upper mandible brown, lower mandible and gape I~orny 
yellow; legs and feet horny olivaceous or pale horny brown; soles dingy 
yellow. 

THE SMOKY LEAF WARBLER 

Phylloscopu.~ fuligiventer fuligicenter (Hodgson) 
Hororrds? fuligioenter Hodgson, 1845, Proc. 2001. Soc. Lo t~hr l :  31-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2 :  460 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: NO ti-ace of a wing-bar. Abme, including 

wings and tail, dark sooty brown, wit11 an ill-defined dusky yellow 
supercilium. Below, dusky oil-green; centre d breast dull yellow. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Blanford collected a specimen in rhododen- 
dron scrub at c. 14,000 ft. (Mom6 Samdong) in September 1870, and 
Schafer another at 13,000 ft. (Thangu) on 16 July 1938. In winter, 
Meinertzhagen procured one near Teesta Bridge (1000 ft.) just south 
of the Sikkim frontier (28 December 1925). The recent Sikkirn Survey 
failed to record it between November and May. 

In Bhutan, Ludlow notes it as affecting rocks and boulders in 
open ground in and above the rhododendron-scrub zone, c. 14,000 ft., 
in August. 

U I s T m s u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM : M7illter, 'Lower elevations in the 
eastern Himalayas and their foothills; Nepal; (Sikkim); Bhutan; the 
Duars east to Sadiya north of the Brnhrnal~utra River, west to 
Darbhanga' (Ticehurst). Rarely also south of the Brahmaputra. 

NESTING: Unknown, but probably breeds at high elevations in N. 
Sikkim. 



226 M U S C I C A P I D A E  

RACIAL C ~ I A R A C ~ E U S T I C S ,  MFASURELIENTS, ETC : Ticehurst gives the measure- 
ments as : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
d d 56.5-61.5 } 12.5-14 21.5-22 { 45-51 mm. 
9 9 52-58 43-48 inm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible black; lower mandible brown, yellowish at 
base; legs and feet greenish brown. 

THE DUSKY LEAF WARBLER 

Phylloscopus fuscutus fwcutus (Blyth) 
Phyllopt~euste fuscr~tu J3lyd1, 1842, lour. Asiat. Soc. Bengul 11 : 113- 

Calcutta. 

Plate 18, fig. 8 (facing p. 209) 

F.B.I. 2 :  461 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: NO trace of a wing-bar. 'Upper parts fairly 

warm grey-brown, darkest on head, wings and tail . . . Conspicuous 
pale superciliary stripe above dark brown line from bill through eye. 
Underparts pale grey, tinged with buff; sides warm buff (but 
variable). Legs brown. 

'Keeps close to the ground, sometimes skulking hidden among 
roots etc., at other times coming into the open. . . The hylloscopine P flicking of wings and tail (especially tail) incessant. Tai square, less 
forked than in, for example, the Siberian Chiffchaff (P. collybita 
tristis). Call note tack or tek, rather like the Lesser Whitethroat's 
(Sylvia nurmca), but s o f t e ~  (H. G. Alexander). 

STATUS: Winter visitor. Sight records of leaf warblers are by 
themselves unreliable, but Dr Ticehurst has examined winter 
specimens from low elevations in Sikkirn. The bird has also been 
obtained by Dr Dillon Ripley in Nepal and by Mr F. Ludlow in 
Bhutan. 

RACIAL CIIARACTENSITCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Ticehurst gives as follows: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

d d 60-70, mostly 61-66 } 13-13.5 21-23 j 50-56 mm. 
9 9 5t3.5-61, mostly 55-58 1 41-50.5 mm. 

Iris brown; upper mandil~le and tip of lower dusky brown, yeilowish flesh 
at  base of lower mandible; legs and feet brownish flesh, yellowish brown, or 
olivaceous brown. 



T H E  G R E Y F A C E D  L E A F  W A R B L E R  

THE GREYFACED LEAF WARBLER 

l'liylloscopus ~rructrli~ic.rrrris r r i u c u l i j ~ r ~ ~ ~ i s  (Blyth) 
Abrvrr~is muculi~~errrris Blyth, 11167, Ibis: 27-Nepal or Sikki111. 

F.B.I. 2 :  468 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD C H A R A ~  : With two C O ~ S ~ ~ C U O U S  yellowis11 wing-bars. 

Head brownish grey with a broken central mesial band like 'centre 
parting'), and a long, well-defined whitish supercilium, bor d ered below 
by a blackish line. Grey throat contrasting with yellow breast. 'The 
diminutive size, yellow rump, grey head and tluoat, and white in 
the outer tail feathers at once distinguish this from any other 
Phyllmcopw. Only two others have yellow rumps (both occurrin 
in Sikkim): prmegwlus (p. 229) which has no white in the tail, an 8 
pdcher (p. 228) which is larger and has not a grey head and throat, 
and has orange, not yellowish wing-bars'. (Ticehurst.) Sexes alikc. 

STATUS AND H ~ I T A T :  One of the commonest leaf warblers in winter 
between 1000 and 7000 ft. elevation (Singtam, Chungthang, Rinchin- 
yong, Kewzing, Manshitang, Gangtok, Pemionche). Fairly common at 
9000-10,000 ft. in last week April (Lachen, Thangu), then apparently 
in, or working up to, its breeding grounds. Schafer collected two 
examples at this elevation (near Laohen) on 11 September in post- 
juvenal moult. 

Affects the foliage canopy and middle storey in forest. 
DIsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE SWUM: E. Nepal, Bhutan to E. Assam; 

Manipur, Burma, Yuiman. The paler race t.iretu occupies the Punjab 
Himalayas to W. Nepal. Ripley has recently described an inter- 
mediate race, centrdis, from west and central Nepal. Overall breed- 
ing and winter ranges imperfectly known. 

GENERAL HABITS: Several invariably resent amongst the mixed 

I? 
E hunting flocks of 'tinies' in the can0 y fo age. Sometimes also feeds 

singly. Exceedingly active and rest ess, and never still for a moment. 
Incessantly flicks wings and white-margined tail as it flutters and 
hovers in front of sprigs. The call note, constantly repeated, is a 
tsip, indistinguishable from that of P.  p~re&tls. 

RACIAL CHAHACTERISTLCS, MEASURE~NTS, ETC: Distinguished from tlie 
C;reyheaded ~i~catsher-Warbler (Seiceicus xanthoschistos, p. 237)--also \+rid1 
double yellow wing-bars, ycllo\v rump, and prornineut white outer .tail 
[eathers-by shorter tail, iron grey (not blue grey) head with superciliary, 
and almost uniform pale yellow (not brlght yellow) rmclerparts. 

The Survey specimens, together with others from Sikkirn in the Chicago 
h4useum of Natural History, ;nensure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
G d 3 43-52 9-10.5 17-19 29-36.5 nun. 
1 0  48 10 18 34 mm. 

Schlfer's Sikkim specinie~ls give Wing 9 d d 49-52 (;v. 50.4); 4 9 9 
44.5-48 (nv. 46.3) mm. (Stresemann). 



Iris brown; bill ho~ny brown; legs and feet horny brown with ycllo\tl 
tinge; cla\\ls l~orny brown. 

THE ORANGEBARRED LEAF WARBLER 

Phylloscopus pzrlche~ pc~lclzer Blyh 
Phylloscopus pulcher Blytl~, 1845, Jour. Asiot. Soc. Bolgol 1 4 :  592-Nepal. 

Plate 18, fig. 9 (facing p. 209) 
F.B.I. 2: 464 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Larger size, orange (not yellowish) double 

wing-bars, and all-yellow underparts, without the contrasting grey 
tlxoat, distinguish it from P, nlacdipennis, the only other Phyllo~copus 
with the combination of yellow rump-band and white outer tail 
feathers. (See Field Characters, p. 227.) Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common in winter between c. 4000 
and 7000 ft. elevation. Meinertzhagen found it even at 11,100 ft. 
(Ehalut) in mid-winter. Generally at l-Ligher elevations in summer; 
evidently breeding at c. 13,000 ft. (Thangu) where Schafer collected 
a specimen on 13 July. Blanford procured it at 13,000 ft. in Chola 
Range (E. Sikkim) in September 1870, and notes: 'doubtless a 
resident'. 

A bird of the conifer and conifer-dwarf rhododendron association,. 
keeping to the foliage canopy. 

DIsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan to E. Assarn; 
Manipur, Burma, Yunnan. The race hgrue-more yellowish olive 
above and paler on head and underparts-occupies the NW. 
Himalayas, Kashrnir to Garhwd. Birds from western and central 
Nepal are intermediate in coloration and recognized by Hipley as 
erochroa. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to P. maculipennis. Arboreal; 
usually in the mixed hunting palties of 'tinies' in lofty foliage canopy. 
Call: a loud sharp tsip or twick, constantly repeated; sometimes said 
to run quickly, sounding rather like a flowerpecker's twitter. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim. Season-presumably June-July 
as in the western race. Nest-(in kangrae) domed, with side en- 
trance, of green moss, lichen, strips of bark, etc., lined with feathers. 
Placed 8 to 15 ft. off ground. Eggs-3 or 4, variable, unmarked 
white, or white densely speckled with red. Size about 1 5 ~  11 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, hlEASUREhlENTS, 6 T C  : Ticehwst gives the rallge 
as : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
3 d 56.5-63.5 } 40-46.5 rnm. 
Q $' 52.5-57 12-13 17.5-18.5 t 374,.  mnl. 

Three d C% collected i l l  Sikkim by Schiifcr hove Wing 58, 59, 61 mm. 
Iris browu; bill I>row~nisl~ black, buw of lower ~ilnnclibl~ ycllo\\,isll; legs and 

feet horny brown. 



PALLAS'S HIMALAYAN LEAF WARBLER 

YhyUoscopus trroregullu.~ nc~t;ioni Gaetke 
Ph~lloscopus i~ervtot~i Caetke, 1889, Ibis: 579-Ill& (=Darjccling. 

Ticehurst). 

F.B.I. 2: 466 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Very like P. d i p e n n i s  and P.  pdclter, also 

with two wing-bars (yellowish), yellow band across rump and mesial 
coronal band, but easily distin uished from both by absence of white 7 outer feathers in tail. Sexes a ike. (See Field Characters, p. 227.) 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common in winter (mid-October to 
April) between c. 1000 and 9000 ft. elevation (Singtam, Rinchin~mng, 
Manshitang, Gangtok, Penlom La, between Lachen and Zemu, 
Lachen). Schafer also obtained specimen5 at 13,000 ft. (Thangu) 
in the first week of July, evidently on their breeding ground. There 
is a Stevens specimen from Gnatong c. 12,500 ft, in the Chicago 
Museum d Natural History. 

Affects foliage canopy of tall trees in forest. 
DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibd, 

Manipur. The adjoining, intermediate race chluronotw occurs in 
central and western Nepal. The better known .~i~nlaertsi.s-with upper 
parts brighter, mme yellowish green, and underparts paler yellow- 
ranges westward thence tlzrough Garhwal and Kashrnir to the Afghan 
frontier. Eastward, the species extends Yunnan. 

GENERAL H ~ J T S :  Not appreciably & erent from P. mamlipennis 
or P. plcher. When characteristically fluttering against a sprig or 
at the end of a fir branch, the yellow rump, coronal streak and wing- 
bars show up clearly, and the absence of white in the tail furnishes 
a diagnostic clue. Call: (winter) a soft double note tsip-tsip. 

NESTING : Once recorded on Singalila Ridge (Sikkim-Darjeeling 
Dist. frontier) at 10,000 ft. Season-July. Nest-a neat, domed 
structure of compactly interwoven bark, moss, lichen, etc., profusely 
lined with feathers. Placed in a tree at a moderate height. E g g s 4  
or 4 ,  white, sparsely scattered over with deep chestnut-red specks, 
more densely to form a zone at the broad end. Size about 14 x 11 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASURE~~ENTS, ETC: Dr Ripley, wvho has recently 
made extensive col!ections in Nepal, feels tha t  Nepal birds are sensibly less 
dark than Sikkim-E. Hi~nalayan iletotoni, and since Gray's name chloroi~otcrs 
was already available for them he has resuscitated it. 

Two 6 d collected by the Survey measure: Wing 50.5-55: bill 10; tarsu5 
17-17.5: tail 38-40 mm. 

Schiifer's fine series from Sikkim gives \?ling 9 3 d 52-56 (av. 53.9); 11 ? 9 
48-52 (av. 50.4) mm. 

Iris bro\\.n; hill horny brown, paler (vellowish) at base of lower mandible; 
legs, feet and cl.i\~.s horny brown. 



THE YELLOWBROWED LEAF WARBLER 

Phylloscoplrs irlolr~atzr~ irlot rlalus (Blytli) 
Regulus inori~atus Blyth, 1842, Jour. Ariut. Soc. B o ~ g c r l  11 : 191-near 

Calcutta. 

LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Small size with relative1 short tail. Conspi- r cuous double yellowish white wing-bars. No ye low on rump. Above, 

olive-green with brown wings and tail, and a very faint incomplete 
pale coronal band. A broad yellow supercilium with dark line below 
it behind eye. Beloto, yellowish white. Sexes alike. 

Characteristic call weest, as against tisyip or chilip in the more 
familiar west Himalayan race humei. 

Breeds in bhe Palaearctic Region. Under 'Winter Range' Ticehurst 
gives 'Sikkim to 4700 ft.' The only Sikkim specimen examined by 
me is a female collected by the Survey at Rinchinpong (c.  5000 ft.) on 
1.i.1953: Wing 55; bill 10; tarsus 17; tail 37 mm. 

Possibly less rare than appears, as I have sight records (un- 
confirmed) also from Singhik and Chungthang in February. 

THE DULL GREEN LEAF WARBLER 

Phylloscopus trochiloicies trochitoides (Sundevall) 
Acanthiza trochiloi~les Sundevall, 1838, Fysiogr. Siillskap. Tidskr. 1 : 76- 

Calcutta. 

Plate 18, fig. 10 (facing p. 209) 

F.B.I. 2: 478 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
nELD C H A R A ~ :  A large leaf warbler with a single wing-bar; 

rarely also with traces of a second. No yellow on rump. No coronal 
stripe. Abme, including edges of wings and tail, dark olive. A 
ellowish white supercilium with dark olive-brown lores and a line 

gehind eye. Below, dirty yellowish white. Lower mandible yellow. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Summer, fairly common and breeding at the 
higher altitudes, 10,000-14,000 ft. Winter, at lower elevations, mostly 
on assage to the foothills and northern plains. 

kpecimens : Dentarn, 4600 ft.. 9 January (hleinertzhagen); Gang- 
tok, 6000 ft., 30 April; Changu, 11,000 ft., 11 May (Ludlow); Thangu, 
14,000 ft., 18 May; Yumthang, 13,000 ft., 22 June (Stevens); Thangu, 
13,000 ft., 1-10 July, 1-10 October; Lachen, 9200 ft., 14 September 
(Schafer); Chola Range and Lachung Valley, 10,000-14,000 ft., 
September (Blanford). 

Affects forest. 



DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Smmer, N al, Bhutan, SE. Tibet 
(Himala an facies); N. Burma, Yunnan, Szec wan. Winter, N a1 I "P; 
and Sik im terai, Bhutan duars, Bengal, Assam, Manipur, etc. "lie- 
presented by other races in the W. Himalayas. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typically phylloscopine. Arboreal; keeps to 
foliage canopy. 

NESTING: Stevens took a nest with eg s on Singalila Ridge on 
22 May (1912). Schafer collected a juveni f e with wings and tail in 
quill on 7 July at Thangu, and another in juvenile plumage on 
14 September. Season-Ma to July. Nest-n ground : cup-shaped 
when built amongst expose ‘i" roots of a tree; domed when not within 
such a hollow. Of moss and fine bents, lined with feathers and hair. 
Eggs-3 or 4, pure white. Size about 16X 12 mm. 

RACIAL CHA~AACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, E T i  : Mmost ilicIistirig~~isllable 
in the field from P. ,mgnirostris (next spwies) except by colour of legs (brown 
instead of slate grey), and lower mandible (yellow instead of brown). The 
latter also has very distinctive call notes. 

A large series collected in Sikkim by Schafer gives Wing 13 d d 82-86 
(av. 64.0); 10 9 9 57-62 (av. 59.5) mm.-Stresmann. Tail d d 50-57; 
9 9 47-51.5 mm.-Ticehurst. 

Iris brown; bill brown, lower mandible yellow; legs and feet fleshy horn to 
horny brown. 

THE LARGEBILLED LEAF WARBLER 

Phylloscqms mugnirostris Blyth 
Phylloscopur rnagnirostris Blyth, 1843, Jorir. Asiak. Soc. Bengal 1 2 :  968- 

Calcutta. 

F.B.I. 2: 476 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : SpLUTow - . 
FEUI C H A R A ~ S :  A large leaf warbler with a single wing-bar, 

often indistinct, very similar to and easily confused with P.  t. tr&- 
loi&s (above). May be differentiated by colour of lower mandible 
(brown instead of yellow), and legs (slate grey instead of brown), 
but most reliably by its very distinctive call note, a mousy, 
interrogative mhee-chi? or dir-tee? with the second syllable somewhat 
higher in key. Also in summer by its clear tinkling five-noted song 
tee . . . titi-titi. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: S m w ,  common (evidently breeding) at 
elevations between c. 8000 and 13,000 ft. (Lachen, Thangu) as Ludlow 
also found in Bhutan and SE. Tibet. Possibly higher. No winter 
record traceable for Sikkim. Affects forest. 

D I S ~ U T I O N  OUTS~DE S~KKIM: Stnnmer, the Himalayan facies from 
the Afghan frontier through Kashmir and Nepal; Bhutan, SE. Tibet, 
Kansu, Szechwan, etc. Winter, at lower elevations and in the Indian 
plains south to Travancore. Ceylon, Andaman Islands. 



GENERAL HABITS: Keeps to forest in the neighbourhood of rushing 
streams, usually up in bhe canopy foliage. Its presence is revealed by 
the constantly uttered, distinctive call-note and/or song. The latter 
closely resembles the song of the Whitethroated Fantail Flycatcher 
( RMpidura adbicollis). 

NESTING: Unrecorded in Sikkim, though it doubtless breeds here 
as elsewhere in its high summer range. In Bhutan, Ludlow found a 
nest with c/4 at 9000 ft. on 13 June. Nest-nonnally on the ground, 
similar to that 04 P. tt-oohiloides but apparently never lined with 
feathers. E g g s 4  or 5, pure white, about 18 X 13 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Ticehurst gives the range 
of measrirements as : 

Wii1.g Bill T:lrsus Tail 
51-56.5 mm. 

14.5-16 18-19.5 48-51.5 mni. 

A ~7 collected by -~clliifer (Lachen, 6 Sept.) has Wing 69 mml 
Inis brown; upper mandible horny brown, lower slaty plumbeous or brown, 

pale fleshy at base; legs and feet bluish slate or greyish brown. 

BLYTH'S CROWNED LEAF WARBLER 

Phylloscopw regdoides reguloides (Blyth) 
Phyllopneuste reguloides Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 11 : 

191-Calcutta (=Darjeeling. Ripley, Synopsis). 

F.B.I. 2 : 481 (=Acanthopne&e trochiloides trochiloides) 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
m C H A R A ~  : With two broad yellow wing-bars; a pale 

mesial coronal streak. No  yellow rump b'uld; relatively short tail. 
Abme, yellowish olive-green, with dark brown wings and tail. 
Distinct yellowish mesial streak on crown, bordered on either side 
by dark olive bands. A well-defined yellow supercilium. Lores 
and a line under supercilium dark olive. Cheeks and ear-coverts 
yellowish. Be'low, including throat, uniform greyish white, tinged 
and faintly streaked with yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Obtained by the Survey between 1500 and 
3000 ft. (Singtarn, Martam) in December; by Schafer at 6000 ft. 
(Gangtok) on 16 June, and 9200 ft. (Lachen), 4-12 September. One 
on the latter date was a young bird just commencing post-juvenal 
moult. Ludlow collected specimens in Bhutan at 7500 and 9500 ft. 
in July, evidently also in their breeding grounds. On 24 June he 
took a nest at 11,200 ft. in SE. Tibet. 

Affects forest. 
DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Summer, Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet, 

c.  6000 to 12,000 ft. Winter, at lower elevations; also in the terai and 
duars. Other races in the western Himalaya5; Assam, Yunnan, 
Szechwan, etc. 



GENERAL HABITS: Keeps to the foliage canopy in forest, commonly 
in the mixed hunting flocks of 'tinies'. 

NESTING: Season-May to July. Nest-n the ground in forest; 
in a hollow or among loose stones of a retaining wall, and the like. 
Usually a flimsy domed or roofed structure of moss and grass, mixed 
with hair and wool. E g g s 4  or 5, white, about 15 x 12 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASW.MENTS, ETC: In the hand a good diagno- 
stic clue is the narrow wl~ite edging (1-2 mm.) to the inner webs of the two 
outer tail feathers on either side. 

The specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 d 59 12.5 17.5 42 mrn. 
2 9 9 53-57.5 10.5-1 1.5 17.5-18 36-41 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim skins give Wing 3 d d 58, 58, 59; 4 9 9 53, 54, 54, 
54 mm. 

Iris brown; upper manclihle horny brown, lower yellowish flesh colour; 
legs and feet greyish brown with an olive tinge; claws horny brown. 

The following two leaf warblers, superficially resemblin each 
other closely, have also been obtained in Sikkim. They may 6 est be 
distinguished by the different contrasts in their lower pluma e :  

under tail-coverts with whitish underparts in P. o. coronatus. 
f yellow throat with whitish underparts in Phylloscopus cantaior, ye1 ow 

TEMMINCK'S CROWNED LEAF WARBLER 

Phylloscopus occipitalis coror~at~ts (Temminck & Schlegel) 
Ficedula coroi~ata l'e~nrninck 9r Schlrgrl, 1847, Siebold's Fauna Japon., 

Aves : 48, (pl. 18)-Japan. 

F.B.I. 2: 480 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
nELD C H A R A ~ S  : Upper parts olive-brown, with a single narrow 

yellowish wing-bar. No yellow rump band. A faint yellowish gr 
mesial coronal streak, bordered by dark olive lateral bands. A we1 7 - 
marked yellowish supercilium, \yitll a dark olive line below it, 
continued on lores. Under tail-coverts bright yellow, contrasting with 
whitish underparts. 

STATUS: Winter visitor? hleinertzhagen obtained a specimen at 
Rangpo (2100 ft.) and another at Gangtok (6400 ft.) on 26 and 15 
December respectively. 

XIEASUREA~ENTS : 'Wing d d 60.5-66, one 68; 9 9 57, 58.5-61.5 mm.' 
(Ticehurst). 



TICKELL'S, or THE BLACKBROWED, LEAF WARBLER 

Phyllmcapus cantato~ (Tickell) 
Motncilla cnntator Tickell, 1833, lour.  Asiat. Soc. Ber~gal 2 :  576- 

Bornhh~im, Lower Bengal. 

F.B.I. 2: 492 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : S ~ ~ I T O W - .  
FIELD CHARACTERS: With one distinct yellow and one faint rudi- 

inentary wing-bar. A well-marked greenish yellow mesial coronal 
streak bordered by dark olive lateral bands. Throat yellow, contrast- 
ing with white breast and greyish white underparts. Otherwise as 
in c o r d u s .  

STATUS: Possibly breeding at the higher elevations? Schafer 
collected a specimen (d Wing 56 mm.) at Gangtok (6200 ft.) on 
13 June. Sight recorded by H. G. Alexander at Rangpo (1000 ft.), 
end November. 

MEASUREMENTS: 'Wing d d 53-58; 9 9 48.5-52 mm.' (Ticehurst). 

THE SIKKIM GOLDCREST 

Reglclzs regulzts sikkimensis R. & A. Meinertzhagen 
Regtiltis regulus sikkirrzensis Meinertzhagen, 1926, Bull. Brit. Om. Cl.  

46 : 97-Nstive Sikkim. 
Plate 18, fig. 5 (facing p. 209) 

F.B.I. 8 :  647 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
n E L D  CHARACTERS: A tiny Phglloscopw-like bird. Male: Above, 

dull olive-green, brighter and more yellowish on rump and upper tail- 
coverts. Two yellowish white wing-bars. A golden man e shipe f along centre of crown, bordered on either side by blac . Face 
uniform greenish grey. No pale supercilium; no dark streak through 
eye. Belorc, fulvous white tinged with olive on flanks and sides of 
breast. 

F d e :  similar, but with crown-stripe yellow, not orange. Young 
birds lack the crown-stripe. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Sparse but not uncommon 
between c. 5000 and 10,000 ft. elevation-November to May- 
(Kewzing, Lachen, Lachung, Phalut). Meinertzhagen obtained it at 
Thangu (12,800 ft.) in November, and the Suydam Cutting Expedition 
at Gnatong (c.  12,500 ft.) in March. 

Affects tall forest. 
D I s m u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan, Dafla and Abor 

hills. The westein Himalayas, from W. Nepal through Kashmir and 
into Afghanistan, are populated by the paler race himalaye~zsis. The 
species extends widely both east and west of the above areas. 
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GENERAL HABITS: Restless, active, and very similar to the leaf 
warblers (Plzylloacopw) with which it commonly associates in the 
mixed hunting parties. Keeps to the canopy foliage of rhododendron, 
oak, deodar and other conifers, usually in family groups. Ilas a 
distinctive, continuous, high-pitchd, mouse-like s ueaking- 
tsi-tsi-tsdwhich reveals its presence among a mixed ban 1 of small 
insectivorous birds where it is otherwise apt to be overlooked. 

NESTING: Little known, and not specifically recorded from Sikkim. 
Season-(in W. Himalayas) May to July. Nest-a neatly felted 
hanging pouch of green moss, lichens, spiders' cgg-cases, etc. at the 
ti of a branch, fairly high up. E g g 6  to 7 (?), pinky buff to white, 
o f' ten speckled with reddish brown. Size about 14 X 11 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASU~EMENTS, ETC: The Sikkim race is inter- 
mediate in depth of coloration between the adjacent liimulayeiisis and the darker 
eastern form, yunnunensis. 

A specimen collected in SiLkim (o?) measures: Wing 56; bill 10; tarsus 
19; tail 36 mm. 

A series of sikkimensis recently obtained by 1,udIow in SE. Tibet gives 
Wing , 4  d d 55-58; 4 9 Q 51-53 mm. 

Iris brown; bill blackish brown; legs, feet and claws pale humy brown. 

THE ALLIED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Seicercus @ibis (Hodgson) 
Abrori~is ofinis Hodgson, 1854, in Horsfield & Moore. C:lt. Birds Mus 

E. I. Co. 1 : 341-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2 :  486 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A tiny restless Phylloscopus-like bird, 

olive- reen and deep yellow overall, with a prominent yellow 
wing- % ar. Crown and nape black with a broad bluish grey mesial 
band. Supercilium and sides of head bluish grey with a distinct 
white rin round eye. Inner webs of two outer pairs of tail feathers 
largely w %.I 'te. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Recorded from the Teesta Valley u 
c.  6000 ft. Neither the Survey nor Schafer procured it in Sik 1 im, 
though Ludlow collected specimens in Bhutan at 6000 and 7500 ft. 
in June and July, and at 4000 ft. in November. He describes it as 
'an inhabitant of dense leech-infested forest at no great altitude'. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Bhutan to E. Assam, north and 
south of Brahrnaputra River; N. Burma to Annam. 

CENEEUL HABITS: Very similar to the leaf warblers. Keeps singly 
or among the mixed hunting parties of 'tinies' in the foliage of trees 
and bushes, flitting about tirelessly, nen~ouslv flicking wings, and 
fluttering and hovering in front of sprigs to pick insects. 

NEsnNc: Dol~btless breeds in Sikkim, but no specific records. 



IIACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, AIEASUREXIENTS, ETC: Confusable, and proI>al,lg 
often is, with the next, Seicerctrs Ltrrk i i ,  but which has the eye-ring yellow 
illstcad of white, and sides of Iicacl yellowish instead of bluish grey. 

The Fauun gives for 6 0 Wing 52-58; 42-45 111m. 
Iris brown: upper manclil~le dark brown, lower yellow; legs and feet 

yellow; claws browner. 

THE BLACKBROWED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Seicercus burkii bu~kii (Burton) 
Sylvia trirkii Burton, 1836, PTOC. 2001. SOC. Loildo~i: 153-Himalayas 

( = Sikkim. Ticeliurst). 

Plate 22, fig. 1 (facing p. 273) 

F.B.I. 2:  487 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
F ~ E L D  CHARACTERS : Overall olive-green and deep yellow. Similar 

to S. afinis but with yellow ring round eye instead 04 white; coronal 
band and sides of head greyish green instead of bluish grey. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Stevens records it as common on 
the Singalila Ridge at 10,000 ft. in April and May. In Nepal also it 
is 'extremely common from 10,000 to 12,000 ft.' in May (Mrs Proud). 
In Bhutan, Ludlow found it breeding at c. 10,000 ft. in June, and 
inet it up to 12,500 ft. in July. Common at lower altitudes, c. 1000 
to 6000 ft, in winter (Rangpo, Singtarn, Martam, Dikchu, Singhik, 
Rinchinpong, Chungthang, Gangtok, Lachen). 

Mects the middle storey in forest, and shrubby growth. 
DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan to E. Assam. The 

paler race whistleri occupies the W. Himalayas from Kashmir to 
Garhwal and N. Kumaon. Other races extend the species through 
N. Burma and Thailand to Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very common and abundant in its winter ran e. 1 Singly in undergrowth, as well as several in association with t e 
mixed hunting parties of small babblers, flycatchers and leaf warblers. 
Actions and behaviour typically phylloscopine. Utters a shall! single 
note, chito, every few seconds while working through the shrubbery. 
The short Leiothrix-like song heard in the breeding season is 
reminiscent of that of the more familiar S. xanthoschistos, but un- 
mistakable once known. 

N E s n N G :  Certainly breeds up to 9000 ft., where Schsfer collected 
juveniles in August (Lachen). Season-June- July. Nest-ball-shaped, 
of bamboo leaves, root fibres, moss, etc., lined with moss and lichen. 
Placed on the ground on a sloping bank, in thick growth of weeds 
and bracken, or amongst the exposed roots of a tree, in forest. Eggs- 
4 or 5, pure white; about 16X 12 mm. 

RACIAL CHAR4CTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : The Survey specimens 



(3 d d , 2 o?) measure : Wing 54-60; 1)ill 11.5-13; tarsus 18-20; tail 43.5 
51  mm. 

Schaler's large series gives Wing 9 d d 55-80 (av. 57.9); 10 3 Q 51-58 
(nv. 53.2) mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris brown; upper mnndil~le horny brown, lower yellow or orange-yellow; 
legs, feet and claws yellowish br0n.n. 

THE GREYHEADED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Seicercus xanthoschistos xaizthoschi.stos (Gray) 
Plzylloptleuste xat~thoschistos 'Hodgson'=Gray, 1846, Cat. Marnms. Burls 

Nepal : 65, 151-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2: 489 
LOCAL NAhlE : 
SIZE: Sparrow-. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Ahwe, ashy grey and yellowish olive-green. 

Crown dark ashy grey with an ill-defined paler mesial band. Sides 
of head and neck grey. A prominent long wllite supercilium and a 
blackish line through eye. Tail brown, edged with green, with the 
inner webs of the outer pair of feathers on either side white. Below, 
bright yellow. Sex= alike. 

STATUS m HABITAT: Common between c. 1000 and 7000 ft. 
elevation, with a slight seasonal altitudinal movement (Dikchu, 
Singhik, Kewzing, Rinchinpong, Gangtok, Panionche). Affects the 
lower and middle storey in forest, and also foliage canopy of tall 
trees. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKJCIM : Nepal, Bhutan. The Himalayas 
west of Nepal and up to the Afghan border are occupied by the 
paler race dho-superciliaris; east of Bhutan the darker and more slaty 
race fZuvogu!Zaris occurs in the Mishmi Hills. The species extends to 
N. Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS: Active and restless; similar to other flycatcher- 
warblers and to the leaf warblers. Like them, commonly associates 
with the mixed hunting parties in forest. Has a distinctive hi h- 
pitched call-note, and in the breeding season a pleasing and lively %ut 
monotonous little song. 

NEST~NG : Season-April-May. Nest-a domed structure of moss, 
lined with vegetable down etc. Placed on the ground in a pocket in 
a sloping bank, or among the exposed roots d a tree. Eggs--3 or 4, 
pure white, about 16X 12 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTLCS, MEASUHEXIDNTS, ETC: TWO 6 d collected by the 
Survey measure: Wing 55-58; bill 11-12; tarsus 19; tail 39.5-40 nun. 

seven specimens in Scl~iiier's Sikkim collection have Wing 49 ( 9 )  to 55 
(d) mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris brown; uppcr rnal~dil~le horny brown, lower orange-yellou7; legs and 
feet brownish flesh with a yellow tinge; chws pale flesh coloul.. 



THE GREYCHEEKED FLYCATCHEH-WARBLER 

Sa'cerc~rs poliogettys (Blyth) 
C111icil)etci poliogei~ys Blyt l~ ,  1847, Jour. Asitit. Soc. Beitgmn! 1 6 :  441- 

Darjceling. 

F.B.I. 2 :  491 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  Differs from S .  xattthmchistos chiefly in the 

lower plumage being not wholly bright yellow, but with chin and 
lower cheeks pale grey. The white in the tail applies to three outer 
feathers on each side instead of two. 

General colour scheme like the Greyheaded Flycatoher, Czrlicicqa 
cevlonet~sis (p. 146) but with a white ring round eye as conspicuous 
as in the White-eye, Zosterop. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: NO specimens collected in Sikkim by the 
Survey or Schafer. According to Stevens, occurs in moderate numbers 
a t  c.  4700 in the Rungbong Valley; also observed sparingly at c. 
10,000 Et. on Singalila Ridge in April and May. In Bhutan, Ludlow 
obtained it at 3000 and 6000 ft. in November. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S W a M :  Nepal, Bhutan to extreme E. Assam 
north and south of the Brahmaputra; Mani ur, Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Phylloscopine; typical of this group of tiny birds 
aptly named 'flycatcher-warblers'. 

N a s r r N c :  No authentic record for Sikkim. Nest and eggs similar 
to the last. 

RACIAL CH.QRACTE~ISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives for d 0 
Wing 50-55; tail 40-42 mm. 

Iris dark brown; upper niandible dark brown, lower yellow; legs and feet 
pale yellowish brown. 

THE CHESTNUT-HEADED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Seice.rcus . cmtar.liceps castaniceps (Hodgsm) 
Ahrortlis castaniceps Hodgson, 1845, in Blyth, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengnl 

14 : 598-Nepal. 

Plate 22, fig. 2 (facing p. 273) 

F.B.I. 2: 492 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : The only Seicel.cus in Sikkim thilt is not mainly 

bright yellow on the underparts. Differs from S .  xanthoschistos 
(p. 237) in having the chin, throat and upper breast bluish grey in- 
stead of the entire underparts yellow. Forehead and crown bright 
chestnut, bordered from above eye to nape by black lateral bands 
with a narrow white line below them. A conspicuous white ring 
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round eye. Upper back greyish olive-green, chan ing to bright 
 ello ow on rump and uppw tail-coverts. Two ye ow wing-bars. 
Sexes alike. 

d 
S T A ~ S  m HABITAT: Fairly common up to c. 6 0 0  ft., November 

to April (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Singhik, Gari~tok). Sch&fer 
obtained it at 6300 ft. (Gangtok) also on 16 June. In B f utan, Lucllow 
found it locally distributed, and as high as 8000 ft. on 1 September. 
Collected in Nepal in February in the terai, and at 7500 ft. in April 
( R i p 1 4  

AEects forest of oak and rhododendron, usually the foliage canopy. 
DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam, Manipur, 

N. Burma. The species extends to S. China and Malaysia. 
GENERAL HABITS: AS of the genus. Usually seen in the mixed 

hunting parties of small babblers, nuthatches, flycatchers, leaf warbles, 
etc. The normal call note is described as a 'quite distinctive, very 
loud, wren-like tsik'. 

NESTING: Season-May-June, at c. 6000 ft. and above. N e d - o n  
the ground, dome-shaped, similar to those described. E g g d  or 5, 

ure white, about 15 X 12 mm. The nests are commonly parasitized gy the Emerald Cuckoo, Chnlcites rnmuhtus. 

RACIAL CHAR4CTERISTIC8, MEASUREML.:NTS, ETC : Specimens collect~d by the 
Sikkim Survey (5 9 Q ,  1 o?) measme: Wing 47-50; bill 9.5-10; tarsus 17-17.5; 
tail 35.5-37.5 mm. 

Schifer's Sikkirn skins give Wing 1 d 52, 1 Q 48 mm. 
Iris brown; upper mandible horny brown; lower yellowish flesh colour; legs 

and feet yellowish brown or olive-brown; claws horny brown. 

THE YELLOWBELLIED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Abroscopus sulyercilian's albigularis (Blyth) 
Abrornis albigtclaris Blyth, 1861, Proc. f iol .  Soc. Loitdoll: 200-Stkkirn. 

F.B.I. 2: 494 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FELD C H A R A ~ :  Above, forehead brownish, changing to oily 

reen on crown and rest of upper parts. A broad white supercilium 
from nostril to nape. A dark brown line under it from lores to behind 
eye. Tail b r m ,  edged outwardly with olive-green and inwardly 
with cinnamon. Below, chin, throat, and upper breast white; rest of 
lower plumage bright yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Met with by the Survey only at low 
elevations, 1000 to 3500 ft., between November and April (Rangpo, 
Singtam, hlartam), as also recorded by Stevms. In the foliage canopy 
and middle storey in mixed bamboo forest. 

DrsTRrsunoN O U T S ~ E  sIIilCIh1: Bhutan to E. Assam, north of the 
Brahmaputra River. Mishmi Hills birds are darker and attributed 
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to the race drcosticwr. The species, in other races, ranges to Burma, 
Yunnan, Malaysia. 

GENEPAL HABITS: Not different from those of Seicerms, nor 
appreciably from Phyllmcopw. 

NESTING: In spite of the close superficial similarity in appearance, 
habits, and behaviour of this genus with Seicercus (from which it 
differs only in possessing ten tail feathers against twelve) the nests 
and eggs of the two are quite different. The only nesting record 
of this species in 'Sikkim' (Gammie) is at 1800 ft. elevation on 15 June. 
The nest, of bamboo leaves and soft fibres, was placed inside a 
hollow bamboo stem with the bird's entrance through a notch hacked 
by some villager. It  contained 3 eggs, dull pinky white, freckled 
or mottled with brownish or purplish red, more densely at  the broad 
end forming a cap or zone. Size about 16X 11 mm. 

RACLAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUHEMENTS, ETC : Specimens collected by the 
Survey (1 d ,  1 o?) measure: \?'in& 52.5-54; bill 12; tarsus 18.5-20; tail 
42.5-44 mm. 

Inis brown; bill horny brown, pinky plumbeous at base of lower mandible; 
legs and feet brownish flesh colour. 

THE BLACKFACED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Ahroscopus .sclzisticeps schisticsps (Gray) 
Culicipetn schisticeps Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamms. Birds Nepal: 67, 153-Nepal. 

Plate 22, fig. 3 (facing p. 273) 

F.B.I. 2 :  496 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : S~;LITOW - . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  Aboue, line of forehead, lores, and around eye 

black. Upper forehead, and broad supercilium to nape bright deep 
yellow. Crown to upper back slaty grey-blue; rest of upper plumage 
olive-green, yellower on rump. Wings and tail brown edged with 
green: the latter with white inner webs to the two outermost feathers 
on each side. Beloto, bright yellow, paling to whitish cm centre of 
abdomen and vent. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: According to Stevens generally distributed 
in the Sikkim Himalayas up to about 5500 ft. elevation, but un- 
common. Neither the Survey nor Schafer procured specimens. 
Affects the foliage canopy in heavy forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal. Birds from Bhutan go 
better with the e a ~ t  Hi~nalayan race flaz;imelltalis. The species, in 
other races, is found in Assam, Manipur, N. B u ~ m n ,  Yunnan. 

G ~ E R A L  HABITS: AS of the genus. Usually seen high up in the 
foliage canopy amongst the mixed hunting parties of tinies. In 
this restless activity, as Stevens oints out, it may, on colour alone, 
be quite easily confused with t g e diminutive Yellowbellied Fantail 
Flycatcher (R. hypoxm~thu)-also a very regular ingredient. 



NESTING: The only nest taken in Sikkim was by Gammie at 
c. 5500 ft. on 29 May, containing 5 hard-set eg s. In a natural 
cavity in a small tree, 5 ft. abwe ground, lined wit 'i, bamboo leaves, 
and with a small entrance. The eggs, similar to the last, measured 
about 15 x 11 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTENSTICS, MEASUREMPNTS, ETC : Dilters fro111 the Bllt11a11 
and east Himalayan population in having the canary yellow of the dlroat 
extending on breast and flanks. In fioimeiitolis the yellow is restricted to the 
throat and upper breast only, making the underparts look much whiter. 

The Fauna gives the measurements (d  9) as: Wing 46-48; tail 40-42 mm. 
Iris dark brown; bill dark horny brown, paler on lower mandible; legs and 

feet pale yellowish brown. 

THE BROADBLLLED FLYCATCHER-WARBLER 

Abroscopus Iloclgso~li hoclgsoni (Moore) 
Abrornis? 17odgsoni Moore, 1854, i l l  Horsfield & hioore, Cat. Birds 

hlus. E. I .  Co.  1 :  412-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2:  500 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Spmow - . 
FIELD CKARACTERS: A tiny, brightly coloured bird very like 

Seicercllls in appearance but with a bigger, blunter bill, and with long 
hairs extending from its base beyond the tip (reminiscvnt of the 
barbets), though hardly noticeable except in a specimen in the hand. 

Aboue, olive-green, yellowish on rump, chestnut on forehead and 
crown. Lores and sides of head grey, with a paler grey short 
supercilium. Inner webs of the two outermost tail feathers on each 
side white. Below, chin, throat, and breast grey; rest of lower 
plumage bright yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not collected by the Sikkim Survey _or by 
Schafer. Stevens records it between 3800 ft. (July) and 6000 ft. 
(March), but in the Chicago Museum of Natural History there is a 
specimen collected by him at Jeluk, c. 9000 ft., on 11 April. 

Mects undergrowth at the edge of forest. 
D I s T R r s u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Besides Sikkiin apparently only 

known from Mt Victoria (Chin Hills), Burma. 
GENERAL HABITS : Unlike S e i m m  and other species of Abroscqm 

keeps mostly to tlick undergrowth and not to the foliage canopy of 
trees, nor normally with the mixed hunting y r t i e r  Hops about 
singly in slmibbery in the manner of the Tai or B H ~  or the bush- 
warblers (pp. 217 sqcl.). Call: described by Osmaston as a single, long- 
drawn, very shrill whistle, follo\ved after a short pause by two 
notes, the second of which is lower. The song according to 
Heinrich consists of n sharp, tllin warble. 

NESTING: The only nest known was taken by B. B. Osmaston at 
c. 6800 ft. in Sikkim on 6 June. in a thicket of saplings in lofty 

16 



forest. Nest-rougldy egg-shaped, of dry bamboo leaves lined wit], 
black rlizomolphs and softer bamboo leaves, with a tiny entrance 
hole near the top. It  contained 3 eggs, pale claret, spotted, streaked 
and speckled with darker claret markings, c h i d y  at the broad end. 
Size about 16 x 12 mm. 

RACIAL C:HARACTEIUSTICS, MEASUREMEXIS, E.I.C: Stevci~s gives the 1ne:hsurc- 
~nents  of his two Sikkirn skins as:  Wing 47.5; bill 8.5 mm.; 9 Wing 46.5; 
bill 10 mm. 

I measured a 3 collected by Stevens at  Jeluk, now in the Chicago Museum 
as: Wing 46; bill 12; tarsus 21; tail 44 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, paler and more yellow at  base of lower 
n~anchble; legs pale yelow or fleshy horn. 

THE GOLDENHEADED TAILOR BIRD 

01~tlzotornu-s cucullutus coronatus Blyth 
Orthoton~us coronotris Blyth, 1881, Proc. Zool. Soc. L o i ~ d o i ~ :  200-Sikkim. 

Plate 22, fig. 5 (facing p. 273) 

F.B.I. 2:  516 (=Phyllergate.s coronatus) 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FLELD CHARACTERS: General effect very like the familiar t d o r  

bird of the plains. Above, olive-green, yellower on rump and upper 
tail-coverts. Forehead and crown chestnut; sides of head, neck and 
nape dark ashy grey. A short yellow supercilium. Lores and a 
line behind eye dark brown. Below, cheeks silvery white; chin, 
throat and breast pale ashy white. Rest of lower plumage bright 
pale yellow. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident, probably at low and medium 
elevations as elsewhere in its range. Sikkirn specimens in the British 
Museum do not give the heights. Not met with by the Loke-S6lim 
Ali Survey; nor recorded by Schafer or other recent colllectors. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SMKIM: Bhutan (?), Assam, Manipur, Burma, 
N. Thailand. 

GENERAL HABITS : Actions and behaviour strongly reminiscent of 
Orthotoinu,s sutovius. A great skulker. Keeps to thick undergrowth 
and bamboo jungle, singly or in small parties. Impossible to 
distinguish in the field from Abroscopw hodgsoni exce t by its 
distinctive song. Smythies describes this as a four-note! whistle, 
'the first two notes an the same pitch, the bhird a trill (three or 
four notes uttered very rapidly), and the fourth either higher or 
lower in pitch than the first two, the whole repeated in a remarkable 
number of different keys both high and low'. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. The nest is of the tailor bird 
type, and the eggs are also similar. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREhlENTS, ETC : 111 the hand this t;lilOr bird 
can be readily told from the superficially similar Ahroscol~rts llorigsoi~i by its 
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longer and finer pointed bill and by the absence of the extraordi~rarily long 
hairs over it extending beyond its tip. Both species have some wlutc on the 
inner webs of the two outermost pairs ot rcctrices: in A. liotlgvorri the entire innc~ 
webs are white; in 0. c.  cororlutus the white is restricted as a llarrow d g e  to the 
inner webs. The measurements of the two spccic5 are almost overlapping. For 
this tailor bird the Fauna gives d ? Wing 13-47; bill 13-15; tarsus c. 20; 
tail 34-41 mm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible horlly black, lower fleshy horn; legs and feet 
fleshy or pale yellowish. 

THE TAILOR BIRD 

Orthotomus sutoriu.~ pdia Hodgson 
Orthotomus pntia Hodgson, 1845, Proc. 2001. Soc. Lot~dor~: 2-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2 :  412 
LOCAL NAME: Patia (Nepali). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A restless little bird of shrubbery. Above, 

olive-green with deep rufous forehead and crown and dark ashy 
nape. Pointed, graduated tail olive-green, carried cmked as in the 
Mag ie Robin, with two elm ated pin-sha ed central feathers in f P breJ ing  plumage. Below, bu y white. Bil straight and thin; legs 
comparatively long. Sexes alike, but female lacks the long central 
tail 'pins'. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common at the lower 
altitudes, up to c. 3000 ft. Sparingly also up to 5000 or 6000 ft. 
(Rangpo, Martarn, Dikchu, Pakyong, Rinchinyong, Gangtok). Mects 
open shrubbery, lledges, etc. in the neighbourhd of habitations, in 
resthouse compounds and the like. 

DISTFUBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam, East 
Pakistan, Burma. In many other races the species stretches from 
India to Thailand, China and Malaysia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps singly or in pairs, hopping about in low 
bushes or an hhe ground at their base searching for food; rarely 
high up in trees. Food: caterpillars, moths and other insects and 
their eggs. Also flower nectar. Call: a distincti1.e toibt-towit-tot& 
or pitcMk-pitcltik-pitchik, unexpectedly loud for its size, which makes 
it oftener heard than seen. In addition to these normal calls I found 
some notes of Sikkim birds to be particularly loud and quite unlike 
any heard in the plains. 

N E S T I N G  : Seasoil-hlay to Jul!?. Alest-a rough cup of soft fibres 
and vegetable down placed within a funnel or cone formed by folding 
over and stitching along the edges a lar e broad leaf, or several 

i! smaller leaves together; normally under 3 t. from the ground. The 
stitching material is cotton wool or vegetable down, cleverly twisted 
into yarn and knotted to prevent the sewing becoming undone. 
E g g s 4  or 4, reddish or bluish white. usually spotted with brownish 
red. Size about 16 X 11 mm. 
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RACIAL CHAIIACTERISTICS, M E A S U R E I C I E N . ~ ~ ,  ECC: This race is much darker 
than the adjoining west Himalayan (and all-Indian) grrz~~rnta,  being morc 
olive-green, less yellowish green, atlove. Thc forehead and crown are deep 
rufous ,instead of chestnut, and h e  nape a darker ashy. 

The Sikkim Survey specimens, all collected ill December/January, measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 d d  48-49 16 20-20.5 44-45 mm. 
2 9 9  49-50 14.5-16.5 20-20.5 37.5-41.5 mm. 

Iris orange-brown; upper mandible horny brown, lower flesh colour; legs 
and feet brownish flesh; claws horny brown. 

THE RUFOUS WREN-WARBLER 

Pm'nia rufesce~ls rufescens Blyth 
Prinia rufescens Blytll, 1847, lour. Asint. Soc. Berlgal 16:  456-Arakan. 

F.B.I. 2 :  427 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
nELD C H A R A C I ~ S :  A slim, skulking wren-warbler, with longish 

partly-cocked tail. Above, forehead, crown and nape ashy brown. 
A white line from nostril over eye. Rest of upper plumage rufous- 
brown, brighter and more rufous on wings and tail. Tail feathers 
tip ed with black and rufescent white. Below, pale fulvous. Sexes B ali e. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Met with by the Sikkim Suivey only u g r0 c.  3000 ft. elevation (Rangp,  Singtam, Martam) in Novem el/ 
December. Affects low herbage on openly wooded hillsides. 

In Bhutan, Ludlow collected specimens at 2000-3000 ft. in Novem- 
ber, 3250 ft. in June, and 4000 ft. in October. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas, up to moderate 
elevations, from Kumaon through Nepal and Bhutan to E. Assam, 
north and south of the Brahmapuba. Also peninsular India, Burma, 
Thailand, Yunnan, Annam. 

GENEFLU HABITS: Keeps singly or in twos and threes to heavy 
low Eupuitorium and other scrub on openly forested and terrace- 
cultivated hillsides. A great skulker; seldom shows itself except for 
momentary glimpses as it makes short jerky fli hts of a few yards f to dive into the undergrowth again. Therea ter its presence is 
revealed only by the slight movement of the herbage which marks its 
hidden progress through the stems and rootstocks. Occasionally it 
may also be found with hunting parties of small undergrowth-skulking 
babblers such as Stachyris. I found it very silent, but its notes are 
described as similar to those of Franklin's Wren-Warbler, as indeed 
are most of its actions and behaviour. 

NESTING: Presumably breeds in Sikkim, but no authentic record. 
RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MBASUFLEME~~~TS, ETC: Specimens collected by the 
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Sikkim Survey (2 9 9 ,  1 o?) measure: Wing 43-45; bill 12.5-13; tarsus 
19-20.5; tail 47-54 mm. 

Iris orange-brown; upper mandible horny brown, lower pale flesh colour; 
legs and feet pale brownish flesh; claws horny brown. 

THE BLACKTHROATED HILL WARBLER 

P r i ~ ~ i a  atrogularis atrogularis (Moore) 
Suya nlroguloris Moore, 1854, in Horsfield & Moore, Cat. Birds MUS. 

E. I. Co. 1 : xviii, 320-Darjeeling. 

F.B.I. 2: 523 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE: Sparrow-; with a long tail c. 4 inches. 
FIELD CHAM-: A small, streaked, brown warbler, with a long, 

pointed tail. Summer: Above, dark olive-brown, darker and greyer 
on head and nape. Wings and tail rufous-brown. A distinct white 
cheek-stripe. No supercilium. Below, chin, throat and upper breast 
black. Lower breast and abdomen white, spotted and streaked with 
black. Rest of lower plumage fulvous, more ochraceous on flanks, 
thighs and under tail-coverts. Winter: Above, paler, streaked with 
blackish. A whitish supercilium. Lores and a band behind eye 
blackish. Below, throat and breast whitish streaked with black. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Resident. Fairly commcm between c. 4500 
and 8500 ft. elevation (Dentam, Rinchinpong, ChungChang, Penlom 
La, Gangtok, Lachung). Mects open hillsides with grass and scrub, 
sites of old hill cultivation, etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S ~ M :  Eastern Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet. 
The race k M m  inhabits Assarn and the Chin Hills. 

GENERAL HABITS: Skulks in tall grass and scrub, singly or in 
pairs, clambering among the stems and occasionally showing itself 
at the top. Flight feeble and jerky, typical of the wren-warblers. 
When alarmed shoots down a steep hillside with reat velocity, 
wings pulled in and the long tail doubled over the %ack. CdZ: a 
loud p'ty, p'ty, p'ty like that of the Jungle Wren-Warbler of the 
plains. Song: a monotonous, wheezy, reeling tsee-tm-tsm-tswee 
etc. uttered from a bush-top. During the breeding season the male 
indulges in a series of extravagant steeply undulating nose dives and 
wave crests in the air. Food: tiny insects. 

NESTING : Smm-May-June. Nest-globular, of grass, with a 
lateral entrance. Placed low do\m in a bush on a scrub-and-grass 
covered hillside. Eggs-very variable; white to salmon-pink or blue, 
1)lotched and speckled with reddish brown, usually with an ill-defined 
ring round the broad end. Size about 17x13 rnrn. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, M-EASUREMENTS, ETC: Differs from the Assam race 
k-na in having the upper plumage dark olive-brown instead of bright 
ferruginous-brown. 



A specimen ( 6 )  collected by the Survey measures: Wing 51; bill 13.5; 
tarsus 21; tail (winter) 101 mtn. Schifer's Sikkim specimens (7 d 9) have 
Wing 45 ( 0 )  to 52 ( d )  mm. 

In summer (breeding) plumage the male's tail is longer than the female's. 
Iris greyish brown; bill horny brown; legs and feet brownish flesh colour; 

claws horny brown. 

Subfnmilrj TURDINAE : Chats, Robins, Thrushes 

THE INDIAN BLUE CHAT 

E r i t h s  b~unneur; brunneus (Hodgson) 
Laruiuorn brunnea Hodgson, 1637, lour.  Asiat. Soc. Bengal 6 :  102-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2: 14 
LOCAL NAME : Manzil-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Abooe, lores, sides of head and neck 

black with a conspicuous long broad white supercilium. Rest of 
upper plumage including exposed portions of closed wings and tail, 
dark blue. Below, point of chin white, continued backwards as a 
narrow underline to the black cheeks. Chin, throat, breast and 
flanks bright ohestnut; rest of underparts white. 

F m l e :  Above, olive-brown, tinged with russet on rump and 
upper tail-coverts. Wings and tail brown edged with fulvous mfous. 
Betow, bright fulvous. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Breeding at between 8000 and 11,000 ft. 
elevation in summer (Lachung, Lachen); absent in winter. Frequents 
dense undergrowth in fmest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : S u ~ r ,  throughout the Himalayas 
from Kashmir to Bhutan. Winter, Himalayan foothills; Eastern and 
Western Ghats; Ceylon. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps singly or in separated pairs, flitting about 
or skulking in heavy undergrowth of brambles etc. Hops mostly on 
ground, but also mounts into lower branches. Expands and jerks up 
tail from time to time, uttering a soft chr-T-r or chick-chick like a 
flycatcher. At intervals also a squeak, repeated about once a second. 
Song: a loud peep, peep, peep, slowly and deliberately repeated 
in ascending scale, followed by an explosive trill of 4 or 5 quick- 
repeated sweet notes (reminiscent of the song of the British Robin) 
ending abruptly. Food: insects and their larvae. 

NESTING : Seaso-May-June. Nest-a pad of dead leaves, weeds, 
moss, roots, etc, lined with hair and a few feathers. Placed on ground 
in deep jungle, in the side of an earth bank or at the roots of a 
bramble or bracken bush. Egg& to 5, deep 'Hedge-Sparrow' blue. 
Size about 20 X 15 mm. 
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RACIAL CHAHACTln6STICS. MEASUIIEMLWTS, E.rC: d $' Wi1lg 73-78; bill 15-16; 
tarsus c. 28; tail 45-$50 111111. 

Iris dark brown; bill bluckisll brown, pale flesh c ~ l o u r  at yope and chin; legs, 
feet and claws brownish flc5h colour. 

THE EAST HIMALAYAN RUBYTHROAT 

E ~ i t h a c w  pectwalis c o n f w s  (Hartert) 
Luscinia pectoralis corrfusa Hartcrt, 1909, Vogel paliiark. Fauna 1 : 740- 

Sikkim. 

F.B.I. 2: 93 
LOCAL NA- : 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD U(;TERS : A skulking, robin-like, ground-hopping bird. 

Male: A b m ,  forehead and short supercilium white; forecrown 
blackish; sides of head black; rest of upper parts dark slaty grey. 
Tail slaty blackish brown with the lateral feathers broadly white at 
base, and tipped with white. Below, chin and throat bright crimson; 
sides of crimson patch and breast black, fringed with olive-brown or 
ashy brown; rest of underparts white or whitish. 

Female: Above, olive-brown with short dingy white su 
tail brown, without white except on tips. Below, chin and t Rerdliurn. mat duli 
white; breast fulvous brown fading to fulvous white on abdomen. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: ? Not met with by the Survey, nor a parmtly 
by Meinertzhagen or Schafer. Blanford (in 1870) recor 6 ed it as 
common on the Chola Range, less abundant in N. Sikkim, in August- 
September at 12,000 ft., usually above the limit of forest. 

DISTRIBUTION : 'Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan in the transition zone 
between Himalayan and Tibetan facies. In winter N g a l  terai, 
lower elevations in Sikkim, 3.500-5000 ft. and probably lower, the 
h a r s  and N. Bengal' (Ticehurst, Ibis 1940: 330). The adjoining west 
Himalayan (typical) race pectoralis stretches westward to Afghanistan. 
Visits many parts of peninsular India and a great part of SE. Asia 
in whter. The breeding range of the spedes includes Siberia, 
Kamchatka, N. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: A great skulker. Keeps on the ground under 
bushes, or amongst boulders on screes and moraines. Ncnmallv tail 
cocked up  jauntily, with wings drooping at sides, and twitched up 
from time to time. When aware of being watched, runs furtively, 
with swift mincing steps-almost glides-from, bush to bush. head 
lowered and tail slightly raised. Utters a harsh ke like Ttrrdoides, 
sometimes followed by a short snatch of song. Song (in breeding 
season): short, pleasant, of Accentor quality, very like Pied 
Bushchat's, of three or four seconds' duration, repeated almost 
without intermission for half to one hour at a time from a bushtop. 
Food: insects. 

N E S ~ G :  Little known. Nearest record from north of Chumbi 
Valley, c. 14,000 ft., 22 June. Next-described as semi-domed, of 



grass, in slight hollow in ground under a bush. Eggs--3 or 4, dull 
green, faintly freckled with reddish. Size about 23x15 mm. 

RACIAL C ~ R A C T E ~ U S T I C S ,  MEASURE~IENTS, ETC : Male differs from west 
Himalayan pectoralis in having the upper parts deep blackish slate, and the 
white forehead broader. Females of the two races not always separable. 

The Fauna gives Wing (6 9) as 68-75 mm.; according to I-Iartert lip to 
77 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black, l'ighter a t  tip; legs and feet brown, fleshy brown or 
plumbeous brown. 

THE TIBET RUBYTHROAT 

Erithaczrs pecrtorcflis t.rchebaiet~i (Przevalski) 
Calliope tschebaietoi Przevalski, 1876, Mongol. i Str. Tangut 2 :  44- 

Kansu Mountains. 

F.B.I. 2 :  94 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: S ~ ~ T T O ~ W .  
FIELD CHARA(;TERS: Male distinguished from E .  p. collfusa by 

presence of a broad white moustache. White at base of tail less 
extensive; white forehead less broad, i.e. not broader than supercilium. 

Femde difficult to differentiate satisfactorily. 
This rubythroat is believed to be the Tibetan facies representa- 

tive of the Himalayan species. It was obtained from 'Native Sikkim' 
by MandelIi in March 1878 and may breed at the highest altitudes in 
northern Sikkim. Meinertzhagen did not come across it there in 
winter. 

THE COMMON RUBYTHROAT 

Erithacw cdliope (Pallas) 
Motacilla calliope Piillas, 1776, Reise Russ. Reichs 3: 697-Yenesei. 

Plate 14, fig. 6 (facing p. 145) 

P.B.I. 2 :  91 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Mde distinguished from the Himalayan Ruby- 

throat by its olive-brown upper parts, a white cheek-stripe in addition 
to the more conspicuous long white suprcilium, and absence of white 
in the tail. Underparts dirty whitish. Scarlet throat-patch enclosed 
by a thin black loop. 

STATUS: Blanford saw this species in northern Sikkim occasionally 
in the latter part of September and more frequently in October- 
apparently on southward passage. He procured a specimen at 
Mome Shamdong, c.  15,000 ft., in Tibetan facies, on 19 September. 

According to Stevens 'it occurs in limited nllmbers throughout 
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the cold weather in suitable haunts on the Outer Ranges . . . ' 
Apparently neither Meinertzhagen nor Schafer came across it in 
hi h northern Sikkim in winter. The recent Loke-Shlim Ali Survey, 
w i? ich worked up to c. 13,500 ft .  (November to May), also failed to 
meet with it. 

THE GOLDEN BUSH ROBIN 

Erithcwws ch y s w s  chysaeus (Hdgson) 
Tursiger chrysoeus Iioclgson, 1845, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lot~do~t :  28-Nepal. 

Plate 14, fig. 7 (facing p. 145) 

F.B.I. 2:  95 
LOCAL NAME : Manshil-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD -(;TERS : Male: Abooe, lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, around 

eye, and line of forehead, black. Forehead to hindneck, and down 
middle of back, olive. Supercilium, sides of back, rump, and up 
tail-coverts, bright orange-yellow. Tail orange-yellow, broadly ban ger ed 
at tip with black; central rectrices black with yellow bases to outer 
webs. Wings black, margined with dull olive. Below, bright orange- 
yellow. 

F e d e :  Above, olive-green; yellowish around eye and with 
faint olive-yellow su 

r c i l i u m  
. Below, yellow and olivaceous. 

Male, female an juvenile often met in puzzling intermediate 
plumages. In all phases, colour pattern of tail diagnostic. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Breeds at elevations of c. 10,000 ft. to the 
limit of rhododendron scrub, c. 13,000-14,000 ft. (Thangu, Karponang). 
In winter down to between 7000 and 2500 ft. (Temi, Gangtok, 
Penlom-la). Affects thick bush jungle. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SMKIM : Nepal. Bhutan, SE. Tibet; Naga 
Hills, Manipur. NE. Burma, Yunnan, Tonkin, Szechwan. The adjoin- 
ing paler west Himalayan race uhistten' stretches to Hazara. 

GENERAL KABITS: Unobtrusive; of robin-like bearing and move- 
ments. Hops about quietly under dense undergrowth in search of 
insect food; occasionally mounts to a bush-top. Has a harsh croak 
which betrays its presence; sometimes of several ssllables, likened 
to 'the subdued grinding of a few stones of an old-fashioned watch- 
man's rattle'. Said to have a 'beautiful song' in the breeding season; 
no details. 

NESTING: Seavon-May to July. A nest taken by Hickley as low 
as c. 8000 ft. (above Gangtok). Nest-a cup or pad of moss, lined 
with wool and hair. Placed in a niche in an earth-bank amongst 
rhododendron scrub etc. Eggs-3 or 4. pale verditer blue. Size 
about 20 x 15 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, NEASUREBIENTS, ETC : The Fauna gives : 
Wine Bill Tarsus Tail 

d d 65-69 11 29-30 49-53 mm. 
9 '2 62-66 11 29-30 49-50 mm. 



Stresemann measures a series collected by Schafer in Sikkim: Wing 8 
d d 67-73 (av. 69.3); 7 9 0 and imm. J d 63-68 (av. 64.4) mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill black, yellow on lower mandible and along commissure, 
legs and feel: fleshy. 

THE REDFLANKED BUSH ROBIN 

En'thaczls cyanzbrlrs ~w.filatz~s (Hodgson) 
Nernrrfa rzrfilnta Hodgson, 1815, PTOC. 2001. SOC. L O I I ~ O I I :  27-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2:  99 
LOCAL NAME : Mangzhil-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Mcle: Ahowe, forehead, broad supercilium, 

nlmp, and upper tail-coverts bright ultramarine blue. Ear-coverts, 
lores, and around eye black. Rest of upper parts including exposed 
portions of wings, deep purplish blue. Tail black, suffused with deep 
blue. Belmo, sides of head, throat, neck, and breast deep purplish 
blue. Chin, throat, and rest of underparts white, sullied with ashy 
brown on breast. Sides of body orange-chestnut. 

Female: Ahme ,  iuforls olive-brown; wing-coverts and flight 
feathers edged with rufous. Rump greenish blue; upper tail-coverts 
deep blue. Tail dark brown, the feathers edged with blue. Below, 
sides of head and neck, and whole breast ochraceous brown; chin 
and throat narrowly white down the middle. Abdomen white; rest 
of underparts ochraceous; sides of body orange-chestnut. Around 
eye white. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. Breeding u p  to c. 14,000 ft. 
altitude; in winter down to between 7000 and 3500 ft. (Rinchinpong, 
Chungthang, Gangtok, Pemionche, Lingtam, Lachung, Thangu, 
Gnatong, Karponang, Yumthang, Chola Range, etc.). 

Affects undergrowth of seedlings etc. in tall forest on hillsides- 
laurel, oak, rhododendron and conifers. 

DISTRIBUTION O U T S ~ E  SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan, S. Tibet and 
across to the h4ishmi Hills. Assam hills and Manipilr (winter only?); 
Burma, Yunnan, Kansu. The  species ranges widely in Siberia 
(breeding); SE. Asia (winter). 

The adjoining paler west Himalayan race, pallidiora, stretches 
westward to Kashmir and the Afghan boundary, and perhaps beyond. 

GENERAL HABITS : Active; unobtnlsive; typically robin-like. Usually 
seen in pairs in undergrowth of seedlings in forest, hopping in search 
of food. Sometimes mounting a low bush, whence it makes short 
flycatcher-like sorties in the air after winged insects. Incessantly 
flicks wings, and rapidly expands and closes tail. Call: a plaintive 
pheeoz~. Song poor, of three notes-the first and third being the 
same, the middle note a tone lower. 

N E s n N C :  Season-May-June. Nest-a rough cup of moss, grass, 
roots and leaves, lined with wool and hair. Placed under the ex- 
posed roots of a large tree, or in a hollow on a steep hillside, sheltered 
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under herbage. Eggs--3 to 5, chalky white, unmarked or faint1 
freckled with pale pink forming an ill-defined ring at the broad en% 
Size about 18 x 14 mm. Both sexes feed the young. 

RACLU. CHAMCTEHISTICS, MEAYUW:MENTS, ETC: The Survq specitri~ns 
measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
1 8  81 12.5 24.5 60 mm. 
2 0 9  60-82 13 24-26 62-64 mm. 

Stresemann measures a series collected by Schafer in Sikkim: Wing 6 
ad. d d 91-85 jav. 54.0); 12 2 9 and ilnm. 5 5 78-83 (av. 80.0) mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny brown or black; legs, feet arld claws blackish brown; 
soles of feet whitish. 

THE WHITEBROWED BUSH ROBIN 

Erithacw i n d i m  i n d i m  (Vieillot) 
Sylvia indica Vieillot, 1817, Nouv Dict. d'Hist. Nat., nouv. Pd., 11:  287- 

India ( = Darjeeling). 

Plate 14, fig. 8 (facing p. l4S) 

F.B.I. 2:  102 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Abme, dull slate-blue with a diagnostic 

broad white supercilium from bill to nape. Lores, in front of and 
below eye, black; sides of head blackish blue. Tail black, suffused 
with blue. Wing quills blackish brown edged with olive-yellow. 
Below, mange-rufous, whitish on middle of abdomen. 

F e d e :  Aboue, olive-brown with partially concealed white super- 
cilium to nape. Wings and tail brown, edged with rufous olive- 
brown. Below, ochraceous--deepest on breast, whitish on abdomen. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common. Normally between c. 1000 
and 11,000 ft. elevation. hlet with by me at 11,000 ft. (Phalut) even 
at the end of December, and by Schafer at 12,500 f t  (Changu) in 
February. As a population, however, probably has a lower ceiling 
in winter (Gangtok, Chungthang, Lachen, Lachung). AfFects similar 
facies to that of the Redflanked Bush Robin-tall forest on steep 
hillsides with undergrowth of seedlings, bracken and low bushes. 

DISTRI~UTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Garhural (?); Nepal, Bhutan, Khasia 
Hills, N. Cachar. The species extends to Chwanben, Szechwan, 
Yunnan and Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Robin-like and similar to the two described; but 
little known: Baker has recorded it mounting into large leafy trees 
to feed on insects, making occasional sallies into the air after them. 

NESTING : NO record for Sikkim. Semm-elsewhere May-June. 
Nest-an untidy loose cup or pad of soft dry grass and dry moss, 
lined with fine fern-roots. Placed on the ground among the exposed 
roots of a tree m in a hollow under a stone. Egg& or 4, 



indistinguishable from those of the Redflanked Bush Robin. Size 
about 18 x 14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARAC'rEIIISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A Survey specimen (d )  
measures Wing 79; bill 14; tarsus 28; tail 64 mm. Schafer's skins from Sikkim 
give Wing 3 d d 79, 80, 82; 1 Q 77 mm. 

Iris brown; bill brownish black; legs and feet greyish brown; claws horny 
brown. 

THE RUFOUSBELLIED BUSH ROBIN 

Erithncus hype ythmcs (Blyth) 
Ianthia h y p e r ! l t l ~ r a  Blyth. 1847, Jotrr. Ariat. Soc. Bellgal 16: 132- 

Darjeeling. 

F.B.I. 2:  103 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Readily distinguished from the Red- 

flanked Bush Robin by the sides of the body being uniformly 
coloured with the rest of underparts. Above, forehead continued 
behind as supercilium, upper tail-coverts, and atch at shoulder of P wing bright ultramarine blue. Lores, in front o eye, and ear-coverts 
black. Rest of upper plumage, with sides of head and neck, deep 
purplish blue. Wing quills and tail black edged with purplish blue. 
Below, orange-chestnut; only vent and under tail-coverts white. 

Female: Aboue, rufous olive-brown; sides of head tinged fulvous. 
Short supercilium, and nlmp slaty blue; upper tail-coverts deep blue. 
Below, rich ochraceous-browner on breast, brightest at sides of 
abdomen; white on vent and under tail-coverts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare and little known. Has been recorded 
between 4000 and 12,000 ft. altitude (Singhik, Toong, Gangtok, 
Karponang, Chc~gu ,  Phalut) in scrub undergrowth of dwarf 
rhododerldron etc. on forested hillsides. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Known only from Nepal and some 
Assam hills (Abor, Miri and Khasia). 

GENERAL HABITS : Similar to other bush robins, but little specifically 
recorded. 

RACIAL CHARAC.~EFUSTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives for d 9 
Wing 75-79; bill 10: tarsus c. 24; tail 53-55 nun. Against this 3 d 8 in 
the Schafer Sikkim collection have Wing 79, 80, 81 (Stresemann). 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet h o ~ n y  brown. 
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THE WHITETAILED BLUE BUSH ROBIN 

Cinclidiunl leucuruin (Hodgson) 
M~rscisylljiu letccuru EIodgson, 1815, P 1 . o ~ .  7~01. SOC. Loivloil: 27-I\;ep;tl. 

F.B.I. 2 :  106 
LOCAL NAME : Mangshia (Lelxha). 
SIZE : Sparrow + . 
n E L u  CHARACTERS : Male: Abme, black suffused with blue. Fore- 

head, supercilium, and a patch on wing-shoulder bright cobalt blue. 
Lores, and sides of head and neck black; a concealed white patch 
on each side of neck. Wings black, with bluish edges. Tail largely 
white on basal portions of all except middle arid outennost 
feathers which are black. Belotti, deep black, a few feat I?" ers on 
abdomen blue-fringed. Posterior flanks and under tail-c~verts fringed 
with white. 

F e d e :  Rufescent brown. Wings and tail brown, edged with 
fermginous; the latter with the basal white patches smaller. 

The conspicuous white patches in the tail of both sexes are 
diagnostic. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common at mderate  altitudes, 
c. 3500 to 8000 ft. (Rishap, Lebong, Gangtok, Pemionche). Mects 
under rowth of low bushes in shady forest, especially at the edge 
of mu 7 e paths, firelines and streams. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan (? Dafla Hills, 6 Assam, Manipw, Burma, N. Thailand, Yunnan, Indoc ina, S. Clina. 
GENERAL HABITS: Shy and silent. Keeps singly. Hops on ground 

in search of insects and flies up into lower branches when disturbed, 
like Blueheaded Rock Thrush. There slowly expands its conspicuous 
white-and-black tail, and presently descends to the ground again. 
The male has a fine song in the breeding season. 

NESTING: Seawon-May-June. Nest-a compact deep cup, or 
domed structure with side entrance, of fine roots intermixed with 
leaves, and with a little moss on the outside. Placed in a crack or 
hole in the face of a vertical rock, or hollow in earth bank or road- 
side cutting. E g g 4  or 4, pale cream or buff, densely and minutely 
stippled all over with pale reddish clay colour, prducing a pinky 
overall appearance. Size about 24X 17 mm. 

RACIAL CHARCTERISTICS, MUSUREhrENLS, ETC: A Sikkilll SU~VC?)' spcTimel1 
( d )  measures: Wing 97; bill 18; tarsus 27.5; tail 81. A Schafcr 3 has Wing 
93 mm. 

Iris bro1r.n; legs and feet black. 
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THE BLUEFRONTED ROBIN 

Cinclidium frontnle frontole Blyth 
Cit~clidium frontale Blyth, 1842, Jour, dsic~t. Soc. Bengul 11:  181-Sikkim. 

Plate 23, fig. 3 (facing p. 288) 

F.B.I. 2: 107 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Sex for sex very like the Whitetailed Blue Bush 

Robin (p. 253) and easily mistakable for it; but absence of white 
patches in tail diagnostic. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare and little known. Not met with by 
Stevens, Meinertzhagen or Schafer, nor by the recent Sikkim 
Omithdogical S w e y .  In the British Museum there are old skins 
collected in Sikkim, without proper data. Described as a forest 
bird, 'apparently between 6000 and 10,000 feet'. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Not known from adjoining Nepal 
or Bhutan, or from elsewhere in the Himalayas. Recorded from 
farther south-east, in Tonkin and Laos. 

GENERAL HABITS : From its long tarsus, presumably robin-like, 
but nothing specifically recorded. 

NESTING : Unknown. 
RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Tail graduated and longer 

than in C. leucurunz. 'Tarsus also ~nlich longer. The Fauna gives the measure- 
ments (from Sikkiin specimens in the British Museum) as: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
d d  83-91 14-15 37-38 75-80 mm. 
9 9 81-82 13 - 78 mm. 

Bill black; legs and feet brown. 

HODGSON'S GRANDALA 

Grar~clalu cSelicolor c8elicolor Hodgson 
Gratlrlr~la cdelicalar [ .~ ic ]  Hoclgson, 1843, Jour. Asint. Soc. Bellgul 12:  447.- 

Nepal. 

Plate 23, fig. 2 (facing p. 288) 

F.B.I. 2 :  89 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Between Bulbul and Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Reminiscent of a rock thrush at rest; of a 

starling in flight. 
Adult Male: Entire plumage ahooe and beloto glistening, silky, 

bright purple-blue, brighter on rump and upper tail-coverts. Wings 
and tail black. 

Fenuzle: A b o ~ e ,  brown, streaked with fulvous white, with slight 
blue tinge on nlmp and upper tail-coverts. Wings and tail brown, 
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the former with a prominent white wing-spot or 'mirror'; some of the 
secondaries tipped white. Below, chin dull fulvous; rest brown, 
streaked with pale fulvous. 

STATUS m~ HABITAT: Resident at very high altitudes, c. 15,000 to 
17,000 ft., hardly descending in winter unless forwd down temporarily 
by heavy snowfalls and severe weather, and then not below c. 
9000 ft. (Lachen, Lachung, Thangu, Yurnthang, Gya ong, Natu La, 
Phalut). Affects mountainous country in the high a pine zone just 
below the snow-line; rocky slopes with Hi 

f 
y h a e  busha, at its 

lowest winter limit (Lachen and Lachung val eys) 
DIsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE s m m z :  Kashmir, Spiti, Garhwal, Nepal, 

Bhutan. N. Burma, Chwanben, Szechwan to N. Kansu. 
GENERAL HABITS: Gregarious. K s in close-packed flocks, 

sometimes (in winter) of several hun 5!? red birds together-in one 
instance (Lachen, February 1952) estimated at 1000+. This swarm 
kept circling high over the valley in a massed 'cloud', 

chiefli: , with occasional win beats. The cloud appeared as thoug 
wafte here and there by $e wind. From time to time the birds g1i&n3 
would drop steeply like rain more or less in unison to settle on 
tall leafless trees, covering the top branohes in dense clusters like 
starlings at the roost. Every little while, for no a parent reason, the 
swarm would suddenly take wing, circle aloft an 8 tumble again into 
another tree in a restricted 'beat' of rocky mountainside. A nervous 
restlessness seemed to pervade the swarm, and for the several days 
it was under observation the same behaviour prevailed. When 
settled on a tree the birds could be apl>roached quite closely, which 
showed that the restlessness was unconnected with our intrusion. 
Their taking off suddenly, flying in a close-packed rabble and circling 
back to the tree reminded me of the behaviour of a flock of Greyhead- 
ed Mynas (Sturnus n~alabarica) feeding on a flowering Bondax. The 
long pointed wings, slightly forked tail, style of flight, and the habit 
of clustering on bare tree-tops are distinctly starling-like. The general 
shape, while at rest, is reminiscent of the rock thrush (e.g. Monticda 
solitmh), and a peculiar prolongation of the posterior part of the 
body heightens the resemblance. 

This swarm, and other smaller flocks at Lachen, were feeding 
exclusively on the abundant, sour, juicy bemes of Hippophm 
sdicifolia Don. Certain atches on the mountainside were favoured, e while equally laden thic ets in neighbouring ravjnes were ignored. 
A circling flock would suddenly tumble into a food tree jostling 
and crowding in on the fruit-bearing branches, devour the bemes 
ravenously for a brief spell-sometimes just three or four bemes 
humedly and in great apparent nenlousness-then they would as 
suddenly take to wing and resume the interminable circling around. 
From a cluster of birds in a bee-top three or four to a dozen would 
launch out in the air every now and again like an Artamus or Meropr 
-to circle back to the perch, literally tumbling into the bee when a 
few feet above. Definitely not ha~vking insects though the actions are 
clearly suggestive of this. 

The great preponderance of adult males over 9 -plumaged birds 



-. - 
in the flocks was very marked. The same disparity was also noted 
by Scliafer in eastern Tibet, though Meinel-lzllagen found some flocks 
composed entirely of Q-plumaged birds in N. Sikkim (December 
1925). hleinertzhageil has recorded that (on the ground) 'they hop, 
and are fond of jurnping chat-like on to a rock'. 

Voice and cc~ll: In winter an occasional short ticit was uttered 
by individuals, but on the whole veiy silent. In the breeding season, 
according to Schafer, the male has a ringing, finch-like, scolding 
call diu-di di diu, and the female a shrill dee dee clee. Food: insects 
(moths), and berries (Hippsphae, Vaceiniwl~, etc.). 

NESTING: NO record for Sikkim, and very little known. 
Apparently flocks do not break up into pairs for breeding, neither 
do they nest in colonies. The meagre records suggest the season 
as May to July. Seven of of (including one in 9 plumage) in the 
Chicago Museum of Natural History, collected by V. S. La Persoilne 
at Thangu, '18,000 ft.' (?), 21-23 May 1931, have the testes sketched 
on their labels as c. 9x6 mm., therefore presumably ready to breed. 
Four Q Q with the same data, however, are shown with no gonadal 
development. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A series collected by the 
Sikkim S~uvey measures : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
6 d d ad. 146-1.52' 19.5-21 28.5-31 84-91 mnl. 
3 9 0 140-147 19.5-20 28.5-30 77.5, 81, 87 mm. 

Iris hazel; bill black, yellow at gape; inside mouth (both sexes) bright 1emo11 
yellow; legs and feet black. 

HODGSON'S SHORTWING 

Hodgsouius phoeniczrroitles plroeriicu~oides (Gray) 
Bradr~pterus phnenicurcidas [sic] Gray, 1846, Cat. Mamms. Hirds Nepal: 70, 

153-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2:  21 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Blllbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: General effect reminiscent of the 

Magpie Robin. Head, entire upper parts, throat and breast slaty 
blue; tail blue-black with a conspicuous chestnut patch on either 
side near base. Abdomen white. A white patch near base of 
primaries (on bastard wing) conspicuous in flight and when wings 
drooped. 

Female: Aboue, olive-brown with rufous tinge on margins of 
wings and tail, the latter with the chestnut patch near base, as in 
male. Below, ochraceous, suffused wit11 brown on breast and flanks; 
abdomen whitish. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Apparently rare. Stevens records it in the 
Sikkim Himalayas between c. 3000 and 5000 ft. elevation (September 
to February), but it doubtless goes higher in summer, as in tlie 



western Himalayas (7500 to 11,000 ft.). Affects unde rowth of 
moderately high shrubs on open hillsides and outskirts 3 forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSLDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas from &e Khagan 
Valley and Kashmir to Bhutan (and NE. Assam); Yunnan. The 
species extends to Szechwan, Kansu, Kuku Nor. Also recordcd 
from Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS: Shy and retiring. Keqx singly, mostly on the 
ground in scrub and undergrowth, hopping or running abollt in 
search of insect food. Utters a harsh metallic trick-trick-trick. Tail 
usually carried spread out and depressed, with the wings partially 
drooping at the sides. In this position the chestnut patches on the 
tail, as also the white patch on the wing, are prominent and diagnos- 
tic. Tail sometimes flicked up momentarily and cocked over the 
back. Sings from the centre of bushes or higher trees, with tail 
held up vertically and fanned out. Song: a somewhat mournful, 
whistling soliloquy pe-pee-pit (accent on the middle syllable), re- 
miniscent of snatches of the Ma pie Robin's song. Distinctive, but 
intriguing until definitely place % . Sings early mornings and late 
evenings; often even in moonlight. 

NESTING: Season-not recorded in Sikkirn. In the western 
Himalayas, June-July. Nest-cup-sha ed, of coarse grass, dead R leaves, etc. lined with fine grass, feat ers or fur. Usually placed 
in low bushes up to 3 ft. from the ground. Eggs--3, exceptionally 
I~eautiful, deep greenish blue (dark jade). Size about 23x16 mm. 
Both parents feed the young, but whether, and to what extent, they 
share in nest-building and incubation is undetermined. 

RACIAL CHARAC.~ERISTICS, ~ ~ E A S U R E ~ ~ N T S ,  ETC: I-Ias the typical short 
rounded wings and long tarsus of other shortwings (Bracl~ypteryx), but diKers 
in possessing a comparatively long tail. Measurements: 6 9 \Ving 73-77; ],ill 
c. 15; tarsus c. 30; tail 75-82 mm. (Falina). 

Iris brown; bill plumbeous olive, paler on lower mandible and yello\vish at  
gape; legs and feet plumbeous olive. 

THE BLUEFRONTED REDSTART 

Phoenicurus frontalis (Vigors) 
Phoenicura frontatis Vigors, 1832, Proc. 2001. SOL.. Loirdon: 172-Himalayas. 

F B.I. 2 : 69 
LOCAL NAME : Tak-tirriri-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Above, forehead and supercilium bright 

blue; rest of head, and back, diirk blue; rump orange-chestnut; tail 
largely chestnut with black terminal band. Belou.. chin and throat 
d a ~ k  blue; rest of underparts orange-chestnut. 

Feillale: Above, fulvous brown; tail as in male. Below, throat and 
breast fulvous brown, paler on chin; rest of t~nderparts orange-brown. 

STATUS AM) HABITAT : A common high-elevation redstart, breeding 
up to at least 15,000 ft. In winter dowm to between c. 9000 and 
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8000 ft. (Dikchu, Singhik, Chungthang, Kewzing, Rinchinpong, 
Gangtok, Lachen, Lachung, Yumthang, Thangu, Manshltang, 
Gyagong). Hardly ever descends to the plains. Frequents rocky 
grass-covered slopes, rhododendron and juniper scrub, yak pastures 
and rock moraines near or above the tree-line in summer. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSWE SIKKIM: Sui)~met-, throughout the high 
Himalayas from Afghanistan and Gilgit, through Kashmir, to SE. 
Tibet. Winter, lower elevations in the same; also Assam hills, Naga 
Hills, Manipur, NE. Burma, N. Yunnan, Szechwan, Kansu, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps singly or in widely separated pairs. 
Perches upright; constantly flicks tail jerkily up  and down in the 
lnaniler of the Whitecapped Redstart-not shivered or flirted as in 
the Common Redstart (P. ochmos). Descends to ground from 
boulder or bush from time to time to pick up an insect, and flies 
off to another perch nearby witlun its feeding area. Occasionally 
takes winged insects in the air. Utters a low, clicking prit-pit. 
Male has a sweet song during the breeding season when he becomes 
pugnacious and intolerant ol others of his kind. 

NESTING : Season-May-June. Nest-a shallow cup, or pad, of 
moss, grass, etc. lined with moss, feathers and hair. Placed near 
the ground in hollows in rocks, or under stones and boulders. 
Eggs--3 or 4, pinkish cafb-au-lait with a zone of confluent markings 
anu a few grey specks near the broad end. Size about 19x15 rnm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERLSTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : In all redstarts (I'lroet~icurus) 
sexes dissimilar and tail largely chestnut. P .  frontolis readily distinguished 
from others by all tail feathers being abruptly tipped with black, except middle 
pair. Sunlmer plumage darker, with purer colours due to loss by abrasion of 
brown fringes to feathers. The Sikkim Survey specimens measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
3 E 6 88-90 13.5-15.5 24-25 65-67 mm. 
1 9  86.5 14.5 2:3 . 70 mm. 

For Schiifer's large series from Sikkim, Stresemann gives Wing 16 d d  
84-90 (av. 87.7); 9 3 0 80-85 (av. 82.2) mrn. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs, feet and claws blackish brown. 

THE WHITETHROATED REDSTART 

Phoenicurus schisticeps schisticeps (Gray) 
Ruticilln schisticeps G r a y ,  1846, Cat. Mamms. Birds Nepal: 69, 153-Nepal. 

Plate 16, fig. 8 (facing p. 161) 

F.B.I. 2:  70 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Aboue, forehead and crown cobalt blue; 

back black with fulvous edges and some chestnut on scapulars; wings 
black with a white patch, particularly conspicuous in flight; lump 
and upper tail-coverts chestnut; tail largely black and chestnut. 



Belou;: ohin and throat black with u white patch iin centre; rest of 
underparts chestnut, albescent on abdomcm. 

Fulvous ed es to feathers of u p  er parts lost by wear in summer. f Female: A me,  head and bac ! brown; rump and ripper tail- 
coverts chestnut; tail as in male, but dull rufous replacing chestnut; 
wings brown with small ashy patoh. Below, brown fringed with 
ashy; abdomen whitish; large white throat-patch. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairl common locall at high elevations. 
Summer, between 10,000 an d' 14,000-15,000 l t.; winter, down to 
between 5000 and 11,000 (Toong, Cliungthang, Gangtok, Lachen, 
Lachung, Yumthang, Thangu, Changu). Affects open, sparsely scrub- 
covered hillsides, with boulders and rock outcrops. 

DrsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE SIKKILI: Nepal, Bhutan, Chumbi Valley, 
extending to  N. Yunnan, Chwanben, Kuku Nor, Kansu, Szechwan, etc. 

G ~ E F M L  HABITS: Typical of the redstarts. Food: insects; also 
seeds and beriies in winter. Voice and calls unrecorded. In Sikkim 
I always found it inordinately wild. 

NESTING: Not recorded within Indian limits, but will probably 
be found to breed a t  high altitudes in Nepal and Sikkim. 

RACIAL CHAHAC~I'EHISTICS, LZEASUREMEWTS, ~ 1 . c  : Large white throat-patch 
in both sexes diagnostic. 

The Sikkim Survey specixnens measure : 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

16 85 15 23.5 70 mrn. 
2 Q 9 81-85 15.5-16 22.5-23.5 64-73 mnl. 

Three Schafer skins have Wing d 85, 85; 9 81 mrn. 
Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws black. 

HODGSON'S REDSTART 

Phoenicurus hodgsoi~i (Moore) 
Ruticjlla hodgsoni Moore, 1854, in  Horsfield & Moore, Cat. Birds Mus. 

E. I. Co. 1 : 303-Bootan, Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2:  74 
LOCAL NAME : Thar-capni (Nepali). 
SUE : Sparrow. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S  : Male: Like the Common Redstart (P. ochrums), 

but with practically no black on upper parts. Abme, crown white 
or nearly white, this extending to over eye; mantle ashy grey; a 
conspicuous white patch in wing. 

Fe~nule: Above, greyer, less brown than female ochruros. Below, 
ashy; whitish on abdomen. Distinguished in the field from female 
p n t a l i s  by much paler overall mloratio~l and absence of terminal 

lack bar to tail. 
STAWS AND HABITAT: Local and uncolnlnon winter visitor to low 

and moderate elevations c. 5500 to 1000 ft. (Rangpo, hlartam. Dentam, 
Dikchu, Chungthang, Gangtok, Lachen). Breeds in the Tibetan 



facies at 8000-12,000 ft. altitude. In its winter quarters, affects the 
vicinity of streams and dry river beds, and open, rocky, scrub-and-bush 
country. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills N. and 
S. of the Brahrnaputra; Naga Hills, plains of N. Assam, Manipur, 
NE. Burma. Breeds in Kansu, Szechwan, Kuku Nor, Chwanben. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical d the genus. On streams, actions and 
behaviour very like the Plumbeous Redstart's. Keeps in widely 
separated pairs. Shivers or flirts tail like P. o c h m s .  Utters pi t ,  
prit like Bluefronted Redstart. Song unrecorded. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkirn.. Possibly breeds at high eleva- 
tions in the Tibetan facies of extreme northern Sikkim? 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASURBM~NTS,  ETC: The SiLkim Survey speci- 
mens measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
3 d d  86-87 15-16 24-25 65-67 mm. 
1 9  84 14.5 21.5 66.5 mm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws black or blackish brown. 

THE DAURIAN REDSTART 

Phoenicutws auroreus leucoptern (Blyth) 
Phoenicura leucoptero Blyth, 1643, Jottr. Asiot. Soc. Bengnl 12: 962- 

Malay Peni~lsula. 

F.B.I. 2 : 71 (auroreus) 
LOCAL. NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : hide: Ahoue, forehead whitish; crown, neck 

and mantle slaty grey; back black; rump chestnut; prominent white 
wing-patches (as in Blueheaded Rock Thrush). Belolo, sides of head 
and neck, throat, and upper breast black; rest chestnut. 

Female: Ahoue, olive-brown; a whitish ring of feathers round eye; 
chestnut rump; white wing-patches as in male. Below, fulvous brown. 

STATUS AND HUITAT: Not met with by Stevens in the Sikkim 
Himalayas, nor by the recent Loke-Shlim Ali Survey. Meinertzhagen 
came across a small party in Natu La (14,100 ft.) on 21.xii.1926, 
'doubtless on passage', and secured two adult males. 

D I s T R I s u n o N :  'Native Sikkim', Bhutan, Duars, Assarn hills N. 
and S. of the Brahmaputra, Assam Valley; Manipur, Burma. Breeds 
from SE. Siberia south to Kansu, Szechwan, Chwanben, N. Yunnan. 
In winter extends to N. Thailand and Indochina. 

MEASUREMENTS: The Fauna gives for d 0 Wing 70-77; bill 10-11; tarsus 
23; tail 58-60 mm. 
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THE BLACK REDSTART 

Phoenicurtcs ochwros rufiventris (VieiUot) 
Emt~the  rufioentris Vieillot, 1818, Nouv. Dict. d'Hist. Nat., nouv. W., 

21 : 43 1-S. Africa in errore = Bengal. 

F.B.I. 2: 77 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S  : Male (winter): Above, forehead, sides of head 

and neck black, the feathers fringed with grey; crown, na 
neck and back ashy grey; rump and upper tail-coverts brig '? t chest- hind- 
nut; tail chestnut and brown. Below, chin, throat and breast black; 
rest deep orange-brown. 

In summer the grey edges to feathers of back, throat, and breast 
wear off, leaving these parts a deeper black. 

F d e :  A b m ,  pale fulvous brown; rump and tail as in male; a 
ring of pale feathers round eye. Belou, huffy brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Only a passage migrant in autumn 
and spring (?) between its breeding grounds on the high Tibetan 
plateau and the Indian plains. Schafer collected specimens in the 
Tibetan plateau facies of N. Sikkim at 14,000 to 16,000 ft. altitude 
(Gyagong etc.) between Jul and October, and at Lachen (c. 7500 ft.) 
on 3 November (1938). BY anford noted it abundant on passage in 
the Lachen and Lacllullg valleys in September, and one in the 
Teesta Valley at c. 4000 ft. in October. Meinertzhagen did not meet 
with this species in Sikkim in winter, neither did Stevens before him 
nor myself since, except for the only sight record of a solitary 
example at Chungthang c. 5000 ft. (22.ii.1952). 

DISTRIBUTION: Summer, SE. Tibet, Kuku Nor, Kansu. IYii~ter, 
peninsular India east of a line from c. Jhansi to Khandesh, south to 
about Madras City and foot of the Nilgiris. Also Bengal, Assam, 
hlanipur, Burma. The species has a wide Palaearctic distribution 
through Europe and Asia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Characteristic of the redstarts. Shivers or 
oscillates chestnut tail as if fixed on a spring wire, and dips forepart 
of body from time to time. 

RACLQL CHARACTE~ISTICS, M E A S U R E ~ ~ F ~ T S ,  ETC: 111 the adjoining race 
phoenicuroi&s (\llesten~ Himalayas, tluough Kashnlir to Afghanistan, ~ u r k e s t a n ,  
Iran) the lnale has the black upper parts almoct obscured in winter by 
heavy ash-grey and ash-bro\!-n fringes, pa~ticu1al.l~ 011 the crown. Its wing 
is also somen,hat smaller-60-86 mm. (majority wilder 85), as against 86-93 mrn. 
in rufiventris (majority over 85). 



M U S C I C A P I D A E  

Phoenicurm eythrogester grandis (Gould) 
Ruticilla grandis Gould, 1850, P ~ o c .  Zool. SOC.  Londotl: 112- 

Afghanistan arid T11:rt. 

Plate 16, fig. 9 (facing p. 161) 

F.B.I. 2 :  78 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Bulbul- . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Adult Mde superficially like the Whitecapped 

Redstart in general aspect, but larger. Summer: Above, crown, nape 
and hindneck white; forehead, sides of head and neck, back and 
wings black, the last with a large white patch (or 'mirror'); tail deep 
chestnut with brown-tipped central feathers. Below, chin, throat and 
breast black; rest deep chestnut-red. 

In winter, white feathers of crown, and black portions of plumage 
fiinged with grey. 

Female: Above, pale ashy brown; rump and tail like male's but 
paler chestnut. Below, fulvous grey, rufous-tinged on under tail- 
coverts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: An extreme high altitude redstart. Blanford 
met it between 14,000 and 16,500 ft. (Dongkya La, Kangra Lama La) 
in September and October. Schafer collected specimens in the 
Tibetan facies of N. Sikkim at Gyaokong (Gyagong) c. 15,000-16,000 ft., 
June to August, including juveniles. Meinertzhagen procured it in 
the same locality, and also at Mom6 Shamdong, in November and 
December. The Loke-Silim Ali Expedition got it in January near 
Lachung, at c. 10,500 ft, and three days later even as low as 
Chungthang, c.  5000 ft. Here many birds kept' loosely together, 
doubtless having been forced down temporarily by the sudden bad 
weather and heavy silowfalls above, which also brought down other 
high elevation birds, e.g. Eremophila larks. 

Affects the neighbourhood of streams in barren, sparsely scrubbed 
country and rocky moraines above tree-line. 

DIsTRIsrrnoN O U T S ~ E  SIKKIM : Afghanistan, Chitral, Gilgit, 
Baltistan, I,adakh, Chamba, Bhutan, Tibet, Kansu. The species is 
widely distributed in central Asia. 

CENERAI. HABITS: Lives a t  very high elevations even in wintm, 
at which season it feeds largely on Hippophx  berries. Actions and 
behaviour typically redstart. Descends to gro~und to pick u p  beetles, 
ants, etc.; also captures winged illsects in the air. In the breeding 
seacion the male has a'short, clear song delivered from a boulder, or 
during his pretty display flight with outstretched quivering wings 
(Schafer). 

nAcIAL CHARACTERISTICS, M E A S U R E ~ I E N T S ,  ETC: The Sikkim Survey speci- 
mens measure : 

Wing Bill Tilrs119 Tail 
3 d d  108-115 17-18 28-30 70-75 mm. 
4 9 3  103-105 15-17 27-28 71-75.5 mm. 



T H E  B L U E H E A D E D  R O B I N  

The Fauna gives: Wing d 102-111; 3 95-88 mm. 
Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws brownish black to black. 

THE BLUEHEADED ROBIN 

Phoenicurus caerdeocephalw (Vigors) 
Phoenicura coeruleoceijhala [sic] Vigors, 1831, Proc. zoo / .  sot, London; 

35-Himalayas. 

Plate 23, fig. 1 (facing p. 288) 

F.B.I. 2 :  104 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
n E L D  C H A R A ~ :  Male: A black robin-like bird with a dull 

whitish (grey-blue) crown and nape, a broad white wing-bar, and 
whitish abdomen and vent. 

Female: Rich brown with paler (ashy brown) underparts, and 
ferruginous rump. 

At a distance, and without binoculars, could easily be wnfused, 
sex for sex, with the Pied Bushchat (Smicoh caprata); the female 
also with the Rufoustailed Flycatcher (Mmcicapa 7tFficauda). 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Recorded by Stevens at 11,.500 ft. altitude 
on the Sikkim-Nepal frontier in February (1912), inside pine forest 
with the ground in places heavily covered with snow. Normally 
avoids heavy forest. Not met with since by Meinertzhagen or 
Schafer, nor by the recent Loke-SBlim Ali Survey. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SLKKIM : Turkestan, Afghanistan, and east- 
ward through the Himalayas as far as about Bhutan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical of the Black and other redstarts, with a 
dash of the bush robins. Shakes rather than shivers tail. Its prefer- 
ential habitat is more wooded country than redstarts', and it keeps 
to higher branches than they. Also occurs in open scrub of Berberis 
etc. on the edge of forested hill-slopes. Constantly utters tik, tik, 
much like a British Robin's. A. E. Jones describes the song in 
tlie breeding season as strongly reminiscent of the Eastern hleadow 
Eunting's (Emberiza c, stracheyi) with some of the notes more 
sustained. Food: insects. 

N E S ~ G :  Not recorded in Sikkim (or Nepal). Season--in W. 
Himalayas, May to July. Nest-cup-shaped, of grass and moss, lined 
with hair some feathers. Well concealed in a hollow in a bank, 
or under a stone or exposed roots of a tree. E g g s 4  or 4. pale grey- 
green to pale dull creamy buff, faintly speckled with light red. Size 
about 2 0 ~  15 mm. 

RACJ.\L CHARACTERISTICS, M E A S U R E M E ~ S ,  EX: The Fauna gives for d 9 
Wing 77-80; bill 11; tarsus 22; tail 56-64 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill blackish brown; legs and feet black. 
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THE WHITECAPPED REDSTART 

Chaiinarrornis 1eucmephalu.s (Vigors) 
Phoer~icura leucocephala Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 

35-Himalayas. 

F.B.I. 2 :  79 
LOCAL NAMES : Mati-tap-pho (Lepcha) : Chulia-mati (Chubia ?) 

(Bhutia). 
SIZE : Sparrow + . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A sprightly robin-like black and chestnut bird. 

Abooe, crown and nape white; sides of head, back and wings 
glossy blue-black; mmp, upper tail-coverts, and tail bright chestnut- 
the last with a broad black terminal band. Belozo, chin, throat and 
breast black; rest bright orange-chestnut. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABTTAT: Common. Summer, resident between 6000 
and 16,000 ft. altitude; winter, from c.  8000 ft. down to plains level; 
commoner below 5000 (Rangpo, Singtam, h4artam, Gangtok, 
Chungthang, Lachung, Lachen, Yumthang, Thangu, Gyagong, Pen- 
lom La, Kaqmnang). Affects rocky streams and torrents, and their 
proximity. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayan System from 
Afghanistan to extreme NE. Assam; Manipur, Buima, Yunnan, Tonkin, 
Kuku Nor, Kansu, SE. Turkestan. In many of these, and a t  the lower 
levels, a winter visitor only. 

GENERAL HABITS: Singletons, or widely separated pairs, in staked- 
out stretches of stream, on rocks amidst raging torrent, or banks. 
Captures tiny insects borne along on the swirling current or cast up  
by the wavelets. Also flies out over the torrent and zigzags in aerial 
pursuit of midges, returning to its base on outstretched rapidly 
vibrating wings. When perched, and also upon alighting, wags 
expanded tail jerkily and deliberately up  and down, with wings 
drooping on either side, from cocked position, as in robin, till its tip 
almost touches the ground. Tail-wagging often accompanied by bend- 
stretch curtseying. These sudden movements frequently employed 
lor stampeding lurking insects. Also eats berries. Call: a loud, shrill, 
plaintive tseee; no song. 

NESTING: Between 6000 and 16,000 ft. elevation. Season-May to 
July. Nest-a bulky cup of moss, leaves, etc., lined with wool, hair 
and roots. Placed in a crevice or hollow of rock or bank, or under 
the exposed roots of a tree near a stream. Eggs-3 or 4, pale sea- 
Ereen profusely spotted with dark reddish- or rusty brown, more 
densely at the broad end. Size about 25x17  mm. Both parents 
feed the young. 

IMCIAI. CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREA,IEWS, ETC: A Sikkim Survey specimen 
(8) measures Wing 102; bill 19; tarsus 33; tail 78 mm. 

A series of 18 adult d Q in Schgfer's Sikkirn collection gives Wing 89 ( 9 ) -  
103 ( d )  mm. 

Iris deep brown; bill, legs, feet and claws black. 
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THE PLUMBEOUS REDSTART 

Rhyacomis fuliginusus f u l i g i t a m  (Vigors) 
Phoenicurn ftcliginosa Vigors, 1831, Proc. 2001. Soc. London: 35-Himalayas. 

F.B.I. 2: 81 
LOCAL NAMES: Suradum parbo-pho (Lepcha); Chubbia nakki 

(Bhutia). 
SIZE': Sparrow. 
FIELD C H A R A m R S  : Made: Abme and below, slaty blue; upper and 

under tai -coverts, vent, and tail bright chestnut. 
a/ Fern e: Abme, dull bluish brown; tail-coverts and tail white, 

the latter broadly tipped brown. Below, ashy white squamated with 
brown. Expanded tail shows up a brown triangle with end of tail 
as its base. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common, and with a wide altitudinal range : 
slc?nmer, c. 2000 to 12,000-13,000 ft.; winter, from c. 7000 ft. or above, 
down to plains level (Rangpo, Martarn, Gangtok, Dikchu, Lachen, 
L,achung, Thangu, Yatung and elsewhere on all affluents of the Teesta. 
Great Rangeet, and other rivers). Strictly confined to mountain 
streams and torrents. 

DIsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE S L K ~ ~ :  The Himalayas from Chitral east- 
ward through Kashmir to extreme NE. Assam; Naga and Khasia 
hills; Manipur, NE. Burma, N. Thailand, Yunnan, N. China, Hainan. 
The species extends to Formosa. 

GENERAL HABITS: Singletons, or widely separated pairs, on staked- 
out stretches of streams-'spheres of influence'-which, though shared 
with Whitecapped Redstarts and dippers, are jealously guarded 
against encroachment by its own kind. Demonstrates threateningly by 
craning neck forward, tail fully fanned out and depressed, uttering a 
sharp, angry, prolonged kreee, and chases intruder off. Extremely 
active. Flits from stone to stone amidst rushing torrent. Makes 
short arc-like aerial sallies on rapidly vibrating wings over water 
after midges; springs u p  in air above the foam and spray to capture 
one, or hovers momentarily to scoop up  an insect borne alon E On the wavelets. Constantly flicks tail open and closed with a rhyt mic 
wagging scissors-like action, as in the Little Forktail; also fans it 
01,ut from time to time and lowers it till almost touching the ground. 
In the female, the 'bvinkling' of the black-and-white pattern in the 
tail harmonizes to perfectioil with the foam of tu~nbl i~lg  water. Song 
of male: sharp, creaky and metallic, of about five seconds' duraticvn, 
exactly like a cricket's chirping, and similarly rising in pitch.' 
Succeeded quickly by another burst. No movement of tail while 
singing. 

- ~ N C  : Between c. 2000 ft. ( Martam ! ) and 12.000-13,O-most- 
ly under 7000 ft. Sema-March/April to June/July. Nest-a compact 
cup of moss, roots and leaves, lined with fibres, wool and hair. 

' My description of it as like the song of the Whitethroated Fantail Fly- 
catcher, Rhipidurn ~lbicollis (Indian Hill Birds: 61) is incorrect. 



Placed in hollows in earth banks or under exposed roots of trees 
alongside streams. Eggs-4 or 5, i s l e  greenish, speckled and 
blotched with reddish brown. Size a out 18x 14 mm. Both sexes 
share in nest building and feeding young. Apparently female alone 
il~cubates. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, I\IEASUREAIENTS, ~ 1 . c :  A specimen collected by 
the Sikkim Sur\~ey ( d )  measures Wing 72 ( P ) :  bill 13; tarsus 3:3; tail 51 mm. 

Seven d d in Schiiier's Silki~rr collection give Wing 77-80 lnm.; 2 9 9 72, 
73 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill, legs, feet and claws blackish brown. 

THE MAGPIE ROBIN 

Copsychus saularis sa.ula-1.i~ (Linnaeus) 
Gracula st~~rbzris Linnaeus, 1755. Syst. Nnt., 10th ecl. 1 : 109 -Asia ( = B e n g ~ l ) .  

F.B.I. 2 :  113 
LOCAL NAME : Zannid-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Blllbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A familiar, trim black-and-white bird with 

cocked tail and drooping wings. 
Mde: Head, neck, back, throat and breast black. Rest of under- 

parts white. Tail black, with white outer feathers. Wings black with 
a conspicuous long white shoulder-patch. 

Female slaty grey where male black; white portions sullied. 
STATUS AND H ~ I T A T :  Not common, but frequent at low eleva- 

tions; in summer up to c. 5500 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam and 
elsewhere in the Teesta and Great Rangeet valleys; Gangtok). Affects 
lightly wooded open countly around villages and cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The greater part of India and 
both Pakistans. The species ranges widely in SE. Asia to the 
Philippines. 

GENERAL HABITS : Shy and silent in winter, skulking in shrubbery, 
only uttering a plaintive wee-ee t  and harsh chwr-r. Conspicuous 
during breeding season when male sings lustily from exposed perches. 
Song cheerful and spirited, of thrush pattern but thin and less rich, 
consisting of refrains repeated to the point of monotony, frequently 
interlarded with calls of other birds. Keeps to branches of trees, 
but hops about and feeds on ground, mainly on insects. Also fond 
of nectar of Erythrina and Sulinalin flowers. Flight undulating, with 
tail flicked open at every dip. In the dusk, against the dark 
background of forest, this flickering of the white rectrices is veiy 
arresting. 

NESTING : Season-April to June. Nest-a pad of grass, rootlets, 
hair, etc. in a hole in tree-trunk or bough, 5 to 20 ft, up. Eggs--3 
to 5, pale blue-green, blotched and mottled with reddish brown. 
Size about 22x17 mm. The female does most of the incubating, 
but the male shares equally in all other domestic chores. 
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RAI:IAI. CHARAC~ERISTICS, MEASUHEMPNTS, ETC: A specimen f 9 ?) collected 
Ily the Survey nleasul,cs: \Iring 93; ]>ill 21; tarsus %; tail mm. 'fl~ree ,: 
in the Schifer Sikki~n collection have Wing 99, 99, 100 mm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws horny black. 

THE SHAMA, Copsychus malal~aricus i td ims (Baker), doubtless 
occurs in the lower foothills as it does in Nepal and Bhutan, but has 
not been s ifically recorded. It  is an unmistakable cousin of the 
Magpie Ro 'r in, more confined to a forest biotope. Tail black-and- 
white, graduated and longer; underparts chestnut instead of white. A 
large white rump-patch, which, together with the white outer rectrices, 
is conspicuous in flight and diagnostic. 

THE TIBETAN BLACKBIRD 

Turdus tnerula maaitnus (Seebohm) 
hferula maxim Seebohm, 1881, Cat. Birds Brit. Mu. 5: 405-Sashmere. 

Restricted to Gulmarg. 

F.B.I. 2: 123 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Between Myna and Pigeon. 
FIELD C ~ R A C T E R S :  Adult Male: Deep glossy black, with yeUow 

bill. Plumage with a slight brown tinge when worn. 
Female dark brown, tinged with slaty above. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: A high altitude thrush, found by 

h4einertzhagen only in Lertoa and Granclda biotope above tree-level- 
open scrub and grass covered hills-to the east of Yumthang, between 
14,000 and 15,500 ft, in winter. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSLDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas from W. Pakistan to 
Bhutan, north and south of the inail1 range; SE. Tibet. 

GENERAL HABITS: Excessively shy and wary. Feeds on juniper 
berries, hips d wild rose, and also on the ground on insects, small 
lizards, etc. Has a powerful flight. Collects in large flocks in winter. 
Call, uttered from time to time, harsh and un leasant. Song also 

t)-pica1 of the thrushes. 
r poor, lacking in quality and variety, with none o the rich fluty notes 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Elsewhere breeds in May and 
June. Nest-a massive stlucture of herbage and grass mixed with a 
little earth, and thickly lined with fine grass. Placed on a ledge of 
rock, sometimes quite unconcealed. E g g s 4  or 4, pale greenish, 
boldly blotched with red-brown. Size about 33 x 23 mm. 

XIEASURLX~ENTS, ETC: d Q \Vii~g 150-157 (160 a c c o r d i ~ ~ ~  to Hartert); bill\ 

24.5-29.5; tarsus 38; tail 107-120 mm. 
Iris brown; bill orange-yellow (d) ,  dull greenish yellow ( G ) ;  legs and feet 

black or dark brown. 
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THE WHITECOLLARED BLACKBIRD 

Tu~clus albocinctus Royle 
Turdtrs olbocinctr~s Hoyle (=albicollis Noyle), 1831, 111. Bot. Himalayas, 

pl. lxxvii-Himalayas. 

F.B.I. 2 :  129 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Between Myna and Pigeon. 
FIELD CKARACTERS: Male: Entire plumage blackish brown with a 

broad pure white collar. Chin and throat white streaked with brown; 
under tail-coverts blackish brown streaked with white. 

Whitecollared Blackbird 
About one-tliird 

Female: Collar as in male, but ashy white. Rest of plumage 
above, nifous-brown; below, paler, the feathers pale-fringed, producing 
a scaly effect. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common, but frequent between c.  5500 
and 10,000 ft. in winter (Gangtok, Chungthang, Lachen, Lachung, 
Karponang). Recorded up  to 13,500 ft. in summer by Blanford 
(Chola Range) and F. N. Betts (Yumthang, Thangu). Affects open 
oak, rhotlodendron and conifer forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from Kangra to 
Garhwal, and through Nepal and Bhutan to the Dafla Hills. 
Chumbi Valley (S. Tibet). In winter, straggles into Assam, Manipur, 
N. Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS: Pairs in summer; parties or often large flocks in 
winter, sometimes associated with other thrushes as T. r. atrogularis 
and T. bmlboul. Has the typical harsh chucklin chuck-chuck alarm 
note in winter; a fine, rich, mellow song in t f e breeding season. 
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Feeds in trees as well as on the ground, dibb in the turf or 
rummaging among fallen leaves. F m d :  berries ' an insects. 

NESTING : Season-May-June. Nest-a massive cup of moss, grass, 
rwts and leaves, lined with dried grass. Placed on a moss-covered 
branch, 5 to 12 ft. from the ground. Eggs-3, greyish green, heavily 
blotched with chestnut or reddish brown, with secondary blotches 
of pinkish lavender. Size about 31 x22 mm. 

RACIAL CHAMCTEHISI'ICS, MEASUHEXIE~TS, ETC: 'The Fauna gives the 
measurements as : 

Wing Bill Tarslls Tail 
d d 142-151 23 . 35 101-109 mm. 
9 9 131-143 22 35 100-104 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim specime~ls give Wing 1 d 145; 4 F. 0 133, 138, 138, 
140 mm. 

Iris brown; bill yellow, dusky at tip; legs and feet dark ochracmus yellow. 

THE GREYWINGED BLACKBIRD 

Turdus bodbod  (Latham) 
Lanitrs boulboul Latham, 1790, Index Om. 1 : 80-India = Darjeeling. 

F.B.I. 2 :  130 
LOCAL NAMES : Phoyiong-pho (Lepcha); Chemam or Chomam 

(Bhutia). 
SIZE: Between Myna and Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Adult Mde: Aboce, black, with a prominent 

silver-grey patch on wing. Below, brownish black paling towards 
abdomen and vent. 

Female: Brownish ashy with olivaceous tinge. Grey wing-patch 
of male replaced by rufous. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Frequent, but not common, from the lowest 
elevations up to c. 6000 ft. in winter; c. 9000 ft. in summer (Gangtok, 
Temi, Kewzing, Pemionche, Chacung, Chungthang, Karponang). 
Affects forest of oak, rhododendron, deodar, etc., and is partial to 
neighbourhood of streams. 

D I s m s u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKI~I  : The outer Himalayas in Kashmir, 
and from Murree eastward throu h Nepal and Bhutan probably to f the Miri and Abor hills (bree ing). Assam hills south of the 
Urahma~utra; Manipur, Burma, S. Yunnan to N. Tonkin (winter 
only ? ): 

- 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical of the thrushes. Perhaps one of the 
finest songsters among Indian birds. Song rich and fluty, of great 
variety and mellowness. Delivered during the breeding season at 
all hours of the day, principally in the mornings and late afternoons 
till well into dusk. At this season very pu nacious and intolerant 
towards others of its kind. Food: fruits an f berries, insects, earth- 
worms, etc. 

NESTING: Season-May-June. Nest-a bulky cup of grass-roots 



and leaves, covered outside wit11 moss; lined wit,h finer roots and 
grass, sometimes mixed with a little mud. Placed in a crutch or 
horizontal fork of branches, 10-20 ft. up. Gammie found the stumps 
of pollarded Ficus trees a favourite site in Sikkim. E g g s 4  or 4, 
similar to t h e  of the Whitecollared species, pale grey-green, blotched 
all over with pale red-brown and with lavender-pink secondary 
blotches. Size about 2 9 x 2 1  mm. 

nACIAL C H A ~ A C  TERISTICS, MEASUHEAIENTS, ETC : The Survey specimens 
measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
l d  145 25 35 109 mln. 
1 9 138 26 36 108 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim birds give Wing 12 cr d 139-146; 4 9 9 133-140 mm. 
Iris brown; fine rim round eye yellow; I~ill reddish orange id), brownish 

orange ( 9 )  legs and feet horny brown with yellowisl: or orange tinge; claws 
horny brown. 

THE GHEYHEADED THRUSH 

Turclus rubrocanus rubrocanus Hodgson 
Turdus rubroccrtlus 'Hodgson' in Gray, 1846, Cat. Manims. Birds Nepal: 

81-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2 :  132 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE: Between Myna and Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Head, neck and throat dark grey; rest 

of plumage above and below chestnut, paler on abdomen. Tail 
black. 

Female: Similar to male, but paler. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Winter visitor? The only specimen 

the Sikkim Survey came across was one collected by D r  B. Biswas 
of the Zoological Sulvey of India, at Kewzing, c. 5500 ft., on 7 January 
1953. Stevens obtained a female on 3 May 1912 at Kalo Pokhari, 
Singalila Ridge (10,000 ft.-Darjeeling Dist.) on the western boundary 
of Sikkim. In  Nidification (vol. ii, 119) Baker says this was 'in 
breeding condition', but Stevens himself is much less assertive in his 
original note (]OUT. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 30: 358). Meinertzhagen 
and Schafer did not come across the species in Sikkim, nor Ludlow in 
Bhutan. 

D I s T m s u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Breeding mainly in the NW. 
Frontier Province (perhaps also Afghanistan), Kashmir, Garhwal, 
W. Nepal (?) between 5000 and 10,000 ft.-in a higher zone than 
Turdus boulboul. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to other thrushes with which it consorts 
in flocks in winter to feed on various berries. Has a delightful song 
in the breeding season, delivered from the tip of a tall fir or similar 
tree. 



NESTING: NO record for Sikkim. Nest similar to that of the Grey- 
winged Blackbird. 

LIE.LSURELIENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives tor d S. Wing 130-142; hill 21; 
tarsus 33; tail 95-98 mm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and eyelids wax ycllow to dusky yellow. 

PRZEVALSKI'S THRUSH 

Turdus kessleri Przevalski 
Turdus kessleri Przevalski, 1876, Xlonyo!. i Str. Tangut: 62-Kansu. 

F.B.I. 2: 134 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Between Myna and Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Whole head, neck and extreme upper 

breast black. Mantle and breast dull rufous white or cream chang- 
ing to dull dark rufous or chestnut on lower back, rump, upper 
tail-coverts, flanks and abdomen. Wings and tail black. 

Female: Head, neck, wings and tail dark brown. Rest of 
plumage ashy grey, more mfescent below and darker and browner 
on upper tail-coverts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A winter straggler within our limits. 
Mandelli's skin, recorded as from near Darjeeling (c .  9000 ft.- 
November 18'76) was actually obtained in Tibet close to the Sikkim 
border. Meinertzhagen saw a party of four near Changu (12,100 ft.) 
on 21 December 1925, of which a male was secured. This, 
therefore, is the first and only record of its occurrence in India. 

GENERAL HABITS: Song: short, like that of Turdw v i s c i v m  
abbreviated. Flight: characteristic, low over the ground, 10 to 15 
strong beats alternating with glides. 

NESTING: Breeds in Kansu and E. Kuku Nor at 12,000 to 14,000 
ft. in rhododendron and juniper forest. 

THE REDTHROATED THRUSH 

T u ~ d w  ruficollis ruficollis Pallas 
Turdus rctficollis P.\llas, 1776, Reise Hr~ss. Re.chs 3 : 691-Dauria. 

F.B.I. 2 :  136 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Myna+. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Adult Male: Aboce, supercilium chestnut; rest 

of upper pliimage pale ashy brown. Tail rufous, tipped with dark 
brown. Below, cheeks, chin, throat and breast chestnut. A few 
black specks down each side of d ~ i n  and throat. Rest of under- 
parts white; sides of breast and flanks mottled with dark ashy. 



Under tail-coverts ashy and chestnut; in winter the chestnut 
feathers fringed wit,h whitish. 

Fende:  Chestnut of breast etc. paler, more mottled with white, 
less heavily spotted with black. 

STATUS ANI) HABITAT, ETC. : See under next species. 

THE BLACKTHROATED THRUSH 

Turdus mcficollis atro'gularis Jarocki 
Tzwdus rrt~.ogularii Jurocki, 1819, Spis Ptak6w Kr61. Warszawa: 14-Poland. 

F.B.I. 2:  137 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Myna+. 
FIEU) CHARACTFAIS : Male: Aboue, grey-brown, the crown with 

blackish centres; lores black. Wings and tail dark brown. Below, 
cheeks, chin, throat, sides of neck and upper breast black with narrow 
white margins. Rest of underparts white, the sides suffused with ashy. 

Female: Sides of head and neck greyish brown like upper plumage. 
Below, chin and throat whitish, streaked with dark brown. Upper 
breast ashy grey, tinged with rufous and spotted with black. Rest 
01 underparts white, suffused with grey. 

Both these tllrushes are superficially very similar. The rufous 
tail and more pronounced chestnut throat and breast will usually 
distinguish rulficollis. Intelmediates have been recorded. 

S T A ~ S  m HABITAT: Winter visitors. Not uncommon between 
November and April at elevations between about 4000 and 14,000 ft. 
(Chungthang, Kewzing, Lachen, Karponmg, Manshitang, Penlom 
La, Phalut). On open ground, rrassy slopes, stubbles and pastures 
in the vicinity of habitations a n t  cultivation. Partial to damp spots 
and water meadows. Meinel-tzhagen found huge flocks of atrogularis 
feecling on berries in SW. Sikkim in January between 3000 and 4500 ft. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE s-M : rufico&lis: Summer, breeds in 
central and SE. Altai, Sayan Mountains and NW. Mongolia. 
Winter, Afghanistan; the Himalayas, rare in the west, commoner 
iil the east; Assam hills; Manipur, Buima, Szechwan, Kansu, 
Chwanben, N. Yunnan, S. Tibet. 

atrogularis: Summer, breeds in N. Urals to Yenesei, south to 
Kusnetz and Altai; Tarbagatai. Winter, from Iran and Afghanistan, 
through Kashmir, along the Himalayas to the extreme NE. Frontier; 
Assam hills N. and S. of the Brahmaputra; Manipur, Burma, E. 
Pakistan, etc. N. Yunnan, Kansu, S. Tibet. 

GENERAL HABITS: Highly gregarious in winter, often in mixed 
scattered flocks, but also in small parties. Shy and silent. Call 
note similar to that of the European Blackbird, a thin tick, tick. Song 
not heard in winter quarters. Food: earthworms, energetically dug 
out of the soft ground; also beetles and larvae, berries and flower 
nectar, e.g. of the silk cotton tree. 

N E S ~ G :  Records of atrogula.ris breeding within Indian limits, 
including Sikkim, quite unreliable and not confirmed. 



1. Nepal Goldenheaded Babbler (Stachj'ris c. c l ry~sara)  2.  Firetailed Rlyzornis (JIy:ovtiis p w r h n ~ t r a ) .  Male , 
3.  Chestnut-throated Shrike-Babbler (Pterzfthizrs rir. ~ ~ i r l a n o t i s )  4. Stripedthroated Yuhina (1-uhina g.  
gsilauis) 5 .  Goldenbreasted Babbler ( J l c i p p e  c .  chvysotis) 6. Sikkim Blackthroated Babbler (Stachj~ris  71. 1 
vzigvicrps) 7. Assam Redfronted Babbler ISlachj~uis v. arltbigtia) 8. Nepal \I'hite-eyed Quaker Babbler 
(Alc ippe  91. nipalensis) 9. Yellownaped Ixulus (1-zihitra .f. .flar*icollis) 10. n'hitebrowed, or Hume's, J 

Staphida (I7uhi9tn c. vtlfigenis) 1 1 .  Chestnut-]leaded Babbler (Alc ippe  c.  castaneceps) 12. Sikkim 3. 
- .  

mwn4.. . . 2 
1 [c. x $1 
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MEASVREMENTS, ETC: Specimens collected by tho Sikkim Survey measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

ruficollis 1 d 143 23 34 100 mm. 
atrogularis 1 9 136 22.5 34 93 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim skins give Wing: 
ruficollis 4 d d 131, 140, 140, 141; 2 9 '+) 138, 138 mln. 
otrogularis 2 d d 136, 140; 3 9 9 130-138 mm. (Stresernaml). 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, yellow at base of lower mandible; legs and 
feet brownish flesh colour; claws horny brown. 

TI= ORANGEHEADED GHOUND THRUSH 

Zoothera citrina citrinu (Latham) 
Turdus citrinus Latham, 1790, Index Om. 1: 350-India, Cachar. 

F.B.I. 2: 148 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD C H A F L ~ ~ ~ E R S :  Mde: Head, neck and underparts bright 

orange-cheshlut. Back dark blue-grey. Wings and tad brown, edged 
with blue-grey. A prominent white patch on wings. Vent and under 
tail-coverts white. 

Female: Like male but with upper plumage olive-brown instead 
of blue-grey. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident between c. 3000 and 6000 ft. 
altitude Pakyong, Temi, Chungthang, Gangtok). Mects undergrowth 
and shru b bery in open forest and ravines. 

DISTR~BUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Throughout the lower Himalayas 
from Murree eastward to Assam, Bengal, Buima, Thailand. The 
white-cheeked race cyanotus inhabits southern peninsular India. 
The species extends to Malaysia 

GENERAL HABITS: Usually seen sing1 . Hops on ground under r bushes, quietly rummaging amongst dry eaves and mulch for insects. 
Also eats berries and ripe fruit. Flies u into trees when disturbed, R smn descending again to resume its searc . Only utters an occasional 
high-pitched kree-ee in winter. Has a loud, rich, typically thrush 
song in the breeding season, delivered from a branch with tail held 
low and wings drooping at the sides. Heard cluefly in the mornings 
and at dusk. 

NESTING: Season-May-June. Nest-a shallow cup of moss, roots, 
leaves, etc., lined with finer roots and grass; sometimes with a little 
mud incorporated. Placed in a small bushy tree, 4 to 15 ft. up. 
Eggs-normally 4, pale bluish or creamy ivllite blotched and freckled 
with pale reddish, sometimes more at the broad end. Size about 
26 x20 mm. Both sexes share in all the domestic chores. 

MCLAL CHARACTERISTICS, I \ I E A S U R E ~ ~ E ~ S ,  ETC : The Fauna gives Wing d 
109-121; Q 100-106; bill 19-20; tarsus 33; tail 67-69 mm. 

Two adults (sex ?) collected by Schafer in Sikkim have Wing 114, 120 mm. 
18 
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Iris hazel to deep brown; bill dark horny brown; legs and feet creamy 
yellow to flesh pink. 

THE SMALLBILLED MOUNTAIN THRUSH 

Zoothem daun~a dauma (Latharn) 
I'urdus dauma Latham, 1790, Ilitlex Orn. 1 : 36LI11dia .  

Plate 23, fig. 6 (facing p. 288) 

F.B.I. 2: 158 
L O W  NAME: 
SIZE: Myna+. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A pale golden brown, rather short-tailed 

thrush, with small black crescent-shaped markings on the back. Under- 
parts fulvous white, barred with crescentic black spots. A pale wing- 
bar conspicuous in flight. Sexes alike. 

Coloration very obliterative on ground amongst dry leaves. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident at moderate elevations-up to 

c. 9000 ft., with some downward movements in winter (Singtam, 
Temi, Dikchu, Toong, Penlom La, Chungthang, G'mgtok). Mects 
dense jungle with undergrowth of seedlings, bracken, etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S M U M  : Throughout die outer Himalayas 
from the Afghan frontier to Assam, at  moderate elevations; Burma, 
Malaya, Thailand. A race in the Nilgiris and another in Ceylon. 
The species extends through Indochina to Japan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Solitary, shy, and largely terrestrial. Hops and 
walks about on the ground, flicking aside the dry leaves in quest of 
insects and windfallen berries etc. Wags hind part of body vidently 
and 9icks open tail with a sudden opening and shuttin f"-Y in order to stampede lurking insects. W e n  disturbed, ies silent y 
up  into a tree and sits motionless, soon descending to resume its 
hunt. Fli ht swift and direct, reminiscent of the hawk-cuckoo, with 
an upwars sweep before settling in a tree. The male has a h e  
loud song in the breeding season of several clear musical phrases, 
some reiterated rather as in the British Song Thrush. 

NESTING: Not specifically recorded for Sikkim. Semm-elsewhere 
in the Himalayas April to June. Nest-a substantially built cup d 
moss, twigs, roots and fern stalks lined with fine roots. Placed 
in the fork of a tree 6 to 20 ft. up. Egg& or 4, variable, commonly 
pale yellowish- or greenish grey to dull clay brown, finely freckled 
and feebly blotched with pale reddish. Size about 31 x 2 3  mm. 

- 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUHDMENTS, ETC : Readily distinguished from 
the rather simi1:lr Zoothera ntollissima ant1 Z, dixoni by the bolt1 crescentic 
black bars on its back, which in them is plain coloured. Tlie Sikkim Survey 
specimens measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
2 d d 147-149 29-29.5 34-36.5 91-101 mm. 
2 3 0 142-148 26-26.5 34-35 97-100 mm. 



Two exa~nples collected by Schdler (sex P) have very small W~ny-131, 
140 Inm. l 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, paler (yellowish horn) at  I~ase ol lower 
~nandible; legs and feet brownish Hesh colour; claws horny brown. 

THE PLAINBACKED MOUNTAIN THRUSH 

Zoothera molli.~sinuz ~nollis~inza (Blyth) 
I'urdus rrwllissimus Blyth, 1842, lour. Asiat. Soc. Bengol 11: 188. No 

locality = Darjeeling. 

F.B.I. 2: 162 
LOCAL NAMES : Phanlliok-kiok-pho (Lepcha); Telia kanrirn (Bhutia). 
SIZE: Between Myna and Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARA-S: Abooe, rich rufescent olive-brown. A ring of 

i'ulvous feathers round eye. Wings dark brown, edged with olive 
brown. Two pale wing-bars conspicuous in flight. Tail olive-brown 
and dark brown, tipped with white on all except four middle feathers. 
Below, ochraceous white (changing to pure white on abdomen) with 
black crescentic spots. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Presumably resident, with apparently a 
higher summer cehng than 2. darrma-up to c. 12,000 ft., Chau u 
(Schafer). Fairly common in winter between c. 4000 and 9000 4 t. 
(Temi, Kewzing, Chungthang, Zemu, Manshitang, Lachen, Gangtok). 
Affects less-forested biotope tllan 2. dmma.  Often met with in' open 
bush country about fallow cultivation on hillsides and stream valleys, 
tlnd along mule paths etc. 

DISTFUBUTION OUTSIDE SIILIUM: Nepal, Bhutan to east Assam; 
Burma, Thailand, Yunnan. The Himalayas west of Nepal are in- 
habited by two other races. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to 2. &mmu but less solitary. 
Commonly seen in small scattered parties. Feeds quietly on the 
ground in shady p t s ,  flying up almost perpendicularly into over- 
hanging branches when disturbed, and there sitting absolutely 
motionless. Its colour pattern obliterates it in a remarkable way 
amongst the filigree of the foliage. 

NESTING : Very little specific data for Sikkim. Osmaston found a 
nest above Darjeeling (this or dkoni ? ) at c. 11,000 ft. altitude on 
10th June. Built of moss and dried grass in a cleft of rock c. 5 ft. 
from the ground, in dense forest. It contained 2 eggs, white, densely 
covered with specks, spots and blotches of blood red and reddish 
brown, and clouds of pale purple. Size about 32 x21 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEFUSTICS, hlEASUnEXIE.WS, ETC:  Ill spite 01 the fact tllat 
Stuart Baker does not recognize the longer-tailed dixot~i ;LS d~lferent front 
mollissin~o, there seems no doubt that these two are distinct specie .  They 
occur side by side at  the appropriate elevations in Sikkim and Bhutan, also 
during the breeding season. Though usually impossible to tell apart in the 
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field, the Tail/Wing index' is diagnostic in the hand, being on the average c. 70 
in the case of rnollissima and c. 90 in dixoni. This characteristic is clearly 
shown by the Survey specimens as well as by the good series of both species 
collected by SchSer in Sikkim and analysecl by Prof. E. Stresemann. 

Specimens of mollissimu collected by the Survey measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

3 d d  141-146 25.5-26 37.5-39.5 98-99 mm. 
2 9 9 139-144 24.5-26 36-36.5 91-96 mm. 

Iris brown; bill brownish black, dusky yellow at  base of lower mandible; 
legs and feet brownish flesh colour; claws horny brown. 

THE LONGTAILED MOUNTAIN THRUSH 

Zoothera din-otzi (Seebohm) 
Caocichla dixoni Seebohm, 1881, Cat. Birds Brit. Mus. 5: 161- 

Himalayas (Nepal). 

F.B.I. 2: 161 (included with mollisslnm) 
LOCAL NAMES : Same as for mollissimnu. 
SIZE: Between Myna and Pigeon. 
FIELD CHARA-: Diacult to distinguish from mrwllissinuz in the 

field except for its relatively longer tail. With binoculars, large and 
distinct fulvous tips to greater and medium wing-coverts diagnostic, 
especially when side-by-side comparison with moltissima possible. 

STATUS AMI HABITAT: Obtained by the Sikkim Survey as well as by 
Schiifer between 5000 and 9000 f t  elevation, November to Apnl 
(Terni, Gangtok, Chungthang, Lachen). Also a juvenile by Schafer 
at Lachen in September indicating breeding in that area. Both 
species in the same biotope, sometimes feedmg together. 

DIsTRIsunoN OUTSIDE SLKKLM : Near Mussooree Blanfmd); Nepal 

imperfectly known. 
'I Bhutan, Naga Hills, Manipur, N. Burma, Thai and (3). Range 

GENERAL HABITS : Same as of the Plainbacked species. 
NESTING: No precise data. - 

RACIAL C H m C T E R l s n c s ,  M E A S U ~ M E N T S ,  ETC: The longer tail of this 
species as against mollissimu (Tail/Wing index' c. 80) is a constant and reliable 
diagnostic feature. Two $ d collected by the Survey measure: Wing 140, 140; 
bill 24, 26; tarsus. 38, 39; tail 107, 115 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim skins give : 
Wing Tail 

1 6  139 112 mm. 
5 9 9 134-144 108-116 mm. (Stresemann) 

Colours of soft parts as in mollissima. 

Tail x 100 -- 
Wing 
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THE LARGE BROWN THRUSH 

Zoothem montkda monticda Vigors 
Zoothera monticola Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 172-Himalayas. 

F.B.I. 2: 166 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Pigeon - . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ ~ E R S :  A b m ,  dark slaty brown including wings and 

tail. Sides of head streaked and spotted with fulvous. Below, chin 
and middle of throat white. Sides of throat and breast fulvous olive- 
brown, narrowly barred with blackish. Lower breast and abdomen 
white, heavily spotted with blackish. Bill long, stout, strongly culved 
near tip. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Generally distributed though not common, 
with a wide altitudinal range at all seasons. Stwens records one 
in the Teesta Valley at 2500 ft. in October. Meinertzhagen and 
Schafer found it at Singhik, c. 4000 ft., in October and December; 
the former also at Rinchinpong, c. 5600 ft., in January. Blanford 
obtained it in the Lachung Valley at c. 10,000 ft. in September, 
and Dr Biswas took one at c. 11,000 ft. (Phalut) on 29 December. 
Affects dense damp forest. 

Drs-rRIRunoN OUTSIDE S M K ~ M  : Throughout the Himalayas east of 
Kulu Valley; Assam; Manipur; N. Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS: Largely crepuscular. Lives in damp spots in 
densely shaded forest, preferably near small mountain streams. The 
bird's coloration obliterates it completely in its natural habitat, and 
only movement gives it away. Hops about on the ground, digging 
into the damp soil with its powerful bill for insects, snails, etc.; also 
cats berries. The feet and bills of specimens are usually covered 
with wet mud. Flies up  into branches when disturbed. Mostly 
silent, but said to have a beautiful mellow whistle. 

AXSTING : Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. Season-elsewhere 
May to July. Nest-a large untidy cup of fresh damp moss on the 
outside, lined with roots, lichens and rhizomorphs. Placed 10 to 20 ft. 
up in a small tree or on a boulder in forest. E g g s 4  or 4, variable, 
pale grey-green or sea-green to dull pale olive-green, with specks, 
freckles and blotches of reddish- or purplish brown. Size about 
30X 22 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTTCS, M E A S U R M ~ T S ,  ETC: The Fauna gives for d 0 
Wing 134-145; bill 34-38; tarsus c. 36; tail 83-89 mrn. 

A specimen (6) collected by Sch#fer has Wing 138 mrn. 
Iris dark brown; bill dark brown to almost black; legs and feet light horny 

brown. 
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THE LESSER BROWN THRUSH 

Zoothera matginata ntarginata Blyth 
Zoothera marginota Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 141-Arracan. 

Lesser Brown Thrush, about one-third 

F.B.I. 2: 168 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Myna+. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Above, rufous olive-brown with faint scaly 

pattern on back and cross-raying on tail. Primaries and their coverts 
edged pale rufous. Below, chin and middle of throat white, 
irre ularly barred with dark brown. Sides of throat, breast and 
R an f s dark olive-brown; paler on abdomen with scale-like olive- 
brown markings. Bill long, stout and strongly curved near tip. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A bird of lower elevations than the last; 
normally met with under 6000 ft. Meinertzhagen obtained it at 
2600 and 5900 ft. in Darjeeling Dist. in December, and a t  4700 ft. 
at Chacung (W. Sikkim) in January. Mects  the vicinity of mountain 
streams, and damp spots in shady forest recesses. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Bhutan and eastward to Assam; 
hlanipur; Burma. The species extends to Thailand and Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Shy, silent, and largely crepuscular and terrestrial 
-very similar to those of its larger relative. Voice and call (or song) 
unrecorded. 

NESTING : Season-May to July. Nest-not different from that of 
2. monticola. E g g s 4  or 4, variable, small replicas of those of the 
last species. Size about 27x20 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The smaller size and 
rufous olive-brown upper plumage renclily distinguish it from Z. nlonticoln 
which is dark slaty brown above. The Fauna gives for S Q Wing 121-129: 
bill 28-29; tarsus 29-30; tail 75-79 mm. 

Iris hazel; bill dark brown to blackish; legs and feet plumbeotrs \\lit11 olive 
tinge. 



THE CHESTNUTBELLIED ROCK THRUSH 

Alonticda rcrfiuentris (Jardine & Selby) 
Petrodnclo rufoentris Jardine & Selhy, 1833, Lllustr. Om. 3, pl. 

129-Iiimalayas. 

Plate 23, fig. 5 (facing p. 288) 

F.B.I. 2: 170 
LOCAL NAME : Ningri-pho ( L q x h ) .  
SIZE: Myna. 
~ E L D  C H A R A ~ S  : Male: Above, including tail, brilliant cobalt 

blue. Wing quills blackish, edged with cobalt blue. Lores, sides 
of head and neck black. Belmu, chin and throat black. Rest dark 
chestnut-maroon. 

F e d e :  Above, olive-brown with dark crescentic bars, more de- 
fined on rump. A fulvous ring round eye. Ear-coverts blackish. 
Belmu, chin, throat, and faint mmtachial streaks buff. Rest buff, 
barred with black. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident between c. 5000 and 10,000 ft. 
altitude; in winter down o. 2000 ft. (Martam, Dentam, Rinchinpong, 
Gangtok, Lachm, Manshitang, Penlom La). Affects forest on hill- 
sides. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SKKIM : The Himalayas from Chamba in the 
west to eastern Assam; Manipur, Burma, Thailand, Cochinchina, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS : Reminiscent of the redstarts. Solitary, arboreal 
and usually wild. Perches on tops of tall trees or dead trunks near 
openings in forest or along mule paths, constantly jerking up its tail 
to the cocked position. Descends to ground from time to time to 
pick up a snail or grasshopper or small lizard. Sometimes springs u p  
into the air like a flycatcher to capture a winged insect. Has a pleasant 
warbling song in the breeding season. On alarm a short, low tick 
is uttered at intervals, and a harsh jay-like note when angry. 

NESTING : Season-May - June. Nest-an untidy cup of moss, 
grasses, etc., lined with soft material like roots and fibres. Placed in 
a crevice of rock or hollow in earth bank, in forest. Egg& to 6, 
pale yellowish cream to deep buff. finelv freckled with reddish. Size 
about 27 x U) mm. Both sexes build and feed the young. Apparently 
the female does most of the incubating. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, LIE~SUREMEATS. ETC: NO white patch in wing. 
d upper tail-coverts and tail bIur: lo\ver plumage chesh~r~t. with black chin 
and throat. 9 upper plumage olive-lxown; back and rump barred. 

A specimen (8) collected bv the Survey Incasureq: Wing 124: bill 24: 
tarsus 37.5; tail 96 mm. Schafer's Sikkim series gives: \\ring 3 adult 8 8 
125, 128, 128; 3 ad. Q 9 116, 118, 122 mm. (Sbeemann). 

~r i s  brown; bill, legs, feet and claws Slackiqh bron.17; angle of gape cream 
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THE BLUEHEADED ROCK THRUSH 

Monticola cinclorhynchus (Vigors) 
Petrocincla cinclorhtlnchn Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 

172--Himalayas. 

F.B.I. 2: 171 
LOCAL NAME : Krishen-patti (Nepali). 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FELD CHARACTERS: Male: Abme, head, nape and lesser wing- 

coverts cobalt blue; back and scapulars black; tail black, edged with 
blue. Wings black, with a broad white patch conspicuous at rest and 
in flight. Below, chin and throat cobalt blue; rest chestnut. 

Female: Above, olive-brown, barred with dull black on upper 
tail-coverts. Below, white, barred with blackish from breast down; 
scalloped an under tail-coverts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not met with by the Surve between 
November and April. According to Stevens 'entirely a g sent from 
the hills' in winter, but with a similar breeding range to the 
Chestnutbellied Rock Thrush in the outer ranges, namely 
c. 5000-10,000 ft. altitude. Schafer collected three specimens, including 
a juvenile, at Gangtok in mid-June. Usually keeps to a lighter, more 
open type of forest than rufiuentn's. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SWUM : Summer, throughout the Himalayas 
from the Afghan boundary to eastern Assarn and N. Burma. Winter, 
practically all India and E. Pakistan; Bunna. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to those of rufiuentris. In the 
breeding season delivers a loud, clear but monotonous song from 
tops of trees and also during its pretty volplaning display flight. 
Sometimes descends to ground to pick up an insect and returns to 
the perch like a bushchat, but finds most of its insect food on the 
trunks and branches of trees. 

NESTING: Season-May-June. Nest-an untidy shallow pad or 
cup of moss, grass and roots. Placed in a hollow in a steep bank 
or hillside, or amongst the exposed roots of a tree clinging to a 
cliR. Eggs--3 to 5, like those of ntfiuenth, creamy white to deep 
bufl, densely covered with tiny reddish freckles, sometimes thickly 
at the broad end. Size about 24x 18 mm. Both sexes share in all 
the domestic chores. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Male readily distinguished 
from all other rock thrushes by its blue chin and throat, and large white wing- 
patches; female by the plain olive-brown back with barring confined to rump. 
The Fauna gives the measurements as: 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
d d 100-104 18-19 24-25 65-68 m111. 
9 Q 93-105 - - 65-69 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim skins have Wing: 1 adult d 103; 1 ad. 9 103 mm. 
Iris brown; bill black, legs and feet greyish brown. 
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THE BLUE ROCK THRUSH 

Monticolu. solitarius pandoo (Sykes) 
Petrociticla pnruloo Sykes, 1832, Proc. 2001. Soc. London: 8 7 4 h a u t s .  

Dukhun. 

F.B.I. 2: 174 
LOCAL NAME : Ningri-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulblll. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Abme and below, bright leaden- or 

indigo blue. 
Femrzle: Aboue, greyish brown with a pale wing-bar. Below, 

whitish, cross-barred with dark brown. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Met with by the Survey only at Rangpo 

(c. 1080 ft.) in December. According to Stevens, has been obtained 
in winter in the Teesta Valley at elevations between 1100 and 3.500 ft. 
I can bate no record of its occurrence or status in summer in 
E. Nepal, Sikkim or Bhutan except for the one bird seen at c. 
4500 ft. in the Darjeeling Dist. on 9.vi.1944 (Lister, lour. Bombay 
Nat. Hist. Soc. 52: 41). Avoids forest. Affects dry shingly river 
beds with large boulders, rock cliffs, stone quames, etc. 

DISTFUBUTION OUTSIDE S-: Summer, breeding in the W. 
Himalayas between c. 6000 and 9000 ft. or higher, from Kashmir to 
Garhwal. According to Baker (F.R.I. and Nidification ii: 152) also 
'East to Tibet. Sikkim, and hills of N. Assam'. Winter, practically 
all India, both Pakistans, Ceylon, Burma. The species is widely 
distributed in S. Europe and Asia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Solitary and locally sedentary. Keeps to 
favoured spots in its winter quarters day after dav throughout the 
season. Perches bolt upright on a rock or ledee, bows jerkily and 
flirts its tail like a redstart. Sallies down to pick up crawling prey, 
whacking it on the ground, if too large or protesting, before swallo\v- 
ine it. Sometimes springs up in the air from its perch to capture 
winged termites or other flying insects. Food: draqonflies, grass- 
hoppers, centipedes, lizards, etc., also berries. Breeding maleshave 
a short pleasant whistling song delivered from a perch or during 
the volplaning display flight. 

NESTING: NO data for Sikkim. Season-in 1'. Himalayas, chiefly 
April to June. Nest-a rough pad of moss. grass, leaves, etc. in 
a hole in a cliff or bank. E g g s 4  to 5, pale blue, sometimes faintly 
freckled with light reddish at the broad end. Size about 26X 19 mm. 
Both sexes feed the young. 

RACIAT. CHARACTERISTICS, M-EASUREMENTS. ETC: d all blue; without white 
wing-patch. Q bluish- or greyish brown, as against olive-brown in rufiecntris 
and cinclorhqnchus. 

A specimen (o?) collected by the Sikldm S w e y  measures: Wming 129; hill 
23: tarsus 30: tail 90 mm. 

Iris I > I . O \ Y I ~ :  bill Idack. yellow at gape: 1 e ~ s  and feet black. 
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THE COLLARED BUSHCHAT 

Smicola tmquda indica (Blyth) 
Pratincola indica Blyth, 1847, lour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 16: 129-India, 

restricted to Calcutta. 

Plate 16, fig. 7 (facing p. 161) 

F.B.I. 2: 28 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
m x ~  C H A R A ~ S  : Malc: In summer (breeding) plumage distinctly 

pied, resembling Pied Bushohat from behind or on a fleeting glimpse. 
Abme, head black; back brown, heavily black-streaked; most of wings 
aud tail black; rump and upper tail-coverts white; conspicuous white 
patches on sides of neck ('collar'), and on shoulders. Below, throat 
black; breast reddish orange; abdomen whitish. In winter, black 
feathers of head, throat and back, broadly fringed with fulvous, 
greatly altering appearance. 

Female: Fulvous brown werall, with dark-streaked upper parts 
and pale rusty rump. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common. Met with at  moderate eleva- 
tion?. c. 4000 to 9000 ft. (Temi, Pakyong, Arita, Chungthang, Gangtok, 
Lachen, Penlom La). Also down in the foothills and plains in winter. 
Meinertzhagen procured a male of the migrant Turkestan-Tibet 
byeeding race przeualskii at Dentam, 4600 ft., in January (1926). 

Affects open, sparsely scrubbed hillsides, often in the neighbour- 
hood of terraced cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SWKIM : Throughout the Himalayas from 
Kashmir to Bhutan. Other races are found in Assam, Burma, Thailand, 
and practically all Europe, Asia, and Africa. 

GEN~RAL HABITS: Active. Perches on a bushtop; constantly flicks 
open tail and jerks it loosely up and down, uttering ckck ,  check. 
Descends to ground to pick up insects; returns to same perch or flies 
low across to another within its well-defined beat or feeding area. 
Also captures winged insects in the air like a flycatcher. Smg: 
short but lively, often interlarded with mimicked calls of other birds. 
Delivered from a perch or in slow display flight, with wings 'clapping' 
wer  back as in a pigeon, but noiselessly. 

NESTING: Semon-April to June, but not specificallv recorded. 
Nest-a shallow cup or pad of grass, hair and wool. Placed in a 
hole in an earth-bank or under a stone. Epps-4 to 6, pale bluish 
white, speckled and blotched with reddish brown. Size about 
17x 14 mm. Only female incubates. Male shares in nest-building 
and feeding young. 

RACIAL CHARACTERIS.~ICS, ~ A S U R E ~ S ,  ETC: The migrant race prze- 
valskii has a larger wing (nearly always over 71 mm.). Often impossible to 
differentiate from indica in its winter quarters. 

Two specimens (d  9 ;  of itldicq obtained bv the Sikkim Slirvev m c a s u r e  

Wing 66. 66; bill 13 5, 13; tarsus 21, 21; tail 46. 44 mm. 
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Five adults in the Schgfer Sikkim collection give Wing 2 d d 67, 71; 
3 9 9 63, 65, 67 mm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws brownish black in male, paler in female. 

The large, distinctive, Central Asian-breedin H o ~ c s o d s  BUSH- 
CHAT, Smicola insignis Gra , of a more or less simi ar colour scheme to Y Pi 
indica but with considerab y more white in the wing (83-92 mm.), was 
recorded b Mandelli over 80 years a o from the 'lower hills of Sikkim' 
-presuma ly meaning the terai. It as not been met with in Sikkim 
proper. 

b: t 

THE DARK-GREY BUSHCHAT 

Saxicola ferrea Gray 
Saxicola ferrea Gray, 1846, Cat. Man~ms. Birds Nepal: 71, 153-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2: 36 
LOCAL NAMX : Sad-chak-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S :  An unmistakable cousin of the Collared Bush- 

chat. Male, winter: Above, dark grey and black, with a conspicum 
white supercilium and a broad black streak through and below eye. 
Wings black, with a white band across. Below, chin and throat white; 
rest ashy white, darker on breast and flanks. Summer: General effect 
pied black and white. Above, almost black, with white patch on 
wing. Below, pure white. 

Female: Abme, russet brown with broad dark streaks; a pale grey 
supercilium; tail rufous, with dark chestnut upper coverts. Belao, 
chin and throat white; rest ashy rufous, darkest on breast. 

STATUS AM) HABITAT: Fairly common between 6000 and 9000 ft. 
in summer; descends to foothills in winter (Rangpo, Martam, Dentarn, 
Rinchinpong, Gangtok). Stuart Baker mentions eggs received by him 
from Gnatong (12,500 ft.), surely a very exceptional altitude. One 
of the most familiar species in Gangtok town from March to May, 
singing lustily from the overhead electric wires everywhere. Affects 
open scrub-covered hillsides, particularly in the neighbourhood of 
terraced cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKI~I: The entire Himalayas from the 
Afghan border to extreme east Assam; Manipur, Burma, N. Thailand, 
N. Yunnan, Szech\van, Indochina, S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to those of the Collared Bushchat. 
Usually seen in widely separated pairs. The male sings in the \ici- 
nity d the nest from the top of a tall tree on a hillside or telegraph 
wire, or in the air during his display flight. Song: a short, pleasant 
but feeble trill sisin'-swir-r, the final syllable a rolling whistle. 

NESTING: Season-April-May. Nest and eggs (4 or 5) similar 
to those of the Collared Bushchat, the latter slightly deeper in ground 
rnlour and larger. Size about 18 x 15 mm. Only the female 
incubates. 
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HACLAL CHAHACTPRIS.I.ICS, XtrAsunEMEv1.s. BTC : Three specimens collected by 
the Survey (d 9 )  measure: Wing 67-68; bill 14-14.5; tarsus 22-23; tail 59-60 
mm. A large series obtained by Sch:fer in Sikkinl gives Wing 11 d ,-J 66-70 
(av. 68.1) mm.; 8 9 $2 64-68 (nv. 66.1) mm. 

In's brown; bill, legs, leet and claws brownish black or blackish brown. 

GOULD'S SHORTWING 

Brachypte y x  stellata Gould 
Brachypteryx (Drymochares! stcllatus Gould, 1868, Proc. 2002. Soc. 

London: 218-Nepal. 

Plate 23, fig. 4 (facing p. 288) 

F.B.I. 2: 16 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE: SpaJTow. 
FTELD C H A R A ~ E R S  : A dark, stub-tailed ground-skulker, chestnut 

above with the iron-grey underparts distinctly bespangled with small 
white stars. 

Above, bright chestnut with black lores, a narrow grey supercilium, 
and white-spotted slaty grey rump. Below, chin, throat and breast 
slaty grey suffused with rufous-brown on abdomen and flanks, vermi- 
culated throughout with fine grey and black bars, and with triangular 
white spots on the lower portions. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Secretive and apparently uncommon. 
Normally at high elevations, c. 9000 to 14,000 ft. (Yumthang, Zemu- 
Lhonak, Gnatong, Changu), but Schafer obtained a specimen as low 
down as c. 1800 ft. (Dikchu) in February. Affects dense undergrowth 
of bamboo, dwarf rhododendron, etc. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SWIM : Nepal; Bhutan and adjoining areas 
of S. Tibet. The westernmost record is from Dhodi Tal, c. 11,000 ft., 
70 miles N. of Mussooree (Jom. Bombay Ncrt. Hist. Soc. 53 (3): 468). 

GENWAL HABTTS : Little known, though apparently rather similar 
to those of the undergrowth-haunting wrens, e.g. Pnoepyga. 
Meinertzhagen records it as running on the ground in and out of 
roots and fallen branches just like a mouse-not hopping-and 
mounting on to stumps etc. Ludlow (in Bhutan) found the birds 'on 
the tops of rhododendron bushes and not skulking on the ground as 
is the custom of the genus'. Food: larvae, grubs and tiny beetles. 
Alarm note described as a tik-tik; song unknown. 

NESTING : Unknown. 
RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MRASUHEAfENTS, ETC: Wing short and rounded; 

tail very short; tarsi very long and slender. The chestnut upper plunlage is 
diagnostic. The Fauna gives for 9 Wing 72-77; bill 12; tarsus 30; tail 
45-47 mm. 

TWO SchaFer Sikkiin skins (8, o?; have Wing 73, 76 mm., ant1 Kinnear 
measures Ludlow's Bhutan skins Wing 3 d d 75-76; 2 Q 9 70-72 mm. 

Iris dark brown: bill black; inside mnuth black; legs and feet fleshy horn. 
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THE RUSTYBELLIED SHORTWING 

Brachypteqx hype ythra Jerdon & Blyth 
Urachypteryx hupsrythra Jerdon & Blytll, 1861, Proc. Zool. Soc. 

Londoti: 201-Darjceling. 

F.B.I. 2: 17 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
F~ELU C H A R A ~ S :  Male: Ahme, lo re  and in front of eye black. 

Short, concealed supercilium silky white. Sides of head, neck, and 
whole upper plumage including exposed parts of wings and tail de 
blue. Below, bright fermginous, darker on flanks. Easily mistakab ?' e 
for the Blue Chat (Erithaictrs brunneus, p. 246), but white supercilium 
markedly less conspicuous. 

Female: Abooe, olive-brown. No supercilium. Below, pale 
ferruginous; abdomen whitish, suffused with olive-brown on the sides. 

STATLTS AND HABITAT: Very rare and little known. Stevens observed 
a male in dense bamboo growth at Tonglu (9700 ft.-Darjeeling Dist.) 
in January. 

D I s T R l s u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Dafla Hills; Naga Hills (?). 
GENERAL HABITS : Presumably like the other shortwings, but nothing 

recorded. 
NESTING : Unknown. 
RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Key to the species: d 

upper plumage blue; chin and throat chestnut. 9 upper plumage brow; 
chin and throat chestnut. The Faur~a gives the measurements as: 

W h ~ g  Bill Tars us Tail 
2 63-64 11 29 c. 4.5 mrn. 
9 c. 62 11 28 38 mm. 

'Iris brown; bill black, more or less fleshy at the base and on t l ~ e  mandible 
during the non-breeding season; legs flahy to light horny brown.' 

THE WHITEBROWED SHORTWING 

Brmhypteryx mm~~tcuna muralis (Blyth) 
Calliope? cnrrulis Blyth, 1843, lout.. Asiut. Soc. Bengal 1 2 :  '329, W3-  

Darjeeling. 

F.B.I. 2: 17 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: SpalT0~. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S  : Male (adult) : Overall plumage deep indigo 

blue. h r e s ,  frontal band, and over eye velvety black; a conspicuous 
white supercilium from forehead to ear-coverts. Centre of 

ab omen ashy; under tail-coverts blue, narrowly margined with ashy. lo? 
Fende (adult): Abooe, lores, ling round eye and frontal line 

golden fermginous; a concealed white supercilium. Rest of upper 
parts including exposed portion of wings and tail olive-brown 
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tinged with rusty, especially on head. Below, ash brown, paler and B more yellowish on abdomen, descen t  on vent an under tail-coverts. 
Immature (or dimorpllic ?) d e :  Like the adult female but with 

the white supercilium prominent, and rather more chestnut wings 
and tail. Occasionally with some blue feathers intelmixed on breast 
and mantle. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Comparatively common, with a wide 
altitudinal range. Between 1000 and at least 8000 ft. in winter; 5000 
to at least 11,000 in summer (Rangpo, Lachen, Lachung). Affects 
dense humid undergrowth and brushwood in mossy forest. 

DIsTRIsunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : (Kumaon; Garhwal ?); Nepal, 
Bhutan, Assam hills north and south of the Brahrnaputra; N. Thailand, 
Tonkin. The species extends to Yunnan and south China. 

GENERAL HABITS: A skulker in undergrowth like the other short- 
wings. Dashes from bush to bush along the ground like a rat when 
pressed, and reluctant to fly. The song has been described as short, 

preY,  
thrush-like, of a few notes ending abruptly. Food: insects 

and arvae. 
NESTING : Semo-June-July. Nest-a domed structure of moss, 

lined with fine roots, with a lateral entrance. Built close to the 
ground in damp shady forest, against the face of a moss-covered 
vertical rock or tree-trunk, incorporated into and blending perfectly 
with the surrounding moss. Eggs-2 or 3, pure white. Size about 
23 X 16 mm. 

RACIAC CHARACTERISTLCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Key to the species: d 
upper plumage blue; chin and throat indigo blue; abdomen barred with as11~. 
9 upper plumage brown; chin and throat ashy brown. 

Two d d collected in Sikkim have Wing 70, 72 mm. In one of these, bill 
15.5; tarsus 34; tail 48.5 mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs, feet and claws horny brown. 

THE NEPAL SHORTWING 

Brachypteyx leucophys nipalerzsis Hodgson 
Brachypteryx nipalensis Hodgson, 1854, in Horsfield & Moore, Cat. 

Birds, Mus. E. I. Co. 1 :  397, ex Hodgson MS.-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2: 19 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Mde (adult) : Abouo, lores and under eye dusky 

blue; short, partially concealed white supercilium; sides of head and 
neck, and all upper parts including exposed portions of wings and 
tail, dark slate-blue. Below, chin, throat, centre of abdomen and 
under tail-coverts white; rest smoky grey. 

Female: Abme, ferniginous brown with a concealed white eye- 
brow. Below, dull white; flanks, sides of breast and a diffuse band 
across it fulvous. 
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Immature (or dimorphic ?) ~rulle: brown like female. 
STATUS AND IIABITAT: Rare. According to Stevens found abwe 

c. 5000 ft. elevation in the Sikkim Himalayas at the nesting season. 
-4ffects low dense undergrowth in hurnid forest. 

D I s T I u B u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal; (Bllutan), Assam hills north 
and south of the Bralunaputra; E. Manipur, parts of Burma. The 
species extends to Thailand, Malaya, Indonesia, Indochina, Y u a n ,  
Szechwan, S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to those of other shortwings. Keep to 
dense forest undergrowth in damp shady glens etc., creeping about 
amongst fallen leaves, moss or rotting fallen tree-trunks, searchtng 
insect food. Flies little and seldom. C d l :  a soft, single seep. 
Male recorded as having a loud, sweet song in the breeding season. 

NESTING : Searotc-mainly May-June. N e s t a  compact, oval ball 
of bamboo leaves etc. bound together with roots and strands of moss. 
Well concealed on or near the ground in tleck bushes or moss-covered 
fallen deca ing tree-trunks. Egg& or 4, pale olive or sea-green, 
normally dnsely covered with light reddish brown specks and 
freckles. Size about 19X 14 mm. Both sexes share in nest budding 
and incubation. 

RACIAL CILSRACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Key to thc speaies: d 
upper plumage blue; chin and throat white. 9 upper plumage brown; chin 
and throat dull white. 

The Fauna gives the measurements as d 9 Wing 58-64; bill 11.5-13; tarsus 
c. 26; tail 27-32 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill dark brown, yellowish horn on lower mandible, 
yellowish white at gape; legs and feet wlutish- to purphh Resh. 

THE HIMALAYAN WHISTLING THRUSH 

M yiqhuneus caedeus temminckii (Vigors) 
Myiophoneus temminckii Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 

171-Himalayas. 

F.B.I. 2 : 180 
LOCAL NAMES: Chamong-pho (Lepcha); Tetiman (Bhutia). 
SIZE : Pigeon. 
F-IELD CHARA(;TERS : A large blue-black thrush with bright deep blue 

forehead, wings and tail. Breast and flanks with round and elongated 
spots of glistening blue. Median wing-coverts with white tips. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident and fairly common. h4et with, even 
in mid-winter, at all elevations between c. 1000 and 9000 ft. (Rangpo, 
Singtam, Martam, Dikchu, Gangtok, Chungthang, Lachen, Lachung, 
Singhik, Toong). Schifer collected it at Thangu, c. 12,000 ft., in July. 
Mects all rocky hill streams and rivers, neighbourhood of water 
meadows, and edge of damp forest. 

DISTFUBUTION OUTSIDE SMKIM: Throughout the Himalayas from the 



Afghan frontier to extreme eastern Assam, north and south of the 
Brahmaputra; Arakan. Other races in Burma, China, Indonesia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Mostly terrestrial. Solitary and shy. Progresses 
on ground in long hops, or luns in spurts with short mincing steps. 
Digs into wet mud with its stout bill for food. Every now and again 
does a violent 'bend-stretcli on its legs and raises and lowers tail 
slowly and deliberately. It is fully fanned out on the downward 
movement when its tip almost scrapes the ground-a movement 
reminiscent of the similarly torrent-haunting Whitecapped Redstat. 
F d :  snails, crabs, and aquatic insects. Also windfallen fruit. 
Utters a sharp kreee and creaky kich-kich-kich-kich as it flies--calls 
of the identical patte~m to those of the similarly torrent-haunting 
Spotted Forktail. Has a loud fine whistling sorlg of considerable 
range to which the tumult of the waters provides romantic accompani- 
ment. 

NESTING : Semm+hiefly May-June. Nest--a massive cup of 
moss and lichens mixed with mud, and lined with moss- and fern- 
roots. Placed on a ledge of rock near or overhanging a mountain 
stream. Egg& to 5, pale clay colour, sparsely cove~ed with faint 
pale reddish freckles, spots and blotches, more numerously at the 
broad end. Size about 36x25 mm. Both sexes share the domestic 
chores. 

RACLU. CHARACTENSTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : A Sikkim Survey specimen 
( 0 )  measures: Wing 173; bill 34; tarsus 55; tail 126 mm. A series of 17 
adults in the Schgfer collection gives Wing 155 ( 0 )  to 187 (d )  mm. 

Iris brown; bill yellow, culmen except commissure horny brown; legs, feet 
and claws black. 

THE PURPLE THRUSH 

Cochoa purpwrea Hodgson 
Cochon prcrpurea Hodgson, 1836, Jorlr. -4siut. Soc. Be,igal 5 :  35GNepal .  

Plate 23, fig. 7 (facing p. 288) 

F.B.I. 2:  184 
LOCAL NAMES : Lo-nyum-pho (Lepcha); Cmho (Nepali). 
SIZE: Between Myna and Pigeon. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S  : Mnle: Overall aspect 'of plumage brownish 

purple, darkest on chin and throat. Crown lavender blue; lores, 
supercilium and sides of head black. Wing-coverts and bars on 
secondaries lavender purple. Wing quills black, with a broad band 
of lavender rey at base. Tips of secondaries black. Tail lavender 
purple with % lack tip. 

Femule differs from male in having the purple parts replaced by 
reddish brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Undete~mined. Very rare. Blanford obtained 
it on the Chola Range (Kapup ?) at 10,000 ft. altitude on 28 August 
1870. Schser collected two specimens at Gangtok and one at 



1 .  Blueheaded Robin (Phornrc~tr.~ts  rac.vftl~orcplialtcs) 2. Hodgson's Grandala (Gvandala c. coelrrolori 3 .  Blue- 
fronted Robin (Cznclrdi~on f .  fi.ontale) 4. Gould's Shortwing (Bvach?pleryx stellala) 5. C ~ e t s ~ b d i d  
Rock Thrush (Montrcola rt~jiventvis) 6. Smallbilled Mountain Thrush (Zoothcra d. dolmra) 7. Pu+ 

Thrush (Cochoa puvpuvea) 8. Green Thrush (Cochoa vindis) 

Ptbrs MI 



I .  Blackfronted Parrotbill ~Paradoxovn~s n. humii) 2 .  Fulvousfronted Parrotbill (Poradoxanis J. f ~ b b  
fvons) 3. Sultan Tit (Melanochlova s. sultanea). Male 4 .  Lesser Redheaded Parrotbill (~aradoxomis 
a. oales*) 5. Yellowbrowed Tit (Pavus m. modestus) 6. Himalayan Cole-Tit (Parm a. aemodius) 

7. Brown Crested Tit (Parus d. dickvous) 8. Rufousfronted Tit (Egilhaks iozcschistas) 

-. . -. .= - L- 
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Chungthang 611 17 and 24 June 1938. Neither Meinertzllaren nor 
the recent Survey came across it in Sikki~n bchveen Novern k er and 
May. According to Stuart Baker (Nidification, ii : 160) it breeds 'above 
3500 ft., cel-tainly up  to 6000, and probably up to 8000 ft., haunting 
evergreen forest with lofty trees and heavy wet undergrowth'. 

DI~TRIBUTION OUTSmE SIKKIM: The Hitnalayas from Sinlla to 
eastern Assam, north and south of Bral~maputra River; Manipur, 
Burmese hills to Tenasserim, T l ~ a i l a ~ ~ d .  

GENERAL H ~ I T S :  Little known besides that it keeps solitary, is 
silent, and feeds on fruits, berries and insects as much on the ground 
as in trees. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Season-elsewhere, May to 
July. Nest-a shallow untidy cup of Inoss, compactly lined with 
lichens, fine moss and roots. Built in a small tree c. 6 to 12 ft, u , P in an evergreen wooded ravine. Eggs-3, rarely 4, typically thrus 1- 

like, pale sea-green blotched with bright reddish brown. Size about 
32 x 22 mm. Both sexes incubate. 

RACIAL CIIARACTERISTICS, h.IEASUREMENTS, E1.C: T l ~ e  Fauna gives d 
Wing 140-144; bill 14-15; tarsus c. 28; tail 95-105 mm. 

Schafer's skins, all ad. dd, have Wing 144, 144, 145 nun. 
Iris crimson-brown or reddish brown; orbital skin lavender blue; hill I~lacL; 

legs and feet slaty black. 

THE GREEN THRUSH 

Cochocl cim'dis I-Iodgson 
Cochon ciridis Hodgson, 1836, lottr, Asiut. Soc. Betagal 5 :  :359-:36()-hcl,:~l. 

Plate 23, fig. 8 (facing p. 288) 

F.B.I. 2: 185 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Between Myna and Pigeon. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ :  Male: Overall aspect of plumage deep rich 

bronzy green. Crown, nape and hindneck brilliant cobalt blue; lores 
and a short supercilium black; ear-coverts indigo blue. Tail blue, 
slightly graduated, broadly tipped and narrowly mar ined with black. 

t k Wing-coverts reen and pale blue, tipped with blac . Wings black, 
with a broad and of pale blue near bases of the quills. 

Female only differs in having the edges of greater wing-coverts 
and tips of secondaries marked with yellowish brown instead of blue. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Undetermined. Very rare. Ste\,ens refers to 
specimens from the Sikkim Himalayas in the British and Tnng 
Museums, collected at 'Gokh, Rammam Vallev', 2500-3000 ft., 24 July 
1870. Schafer obtained a specimen at ~ ingh ik  on 23 June (19381. 
Not met with by Meinertzhagen or the recent Sikkim Ornithological 
Survey behveen November and May, but I have examined a skin 
1:lbelled 'd 4.\..1931 Toong, 6000 ft.. coll. 17. S. La Personne' now in 
the Chicago N. H. hluseum (No. 85148). 

19 



DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S I K K I ~ I  : The Himalayas from Kumaon and 
Garhwal to eastelm Assain; hlanipur, hills of Burma to Tenasserim, 
Thailand, and eastward to W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Little known. Apparently similar to those of the 
Purple Thrush. 

NESTING: Somewhat doubtfully recorded from 10,000-11,000 ft. in 
Sikkim in June. Breeds in other areas (e.g. Assam hills) at much 
lower levels, 2500-5000 ft., May to July. Nest-similar to that of the 
Purple Thrush, in moderate sized trees in dense wet forest. Eggs--3, 
rarely 4, indistinguishable from those of C. purpurea. Size about 
31x22  mm. 

RACIAL CHARkCTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS,  E T C :  The Faana gives for d d 
Wing 135-115; 11ill 12.5-13.5 (?); tarsus 25-26; tail 98-117 mm. The Toong 
d in Chicago measures: Wing 145; bill 23; tarsus 27; tail 120 mm. 

Schiifer's specimen (adult Q j has Wing 147 mm. 
Iris brownish orange to deep criinso~i or rnaroon-brown (duller in 9); bill 

black, the gape ant1 orbital skin pink; legs and feet fleshy brown to horny 
Irown. 

T H E  EASTERN SPOTTED FORKTAIL 

Enimrus n u l a t w  guttatus Gould 
E~~icurus  guttattrs Gould, 1865, Yroc. Zool. Soc. London: 664- 

Sikkim = Darjeeling. 

LOCAL NAMES : Oong-sam ching-pho (Lepcha); Chubia- (Chuka-) 
leka (Bhutia). 

SIZE: setween Bulbul and Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A graceful, spotted, black and wlite bird, 

rather like a wagtail in general aspect and deportment, with a long, 
deeply forked white tail. Above, forehead and anterior crown white; 
rest black with small round white spots on hindneck and mantle, 
sparse or absent on lower back; rump and upper tail-covests white; 
wings black with a wlute bar of dense stippling. Below, tllroat, neck 
and breast black; rest white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common between 2000 ancl 8500 ft. 
elevation (Dikchu, Singhik, Chungthang, Gangtok, Lachen). Affects 
rocky mountain streams in damp heavy jungle. 

DISTRLBUTION OUTSIDE SXKIM : E. Nepal; Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south of the Brahmaputra; Manipur, Burma, N. Yunnan, N. 
Tonkin. The species extends to Indochina and south China. The 
adjoining (typical) race inaculatus stretches westward to the Afghan 
frontier. 

GENERAL HABITS: Seen singly or in pairs tripping over rocks amidst 
or on the edge of clear, shady mountain streams. Tail held 
hoiizontally off the ground and swayed gently up and down, as the 
bird pivots facing this way and that. Utters a sharp kree in flight 



T H E  E A S T E R N  S I ' O I ' T E L )  k ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  291 

like a Whistling Thrush's. Also a sharp, creaky cheek-cluk-chik- 
chi chik almost identical with one of the familiar calls of the Blue 
Magpie. Food: aquatic insects and their larvae. 
plumage completely obliterates the bird in itr native setting of Span?d rus liug 
water, black rocks and foamy spray with dappled sunlight filtering 
through the leaves; and its modulated movements harmonize with the 
torrent to heighten the invisibility. 

NESTING: Season-April to June. Ned-a thick-sided cu of moss, 
moss-roots, hair, etc., lined with skeleton leaves and roo tf ets. Tlle 
moss is often deliberately soaked at the water's edge to make it pliant 
for plastering on to the nest. Placed near water in a r~iche or hollow 
in a stream b~unk, overl~ung wit11 ferns and roots. Eggs--3 or 4, pale 
buff or pale grey-green, freckled and spotted with light reddish brown. 
Size about 25X 18 mm. Both sexes share in nest building, incubation 
and feeding young. 

HACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, hlEASUREMENTS, ETC: 111 the ~011lewhiIt l a r g ~ ' ~  
west Himalayan race maculatus, the spots 011 the I~ack are Ial.ger, a l~d more 
crescent-shaped on lower back. Also its black breast is spotted with white. 
' The Fauna gives for ~7 9 Wing 96-103; I~ill 18-19; tarsus 28-30; tail 
118-132. Inm. Stresemann measures the Wing of six adult i( '3 iu Schht'er'b 
Sikkim collection : 95, 95, 96, 97, 100, 103 min. 

Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and feet white, piukish at the joints. 

Eastelm Spotted Forlitnil 
About hvo-fifths 
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THE SLATYBACKED FORKTALL 

E~iicums sc1listuce.u~ (Hodgson) 
blotucilla (Elticurus) scllistuceus IIodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res: 19: 189-fiepal. 

F.B.I. 2: 59 
LOCAL N m :  
SIZE: Between Bulbul and Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Vely similar to the last, but with back slaty 

grey, plain and unspotted, and breast white (only chin and throat 
black). 

Above, narrow forehead and supercilium white. Lores, cheeks and 
ear-coverts black. Crown and back slaty blue, tipped with white 
only on the scapulars. Wings black with two broad white bands. 
Rump and upper tail-coverts white. Tail largely white. Below, only 
chin and throat black; rest white, washed with slaty on flanks. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common at the lower elevations 
c. 1000 to 2500 ft.; sparingly up to 6000 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, 
Dikchu, Gangtok). Mects more open rocky streams; often even little 
trickles by mule paths and along the motor road-favoulite haunts 
of the Grey Wagtail. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSLDE SIKKIM: From Kurnaon eastward to the 
extreme NE. frontier, Naga Hills, Manipur, Burma, N. Thailand, 
Malaya, Yunnan, Indochina. The species extends to S. China. 

GENERAL WITS : Very similar to the last, and to other forktails. 
I t  will sometimes leap up into the air from a rock amidstream to 
capture a winged insect. Flight undulating, like a wagtail's. When 
disturbed, flies swiftly up or down sbeam uttering the characteristic 
sharp kree, and often takes momentary refuge in a low branch. 

NESTING : Seaso~z-March-April to June-July. Nest-similar to the 
last: a deepish cup of moss, in a herbage-overhung hollow in a 
stream bank. Egg& or 4, similar to those of the Spotted Forktail, 
somewhat more variable. Size about 2 2 ~  17 mm. Both sexes share 
in nest building, incubation and feeding young. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, M E A S U ~ M E N T S ,  ETC: The Sikkim Survey speci- 
mens measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Inner tail Outer tail 
2 d d 97-99 2 1 29 43-44 128.5-139 mm. 
1 9  98 20 29.5 48 125 mm. 

Thrce Schifcr skins from Slkkim have Wing 1 d 99; 2 9 Q 91, 92 mm. 
Iris dark brown; bill black; legs, feet ancl claws fleshy white. 

Two other pied forktails of a sellerally similar size and appearance 
also occur at lower altitudes in tlic foothills, between c. 1000 ft. (or 
lower) and 4500 ft. (Teesta 'and Great Rangeet valleys): 

1. THE BLACKBACKED FORKTAIL, EI~~CUI .US  ir111t~a~w1utu.s (Hodgson). 
Forehead, supercilium, and rouncl the back of eye white. Rest of 



head and up er back black, plain and unspotted. Chin and throat 
111ack; rest o !i' underparts white. Wing o* 0 85-94 mm. In open 
Forest or outskirts, on rocky streams lined with dense undergrowth of 
bracken etc. (Dentam, c. 4000 ft.). 

2. THE BLACKBREASTED FORKTAIL, Ei~icum lescllei~aulii iilflicus 
Hartert. Forehead and anterior crown white. Rest of head and 
upper back black, plain and unspotted. Chin, throat and upper 
Ilreast black; lower breast and rest of underparts white. Wing d 9 
35- 114 mm. 

The largest and blackest of the forkcails. 
On overgrown streams and rock ravines in dense forest. 
c m  ~ m r r s  (of both) : As Jescribed above. 

THE LITTLE FORKTAIL 

El~icurus scouleri Vigors 
Enicurus scoulerl Vigors, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 17PHimalayas. 

Little Forktail, about one-half 

F.B.I. 2 :  65 
LOCAL NAME : Oong-sumbrek-pho (Lepcha). - 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIFLD CHARACTERS : A stub-tailed miniature of the Spotted Forktail. 

Above, forehead and forecrown white; rest of head, neck and back 
black. Wings black, spotted with white at shoulder, and with a broad 
triangular white bar. Rump and upper tail-coverts \vhite, the former 
with a broad black band across it. Below, throat and upper breast 
black; rest of underparts white. Tail short, slightly forked, of the 
same black-and-white pattern as in female Plumbeous Redstart. Sexes 
alike. 

S T A ~ J S  AND HABITAT: Fairly common and ~ ~ i t l l  a wide overall alti- 
h~dinal range, between c. 1000 and 10,000 ft. (Singtam, hlartam, 
Dikchu, Singhik, Toong, Chungthang, Lnchen, Lachung). Meets 



rocky, torrential mountain streams, and nullahs with cascades alld 
waterfalls. 

DISTFUBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : SE. Turkestan and Altai Mountains; 
throughout the Himalayas from Gilgit and Chitral through Kashmir 
to extreme east Assam north and south of Brahmaputra River; Naga 
Hills, NE. Burma, S. Tibet, N. Yunnan, Tonkin. The species extends 
to S. China and Formosa. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical of the forktails. On a rock amidst the 
torrent, wags stub tail slowly up  and down, and rapidly opens and 
shuts it with a smooth rhythmic scissors-like motion flicking the 
black-and-white pattern. This exactly resembles the foam of water 
tumbling over roughnesses of rock and often renders the bird 
completely invisible. Silent. Food: aquatic and dipterous insects 
and their larvae, taken at the wateis edge or by flying out over the 
rapids in pursuit, very like the Plumbeous Redstart. 

N E s n N c :  Season-May-June. Ned-a miniature of that of the 
Spotted Forktail: a deep cup of moss, lined with moss-roots, skeleton 
leaves, etc. Placed in a hole or cleft of rock near or under a watey- 
fall, or in the bank of a stream. Eggs--3, white, sparsely speckled 
with light reddish brown. Size about 20X 15 mm. Apparently, as in 
other forktails, both sexes share the domestic duties. 

RACIAL CHAIIACTERISTICS, hIEASUnEhIENT5,  E T C :  The Fauna give5 for d 0 
Wing 73-79; bill 12; tarsus c. 24-26; tail 41-49 o ~ m .  Six aclrllt 8 9 in the 
Sclilfer Sikkim coll~ction liavc Wing 72, '73, 74, 76, 78, 79 rnln. 

Iris dark l~row~l;  bill black; legs and feet fleshy white. 

Szr hf amily TRO~LODYTINAE : Wrens 

THE NEPAL WREN 

Trog1orlyte.s troglodytes rtipler~sis Blyth 
Troglotlytes ilipnler~.n's Blyth, 1845, Jorcr. d s ia t .  Soc. Rengrrl 14 : 589, 

ex I-Ioclg,l.;on MS.-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 445 
LOCAL NAME : Marchek-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
n a D  CHARACTERS : A diminutive, stub-tailed, dark nifous-brown 

bird with the lower back, wings ancl tail closely barred with black. 
Below, slightly paler and tinged ftilvous, closely black-barred except 
on chin, throat, and breast. Some white spots on under tail-coverts. 
The short tail is jauntily cocked up  like a robin's. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Common at high elevations up 
to, and above the tree line, between c. 8000 and 16,000 ft., even in 
winter (Lachen, Lachung, Phalut, Zemu, Thangu, Manshitang, 
Karponang. Gnatoug, Changu, etc.). Affects glacier moraines, rocky 
gulleys and boulder-strewn nullahs with fallen tree-trunks and bnish- 
wood, piled stone parapet walls surrounding hill cultivation. etc. 
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DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan, Chumbi 
Valley, parts of S. Tibet, Dafla Hills. The adjnirriug W. IIimalayan 
race, iteglectus, extends to Kashmir and the Afgllan I~order. Thc 
specics has a wide overall distribution in E~lrope ;111d Asi:~. 

G ~ R A L  HABITS : Terrestrial; restless. IJo s about lithely amongst 
boulders, creeping in and out of crevices an 6 rotting tree-trunk5 and 
brushwood in search of food. Utters a sof chirf~k,  chiruk. M ~ e n  
disturbed, bolls up and down ('bend-stretch') like a clipper (Cinclw), 
with wings partially drooped and stub tail erect, before disappcarir~g 
into cover. Food: small spiders and insects. In sutnmcr, has a lively, 
hi h pitched jumble of a song, astonishingly loud and piercing, 
dJivered from the top of a boulder or some other exposed situation. 

N E s n N c :  Season-May-June. Nest-a large domed structure of 
moss, grass and leaves, thickly lined with feathers. Placed in the 
fissure of a birch tree or rock, or in the stone walls of a derelict 
shepherd's hut. E g g s - 5  or 6, white, faintly and sparsely stippled 
with red, with a few specks at the larger end. Size about 18 x 13 mm. 

MCLAL CHA~ACTERISTICS, M E A S U R E M E ~ S .  ETC: In the west I-Iinlalaya~~ 
race, neglectus, the upper plumage is a much paler rufous-brown. 

Specimens collected by the Sikkim Survey measwe : 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 d d 52.5-58.5 13-15 20-20.5 30-31.5 mm. 
2 9 9 48-50 12.5-13 19-19.5 29.5-30 mm. 

Ten Sikkim skins in Lhr Schifer collectiol~ give Wing 49(9)-54(d) mln. 
(av. 52.2)-Stl~esernann. 

Iris brow]; bill, legs, feet and c1nn.s horny brown. 

Nepal Wren 
About two-thirds 



THE WHITEBREASTED ASIATIC DIPPER 

C i n c l r ~ ~  cirtclus cir~cltrs (Linnaeus)' . 

Stuvrr~rs d i ~ c / ~ r s  Linnileus, 1758, Syst. Nat., 10th ed., 1 :  168-Swc-den. 

Whitehreastetl Asiatic Dipper, alwut three-eighths 

F.B.I. 2 :  2 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTEHS : A dumpy, stub-tailed, thrush-like bird, slaty and 

chocolate brown with glistening white throat and breast. Sexes alike. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: A high elevation species, occupying a higher 

zone than the Brown Dipper (C. pallasii). Meinertzhagen came across 
it in the Tibetan Plateau country of northern Sikkim at Gyagong 
(15,700 ft.) and Changu Lake (12,300 ft.), and there are five skins in 
the Chicago Museum collected by Stevens at Gnatong (12,500 ft.) and 
Gyagong. Its normal ran e is between 9000 and 15,000 ft. The 7 surveys came across it on y at Thangu (o. 13,000 ft., N. Sikkim). 
Mects clear, swift mountain torrents; also glacier lakes and tarns, 
even though partially frozen. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Bhutan; Chumbi Valley (S. Tibet). 
Most of Palaearctic Europe and Asia. The paler race cmhmeriertsls 
occurs in Kashmir and Ladakh. Several other races are recognized 
over its wide range. 

GENERAL HABITS : Usually solitary, or in widely separated pairs. 
Stands on a rock in the middle of a clear snow-fed torrent, cocking 
its stub tail and bobbing up  and down, partly flexing and stretching 
its legs, and turning its head from side to side. Takes a headlon 

unge into the icy water from time to time, remaining submerge 8 
or a half minute or more in search of food. On emerging floats 

like a bobbing cork on the surface, jumps on to a stone again, shakes 
off the water from its plumage and resumes bowing and curtseying. 

' Accordi~lg to Vnurie, C., (Bds. Pal. F a u n a :  198) Sikkim 1,ircls ; u ~  intc'r- 
mediate lwtween thc  races co.~hmcric~t.vis ant1 l~r;c.t.ol.~kii. 
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In flight, the short sourltled wings vibrate ra id1 with slight inter- 
mittent pauses. When on a I~lack sock wit P 1 t 6 e swirling torrent 
breaking into foam around it, the bird's colour scheme cmpletely 
obliterates it from view. This is also the case when the bird courses 
along a foot or two above the foam-flecked wavelets. C d :  a shrill 
dzchit, clzchit uttered in flight. Also has a bri ht, rather loud, 
wren-like song in the breeding season. Food: chi y aquatic insects 
and their larvae. 

e i  

NESTING: Season-April to June, at 5000 to 14,000 ft. altitude. 
Ned-a large, untidy ball of grass, leaves, weed stalks, etc., looking 
like a natural accumulation of flotsam debris. Placed on a ledge or 
in a crevice of rock on the bank of a torrent or islanded in it. Eggs- 
3 or 4, pure white. Size about 26X 18 mm. 

RACLAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREAIENTS, ETC: Sikkim 11ir.l~ are darker 
than the Kashrnir population, and go I~ettcr with tlle typical Palaczirctic race. 
The mutant (or colour dirnorph ?) sordidus, forrnerly considered a distinct 
species,-with throat anrl breast brown like head-has l)cm rccordrd fro111 
c. 15,000 ft. in Sikkim. 

A Sikkim specitrien measures: Wing 100; I i l l  22; tarsus 27; tail 53 mni. 
Iris hazel; bill I~laclr or brownish black; legs, feet and claws Idackish slaty 

brown. 

THE BROWN DLPPER 

Cir1clu.s pallasii tc~~rrirostris Bonaparte 
C i n c h  tsnuirostris Bonaparte, ISSO, Con.;]). Gcn. Av. 1 : 232, ex Gould 

MS. for Gould, Century of Birds, P I .  24-I-iimalayas. 

F.B.I. 2: 4 
LOCAL NAMES : Nambong-karriak (Lepcha); Chubia nakka (Bhutia). 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIET.D CHARACTERS: A sober, squat, chocolate-brown bird with 

small wings and stumpy tail; reminiscent of a large wren. Sexes alike. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Moderately common on all the larger streams 

and torrents from c. 1000 to 9000 ft. elevation, even in winter (Rang 
Martam, Gangtok, Chungtbang, Lachen, Lachung). Above this aE: 
tude replaced by the white-breasted species. 

DISTFUBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal and the western Himalayas 
to Kashrnir, Gilgit, Afghanistan. Chumbi Valley birds intergrade 
with dq ' e i  of Bhutan, Assam hills north of the Brahmaputra, N. 
Burma, N. Thailand. Another race in Formosa. 

The species has a wide Palaearctic range in Europe and Asia. 
GENERAL HABITS: Similar to those of the Whitebreasted Dipper. 

Usually solitary or separated pairs, on boulders or drift\~~ood in clear 
mountain streams. Upon alighting on a rock, jerkily droops wings 
and tail and does a quick bend-stretch on its legs. Dips into swirling 
torrent or miniature cascade and disappears for fifteen secoilds or 
more, often walking dong the bottom thus submerged. Surfaces and 
floats like a tiny mool-hen, sometimes whirled around like a coracle 



by the eddies. Frecjuently tli\~es again from floatil~g position like a 
dabchick. Jumps on to a rock, shakes the water off its plumage, bobs, 
curtseys and pivots. Call: a hi~rsh, shrill dzchit, dzcl~it heard above 
the roar of the water. A short, fr~ll  and rich song in bideetling season. 
Flight: reminiscent of clliail, on rapidly vibrating wings, low over the 
stream. Food: aquatic i~isects and larvae. 

N E s n N c  : Season-M;~rch-April or earlier. Nest-globular, of 
green moss lined with leaves etc., with lateral entrance. Placed in a 
cleft of rock or on an overhung ledge in a stream, close above spray. 
Eggs-4 or 5, white. Size about 27X 18 mm. 

R A C I ~ L  CII.L~ACTERISTICS, AIEASURE\IENTS, rrc:  The adjoining racc rlorjei 
of B h i ~ t a ~ ~  and e;~stnlard is consiclerably darker. 

The Fauna gives the measurements as: d Q Wing 93-101; bill 18-19; tarsus 
c. 28; tail 55-60 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and feet pale brown; soles yellow. 

Family PRUNELLIDAE : Accentors 

THE EASTERN ALPINE ACCENTOR 

Prunella collaris nipalensis (Blyth) 
Accentor nipalensis Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asint. Soc. Bangal 12: 958, 

c+ Hodgson-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2 :  188 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE: Between Span-ow and Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A fine-billed but otherwise sparrow-like brown 

and chestnut bird with greyish crown, narrowly barred white throat, 
and conspicuously white-tipped tail. 

Ahoce, greyish brown, more rufous on back and with broad black 
centres to feathers, producing a scaly pattern. Rump and upper 
tail-coverts rufous. Tail dark brown, tipped with lvfous and white. 
Wing-coverts greyish brown and dark brown, spotted with white. 
Wing quills dark brown, narrowly edged ,and tipped paler. Below, 
chin and throat white, closely barred with black. Sides of head and 
neck, and breast greyish brown. Rest of underparts deep chest- 
nut; middle of abdomen rufous-grey; under tail-coverts scalloped with 
white. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high elevation species, recorded by Schafer 
from c. 16,000 ft. in July and August (Gyagong). During winter 
months sometimes as low as c. 8000 ft., but seldom below (Lachen, 
Lachung, Karponang, Phalut, Sandakphu, Thangu, Gnatong, Changu). 
Affects rocky forest at high altitudes, and alpine country wit11 rock 
outcrops above the tree-line. 



u r s n u s u n o N  oursrue SMKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet. OtlLPr 
races in the westenl Iiimalayas, Tibet, Yunnan, Szecll\van, NIV. CIlilr;~. 

GENERAL IIABITS : K e g s  Sing1 or in small 1m)sc partic-s of 5 or 6, 
quietly 110 ping on the Fro"" Y like a housc-a1~;~rn~w, picki~lg i ~ p  
insects m i  seeds. Usria ly ve tame a ~ l d  co~llicli~~g. 111 wi~lter 
commonly seer) amidst village Xolrsrs m ~ d  ;dx)l~t tlrc i l l  stone 
parapets separating adjacent back yards and orcllards, e.g. at I,acl~c*lr, 
flying on to ledges of the roofs or window sills etc. wllerr di3ti1rl)ed. 
Normally silent, but utters a low chit-chittur \ Y I I ~ I I  ill yrt ics.  Song 
not adequately described, I ~ u t  said to be like that o thc Englisll 
Hedge-Sparrow or Dunnock. 

NESTING: Semorl-July-August. Nest-a well made cup of moss 
and grass, sometimes lined with a little fur. Placed under a rock or 
stone slab on a steep hillside, or in a crevice low down in a cliff-face. 
Eggs--3, beautiful deep blue, unmarked. Size about 25 x 16 mm. 

RACML CHARACTERISTIC<, MEASUIIEhlEZTS, L.TC::  'Th(. S ~ X ' C ~ C S  1'. cO//Uri .~ i5 
dderentiated from the next, F .  h imaluyc~r~u,  11). its uniformly grcyisll I~rown 
breast as against r~llous (with thc feathers cilged white) in thc latter. 

The adjoining \V. Himalayan race w11yi)rpcti is paler than rripulenois, snd 
less rufous. 

A specimen (8) collected by the Survey measures: Wing 97; bill 15; tarsus 
25; tail 66.5 mln. Schifer's Sikki~n series gives Wing 6 d d 97-104 (av. 97.6); 
4 9 9 93-98 (av. 05.2) mnl. 

Iris dark brown; bill black, 111.ight yellow at base and gape; legs and feet 
brownish flesh colour. 



THE ALTAI, or RUFOUSBREASTED, ACCENTOR 

Prultella Iti~tralnycr~t~a (Blyth) 
Accentor Aimalayantts Blyth, 1842, lottr. Asicrt. Soc. Betigul 1 1 :  

187-Himalayas. 

F.B.I. 2:  191 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ ~ S  : Above, forehead to hindneck greyish brown 

with dark streaks; a narrow pale grey supercilium. Back black with 
rufous edges to the feathers; rump pale greyish brown. Tail dark 
brown, edged with pale rufous and tipped with white. Wing- 
coverts black and mfous, ti ped with white. Wing quills blackish, P broadly edged with pale ru ous on secondaries. Below, chin, throat 
and foreneck white, spotted with brown at sides, bordered below by 
an indefinite short black collar; sides of neck greyish brown. Rest 
of underparts fem~ginous, the feathers edged with white, broadly 
on flanks and under tail-c0vert.s; middle of abdomen whitish. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high altitude species. Meinertzhagen 
obtained it at 11,650 ft. (Yumthang) in December (1925); there is a 
specimen in the Chicago Museum of Natural History collected by the 
Suydam Cutting Sikkim Expedition at Gnatong, c. 12,500 ft., in March 
(1931), and it breeds at even higher elevations. Does not normally 
descend below 8000 ft. in winter, but I once came across a flock of 
about 50 birds at 6800 ft. (between Chungthang and Lachung)- 
18 January 1953-which had doubtless been forced down temporarily 
by the severe snowstorms at higher levels during the previous 2 or 3 
days. (Lachen, Lachung, Karponang, Jeluk). Affects open stony 
country with dwarf rhododendron scrub etc. 

DIsnusunoN OUTSIDE S ~ U M  : The Altai Mountains, Turkestan, 
Afghanistan and eastward through Kashmir and Nepal to the Miri 
Hills and SE. Tibet. Ludlow did not come across it in Bhutan. 

GENERAL HABITS: In winter often forms large close-packed flocks 
which hop about and feed among the stones, flying up all at once 
when disturbed and perching close together in bare tree-tops like 
starlings at a roost. From here the flock launches into the air every 
now and again to wheel around and return to the perch in a way 
reminiscent of grandalas. The flock, whether in a tree or on the 
ground, keeps up a constant warbling twitter. Also reported to utter 
'very sweet notes on the wing'. 

NESTING: The nearest records (2) are from Yatung (14,000 ft.), 
7 May and 4 July. Nest-an untidy cup of grass, leaves, roots, etc., 
lined with wool. Placed at the base of a low bush, or in a hollo\v 
under a rock. Egg.s-deep blue, unmarked. Size abol~t 23 x 16 mm. 

RACIAL CHATIACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The rr~fous Ixen~ t  of this 
accentor, scalloped with while, distinguishes it r ~ n d i l ~  from P .  collnris in ~ v l ~ i c h  
the breast is a uniform greyish brown. 



The Survey specimens measure : 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 d d  94-97 13.5-14 22-22.5 55-57 mrn. 
2 9 Q 91-94 13.5 22 54-50 ~nm.  

Iris pale claret; bill blackish brown, yellow on co~nniissure at gape; legs and 
feet orange-brown; claws horny brown. 

Below each joint of the toes is a curiou pimplolike pad sudl as is also 
present in the Morr~rtai~l P i~ lc l~  ;Leucosticts ~temoricoln). Possibly an insulat- 
ing mechanism for hopping on snow? 

THE MAROONBACKED ACCENTOR 

Prunella in~maculutu (Hodgson) 
Accetl.tor imnlaculalits I-lodg\ou, 1845, l'roc. ~ 0 0 1 .  soc. ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ , ~ :  34-Ncljai, 

. ex Zool. Aliscell.: 83, 1841, ilom. rrccd. 

F.B.I. 2: 193 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD ~ X A F U ~ :  Ahom, forehead, crown and nape dark ashy, 

scalloped with white on forehead. Lores black; ear-coverts slaty 
brown. Upper back rufous olive-brown, changin to maroon on lower 
back and rump. Upper tail-coverts rufous olive- f~ rown. Tail greyish 
brown. Wing uills largely blackish, edged with rey. Below, ashy 5 brown; lower a domen, vent and under tail dar chestnut; thighs 
slaty. Sexes alike. 

f 
STATUS AND HABITAT : A high altitude species. According to Stevens 

'sparingly distributed and of irregular occurrence at elevations from 
7000 to 8000 ft. during wintei. Meinertzhagen obtained a sin le 
specimen at Phalut, 12,100 ft., on 9 January (1926), and during $e 
Survey Dr Biswas got another a thousand feet lower in the same 
locality on 29 December 1952). In summer up to 15,000 ft. or higher. 
Mects rhododendron an d conifer forest intenpersed with open grassy 
patches and rock outcrops. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SQWM: Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet, Yunnan, 
W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Gregarious in winter. Ludlow writes that it is 
'not only a ground bird but also a restless inhabitant of the summits 
of conifers w h p  it utters an oft-repeated monotonous two-syllabled 
call. I t  is a strong flier.' (Ibis, 1944: 192). 

NESTING: I cannot trace any specific breeding record for Sikkim 
though Stuart Baker (Nidification, ii: 1%) says 'it breeds in Sikkim at 
elevations of 10,800 ft. and upwards . . .' and he is doubtless correct. 
Semen-May to July. Nest-the ty ical untidy cup of grass, leaves, 
etc., lined with goat's hair and wmy. Built on or near the ground, 
at the base of a furze bush. E g g s 4  or 4, rarely 5, deep blue, 
unmarked. Size about 20 x 15 inm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERLSTICS, IIEASURE~IENTS, ETC: The ~urbtreaked maroon 
upper plumage of this nccc~~tor is d ia~~os t i c .  
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Three specimens (9 2 )  collecttrl in E. Nepal by Dr Dillon Ripley measwe: 
Wing 78-81; bill 12.5-13; tail 49.5-57 ~ n m .  

'Iris orange with a white inner ring; bill black; legs and feet pale brownish 
flesh.' 

THE ROBIN ACCENTOR 

Prrit~ellu rrrbeculoirles (Horsfield & Moore) 
Accer~tor rrtbec~iloitles klorsfield C;r Moore, 1854, Cut. Birds Mus. 

E. I. Co. 1 : 361-Ncpal. 

F.B.I. 2 :  193 
LOCAL NAME : Pl~oo-clliilg-p1~0 (Lepcha). 
SIZE : S~ZUSOW. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Abme, forehead, crown, nape gild sides of neck 

brown. Back and rump rufous-brown, the feathers with broad black 
centres. Upper tail-coverts olive-brown. Tail brown with pale edges. 
Wing-coveits brown, tipped with white; wing quills blackish, edged 
paler. Below, chin, throat, and sides of neck mottled ashy brown; 
breast dark fen-uginous. Rest of underparts whitish, the sides of 
abdomen and under tail streaked with rufous-brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high altitude species. Found by Meinertz- 
hagen at between 13,000 and 16,000 ft. (Thangu, Yumthang, Gyagong) 
even in winter-November, December. Schafer collected a large 
series including juveniles at o. 16,000 ft. (Gyagong) in July and August; 
also a specimen at 4000 ft. (Singhik) in October, which is an 
abnormally low limit for this bii-d. The Sikkim Survey obtained 
an example at 8500 ft. (Lachen) in February. Affects barren hillsides 
and typical windswept Tibetan plateau country in N. Sikkim, dotted 
with rounded furze (Camgana) bushes or 'hedgehogs'. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SWUM: The high Himalayas from the 
Afghan boundary and Garhwal through Nepal and Bhutan; Tibet, 
Hsifan Mountains to northern Nan-shan; Szechwan, Kansu, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS: Gregarious in winter like other accentors, but 
in smaller flocks. Usually fearless and confiding. Hops on ground 
stiffly like a sparrow, picking up seeds and insects. During the 
breeding season the only 'song' heard by me was a pleasant but 
feeble tililili. Whether the 'sweet little song' mentioned in the 
Fauna is a reference to the sanle or another is not clear. 

NESTING : Semen-June-July. Nest-an untidy cup of grass, weecl 
stems, etc. lined with hair. Placed on or near the ground within a 
furze 'hedgehog', or in a hollow in n bank. Eggs-normally 3, deep 
turquoise-or 'hedge-spi~rrow' blue. Size about 2 0 ~  16 mm. 

ItACIAL CHAnAC.TEI(ISl'ICS, bIr:ASUREMESl~S, 17.1'C:: Tile species is reitclily dis- 
tinguished from the otl~cr rt~fous-13reastec1 accentor, 1'. stroplliclttr, by the absence 
of a s~~percilium. Birds from Kashmir 311~1 the W. I-Iimnlnyas arc somewhat 
paler th;ul thosc Irom Ncbpal a~ltl Sikki111. 
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Stresemann measurcs Schifer's N. Sikkirn scrics as: Wing 15 d 75-84; 
7 9 i' 72-76 mm. 

'Iris whitey brown to clear pale bro\rm; bill blnck; legs ulld feet fleslly 
brown to h o r ~ ~ y  reddisll I)row~~; claws darker.' 

THE RUFOUSBREASTED ACCENTOR 

Prujlella strophiutu stroj)lziuia (Blyth) 
Accer~tor slrophic~tus Blyth, 1843, lour. Asiat. Soc. Bcirgal 12: 959, 

ex IIodgso~l MS.-Nepal. 

Plate 19, fig. 1 (facing p. 224) 

F.B.I. 2 :  196 
' LOCAL NAME : Phoo-ching-13110 (Lepcha). 

SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACT- : Ahme, lvfesce~it brown, boldly streaked with 

blackish. Sides of face dark brown; a conspicuous broad rufous 
supercilium (whitish anteriorly), bordered above with black. Sides 
of neck ashy, with blackish streaks. Tail brown. Wing quills 
brown, edged wit11 rufous: coverts white-tipped, forming a narrow 
wing-bar. Below, chin and tlu-oat white, with black spots at sides 
and base. Breast deep ferruginous, paling 011 flanks, and to whitish 
on abdomen and under tail. Sides of breast, flanks and abdomen 
boldly streaked with black. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AM) HABITAT: In winter sparingly between c. 5.500 and 
9000 ft. (Chungthang, Lachen, Lachung, Gangtok). SchBfer procured 
it in February (1938) at c. 12,000 ft. (Changu) and the Suyda~n Cutting 
Expedition at 12,500 ft. (Gnatong) in hlarch (1931). Blanford recorded 
it at 12,000 ft. in the Chola Range in September (1870). Sohrifer 
collected adults and juveniles at 13,000 ft. (Thangu), July-August. 
Breeds u p  to c. 16,000 ft. Mects forested hillsides as well as opener 
scrub growth of dwarf rhododendron, juniper, etc. in summer-a 
wetter biotope than other accentors. 

DISTIUBUTION OUTSIDE SI~(ICI~I: Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet. 
The adjoinin race imdoni stretches westward through Kashmir to 
the Afghan %oundaly. The species extends to tlle mountains of 
Szechwan, Kansu, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in pairs or small parties in suinlner to 
dwarf rhododendron and juniper covered hillsides. Fornls larger 
flocks in winter, then affecting opener country dotted sparsely with  
Berberis, Lonicera and such-like bushes. and the neighbourhood of 
fallow llill cultivation. The bird hops about uietly at the base of 
bushes, picking up seeds and inlrerts. Wleo aisturbed it works its 
way with great speed tlu-ough the tangles of thonly branches. and 
hops across to the next bush. When flushed it dives into cover abruptly 
after a sllort hedge-llopping flight. Normal note, a rather high-pitched 
tt6-r-r. In the breeding season tlle inale delivers a short pretty \men- 
like song, but less loud or penetrating. 



NESTING: Semo~t-May to July. Nest-a rather untidy cup of 
rass, moss and lichen neatly lined with fine dry grass, wool or 

feathers. Usually placed in a low bush. Eggs--3 or 4, beautiful 
turquoise or 'hedge-spa~~ow' blue. Size about 19x 14 mm. Both sexes 
incubate and feed the young. 

RACIAL CHARACI.I:RISTICS, ~ C E A S U R E M E N T S ,  ETC: The combination of rufous 
breast witlr prominent supel.ciliurn is clingnostic of this spccies. The \I/'. 
Himalayan race jerrlorli has a palec rufous breast, and greyish brown upper parts 
as against rufous-brown. 

The Sikkiln Sulvey specimens measure: 2 6 6 Wing 70-73; h l l  13, 13; tarsus 
20.5-22.5; tail 60, 60 mm. 

Schiifer's Sikkim skins give Wing 1 d 69, 3 9 9 64, 65, 66 mni. 
Iris dark orange-brown; bill horny brown, pale at chin and commissure at 

base O F  lower mnndible; legs and feet dusky orangc-bro\w; claws horny brown. 

Family MOTACILL~AE: Wagtails Pipits 

THE KANSU TREE-PIPIT 

Ruthus hotlgsorti berezowskii Zarudny' 
Arillllrs ntuculntus berczowskii Zarudny, 1909, Orn. Mor~atsb. 17: 41-SW. Kallsu. 

F.B.I. 3: 283 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
n E L D  CHARACTERS : A slim, sober-coloured, wagtail-like bird. 

Aboue, olive-brown, broadly dark-streaked, and with a prominent 
fulvous and white supercilium. Two narrow wing-bars. Below, 
fulvous white, streaked with black on throat and breast. Sexes alike. 

Pipits are all superficially very alike and the different species not 
easily or satisfactorily identified in the field. In the present case, 
moreover, three races evidently occur together in Sikkim in winter. 
Sight records as to subspecies, it unsupported by specimens, are 
therefore valueless. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: This, as determined by Stresemann, is the 
breeding race of Sikkim and Bhutan. Schafer collected a large series, 
including juveniles, on its breeding grounds at c. 13,000 ft. (Thangu) 
between 1 and 17 July. Also at Lachen (9000 ft.) in August; 
Chungth,mg A5000 ft.) in Novemben and Gangtok (6300 ft.) in 
December an January. The Sikkim Survey collected ten specimens 
between November and Feb~uary between 1000 and 6500 ft. (Rangpo, 

' Vnurie (1959, 'The Birds of the Piilacarctic F;IIIII;I: 68) co~~sidc.rc.d the r:~cc 
berezoroskii of questionable validity. Since then Hipley has also altered his vie\\. 
and merged this race with 11onii1i:itc lrotlgsorti ill  his Synopsis oT tlle Birds of 
India and Pakistan. 



Sillgtam, Teini, Rinchi~lpoi~g and above Cl~u~lgtllang) colnprising tile 
other two races, namely lwdgsoni aiid yurrr~rr~rerrsi~, wllich are abull- 
dant as passage migrants and winter visitors, first arrivin, in 
September. Schafer also pravred M g s o t ~ i  at Lachen (Sel3tem 'b er), 
Thangu (1 October) and Gangtok (10 December, 31 January, 2 and 
18 February, 1 March). Meinertzhagen found ldgsoni  abundant il l  

suitable country in Sikkiin between 5000 and 6ooo A. altitude, 
November to January. This appears to be the positjo~~ ill Sikkim- 
but far from clear. (For diagnosis of the races, their ranges and other 
details see Ripley, lour. Bombay Nat .  Hist. Soc. 47 (4): 622-627- 
1948, but see footnote above). 

GENERAL HABITS: Very wagtail-like. Loose parties or flocks affect 
upland pastures, fallow cultivation, mule paths and openings in forest, 
running about on the ground to capture tiny insects, flying up into 
trees when disturbed. Call: a sharp single tsee from time to time. 
In the breeding season the male rises n short ‘ f  istance in the air on 
quivering wings from a bare tree-top and volplanes back to his 

erch with wings and tail outspread, singing a pretty but wheezy 
Lk-like song. 

NESTING: Sea-May to July. Nest-a shallow cup of grass, 
roots and leaves, lined with her grasses. Placed in a depression at 
the base of a grass tuft or boulder. E g g s 4  or 4, variable, pinkish- 
or yellowish stone, or greyish, profusely speckled with reddish brown. 
Size about 22 x 16 inm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS,  .\IEASUHI<3IEI\'TS, ETC: Hind claw 110t ~xceeding 
lii~ld toe in 1engt.h; pale tip of inner web of penultimate tail feather very small- 
white; upper plumage greenish, streaked. 

Schafer's skins measure : 
Lerezowskii Wing 20 c: 9 78-86 (;Iv. 82.7) mm. 
/~odgsor~i 12 6 d 81-90 (;I\.. 85.0) mm. (Strese~nan~l). 

The Sikki~n Survey speci~nells measure: 
Wiug Bd Tarsus Tail 

A. 11.  hodgsor~i 5 d 0 31-86 13-14 21-22.5 55-64 ~nnl. 
A. 11. yui~rtai~eiisis 5 Q 84-35 13-1.5 21-22 58-04 mm. 

Iris brown: hill horny brown, paler on lower mandible; legs slid feet 
brow1lish Hesh colour; claws horny brown. 

THE VINACEOUSBREASTED, or HODGSON'S, PIPIT 

A11thu.y roseatus Blyth 
Ar~tlrris rosrutrts Blyth, 1847, lo~rr. Asint. Soc. Uetrgcrl 16: 437, 

ex Hodgson MS.-Nepal. 

srzn : Spai~ow.  
FIELD CHAHACTERS : Sl~itri)rer (hreehng) : Above, black, each feather 

edged with olive-brown. A broad villous pink supercilium. Below. 
2 0 
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chin, throat and breast vinous pink; rest of lower plumage fulvous. 
Sides of breast, and flanks, boldly streaked with black. Sexes alike. 
In winter the vinous pink is paler. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Breeds in the alpine zone in N. Sikkim 
between c. 12,000 and 16,500 ft. (Yumthang, Thangu, Gnatong, Gyag- 
ong, 'Kiang-Lager'). Mostly on passage at lower levels, September/ 
October and March/April, but some apparently stay behind 
even near the highest levels well into or throughout the winter. 
Obtained between October and April at Chungthang, Lachen, Gang- 
tok, Karponang. ln  summer affects upland pastures, glacier valleys, 
boggy meadows recently under snow, and moors above the tree-line. 

D I s T R I s u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Summer (breeding), central Asia, 
Afghanistan and throughout the high Himalayas, east to Kansu, 
Yunnan, etc. Winter, practically throughout N. India, Assam, N. 
Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS: On its alpine breeding grounds rather similar to 
A. h. berezorc;skii, includin the aerial nuptial display and song. 

NESTING: Semosz-main f y June-July. Nest and eggs-typical of 
the pipits, similar to those described; the latter also with the same 
wide range of variations. Size about 22 X 15 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Hind claw exceeding hind 
toe in length; sides of body coarsely streaked with black; axillaria and under 
wing-coverts primrose yellow. 

Schafer's Sikkim series measures: \.C7ing 10 d d 85-95 (av. 88.8): 3 9 9 83, 
87, 87 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny black, paler on lower manhble; legs and feet brownish 
flesh colour; claws darker. 

Schafer collected 7 examples of BLYTH'S PIPIT, Anthus godlewskii 
(Taczanowski) = striolatm Blyth, at Lachen (9000 ft.) between 4 and 
18 September 1938, evident1 on southward passage from its breed- 
ing grounds in Transbaika 1 ia over Tibet to Assam and Burma. 
Stresemann measures these ($ 9 )  as: Wing 88-97 (over 90 mm. in 
5); tarsus 25-28; hind toe 11-12; hind claw 10-12 (once 14) mm. 

Blanford found this pipit common in clearings a little below 
7000 ft. in early September, and also at Phalung, above 15,000 ft. 
(N. Sikkim) in the beginning of October (c .  1870). 

RECOGNITION: Aboce, brown with broad dark centres to the 
feathers. Below, fulvous, faintly streaked on breast and anterior 
flanks. Hind toe about equal in length to hind claw. 



HODGSON'S PIED WAGTAIL 

hlotucillu u l l ~ u  alboitles. I-lodgsorr 
Alultrcillu olboides Hodgson, 1836, Asia!. Reu. 18: 16)l-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 3 :  262 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow; with longer tail. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A slim, liaridsome, black-iund-white bird see11 

on rocks and shingle beds ill streams, coristantly waggirrg its tail up 
and down. Sexes more or less alike. 

Su~nnler: Aboue, forehead broadly ~vllite; crown, ear-coverts arrd 
rest of upper parts black, with a broad white wing-band. Tail black 
\vlt11 outer pair of feathers white. Heloto, chin, throat and breast 
black; rest of lower plumage white. 

Winter: Aboue, dark grey; ear-coverts black. Below, cllin and 
throat white or mottled with white. The I~rtrad wing-hand usually 
prominent. 

I11 winter plumage difficult to tell from the Masked Wagtail 
(M. 0. perscmata) which may turn up in Sikkim on passage. Lcss 
easily confused with the Indian White Wagtail (M. a. dukhunetwis)- 
also a possible passage migrant-the eu-coverts of the latter being 
consistently white at all seasons. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Sparing winter visitor to the lower reaches 
of the Teesta and other ri\~ers, c. 1000 ft. (Rangp, Singtam). Blanford 
obtained it at c. 12,000 ft. altitude (Lachung Valley) in September. 
Schafer collected specimens July to November in N. Sikkim between 
c. 9000 and 16,500 ft. (Lacher], Thangu, Gyagong), including juveniles 
in July and August. Betts observed Pied Wagtails, presumably this 
species, at 12,000 ft. (Yakthang) in May-pairs occupying territories 
and evidently about to breed. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Suinttzr (breeding) : the high 
Himalayas from Gilgit through Kashmir, Nepal and Bhutan to E. 
Tibet; Szechwan, Kansu, etc. 

GENERAL HABITS : Pairs, or small scattered parties (in winter), affect 
rocks and shingle banks in and along stretches of clear mountain 
streams where comparatively placid. The birds run about with quick 
mincing steps, wagging their tails, picking up tiny insects and molluscs 
cast up by the spray and ripples; sometimes wading in, and 
occasionally springing up a few feet in the air to capture winged 
prey. Fliglat: characteristic of the wagtails, a series of dipping cun7es 
l~roduced by a few rapid wing beats alternated with n short pause. 
It is accompanied by sharp clziclzip, cltichip notes. 

NESTING: Not specifically recorded in Sikkim, but season evidently 
from inid-May to July. Nest-n fairly bulky cup of grass, roots, etc. 
lined with wool or hair. Placed in a hole or pocket under a boulder, 
or iunongst flots;un washed up on an islet amid stream. E g g s 4  
or 5, white, freckled and spotted with reddish brown, more densely 
at the broad end. Size about 22x 16 mm. 



IIACML CHAIIACTENSllCS, hlEASUnEhll?N'I'S, E'1.C: S~ll~llt!l . '~ SPC 'C~I I IC ' I~S  IrOlll 
N. Sikkiln measure: M'ing 5 ad. $ 3  89-97 (av. 94.0); 3 9 9 84, W, 86 rnul. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, lcet and claws black. 

Schafer procured specimens of S ~ I N H ~ E ' S  WHITE WAGTAIL 
(Rlotacilla albu baicale~tsis Swinhoe) in N .  Sikkim, a t  Lachen (9000 ft.) 
and 'Kiang-Lagei (16,500 ft.) in September and October, evidently 
on passage from their E. Siberian breeding grounds to their winter 
quarters in S. China etc. They measure: Wing 3 dd 90, 95, 98; 
2 Q Q 88, 89 mm. (Sbesemann). 

This race is supel-ficially very close to Rl. a. persot~atu Gould (grey- 
backed, with black ear-coverts), but in summer plumage always re- 
tains the white cl-Li11, and the white forecrown extends further back 
to almost behind the eyes. The two are indistinguishable in the field 
in winter. 

THE LARGE PIED WAGTAIL 

Rlotacilla maderaspatensis Gmelin 
Motacilla maderaspa te~~s i s  Gmelin, 1789, Syst. Nat. 1 (2): 961-India (=Maclras). 

Large Pied Wagtail I-Iodgson's Piecl Wagtail 
About two-thirds 

F.B.I. 3: 263 
LOCAL NA- : 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
n E L D  CHARACTERS: Similar to Hodgson's Pied Wagtail, but some- 

what larger. The 11luck of the crown extends in a narrow point 
down the forclle,ld to 1)ase of bill, parting the broad white supercilia. 
(I11 a. alhoicles the forehead is 1)roiitlly white, unbroken in the middle). 
The white wing-band is nnrro\ver :u~d  less arresting. 111 the female 
the black portions are duller aild browner. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not colnmon. Met with only on the Teesta 
River at Rangpo, o. 1200 ft.-Noveml~er to April; 110 data tl~creafter. 
Presumably resident at low nltitutles. 

DISTRIBUTION 0UTSII)E S I R K I h I :  TI~.0llg11011t tllr Hilllalayas ~ l p  to 
c. 2000 ft. elevatioii, ancl the entire 111dia1l U~~io i l  excepting Assam. 

GENERAL HABITS : Non-migratory. Normally keeps in 1);lirs to clear, 
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rocky. plilcirl streilnls, t ; r ~ ~ k ~ ,  : r l l t l  ~.c.$c~r\.oirs. 11;1s ;I 11111nI)cnr of p l t * i i ~ -  
ing whistling calls, ;and n sweet hfagpic. Ho1)ili-like song il l  the hrcrd- 
ing season. Food ctc. ;IS of ot11c.r wagtails. 

N c s n N c :  Not reo>rcllrd in Sikkim. Ned-a c l l p - s h a d  pad o: 
rootlets, I~air, wool, etc. r~ndcr a projecting rock or girders of a jr~dge 
or among the rafters of ;I d\velling ]loose-always near water. Eggs- 
3 or 4, greyish-, brownish-, or greenish white blotclied and streaked 
with various shades of brown. Size a l ~ o ~ ~ t  2 2 X  16 mm. 

RACIAL CILAnACTElllS7'IC:S. hIF.AsClr.lihfFY.I'S. 1 c . 1 ~ :  F n ~ ~ n a  gives dl#. 
measuremel~ts (d  9) as: LVi~ll: 97-103; ! > i l l  14-15; tarst~s 25-28; tail 85-105 n m .  

Specimens collecled ! ~ y  I l r  Uis\vils at R a ~ ~ g p o  give Wing 2 o? 90, 95 mm. 
Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and cl;1\4.s l,l;~ck. 

THE EASTERN GREY WAGTAIL 

Motmilla c~.sjrica mqn'ca (Gmelin) 
Parus cnspicus Gmelin, 1744, Rdse d. Huss. 3, p1. 20, fig. 2 :  104- 

Enzeli on the southern shore of the Caspian Sea. 

F.B.I. 3:  265 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow; slimmer, with longer tail. 
FELD C H A R A ~ R S  : Male (winter) : Ahme, hlue-grey with d ive  

tinge. Faint wlutish supercilia and moustachial streaks. Rump 
greenish yellow. Tail largely white and black. Below, chin, throat, 
breast and underparts buffy white, yello\v on vent and under tail- 
coverts. Sexes alike in winter plumage. 

n4ale (summer) : Above, darker and more slaty grey. Supercilia 
and moustachial streaks whiter and more prominent. A white wing- 
patoh at base of inner secondaries. Below, chin, throat, and upper 
breast black; rest of underparts blight yellow. 

F e d  (summer): Supercilia and moustachial streaks less p m i -  
nent. Black of chin and throat mottled with white. Yellow under- 
parts less bright than in male. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Apparently not breeding in Sikkim. An un- 
common passage migrant in small numbers southward in September, 
retunling in April, though a few may overwinter a t  moderate ele- 
vations. Schafer obtained specimens at Lachen (9000 ft.) on 14 and 
17 September, and at Gangtok (6300 ft.) on 20 and 30 December 
and 15 January. Between November and April the Sikkim Survey 
only came across a single example at Martam (c. 2000 ft.-21 
December) at a seepage trickle along the motor road. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Stcmmm (breeding). eastern N. Asia 
south to Mghanistan and the Himalayas, a t  least in Kashmir and 
Garhwal. U'inter, hilly biotope throughout the Indian Union, both 
Pakistans, Burma, Ceylon, the Andamans and hlalaysia. 

CFBEFIAL HABITS: Like other wagtails, but solitary and unscwiable. 
Normally met with singly, widely separated from the next of its kind, 
and not in association with other wagtails. 



HACIAL C.I~ARAC.L.ERISI.LCS, A.IEASUAE~IL;N~.S, E.I.C. Schater's Sikkim specimens 
measure: Wing/tail 1 d 83/08; 4 1' 9 78/85; 80/90; 80/92; 82/92 mm. 
(Strese~nanll). 

Iris brown; bill 11or11y brown, paler at chin iuld co~nmissure; legs and feet 
brownish flesh colour; claws dusky. 

THE BLACKBACKED YELLOWHEADED WAGTAIL 

A!otucilln citreola calcaratu Hodgson 
Afotcrcillo rnlca~~atci Hodgson, 1836. Asiut. Res. 19: 190--Nepal. 

F.B.I. 3 : 274 
LOCAL NAMES : Ane-kegah; Ani-chepta (Tibetan). 
SIZE : Sparrow; slimmer, with longer tail. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Male (summer) : Aboue, head and neck bright 

lemon yellow. Rest of upper plumage deep black, with some white 
in wings and tail. Beloto; bright lemon yellow or canary yellow. 

Fentale: similar but paler overall. Upper plumage brownish 
black; yellow parts sometimes almost whitish. 

Male (winter): Above, forehead, a broad supercilium and sides 
of head yellow; crown dark olive; back grey. A dusky line through 
eye. Below, yellow; breast more or less mottled with dusky. 

Fenlale: similar in general but duller. Yellow forehead vely 
narrow making the whole head dark olive with a yellow tinge. 

Various other species of yellow wagtails are likely to  occur as 
passage migrants in Sikkim. In winter plumage they are difficult to 
identify in the field. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Breeds at high altitudes. Schafer collected 
a good series in N. Sikkim at c. 16,000 ft. (Gyagong) on 10 August. 
Also specimens at 'Kiang-Lager' 116,500 ft.) on 1 October, and at 
Lachen (9000 ft.) on 11 September and 14 and 15 October. All 
the August specimens were in breeding plumage; the others in 
winter or juvenile dress. 

Not met with by the Survey or other investigators between 
November and April, so it evidently does not ovenvinter in Sikkim. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Summer (breeding), central Asia, 
Iran, Afghanistan, and the Himalayas eastward to  Sikkim, and Tibet. 
Winter, N. India south to Kutch, east to extreme E. Assam. Also 
Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS: A water wagtail, keeping in pairs to  swamps and 
little streams meandering through grassy upland meadows. Other- 
wise not different from other wagtails. 

N E s n N c  : Season-June to July/August. Nest-a neat cup of grass 
and roots, thickly lined with wool and hair. Placed at the base of a 
small bush or in soft lush grass on a waterlogged meadow. Eggs--3 
to 5, greyish stone or pale khaki, with darker stippling. Size ahout 
21 X 15 mm. 



the possibility that the I>reeding population of high Sikkilll lnay he dih~letl  in 
autumll by passage nliprants of the E. Siberian 11olni11:1tc r;\cc.. I n  tvi~ltcl. 
plumage, this is diHicult to differentiate save maybe by its slightly longer wings and 
tail, and relatively somewhat shorter tarsus. Thus he considers it possible 
that 3 of Schifer's mid-Octoller skins may belong to true citreolu. 

Schifer's Sikkini series measures : 
Wing Bill 

1 0  ad. d d 82-84 (av. 83.3) 13-15 (av. 13.8) rnm. 
4 ad. 0 9 78, 76, 76, 78 13-13.5 mm. 

Iris dark brown; hill, legs, feet and claws black. 

Family LANIIDAE : Shrikes 

THE BROWN SHRIKE 

Lajzius cristdzls cristatus Linnaeus 
Lnnius cn'datus Linnaeus, 17.58, Syst. Nat., 10th ed., I :  93-Bengal. 

F.B.I. 2 :  300 
LOCAL NAMJi:: 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Adult: Abave, reddish brown with white fore- 

head and supercilium. A black line from lores through eyes to ear- 
coverts. Tail mfous-brown. Wings brownish black, edged rufous; 
without white 'mirror'. Below, chin, throat and cheeks white. Rest 
pale fulvous, richest on flanks. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommon. According to Stevens a winter 
visitor to the hills and valleys of the Sikkim Himalayas at moderate 
elevations, chiefly on passage to the Indian plains. The Sikkim 
Survey came across it only once at Rinchinpong, c. 5000 ft., in January. 
Not recorded by Meinertzhagen or Schifer. 

DrsTRIsunoN OUTSIDE SMICI~X : Summer, throughout Siberia from 
Lake Baikal to Karnchatka. Winter, peninsular India, Ceylon, 
Burma, Thailand, etc. Together with other races, ranges widely over 
SE. Asia in winter. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical of the shrikes. Rather crepuscular. 
RACIAI. CHARACTERLSTICS, A.IEASUREAENTS, ETC: The  only Sikkim Survcy 

specimen ( 9  j measures Wing 88; bill 17; tarsus 25.5; tail 84.5 mrn. 
Iris brown; upper n~andihle horny browvn, flmh coloured at gape; lower 

mandible flesh coloured, horny 11rown nt tip; legs, feet and c1au.s dark horny 
brown. 



THE GHEYBACKED SIiHIKE 

Luriiu.~ tephrortotrrs le~d~rorrotu .~  (\'igors) 
Co//urio tephrot~ohrs Vigors, 1831, l'roc-. Zoo/. Soc. Lorldorr: 19-Him;llayas. 
Restricted by Stuart Raker, 1924, to Gyantse, Tibet (F.B.I.  2 :  297); correctetl 
by Mayr, 1947, to 'Foothills of the Himalayas near Darjeeling \vhere I~reecling 
birds of the C.y;untse district ]nay be  expected in winter'. (Jotrr. Ron~bn!l ATut. 

Hist. Soc. 47: 127.) 

Plate 14, fig. 1 (facing p. 145) 

F.B.I. 2:  297 
LOCAL NAMES : Sakrik-pho (Lepcha); Totem (Bhutin); Bhadraya 

or Bagaha-tentha (Nepali). 
SIZE: Between Bulbul and Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A h w ,  forehead and a broad band through 

eyes to ear-coverts black. Crown, nape, hindneck and back dark 
leaden grey. Rump and upper tail-coverts rufous. Tail chestnut- 
brown. Wings black, rarely with a small white patch or 'mirror'. 
Below, rufous; paler on abdomen. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high elevation shrike, breeding at 10,000 
to 15,000 ft. in the Tibetan facies of N. Sikkim. Descends lower 
in winte?.. Recorded, November to April, at Rangpo, Singtam, 
Martam, Chungthang, Gangtok, Lachung. Schafer collected speci- 
mens, including juveniles, at Chungthang, Lachen, Thangu-June 
to September (1938). Blanford found it common at Laohung, 8000- 
9000 ft., at the beginning of September (1870) but absent three weeks 
later. 

Affects open scrub and secondary growth in and about abandoned 
hill cultivation clearings. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Garhwal through Nepal and Bhutan 
to SE. Tibet, Yunnan, Szechwan, Koko Nor. The high Himalayas 
west of Garhwal, and W. Tibet, are occupied by the paler race 
lahulensis. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps singly or in widely separated pairs, in 
feeding territories where intlusion by others of its kind is actively 
resented. Usually excessively wary and difficult to approach. When 
disturbed, drops from its bushtop, flies with rapid wing beats flat 
along the ground, and sweeps upward to perch on another vantage 
point some distance away. Has the typical harsh cries, mimicry, song 
and behaviour. 

NEsnNc : Season-May-June. Nest-a deep, untidy, bulky cup 
of thorny twigs and grass mixed, matted and neatly lined with hair, 
wool, etc. Placed in a small tree or fair-sized bush. Eggs-3 to 6, 
variable, mostly greenish white spotted with purplish brown, especially 
at the broad end. Size about 25 x 19 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERIS'ITCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: l'he western race /tlllliletlsis 
has the mfous in the upper parts more extensive, ant1 the g ~ ~ y  p:nlcr, A white 
\\ping ~nirror is almost nlnrays present. 



'l'lic SikLi111 S~~rvc*y s p c c i ~ ~ i c ~ ~ ~ s  ( 1  ( J ,  I o?) lll(bastlrt~: \+'111g !)5-101; l ~ ~ l l  ?I-?:]: 
tarsus 28-29.Fj; tail 103- 1 1 1 Inm. 

Scliiifer's sc.ric.s 1ro111 N.  SiLki~ll arltl S .  1'illc.t gi1.c.: 
\Viillg 13i l l  

8 d d 97-10.5 105-1 19 111111. 

5 9 7 98-104 1 10-1 12 m ~ n .  
Iris brown; bill horny browr~ or I~litck, paler at base of loulcr ma~i(lil,lc; legs, 

feet and claws horny black. 

THE BLACKHEADED SHRIKE 

Lanius .schoclz tricolor (Hodgson) 
Collurio tricolor Iiodgson, 1837, Ind. Review 1 :  446-ne4trictcrI to 

K:cthm;~nd~l. Nepal \':tllc.y. 

F.B.I. 2: 292 
LOCAL NAME : Sakrik-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Between Bulbul and Myna, with a relatively longer tail. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S  : General aspect suggestive of a miniature hawk. 

Typical stout, hook-tipped shrike bill. A small white patch or 
'mirror' on blackish wings, particularly conspicuous in flight. A b m ,  
crown, sides of head, nape and hindneck black. Upper back ashy, 
changing to light dlestnut on rest of upper plumage. Tail black, 
tipped and margined with rufous. Belozc, cheeks, chin, and throat 
white shading to pale rufous on breast and to bright rufous on rest of 
lower plumage, excepting abdomen which is whitish. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Not common. Recorded by the 
Sikkirn Survey at elevations between 4000 and 6000 ft. in winter- 
November to April (Temi, Dentam, Chungthang, Gangtok). Col. 
Meinertzhagen also found it at Lachung, c. 7000 ft., in  December. 
Affects open scrub country in and about terraced cultivation. 

DISTRIBU~ON OUTSIDE S~KKIM: The Himalayas from Garhwal to 
eastern Assam; Manipur, Burma, N. Thailand, Yunnan. The species 
is widely distributed wer  the Indian, Indocllinese and Millaysian sub- 
regions. 

GENERAL HABITS: Shy and very vigilant. Keeps singly, perched 
upright on a bushtop maintaining a sharp look-out for crawling prey- 
grasshoppers, lizards, young mice, etc. Swoops to the ground and 
carries it off in its bill to the same or another perch nearby, 
where it is held down underfoot and tom to pieces with the hooked 
bill before being devoured. Utters harsh grating notes. Has a 
pretty, rambling song in the breeding season, delivered from a bush 
in the nature of a soliloquy. Is also a very accomplished mimic of 
other birds' calls. 

NESTING : Season-May-June. Nest-a large massive cup of 
feathery grasses, grass stems, thorny twigs, etc. lined with grass, roots 
ancl fibres. Placed in shn~bs, bamboo clumps or small trees up to 
nl,ont 20 f t ,  from thc gronnd. Egg.?-4 to 6. vnl-inhle, pink to buff 



reen, blotched and spotted with grey-brown, reddish brown 
or Or purp 7. ish brown, more densely at the broad end. Size about 
24 X 18 mm. 

nACIAL CHARACTEIIISTICS, hlEASULIEh.IEKh;.l'S, ETC:  A ~pecilllell ( d )  collected 
by the Sikkim Sr~rvey measures; Wing 96; bill 21; tarsus 29; tail 118 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim specimens give : 
Wing Tail 

3 d d 95-99 117-122 mm. 
2 9 9 92-93 114 (1) mm. 

Iris brown; bill black, flesh coloured at base of lower mandible; legs, feet 
and claws brownish black. 

Fami ly  AHT.~~.III).AE : Swallow-Shrikes 

THE ASHY SWALLOW-SHRIKE 

Artamus fuscus Vieillot 
Artamus fuscus Vieillot, 1817, Nouv. Dict. d'Hist. Nst., nouv. 

Cd., 17 : 297-Bengal. 

F.B.I. 2 :  348 
LOCAL NAME : Silliangchi-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulbul. Dumpier. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S :  A sleek, dark slaty grey bird with aler (almost 

whitish) rump and underparts. Tail short, square-endez slaty black 
ti ped with white. Wings long, pointed, reaching to end of tail R w en closed. Heavy, somewhat sparrow-like, bluish bill. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: According to Stevens, a summer visitor to 
the Sikkim Himalayas up to about 5500 ft, elevation-arriving in the 

RungbOnf Valley in late March or early April, and departing in the 
first wee or later in October. Between November and May the 
Sikkim Survey came across it only once at c. 4500 ft. (between Kewzing 
and Pemionche) on 30 March-a party of about 15 hawking over 
terraced cultiv a t' lon. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S I K K I ~ I  : Ceylon, and all India east of a line 
from Godhra (in Gujarat) to Simla; Assam, Burma, Thailand to 
Yunnan and W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Parties perch on bare tree-tops, often huddled 
together, and launch olit in the air singly, in twos and threes, or 
all together, to hawk winged insects like bee-enters, returning to 
the foraging base in a wide circle. Flight: rapid wing beats 
followed by a graceful glide; very swallow-like. While perched, tail 
constantly moved up and down slowly and screwed from side to 
side. Call: a harsh, shrike-like chek-chek-chek. F o d :  winged 
insects, largely butterflies. 

NESTING: Gammie fol~nd it breeding in ' Sikkim ' at 3500 ft. 



Semon-April-May. Nest-a loosely built cup d grass, roots and 
fibres, on a horizontal bough, or in a depression in the stump of a 
tall dead tree, 30 to 40 ft. u . Eggs-2 or .3, greenish white spotted 
with light brown chiefly at t R e broad end. Size about 23X 17 mm. 

ItACIAL C:HAHAC1'EItISTICS, hiEASUREXIENTS, ETC : The Fauna give5 for d 3 
Wing 126-138; bill 18-19, tarsus 17-18; tail 59-64 rnm. 

Iris brown; bill bluish grey, black at tips of both mandihles; leg\ and fcet 
slaty; claws black. 

Family DICRIJRJDAE : nrongos 

THE HIMALAYAN GREY DRONGO 

Dim.w.s 2eucopl1aeu.s hqwootl i  Baker 
Dicrurus leucophaer~s kopwcodi Baker, 1918, Nozjit. Zool. 25 : 29GDacca .  

F.B.I. 2 :  362 (=steuensi) 
LOCAL NAMES : Sahim or Sahim-pho (Lepcha); Che-chum (Bhutia). 
SIZE : Bulbul+ , with a longer tail. 
FELD CHARACTERS : A slim and agile, glossy steel grey bird with a 

long deeply forked tail. If othenvise in doubt, the ruby-red iris is 
diagnostic. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. Resident up to c. 9000 ft. 
in summer, with a slight seasonal altitudinal movement (Rangp,  
Martarn, Singhik, Dentam, Rinchinpong, Kewzing, Cangtok, Lachen). 
Affects open forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The eastern Himalayas from 
(where i t  intergrades with the W. Himalayan-Indian 

Iongzcazc Dar i ee l i~  a t u ~ ) ,  Bhutan to Assam, Bumla, Thailand, etc. The 
species, in several races, is widespread in the Indochinese and 
Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS: Arboreal and insectivoro~us. Keeps singly or in 
scattered pairs, perched on bare tree-tops and other points of 
vantage, on the look-out for insects. Numbers collect where food 
is plentiful, as for example where there is a hatch of winged termites 
emerging. Takes prey inostly in the air like a flycatcher; sometimes 
swoops with great agility and gives determined chase to a locust or 
moth. Commonly associates with the mixed hunting parties in 
forest. Rather crepuscular; often hunts till well after s u n d o ~ ~ n .  
Very fond of flower nectar, and commonly seen at Erythrii~a and 
crimson Rhododendron flowers. Has a variety of harsh challenging 
notes, as well as some pleasant musical ones. I t  is also a very good 
mitnic of other birds' calls. 

NESTING : Sea.sot~-April to June. Nest-a lightly built saucer of 
grass and weed-stems etc. bound with cobwebs. Cradled in a hori- 
zontal fork of a branch or bamboo stem, 10 to 30 feet up. E g g s 4  



or 4. \lari:~l)lc,. r~hicfly wl~it isl~ spottcb(l \\,it11 I)row~~isll red. S i ~ v  about 
26 X 18 mm. 

: \ A L  : 1 1 1 4 r H s c : s ,  1 : s : l s  1 :  '1';11c'r ;11)ov<! ;111~1 1 ) , ' 1 ~ 1 \ \ '  

than lot~~icr~trlntrts,  tail ilverilges ;I little shortc.1. al~cl It-ss tlc\c.ply I'orkctl' ( \ ' ;~t~ri , l ) .  

A Sikkim Srlrvcy specimen (8) meastlrr.;: Wing 148; I ~ i i l  29; tarsrls 20; inner 
tail 104; outer tail 153 mnl. 

Scliiifzr's Sikkim skins give Wing/Outer tail 8 (3 d 138/154, 140/160, 
141/153, 141/155, 141/153, 148/168, 145/160, 145/165; 3 3 3 129/1%; 
130/129, 132/- mln. 

Iris crimson; bill, legs, feet and claws 1)lnck. 

THE BRONZED DRONGO 

Dicrwrus aerle~rs aet1eu.s Vieillot 
Dicrrrrus aerrerrs Vieillot, 1817, Nouv. Dict. d'Hist. Nat., nollv. dd., 

9 :  586; based on Levaillant, Ois. Afr., pl. 176-Bengal. 

F.B.I. 2: 368 
LOCAL NAME : Chaptia (Nepali). 
SIZE: Bulbul; with longer tail. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A small black drongo, highly glossed all over 

with bronzy green and blue. Very like the familiar Black Drongo of 
the Indian plains, but appreciably smaller and with the tail less 
deeply forked. Bill broad and flattened like a flycatcher's. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. Resident u p  to at least 
6000 ft. (Rangpo, Martam, Dentam, Kewzing, Rinchinpong, Gangtok). 
Affects evergreen forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: The Himalayas from about 
Mussooree east through Nepal and Bhutan to E. Assam; Manipur, 
Burma, Thailand, etc. Patchily in the wetter forests of peninsular 
India from Khandala (W. Ghats) to Bastar (Madhya Pradesh), Orissa, 
and Andhra south to  Kerala. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical of the drongos as described under the 
foregoing. Essentially a forest bird, keeping singly to the neighbour- 
hood of trails and similar openings. Partial to flower nectar and 
commonly seen in attendance on Eythrina and Snlmalia (=Bomb&) 
blossoms. Has a large repertoire of loud musical calls, and is an 
accomplished mimic. 

NESTING : Season-April-May. Nest-like the other drongos', a 
neat shallow cup of fibres etc. bound with cobwebs. Secured in the 
fork of a slender horizontal branch 10 to 15 feet from the ground. 
Eggs-3 or 4, whitish pink to salmon pink, with a ring or cap of tiny 
reddish pink spots at the broad end. Size about 21 x 16 mm. Both 
sexes share all the domestic chores. 

RACIAI, CHARACTERIS~CICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: A Sikkim Survey specimen 
(ad. 9 )  measures: Wing 11.9; I~ill 21.5; tarsus 13; tail 89/124 mln. A 
felnale in juvc,~~ilr pltrr~inge ol)tninc,tl hv Scliiifer a t  C.;rngtok (20 Jl~ly)  II ; IS  



Wing 120 111111. Thc Faulra givuh the M'ilig range of this race ( d  9) as 115-132 
(av. c. 124) mm. 

Iris brown; bill, legs, feet and claws I~lack. 

THE HAIRCRESTED, or SPANGLED, DRONGO 

Dicruru.~ hotter~tottus hotlerrtottu.~ (Lin~~aeus) 
Corvus hottetrtottus Linnaeus, 1766, Syst. Nat., ctd. 12, 1 : 1 5 5 2 a p e  of 
Good Hope (errore). Hestricled to Cliai~de~.~lagor I,y Stresernann, 1952, 

Ibis 94: 517. 521. 

F.B.I. 2: 370 (part) 
LOCAL NAMES : Povong-pho Lepcha); Kesya, Jobraj (Nepali). 
SIZE : Myna; with longer tai \ . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S  : A highly metallic green-glossed and spangled 

black drongo with very slightly forked (almost s uare-cut) tail, curled 
upward on its lateral extremities. A h s y  tu 7 t of a few hair-like 
feathers from forehead lyin backward over hindcrown and upper 
back (visible with binocular$. Bill long, pointed and conspicuously 
downcurved. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: The commonest drongo at low and medium 
elevations. Resident up to about 6000 ft. (Rangpo, Martam, Rongli, 
Dikchu, Kewzing, Rinchinpng, Gangtok). Affects open forest, 
particularly about terraced cultivation in valleys. 

DISTRZ~UTION OUTSLDE SIKKIM : The Himalayas from about Murree 
eastward tlwough Nepal and Bhutan to E. Assam and NW. Yunnan. 
Peninsular India in the Western Ghats, hladhya Pradesl~, Orissa, 
Chota Nagpur, Andhra, hladras, hlysore, Kerala, East Pakistan. The 
species, in numerous other races, has a wide range: Burma, Thailand, 
Malaysia, China, Philippines and across to New Guinea and 
Australia. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical, but it is pre-eminently a nectar eater. 
Invariably present, sometimes in numbers, at flowers of Eythn'na, 
Salnuzlio, and numerous other species, and plays an important part 
in their cross-pollination. Besides nectar, it eats large insects. Has 
the ust~al loud calls, some ha~-sli, others musical, and it is also an 
excellent mimic. 

On one occasion a close-packed gathering of 20 or more of these 
drongos was obseived mobbill a nlai-ten up in the forest canopy, 

fi 3 dog ing his movements from m ranch to branch with an a itated, T crea y swearing which sounded like shrieks of the Blosson~ leaded 
Parakeet. Havin ~ u t  the marten to rout, the birds flew off in a flock 
like grackles, anf  later dispersed in ones and twos. Sodl a large 
assemblage m11st ha\ e collected froin over a \7e13~ wide area, ~>erliaps 
'siiowl~alling' as they went. 

NESTING : S~mot~-\lay-Jl~iie. h'r~t-:I Inrgish sllallo\v cup of 
fibres, grasses and fine twigs loosely ceinellted together with cob\veb. 
Placed in the end fork of a horizontal branch or on the upper surface 



of a bougl~, 1,5 to SO ft, up. Eggs-3 or 4, pale creamy to sallllon 
colour, covered with longitudinal reddish blotches. Size about 
30 X22  mm. 

RACI.4L CHARACTEHISTICS, hlCASUl l l~h lEN'I '5 ,  E X : :  Himal:~y;lll birtls :Ire sliglltly 
larger in every mens~lrernent than southrrn populations. Four 3 d collected Ily 

the Sikkin~ Survey measure : \Villg 16-3-173; bill 4 1 4 3 :  tiirsus 96.5-99: in11c.1. 
tail 118-134; outer tail 131-156 Inln. 

Stresemann gives for Schiifer's Sikki111 skins Willg/Illncr tail 3 d J 162/117, 
1671-, 168/195; 1 9 168/129 Inln. 

Iris browll; bill, legs, feet and cla\vs 11orlly 1)l:lck. 

:crested, or Sp:inglccl, Drongo 
About oncfifth 

Indi,ln Lesxr Racket-tailed Drollgo 
About one-fifth 



' T H E  I N L I I A N  L E S S E R  R A C K E T - T A I L E D  D H O N C O  319 

THE INDIAN LESSER RACKET-TAILED DRONGO 

Dicrulrus re~tufer tectirostris (Hodgson) 
Bl~rirrgu tectirostris Hodgson, 1838, Ind. Ret;. 1 : 325-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 2: 375 
LOCAL NAMES : Nambong punnong (Lepcha); Poyadi yapo (Bhutia). 
SIZE : Myna; with a long tail. 
FIELD CHAMCTERS : A highly purple-and-green glossed black, un- 

crested drongo with two wire-like streamers in the tail, ending in 
broadened paddle-sha led 'rackets'. Lores, cheeks, and a frontal tuft 
of feathers (from fore A ead over bill) velvety black. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. The Sikkim Survey as well 
as Stevens and Schiifer found it only at elevations up to about 3000 ft. 
between November and May (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, Dikchu). 
Gammie, in the 70's, took a nest at Rashap in the Teesta Valley at 
4800 ft., which must be about its highest limit in Sikkim. Affects 
forest in the hot, moist valleys. 

D I s m U n o N  OUTSLDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal; Bhutan (?) to E. Assam, 
north and south of Brahrnaputra River; Manipur, Eastern Pakistan, 
Burma, Thailand, Yunnan. The species extends to the Indochinese 
and Malaysian subregions. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to the other forest drongos, with the 
same range of calls and mimicry. h4et with sin ly, or in twos and 
threes, commonly as members of the roving ban s of mixed insecti- 
\7orous birds in forest. 

3 
NESTING: Season-May-June. Nest-a broad, shallow cup of roots 

etc., bound with cobweb and lined with filler roots. Slung hammock- 
wise in the horizontal fork of a small branch, 15 to 25 ft. up. Eggs- 
3 or 4, pale pink to rich salmon-pink or terracotta, usually with blurred 
blotches or freckles of brownish red, more dense at the broad end. 
Size about 26x18 mm. Both sexes take part in all domestic chores. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, ~IEASUHEMENTS, ETC: Specime~ls collected 1,y thc 
Sikkim Survey measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Inner tail Racket 
1 6  140 28.5 22 130 - mm. 
1 Q 136 26 21 125 361 mnl. 

Stresemann measures Wing/Racket feather of 3 ad. d J in Scl~$fer'~ Sikkirn 
collection as 143/402, 136/:362, 144/4Cm 3 1  mm. 

Iris Lr0~1i to brownish crinison; I ~ i l l ,  legs, feet aild cla\vs Illack or browrlisll 
black. 



Fanlily Oluorau~~  : Orioles 

THE MAROON ORIOLE 

Oriolu* t rd l i i  lruillii (Vigors) 
Yustor ttaillil Vigors, 1832, l'roc. Zool. Soc. Londor~: 175-Himalayas, 

Darjeeling. 

Plate 14, fig. 4 (facing 11. 145) 

F.B.I. 3 :  14 
LOCAL NAMES : Melambok (Lelxha); Tania-pia (Bhutia). 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : MaIe: Glossy crimson-maroon with black head, 

neck and wings, and chestnut-maroon tail. 
Female has the lower plumage greyish white, streaked with 

blackish. Juvenile $ coloured like adult Q . 
In overhead flight, against the sky, appears as a dark bird with 

square cut claret-crimson tail. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common in the foothills 

and up to c. 7000 ft. elevation (Singtam, Martam, Rinchinpong, 
Pemionche, Gangtok, Singhik, Chungthang). Affects dense forest. 

DIsTRIsunoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Throughout the Himalayas from the 
Sutlej Valley to E. Assam; Manipur, lilly tracts of Burma, Thailand, 
Annam. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps to the tree-tops in thick forest, singly or 
in pairs, often in association with droagos, minivets, nuthatches, etc. 
Food: fruits, berries, flower nectar and insects. Calls: a harsh kee-ah, 
usually followed by rich liquid musical whistles like pi-10-10. 
Indistinguishable from the calls of the more familiar Golden Oriole 
(0. on hncloo) of the NW. Himalayas and the plains. 

NESTING : Seaso-April-May. Nest-a massive deep cup of bast 
fibres bound with cobwebs, suspended hammock-wise in the hori- 
zontal fork of a branch 12 to 30 ft. up, in tlick jungle. Eggs-2 or 3, 
pinkish white, spotted with black or reddish brown. Size about 
30 X 20 mm. Both sexes share all the domestic chores. 

RACIAL CHAHACTEIUSTICS, M E A S U ~ E ~ I E N T S ,  ETC: The Sikkiln Survey spcci- 
mens measure : 

Wing Bill T~us~is  Tail 
2 d d  141-147 31-32 24.5-26 99-104.5 ~ n m .  
1 9  146 33 25.5 105 ni~n. 

Four ad. d d collectecl hy Schiifer have Wing 142, 145, 148, 150 mm. 
Iris biscuit colour to crciuny white; bill palc bluish grcy; lcgs and icet 

plumbeous; claws horny brown. 



T H E  S I K K I h 1  Hlr; l )Cl iULC'NEI)  J A Y  

Family CORVIDAE: Crows, Pies, etc. 

THE SIKKIM REDCROWNEL) JAY 

Gorrulus glurltlurius ir~terstirrclus Hartert 
GNI.I.II/US L i s p ~ ~ u l ~ ~ i i s  ii~tel.~tir~ctus Hnrtert, 1918, Nooit. Zoul. 

25 : 450-Darjeeling. 

Plate 25, fig. 2 (facing p. 336) 
F.B.I. 1 : 64 
LOCAL NAME : Lho-karrio- ~ h o  (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Between Myna and Pigeon. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S  : A vinaceous fawn-coloured bird (pinkish 

brown and grey) with closely black-barred bright blue wings, a 
broad black moustachial band, white rum and vent, and black tail. 
In fight the white rump, fawn coloure back and black tail are 
diagnostic. Sexes alike. 

S 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident between 7000 and 9000 ft. (also 

recorded from 12,000 ft.) descending to at least 3500 ft. in winter. 
Partial to the oak zone; also rhoddendron and conifer forest in 
summer, and semi-tropical jungle in winter. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSZDE SIIUCIIII: E. Nepal, Bhutan and eastward to 
the Mishmi and Dafla Hills (north of Brahrnaputra River). Birds from 
the Khasia Hills and eastern Assam, south of the Brahma utra, 
hitherto regarded as dihrelrt are evidently the same race as ~ L r n .  
Other races occur outside Indian limits. 

GENERAL HABITS : Sociable. Pairs or parties commonly associate 
in the mixed hunting flocks wit11 laughin thrushes and Blue Magpies. Y In many of their actions and behaviour t lese jays are strongly remini- 
scent of the crows to wl-Lich they are closely related. They are just 
as inquisitive and clanllish, and can be both bold and wary as 
occasion dictates. Omnivorous: eats insects, fruits, nuts, acorns, 
eg s and nestling birds, etc. Feeds on the ground as well as in trees 
an 8 bushes. Has harsh grating calls like a tree pie's; also squealing 
whistles as of the Blue Magpie. On the whole, silent and unobtrusive. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Semm-presumably as in the 
W. Himalayan race, April to June. Nest-a large twig cup, usually 
compactly built, mixed with green moss and lined with roots, etc. 
Placed in the topmost branches of a sapling in forest, mostly under 
20 ft. f l ~ m  the ground. E g g s 4  to 5, olive-brown to olive-geen, 
freckled and blotched with brown, more densely and forming a cap 
at the broad end. Size about 29 X22 mm. 

RACIAL (;HARACTERISTICS. hIEASUREA1EhTS. ETC: This e3~tel.11 I'RCe iilter- 
stirictus differs from the W. Himalayan bispecrrlaris in having both upper and 
underparts deeper and more rufous in th~t .  It is R ~ S O  someu-hat s~llaller in size. 

T\vo specimens collected at Lachung (9000 !t.) by the Sikkiln Survey 
IllcaSIII'C : 

lying Rill T:IS.;II.; Tail 
1 J 170 35 4ii.3 152 111111. 

1 9 169 32 40 142 uun. 
2 1 
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Iris hazel brown; fine beaded ring round eye magenta; bill horny brown; 
legs and feet pale brownish desh colour; claws horny brown. 

THE GREEN MAGPIE 

Kitta chinensis chinemis (Boddaert) 
Coracias chine~~.~is  Boddaert, 1783, Table P1. Enl.: 38-China (=Mergui 

ojde Strese~nann, 1952, Ibis 94: 516). 

Plate 25, fig. 1 (facing p. 336) 
F.B.I. 1:  45 
LOCAL NAMES : Chap-ling-pho (Le cha); Rab-ling-chapa (Bhutia). 
SIZE: Myna+; with a longer, gra j uated tail. 
FIELD CHARA~~ERS : A vivid leaf-green bird with cinnamon-red 

wings; a black band running backward through the eyes, meeting 
on the nape. Coral red bill and legs-the colour of Chinese lacquer. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Fairly common, from the foot- 
hills to about 5500 ft. elevation. Affects shady evergreen jungle 
with thick tangles of vines etc., and overgrown hill cultivation 
clearings. Also cardamom plantations and mixed bamboo and 
deciduous patches. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SLKIUM: The Himalayas from Garhwal to 
the Mishrni Hills and W. China; hills d E. Pakistan, Assam and 
Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS : Usually found singly or in pairs and small parties, 
often associated in hunting parties with Racket-tailed Drongos and 
laughing thrushes, up in tall trees as well as on the ground. Shy and 
wary, and not easily seen amongst the foliage and till it flies out from 
one patch of cover to another. Mainly carnivorous. Food: grass- 
hoppers, beetles, mantises, lizards, frogs, snakes, young birds and 
carrion are recorded. Call: a harsh discordant quick-repeated peep 
peep and some rich, melodious whistling chatter. 

NESTING: Season-May to uly. Nest-a well-made cup of twigs, 
tendrils and leaves intermixe d with moss and lined with fine roots. 
Up in a small tree in forest, occasionally in a bamboo clump. Eggs- 
4 to 6, variable, greyish or pale greenish in ground colour, blotched 
and freckled all over with reddish brown, more densely and forming 
a cap at the broad end. Size about 30x23 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, ~IEASUIIEMENTS, ETC: Apart from its bright green 
colour and shorter tail, differs from the Blue Magpies in having a fine bright 
red ring of wattled skin encircling the eyes, which is prominent in life. In many 
respects its habits resemble those of the laughing thrushes. In captivity, and 
in dead museum specimens, the green of the plumage fades to a pale blue. 
This is sometimes also seen in wild bircls in poor condition. 

Ten specimens, d 9 ,  collected by SchiCer ill Sikkim have Wing 143-154 
(av. 147.3) mm. 

Iris brownish crimson; bill, Icgs, Icct, cl;t~rs and ;I fine rim round tsye bright 
orange-crimson ('Chinese lacquer'). 
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THE YELLOWBILLED BLUE MAGPIE 

Kitts fkmrostris flaliirostris (Blyth) 
Psilorhitrrcs firoirostri~ Blyth, 1846, lour. Asirrt. Soc. Herrgol 15: 2Y- 

Darjeeli~ry. 

Plate 25, fig. 3 (facing 1). 336) 

F.B.I. 1 : 43 
LOCAL NAMES : Tying jongring (Lepcha); Pianging-jabring (Bhutia). 
SIZE: Pigeon; with tail 15-17 inches long. 
~ E L D  C I - I A R A ~ R S :  A COIIS~~CUOUS, long-tailed, purplish blue bird 

with black head, neck and breast, and pale primrose- ellow under- 
parts. Bill yellow; legs bright orange. Sexes aliee. Pairs or 
parties in open forest. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident between about 5500 and 11,000 
ft. elevation, descending to at least 3000 ft. in winter. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIILKIM: From eastern Nepal across to 
Bhutan and the north Assam and N. Burma hills. Replaced in the 
W. Himalayas by the paler race d l a t a  with white underparts. 

GENERAL HABITS: Affects open oak and rhododendron forest, 
secondary jungle, fruit orcllards and the neiglibourhood of terraced 
cultivation. In pairs or family parties of 5 to 7 birds; occasionally 
more. Omnivorous and chiefly arboreal. Hunts for cater illars, etc. 
in the foliage of trees. Sometimes descends to the grounf and llops 
about with cocked-up tail in search of food-fallen fruits, insects, 
carrion, etc. Has a large repertoire of loud, harsh grating calls 
and chattering, reminiscent of the tree pies, as well as a number 
of not unpleasant whistles. Is a good inimic of other birds' calls, 
e.g. Serpent Eagle, Shikra. 

The parties fly about from one patcI1 of forest to another in 
follow-my-leader fashion with the long graduated tail spread out and 
the streamers trailing behind. Flight typical of the pies-a few 
rapid flaps followed by a glide, sometimes by a curious butted - 
like 'delayed action' of the wings which almost clap over the bac -c . 

NE~TING : Smn-May-June.  Nest-a shallow cup of sticks 
lined with rootlets etc. 15 to 18 ft. u in a tree. E g g s 4  or 4 ,  pale R cream coloured, blotched with brig t reddish brown with sparse 
secondary blotches of neutral tint. Size about 3'3x23 mm. Nests 
and eggs have rarely been taken in Sikkim. 

RACIAL CHARACTER~STICS, MEASUREBIEKTS, KTC:: Dieers from its s!>mpatric 
red-billed congener, K .  e r ~ l t l ~ r o r l ~ y i ~ c l ~ a  occil~itulis, in the colour of the bill, 
and in having the \vilite 11ucha1 patch I I O ~  reaching to the end of the I~lack 
hindneck. 

111 life, and in lreshly killcd spccin~ens. r~nclrrpnrts, tip3 of all rectricc5 
except central pair, wing m;~rgins and lo\ver I~ack stro~lgly 311fTu.;c,cl \\-it11 
primrose-yellon,. This lades i l l  ninscllm skins. 

A 6 collectrd I,y the recent SikLim S ~ ~ r v e y  Ineasures: Wing 19.5; I)ill 28.5. 
tarsus 50.5; tail 410 mln. For 18 Schafel- skins Cro~n Sikkiol (8 ,2)  Sbeselnann 
gives Wing 175-195; tail 3345-430 lnm. 
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The Fauna (1: 43) gives Wing 178-190; tail up to 470 rnrn. Females 
slightly smaller than males. 

Iris dark brown to yellow; bill orange-yellow; legs and feet yellowish 
orange, claws horny bl.0~11 with yellowihh tinge. 

THE REDBILLED BLUE MAGPLE, Kitta eythrorhynohu occipitdis 
Blyth, of the western Himalayas, extends through Nepal into western 
Sikkim, but is rare. It  occupies lower altitudes than the yellow- 
billed species. It  has not been recorded in central or eastern Sikkim, 
Bhutan, etc. Further east, in Yunnan, the typical race erythrorhyncha 
occurs. 

THE BLACKHUMPED MAGPIE, Pica pica bottanensis Delessert. 
Stuart Baker (F.B.I. 1 :  40) gives the distribution as 'Sikkim, Bhutan 

and Eastern Tibet to Kansu' and says it breeds in Sikkim between 
10,000 and 15,000 ft. Since 1873, \vhen two specimens were collected 
in 'Sikkim' by Mandelli's collectors, and anot,her in 1874 on the 'Tibetan 
frontier' (exact localities unstated), there is no record of this magpie 
from Sikkirn. The recent Loke-SBlim Ali expeditions did not come 
across it, nor did Stevens, Meinertzhagen or Schiifer previously. 
Meinertzhagen suspects, perhaps rightly, that the old records for 
Sikkim actually refer to southern Tibet. 

In Bhutan, Ludlow (1937) found it rare and confined only to the 
neighbourhood of Bumthang, c. 10,000 ft. (c. 27" 30'X 90" 40'), which 
is some 75 miles east of the eastern frontier of Sikkim. 

THE HIMALAYAN TREE PLE 

DeritE~ocitta folrriosae hi~rrdayensis Blyth 
Dendrocitta himalayensis Blyth, 1865, Ibis: 45-Himalayas (=Sikkim). 

F.B.I. 1: 52 
LOCAL NAMES : Karrio-plio (Lepcha); Kaniah-ban (Bhutia). 
SIZE: Myna; with a 10-long tail. 
FIELD CHARACTWS: A long-tailed grey and sooty-brown bird with 

the longest tail feathers (blunt and spatulate) ashy and broadly black- 
tipped. Black forehead; ashy nape, upper back and upper tail- 
coverts; a conspicuous white spot in the black wings; and chestnut 
under tail-coveits are additional clistiiiguishing points. Undel-parts 
largely rr~sty brow11 and wliitisli. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND IIABITA'L.: Resident. Colnnlorl. Foothills and up to 
7000 ft. ele\latioll (e.g. Pemiollc.lict). Frecjrtents forest and well \vootletl 
countiy in the neigl~bourhood of terrace cultiv a t '  1011. 



UISTRIBUTLON OUTSIDE SIKKIN : The race hitndqunsis occurs east 
oE about Almora (Kumaon) across to Assam and tlle Burmese hills. 

GENERAL HABITS : A sociable bird, largely arboreal and omnivorous, 
often associating with laughing thrushes in hunting parties. Food: 
caterpillars, moths, grasshoppers and other large insects, lizards, eggs 
and nestling birds, as well as flower-nectar (of Sdtndia, Eythrina, 
etc.), fruits and grain. The cob-like seeds encased in a hairy e icarp, 
known locally as 'kutas', are a favourite food item. Large gat k' erings 
are sometimes seen feeding energetically on these trees in fruit, flutter- 
ing amon st the foliage, flying off from the tree and back again 
with muc a noisy whining of the wings. In the winter months 
considerable assemblages occasionally collect in harvested terraced 
paddy fields, hopping about on the ground with cocked-up tails, 

icking food. Flight undulating-a few rapid nois flaps, followed gy a glide. When alarmed or agitated, these un d ulations become 
curiously syncopated and steeply 'saw-edged' with the bird shooting 
down rocket-like on closed wings at wery dip. It  has a variety of 
loud calls, some raucous and grating, others quite melodious. One 
commonly heard is kocilaka-b. A throaty b-r-r is sometimes uttered 
by a solitary bird from a tree-top, reminiscent of the soliloquy of a 
jungle crow when at ease. 

NESTING : Season-May to July. Nest-a shallow saucer of twigs, 
tendrils, roots and leaves, with a slight central depression lined with 
softer material. Garnmie, in Sikkim, found nests from 8 to 20 ft. 
up  in shrubs and bamboos inters ersed amid clear cultivated tracts. 
Eggsnormally 3 or 4, pale bluisi, or yellowish stone mlour, boldly 
blotched with d ' k  brown or reddish brown with some secondary 
inky markings. Size about 29 x 20 mm. 

RACIAL C ~ M C ~ N S T [ C S ,  MEASWMENTS, ETC: This race differs from the 
west Himalayan occidentu1i.s in being sornewhat smaller, and from snrkari ol 
the Vaisakhapatnarn Ghats in having a larger bill. 

Eight adult Sikkim specimen5 (d  O) collected Ily myself and Dr Schafer 
have Wing 142-148 mnl. (av. about 145). 

Iris brownish crimson; bill horny black; legs, feet and claws l~lackish brown. 



THE BLACKBROWED TREE PIE 

Der~drocittcl frorltcrllis Horsfield 
Der~drocit ln f~.nrltcllis Holsfield, 1840, I'roc. Zoo/. Soc. Londor~: 163-Assam. 

Plate 25, fig. 4 (facing 13. 336) 

F.B.I. 1 : 54 
LOCAL NAMES : Hamshi-bon (Lepcha); Kolio-ko (Bhu tia). 
SIZE: Myna; with a 10"-long tail. 
FTELD CHARAC~ERS: A pale grey and chestnut tree pie with very 

white nape, black face, throat and foreneck, and heavy bowed black 
bill. Readily distinguished from the Himalayan species by the tail 
being entirely black and the absence of the large white wing-patch. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncertain. Apparently vely rare and local. 
Not met with by the Loke-SAlim Ali expeditions, nor by Stevens, 
Schafer or other recent investigators, but recorded from Sikkim at 
5000 ft. elevation. Affects dense evergreen jungle and bamboos. 

D I s m s u n o N  OUTS~DE SIKKIM: Dafla Hills; N. Cachar; E. Assam; 
Upper Burma. A race described from Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to those of the Himalayan Tree Pie. 
Keeps in small parties. Has the usual range of discordant and 
musical, metallic call notes though distinct enough to be recognizable 
from those of other members of the genus. Said to be less noisy, 
and shy. Food: fruit, seeds, insects. Has been observed to hawk 
winged termites in the air from tops of bamboos after the manner of 
drongos. 

NESTING: Season-May to July. Nest-like that of D, f .  h i m  
layensis, of twigs etc., more compact, lined with fern roots and 
softer material. Up in bamboo clumps or tall thorny bushes at edge 
of forest. Eggs--3 or 4, like those of the Himalayan species, rather 
more profusely marked. Size about 25 x 19 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREI\IENTS, E.rc : A smaller bird than the 
Himalayan Tree Pie with Wing Fauna) 120-126 mm.; tail 245-255 mm. 

Iris reddish hro\vl~; bill, legs, feet and claws black. 



HUME'S GROUND CHOUGH 

P o d m s  hulmilb Hume 
Podoces humilis Nume, 1871, Ibis: 408-Sanju Pass, Yarknnd. 

F.B.I. 1: 71 
LOCAL NAME : Day-day (Tibetan). 
SIZE: Between Sparrow and Myna. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  A greyish sandy brown bird with brown win s, 

a whitish collar (broad on hindneck), and a dark streak through t "h e 
eyes. Square-ended tail lar ely sandy white with central feathers 
brown. Slightly curved blac f bill. Sexes alike. 

Colour pattern reminiscent of a miniature Grey Babbler (Turdoides 
d w l m i ) ;  general effect of a Wheatear. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: SO far only recorded from extreme northern 
and eastern Sikkim-Gyagong, 14,800-15,750 ft. (Meinertzhagen, 
Schafer); Thangu, 14,300 ft. (Hingston, Bailey). Affects flat, o en 
Tibetan plateau country, above the tree line, with dwarf rhododen ron 
and furze bushes. 

6 
D I S ~ U T I O N  OUTSIDE SIKJCIM: Central Asia-Yarkand, S. Tibet, 

Kansu, Kuku Nor. 
GENW HABITS: Mainly terrestrial. Keeps singly or in pairs or 

family parties. Active and sprightly. Rummages amongst shingle, 
'pick-axes' energetically with its bill in the earth like a Jungle Babbler 
for food-ground beetles and other insects-peers under stones and 
probes into crevices of boulders, etc. Very obliteratingly coloured in 
its natural biotope. Often invisible when motionless, only the 
momentary flicker 04 the whitish tail feathers giving it away. Moves 
on the ground stiffly erect, in long hops, bouncing like a rubber ball. 
Mounts a stone every now and again to bob violently a couple of 
times like a chat. Flicks open tail, and also wings, particularly when 
bobbing. Ordinary flight shrike-like; when flying to nest-hole, with 
a rapid vibrating action of the wings. Call reminiscent of the 
Yelloweyed Babbler (Chysomma sinensis) : a plaintive whistling chip 
(slight pause) cheepcheepcheep-cheep (quickly repeated). Also 
utters a feeble cheq like a munia's but more prolonged. 

NESTING : Unrecorded in Sikkim, but specimens collected above 
Thangu and at Gyagong (16,000-18,000 ft.), now in the Chicago 
Museum of Natural History, had their gonads in full breeding condition 
in May and June. Elsewhere, season-May to July. Nest-a large un- 
tidy pad d sheep's wool and hair on a foundation of moss, grass and 
fibres in a widened chamber at the end of a tunnel some 3 inches in 
diameter and 4 to 6 ft. long, excavated by the birds in an earth bank. 
Eggs-4 to 6, white, unmarked, with a pinkish translucence when 
fresh. Average size of a c/6 taken by me in W. Tibet 23.6 X 16.75 mm. 

R A C ~  CKARACTERTSTICS, MEASUREXE~TS, ETC : Sikkim birds. according to 
Sbesernann, agree well wit11 his race saxicolu (type locality NW. Kansu). For 
12 examples collected by Schafer in N. Sikkim between 18 June and 10 
August, he gives Wing 9 d d 86-95 (av. 89.8), 3 9 9 81-88 (av. 85 3) mm. 



Six spcci~t~clls I'roln N. SiLkilll i l l  LIIC C;hicayu hluseulli ul Ni~tur;~l tlislury 
tIlcdsilre : 

Wing B ~ l l  Ti~rsus 'ri~il 

3 d d 88-90 2l.5-23 28-:30 58-60 lrlnr. 

3 9 ? 85-92 21-24 26.5-28 51.5-56 mm. 
A breeding Q collected. I)y me in W. Tibet measured (in the flesh) Wing 

94; bill 24; tarsus 34; tail 64 mm. 
Iris brown; I~ill, legs, feet and claws l~rownisl~ l~lack. 

THE EAST HIMALAYAN NUTCRACKER 

Nzrcifraga: cmyocatactes macella. Thayer & Bangs 
Nucifroga heit~ispila ~nacelln 'Tllayer & 13angs, 1909, Bull. Al i rs .  Comp. Zool. 

52: 150-Hsien-shan-hsien, Hupeh, China, 7000 f t .  

F.B.I. 1 : 66 
LOCAL NAMES : Lho-kariyo-pho (Lepcha); 1,ek-bhali (Paharia). 
SIZE: House Crow. 
FIELD C H A R A C ~ S  : A chocolate and umber brown bird, streaked 

and spotted with white above and below, with a stout, wedge-shaped, 
woodpecker-like bill. Wings black. Tail largely, under tail-coverts 
wholly, white. In flight the last two are conspicuo~ls features. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident hetween 9000 and 10,000 ft. eleva- 
tion; recordecl from 13,000 ft. (Thangu). Affect5 tall rhododendron, fir, 
s ruce and deodar fol.est where intcrq~erscd with open glades and P ;I pine meadows. 



I)ISI-HIE)UTION OIJ,I'SII)E S K K I ~ I  : Cvt~ll.;~I Nepal east; Blrutan, SE. 
Tibet, D;lfl;t and Misllmi llills ( A s w n ~ ) ,  \ ' I I IIII ,UI in the zone of spruce 
and pines. 

GENERAL HABITS : Usually seen singly or il l  widely separated pairs- 
sometimes family parties of 5 or &moving among lofty tree-tops or 
win ing its way across a valley. Perches restlessly on the tip of a tall 
de 2 ar ol. similar tree and constantly flicks open the white outer tail 
feathers. A noisy bird, invariably advertising its presence b 1o11d 
guttural calls krmk or kruak-kmolc-kraok, sometimes prefaceY b a 
nasal bleat, as of a goat kid. Flight straight, direct and crow-Ee 
by slow deliberate flaps of the rounded \vings. Sometimes the wings 
have a curious hesitating or 'delayed action' effect recallin the jays 
and Blue Magpies. When alarmed or suspicious, the bir f s become 
fussy and noisy, flying about from tree to tree, peering down at the 
intruder and utterin their grating calls. The food consists almost 
entirely of spruce an 5 pine seeds and the bird's distribution is closely 
linked with the occurrence of these trees. Occasionally insects are 
also eaten. 

N E S ~ G :  An early breeder. Our nearest record is only from the 
north of the Chumbi Valley. Seasoit-March to May. Nest-a 
compact platform of twigs with some lichen intermingled, lined with 
dry grass, moss, etc., 20 to 50 ft. up in a deodar or similar tree. 
E g g s 4 ,  pale bluish white speckled and blotched with dull brown 
and inky brown, somewhat more densely at the broad end. Size 
about 3 5 ~  26 mm. Both sexes incubate. 

RACIAL CHAR4CTEHISTU:S, hfBASUREX,fEA7S,  ETC: Differs from the larger- 
spotted W. Pakistan Himalayus race, N. c .  n~ultipur~ctafo, in having the rump 
and upper tail-coverts c l~ocol ;~te  bro\vn, not marked \vitli white. In A'. c .  
hemispila of the Indian west 1Iimalayas the bill is less heavy than in nlncella 
(usually under 13 mm. wide). The  white  pots on breast and back are larger, 
and the plumage less dark tlian iu Sikkim birds. 

Specimens collected by Dr Biswns at  Lamteng and Lachen measure: 2 do? 
Wing 208, 210; bill -, 47.5; tarsus 41, 42.3; tail 139, - mm. 

Nineteen Schsfer skins from Sikki~n cxaniined by  Stresnnann h ~ c  \\'ing 
8 9 202, 210-227 (nv. 215.8) mni. 

Iris rich 1,rou.n: I d 1  ant1 moutli Idack: legs and fcct l~lack. 

THE HIMALAYAN YELLOWBILLED, or ALPINE, CHOUGH 

Pyrrhocmm gracultl-Y digitatus Hemprich & Ehrenberg 
Pyrrhocorax alpinus var. digitatus Hemprich h Ehrenl~erg, 1833, Symb. 

Phys. fol. 2-Syria. 

F.B.I. 1: 70 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Slightly smaller than the Redbilled Chough (next). 
mm C H A R A ~ S  : Differs from the Redbilled Chough chiefly in 

its bill which is yellow, shorter and not cunred. Sexes alike. 



STATUS AND HABITAT : Less common than the Redbilled Chough 
and normally resident at higher altitudes. Not extending trans- 
Himalaya into the dry mountainous Tibetan countiy, or v rarely. 
Observed flying at 28,000 ft. on Mt Everest by Sir ~ d m u 3 H i l l a r y  
and Dr Charles Evans (1953). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayan Ran e 
at high altitudes, often coincident with the Redbilled Chough. T e 
nominate race occurs in C, and W. Asia and S. Europe. 

E 
GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to the next species, with which it 

sometimes associates, but is perhaps bolder and more omnivorous. 
Enters mountaineers' and traders' camps for kitchen scraps and 
refuse; has also been recorded eating can-ion. Juniper berries and 
hips and haws of the wild rose are favourite food items. The voice 
too is somewhat different. The call quee-ah or cree-ah and chcuk- 
chak is harsher and shriller. 

NESTING : U~~recorded in Sikkim. Differs little from the Redbilled 
Chough, except that the nests are perhaps more inaccessible. It  is 
doubtful also if they are ever built in houses (monasteries etc.). The 
eggs of the two choughs are indistinguishable, but in this species 
they average slightly smaller : about 39 x 29 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERIS.I.ICS, MEASUHEMENTS, ETC : The Himalayan race digitatus 
is larger than the typical European grocrtlus. Ticehwst (lour. Bombay Nal .  
Hist. Soc. 3 1 :  491, 1926) nleasures: d d  Wir!g 275-298, bill 35-38 mm.; 
9 9 Wing 262-266, bill 34-35 mm. 

Iris dark brown; bill yellow; rno11t11 livid greenish yellow, bluish slate 
posteriorly; legs an3 feet dull coral red. 

THE HIMALAYAN REDBILLED CHOUGH 

Pyrrhocoraa pyrrhocowm himulaya~zus (Gould) 
Fregilus himalayanits Goi~ld, 1862, Proc. 2001. S O C .  London: 125-Kumaon. 

F.B.I. 1 : 68 
LOCAL NAME : Chumboo (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Jungle Crow; slenderer. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A glossy 'et black crow with bright red legs 

and bill, the latter slender and s 1 ightly curved. Sexes alike. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. In summer to about 18,000 ft. 

elevation; in winter down to at least 9000 ft. (Lachen, Lachung). 
Affects cliffs, open steep rocky hillsides and alpine pastures. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Practically throughout the 
Himalayan Range at high altitudes. Other races in N. Asia, Europe, 
N. Africa. 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in flocks of 20 or 30, and even up to a 
hundred birds, in the neighbourhood of crags, steep rocky slopes, 
alpine pastures and uplands cultivation. Quite tame near villages, 
grubbing in fields. Food: principally wire-worms, gnlbs of beetles, 
crickets, etc. dug up by probing in the soil as the birds saunter about. 



Occasimally damages new1 sown and ripened crop of barley by g beating out the grain from t e ears by b l w s  of the beak. 
Cl~oughs have the characteristic habit of disporting themselves 

high u in the air or around steep crags and precipices, rising on the P therma currents or eddies and circling .racefully in a close-packed 
rabble on motionless win ls for long priok. The sailin is punctuated t by a variety of spectacu ar aembatia, the birds tumb[ng in the air, 
side-slipping and nose-diving, obviously in pure fun. They utter a 
shrill, rather musical plaintive chkmu, chiaow which I have noted as 
something between the cawing of a jackdaw and the screeching call 
of the large parakeet. 

NESTING: NO specific record for Sikkim. In the nearby Chumbi 
Valley, seasoit-March to May. Nest-a pad of sticks lined with 
wool, placed in a hole or fissure, usually in an inaccessible cliff, either 
singly or in a small colony. Occasionally in houses and monasteries 
etc. E g g s 4  or 4, pale greenish white, or bluish- or pinkish white, 
blotched with light reddish brown or umber to dark hrown. There 
are fainter lavender or inky grey markings scattered thickly over the 
entire surface. Size about 42 >< 29 mm. 

RACIAL CIIARACTERISTICS, MEASU~EMENTS, ETC: The Himalaya11 race is 
larger than the typical race of Ertrope in which the Wing in males seldom 
exceeds 300 tnm. 

Two 6 d collectecl in Sikkim by Col. R .  h.feinertzhagen (Ibis, 1927! p. 372) 
have Wing 330-332; 1 9 309 mm. 

Iris dark l~ro\vn; I~ill coral red; tnortth o~,nngc-salmon; legs and feet darker 
coral red. 

THE HOUSE CROW 

C m h s  sp2enden.s qdel~dens Vieillot 
Corow splei~deiu Vieillot, 1817, Nouv. Dict. d'H,ist. Nat. 8: 44-Ba~gal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 33 
LOCAL NAME: Kag or kak (Bengali). 
SIZE: Slightly larger than the Pigeon (17"). 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S  : Smaller than the Jungle Crow (next), and 

distinguished by its dusky grey neck. Sexes alike. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident and local va rant. Sparse and B local in Gangtok town and as yet only in a few o the larger villages 

on the countryside at lower elevations, e.g. Gezing, Kewzing 
(W. Sikkim); Pakyong, Arita (E. Sikkim). Gangtok, c. 5800 ft., is the 
highest altitude at which we recorded an established population of 
House Crows in Sikkim, but in hlay 1943 F. N. Betts observed a 
vagrant pair in Lachung village as high as c. 8900 ft. 

GENERAL HABITS: Omnivorous, and as elsewhere. a scavenger and 
commensal of man in urban areas. 

NESTING: Season and other details lacking for Sikkim; elsewhere 
chiefly April to July. Nest and eggs--Similar to the Jungle Crow's; 
the eggs slightly smaller. averaging about 37 ~ 2 7  mm. 



H.\C;IAL C:IL\I{AL.I.EH~S I.I(:S, ;\ll:..\silt{L;.vm I.S, v.1~: : 111 Sikkirt~ l~ i~cls  ( s l ~ / c ~ ~ ~ / c ~ l s ~  
t l ~ c  grey parts of the plut~tngc co11lr:ist 1noi.e s t ro~~gly  \vith the black pi11.t~ tIlatl 
in the Ceylon race l~rotegntrrs. 111 I~irtls itll~abiting tlie drier arr;ls 01 NW. 
India (z~cgnrti!/eri) the grey pi~rts ;ire 111;irkctlly paler-allnost whitish. Schiifer's 
specimrns froin Gangtok menslrrc: \Vi~lg 1 '9' ad. 273, 1 o? imln. 955 ln111. 

THE JUNGLE CROW 

(a) Corow ~nacro~hyilchzcs intertnedius Adams 
(b) C o w  macrorhynchus levaillanti Lesson (? or macrmhynchm) 

F.B.I. 1 : 28 
LOCAL NAMES : Ulakpho (Lepcha); Ulak (Bhutia); Kak (Paharia). 
SIZE: Larger than the House Crow. 
nEu> C H A R A ~ S :  An all-black crow with purplish sheen and 

heavy bill, and with a hoarser deeper caw than the House Crow's. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: The common crow of Sikkim as a whole. 
In a large series collected by Schafer, Stresemann found that birds 
from Gangtok, c. 6000 ft. elevation, belonged to the lower level 
race levaillanti (? or mmrorhynchtts), while birds from Lachen 
(c. 9000 ft.) and upwards to 14,000 ft. in 'Tibetan plateau' country 
were of the high elevation form intemedius. 

DISTRTBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : levdlEanti (? or macrorhyncb): 
Bengal, Assam. intermedius: the Himalayas from Afghanistan to 
Bhutan, above about 8000 ft. 

GENERAL HABITS : More sophisticated than the Raven. A scavenger 
in and about Gangtok, and round villages and gompas on the country- 
side. In ones and twos, and small parties. As elsewhere, destructive 
to the e gs and young of other birds. In the high mountains fond 
of spiral f ing aloft on thermal currents for sport, like Chough. Call: 
a deep caw; in intemnedim noticeably different from t'hat of low 
level birds-often bell-like and reminiscent of the Raven's. Also has 
a variety of croaks and gurgles expressive of various emotions, uttered 
during intervals of rest. 

NESTING : Season-late February to May. Nest-an untidy twig- 
platform lined with soft roots, fibres, etc., 20 to 60 ft. u p  in a tree, 
preferably near a hamlet. Eggs-4 to 6, pale blue-green, spotted 
and blotched with brown. Size about 45x32 mm. 

RACL~L CHARACTERISTICS, ~IEASUREMENTS, ETC: intcrmedius is a large bird 
with a comparatively weak bill. Plumage comparatively dull greyish black 
with little gloss on dle hindneck and lower parts. Grey basw of the nape 
feathers usually whiter than in other Indian races. Stresemann gives Wing 
of 12 Schafer birds from N. Sikkim (11 d d ,  1 9 )  as 328-368 (av. 345.6) 
mm. 

Three specimens of levnillatlti from Gangtok measured: Wing 1 9 ad. 292; 
2 juv. O? 306+, 314.t  mnl. In addition to its smaller size, levnillat~ti is 
distinguished from intermeditis by the bases of the nape feathers bring a 
darker grey. 
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THE TIBET RAVEN 

Coruus corux tibetu.t~us Hodgson 
Corow tibetut~us Hodgson, 1849, Aim. A4ag. Not. Hist. 3 (2): 203-Tibet. 

F.B.I. 1 : 23 
LOCAL NAME : Neka-wak (Tibetan). 
SIZE: Kite. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A large heav edition of the familiar all-black 

Jungle Crow, with a hoarse w d e n  6 ell-like call. Sexes alike. Singly 
or in pairs at high elevations on barren mountainsides with cliffs etc. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident, normally between 13,000 and 
16,000 ft. abwe  the tree-line in Plateau' muntry in 
N. Sikkirn. Normally but in winter some- 
times occurs south of ft.). Often seen 

to Tibet. 
scavenging around nomadic encampments and along the trade routes 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SMILIM: Throughout the Himalayas from 
Kashrnir eastward to and includin Bhutan and N. Assam. Tibet. 

GENERAL HABITS : Omnivorous, %ut living largely on carrion and 
the young of birds and mammals. Much given to soaring aloft in 
circles on thermal currents like Choughs. Indulges in spectacular 
aerobatics around cliffs, obviously in play. Call: a hoarse wooden 
bell-like pmk-pmr.k, and a guttural kreeuk. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim. S e w n  elsewhere-February- 
March. Nest-a rough platform of sticks lined with wool or hair, on 
a ledge or hole in a precipitous cliff. Eggs-3 to 5, pale lavender 
to inky or greenish grey, profusely marked with brown. Size about 
52 X35 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, XIEASURE~.IENTS, KTC: The largest of tJlc three 
races found witlli~i o~u. limits. Wing normally bet~veen 490 and 510 mm., bill 
80-85 mm. (F.B.I.) 
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Subfamily STURNINAE : Starlings, Mynas 

THE SPOTTEDWINGED STARE 

Snroglossa spitoptera (Vigors) 
Ltrmprotorrtis s l ~ i l o p t e ~ t ~ . ~  Vigors 1831, Proc. Zoo/. Soc. Lo~rdo~r: 

35-Hilnaluyas. 

Plate 14, fig. 5 (facing p. 145) 

F.B.I. 3:  25 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : B~lbul .  
FIEU) CHARACTERS: A dainty, spruce little myna. Mate: Aboue, 

brownish grey, scalloped with black. Below, rusty white with the 
chin and throat deep chestnut-rufous. A prominent white patch in 
the wings, as in the Blueheaded Rock Thrush. 

Fernole: Abme, sooty brown; sides of head dark brown. Below, 
pale fulvous ashy brown scalloped with white, especially on chin 
and throat. White wing-patch as in male. 

Pointed blackish wings with the conspicuous white patch, and 
typical starling flight in flocks, diagnostic. 

STATUS AM) HABITAT: ? Resident. Recorded by Stevens up to 
3800 ft, elevation in the Sikkim Himalayas (Teesta Valley). Not 
met with by the Survey, nor by other recent investigators. Affects 
open forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIA~ : Throughout the Himalayas from 
the Kangra Valley to E. Assam. 

GENERAL HABITS : Strongly reminiscent of the Greyheaded Myna 
(Stmnus malabaricus) of the plains and Himalayan foothills : arboreal, 
gregarious, frugivorous. Also eats insects and is particularly fond of 
flower nectar. On a flowerin Bo~nbaa tree it often plays dog-in-the- 
manger in the blustering, bul f in manner of the Rosy Pastor, attack- 
ing and driving away other g i r f  visitors from the flowers although 
satiated itself. From time to time, for no apparent reason, a flock 
will suddenly dive from a le'dess Aowerin Bombm and indulge 
in li htning twists ,and gyrations in the air as i f to dodge some invisible 
devi? in pursuit I After wheelin r ro~~ncl the tree at top speed a couple 
of times, the birds re-settle in t b le branches and resume feeding. In 
the breeding season the male utters a twittering warble. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. In the W. Himalayas season- 
Ap~il to June. Nest-a pad of leaves and rubbish in a natural tree 
hollow or old barbet's hole, 20-30 ft. I I ~ .  Eggs--3 or 4, pale stone 
colour or pale blue with small I-eddisl~ 111.own specks and blotches. 
Size about 2 6 ~  18 mm. 

RAC:IAL CHAR~\C'I'EIIISTIC:S, A.IEASUIIEAIEN.I.S, 1 3 . 1 ~ : :  The F;IIIIIII gives f o ~ .  3 '2 
Wing 101-110; 1)ill 17-18; tarsits "-22;  tail 53-59 111111. 
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Iris lemon yellow to white; bill black, horny red at b s c ,  yellowish at gape; 
legs, feet iind claws black. 

THE COMMON MYNA 

Acridotheres tristis tristis (Linnaeus) 
Paradiseti tristis Linnaeus, 1766, Syst. Nat., 12th ed. 1 : 167--Calcutta. 

F.B.I. 3:  53 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Between Bulbul and Pigeon (= c. 9 inches). 
FIELD CHARACTEFS: A familiar, perky, dark vinous brown bird 

with glossy black head, neck and breast, and white vent and lower 
abdomen. Tail broadly white-tipped. A large white patch in the 
wings conspicuous in flight. Bright yellow legs, bill, and bare skin 
round the eyes. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Common, and even locally abundant, in and 
about villages along the motor road from Rangpo to Gangtok. Also 
in eastern and western Sikkim. 7500 ft. is the highest elevation at 
which it was observed between November and May. Resident in 
Gangtok town with perhaps a slight general downward movement 
in winter. The process of penetrating into the interior and to higher 
elevations continues, and every new habitation of any size attracts 
prospecting pioneers, who under favowable conditions establish 
themselves in commensalism with the human 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Overall, ?"l'ulation. rom Afghanistan and 
Turkestan in the west to Indochina in the east, and steadily expand- 
ing. All India, locally up to c. 9000 ft. in the Himalayas. The 
darker race melanm?emus in Ceylon. 

GENERAL HABITS : Tame; confiding; omnivorous. Pairs or family 
parties, usually in the neighbourhood of villa es and cultivation. Has 7 a variety of loud shrieks and chatter, a sco ding ra'dio, ra'dio, rcidio 
being one of the commoner calls. Also has a characteristic, rather 
pleasant 'song'-keek-keek-keek, kok-kok-kok, churr-chum, etc. deli- 
vered with the plumage frowzled and a ludicrous bobbing of the 
head. 

NESTING: Seasor+May to ? August. Nest-a collection of hvigs, 
roots, paper and rubbish in a hole in a tree, or in the wall or ceiling 
of an occupied house, even amidst a noisy bazaar (e.g. in Gangtok 
Eggs--4 or 5, glossy turquoise-blue. Size about 31 x22 mm. Bot 
sexes share all the domestic chores. 

L 
RACIAL CHARACTENSTICS, XIEASUREMENTS, ETC: Specimens collected by 

Schafer at Gangtok have Wing 5 d d 140-147; 1 Q 136 mm. 
Iris brown or greyish brown stippled \\fit11 \vhitr; orbital slan blight yellow; 

bill yellow with sidcs of base OF lower ~nantlit~le hro\vnish grecn; legs, feet 
and claws yellow like bill, paler d ~ a n  orbital skin. 



THE NORTH INDIAN GRACKLE 

Gruc~rla religiosci irrter.,,~ediu~ A. Hay 
G~.uct~lii irrtcrn~edin A. Hay, 1844, hfatlrus lorir. Lit. Sci. 13 (2): 

157-Cuchar. 

Noith Iilcliall Grackle, about one-iourth 

F.B.I. 3 :  19 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Between blyna and Pigeon. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S :  A large jet black myna, highly glossed with 

purple and green, with a white patch on the wings particularly 
conspicuous in flight. Bill and legs yellow. Naked patches and 
wattles on nape and sides of head bri ht orange-yellow. Sexes alike. f STATUS AND HABITAT: Presumab y resident. Confined to low 
elevations. The Sikkiin Survey came across it only at Rangpo (c.  
1000 ft.) where a flock of 2Fj-30 birds was obseived in three different 
years between November and hlarch 1951, 1953, 1955). The only 
recent specimeil collected io Sikkim (,y \ Schsfer) also comes from 
the same locality (23.ii.1939). Affects forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S I K K I ~ I :  The I-Iimalily;~n footllills from 
Almora to Assa~n. Other races are fou~icl in tlie Orissa area, SW. 
India and Ceyloil. Tlle spccics cstruds t l ~ r o ~ ~ g l l  B ~ ~ r l n a  ant1 Thniland 
to  Indochina and hlnl;rj.sia. 

N I  I : 4 -  o l ,  r r o s  1 f ~ g i o ~ o s .  Also cats 
flower necti~r and insccts. Estrc~mcly ~roisy, cspccially ill the 
inorlli~lgs and evenings. Has a wide ralige of loud creaky shrieks, 
whistles and chuckles. Flight: swift and direct; accoml~anied by a 
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bill (Cosostowa aemodistm) 





T H E  C R E E N B A C K E D  T I T  337 

whirring sound of wings as in green pigeons. This race enjoys the 
reputation of being a much better talker in captivity than the smaller 
birds from SW. India. Whether there is any justification for this 
belief is not known, but it certainly commands an inordinately higher 
price from bird fanciers. 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest-a collection of grass, 
leaves, feathers and rubbish in a natural hollow or enlarged 
woodpecker-hole in the trunk of a lofty tree, 30 or 40 ft. up. Eggs- 
2 or 3, bright blue, sparsely blotched and spotted with reddish brown 
or chocolate. Size about 36 X 26 mm. 

R~CIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUI~EMENTS, ETC: Whistler givcj tlle measure- 
ments of inlermedia, the largest of the Inclian races, as: ( d  d )  Wing 169- 
176.5; bill 30.5-33; tail 78-84 mm. Schiiler's Sikki~n specimen (ad. d )  llas 
Wing 169 mm. 

Iris brown; bill orange-red, coral red at tip and on culn~en; wattle and 
naked skin at nape yellow to orange-yellow; infra-orbital patch livid bluish; 
legs and feet yellow; claws brownish. 

Familu PARJDAE : Tits 

Subfamily PARINAE : True Tits 

THE GREENBACKED TIT 

Parus motlticolu.~ ~rlorliicolw 17igors 
Parus mnticolur Vigors, 1831: I'roc. Zool. Soc. Lorldorl: 22--Hi~nalayas 

(Simla). 

F.B.I. 1 : 80 
LOCAL NAME : Sarak-chak-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ E R S :  An uncrested, greenish yellow and black tit 

with prominent white cheeks, and whitish latch on na le. Head, l breast, and broad black band down centre o abdomen g ossy black. 
Rest of underparts bright yellow. Sexes alike. 

/ 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Common. Resident between 1500 and 

9000 ft. elevation, with slight up and down seasonal movement. 
Mects open wooded country, orchards and cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Throughout the Himalayas, west to 
east. Assam hills, N. Burma, AIanipur, Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Chiefly arboreal. Sociable. restless and sprightly. 
Tame and confiding near human habitations. Pairs or family parties; 
frequently in the mixed hunting flocks of va~ious insectivorous species. 
Hunts energetici~lly for insects and their eggs and caterpillars amon st 
the foliage of trees, clingin to sprigs side~va),s or upside dourn in &e 
search. Also eats fruits an berries. The loud, clear, joyous whistling 

22 
I 
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song of the male is heard in the breeding season: whitee, whitee, 
whitee . . . repeated 4 to 6 times. 

NFSTING: Season-mainly April to  June. Nest-a pad of fur, 
wool, moss and feathers in holes in tree-stumps, stone walls, ceilings 
of bungalows and outhouses, etc., at moderate heights. Eggs--5 to 8, 
white or pinkish white, spotted and speckled with reddish brown. Size 
about 17 x 13 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEIIISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Sikkim birds were separat- 
ed by Meinertzhagen as his race 1el)chart~rtz on the basis of darker coloration 
above and below. The difference is so slight and inconsistent that it does not 
seem worthn~hile recognizing them as different from the typical race of the 
W. Himalayas. 

Four specinlens collected by the Loke-SBli~n Ali Survey measure: d 0 64- 
69; bill 10.5-11; tarsus 18-19; tail 49-55 mm. 

Twenty-four skills in Schafer's Sikkim collection have Wing 61(Q)  to 
68( d ). 

Iris bro~vn; bill black; legs and feet plumbcota; claws horny brown. 

THE HIMALAYAN COLE-TIT 

P a m   ate^ aemodius Hodgson 
Parus aemodius Hodgson, 1844, i r ~  Blyth, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 

13 : 943-Nepal. 

Plate 24, fig. 6 (facing p. 289) 

F.B.I. 1 : 84 
LOCAL NMCE : 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  A small crested tit, bluish grey above, 

ferrllginous (=pale rusty red) below. Head, throat and crest black. 
Cheeks and a patch on nape white. Two white bars on wing. Sexes 
alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Resident at high elevations, between about 
9000 and 12,500 ft. (Lachung, Lachen, Thangu, Gnatong, etc.) even 
in winter. Not rare where occurring. Partial to conifer forests. 

DISTRIBUITON OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, B h ~ ~ t a n ,  N. Burma. Other 
races are found in Yunnan, Szechwali, Kansu; Europe, NW. Africa 
and N. Asia. 

GENERAL HABITS : Parties, sometimes of 50 or more in winter, usually 
met with in association with tree creepers, goldcrests, etc. hunting up 
among the spnice and deodars even when shrouded in snow. The 
birds keep up  a thin cheeping tsi, tsi as they search the foliage for 
insect prey in the energetic and acrobatic manner typical of the 
family. 

NESTING : Unrecorded in Sikkiin. Very little is known concerning 
the Himalayan race. Stuart Baker recortls a n e ~ t  '\vith some eggs' 
-a pad of rats' fur in a hole in an oak tree between 10,000 and 
11,000 ft. elevation-n 13 June. The locality is not mcntioned. 
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The eg s are described as similar to those of European I~irds, white, 
stipple d with light reddish brown. 

I I A C I . ~ .  CIIAR~CTERISTICS, ~ ~ I Z A S U I { E ~ I E N T S ,  ETC : The C ~ m t e d  Black Tit 
(Parus rnelanolo~sl~ns), common in tlic W. I-linialayns, which also hits a doul~l(: 
row of white spots oo the wing, is differentiated by its sonlctwhat l:~ryer sin,, 
and by the c o l o ~ ~ r  of the al)domen wtiicll is iro11 grey, not I r r r u g i ~ ~ o ~ ~ s .  

Six speci~nens collected by the Loke-SBliln Ali Sikkim Survcby mcasllrc: 
Wing Bill 1 arsris Tail . - 

4 6 S 59-62 8.5-9.5 16-18 40-41 ~ n m .  
2 3 $' 58-61 8.5-9.5 18.5-17 40-4.7 nim. 

Iris brolvn; bill I~lack; legs and feet plumbeous l~ lue ;  claws h n r ~ ~ y  brown. 

THE SIKKIM BLACK TIT 

Parus d id iven t r i s  beacaiti (Jerdon) 
Lophopltat~es beaoani :Blyth'= Jerdon, 1863, Birds of India 2 : 275- 

Mount Tonglo, S i k r n .  

Sikkim Black Tit, about one-half 

F.B.I. 1:  86 
LOCAL NAME: Liho Tasso (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARA(;TERS : A black-crested tit, blue grey abo\le, greenish 

grey below, with rusty buffish cheeks. Remainder of head and upper 
breast black. A white spot on nape. Under tail-coverts chestnut. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A bird of high elev~~tions, 9000-13.000 ft. 
(Lachung, Yumthang, Changu, Thangu, Gnatol~g, etc.) in pine forest. 
Eve11 found above the tree limit in dwarf rhodoclendron scrub. Its 
seasonal altitudinal movement seems to be insignificant. 

1 x s n u s u n o N  OUTSIDE S1KKIh.I: E. Nepal, Bhutan, S. Tibet, N. 
Burma, IY. China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Typical of the tits. The song, commonly heard 
in the high pine and junlper forests in summer, is a cheerful musical 
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double whistle zuhiwhee, tohiu;hee, tohitohee, whiwhee (usually 
repeated four times). Insects and their eggs and larvae form the 
staple diet, but berries are also eaten. Kernels are extracted from 
their hard shells by persistent hammer blows of the bill while they are 
held down under foot. 

NESTING: The only Sikkim record is from 'above Gangtok' at about 
10,000 ft. elevation in 'open forest of stunted oak and other trees'- 
19 h4ay. The nest was 'a pad of moss and fur placed in a hole at 
the roots of a tree on a mossy sloping bank'. I t  contained 2 eggs, 
pure wlite blotched with reddish, measuring 18.8X14.0 and 
18.5 x 13.8 mm. (Nidification 1 : 68). 

n A c M L  GIIAHACTEHIS.I.ICS, MEASURDALICNTS, ETC: Differs from tlw W. 
Himalayan race rclfoilitchalis in having the n ~ ~ c h a l  spot pure white (l~nmixecl 
with rusty), ;1nd in the black of the breast not extenclillg to the a1:clomen. 
From the Cre5ted Black Tit (P. melni~olopllcis) of the W. Himalayas it differs 
in being slightly larger and darker coloured, and in the absence of the two 
rows of whitish spots which show up as wing-bars. 

Three d $ collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: Wing 69-75; I~ill 
10-10.5; Larsus 20-21; tail 47.5-51 mm. 

For 12 adults collectecl by Schiier in Sikkim, Strese~nann gives Wing 
67( 9 )-73( d )  mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; lexs and feet I)row~lisl~ pluml>eous; claws horny 
brown. 

THE BROWN CRESTED TIT 

Parus diclzrotrs c1ichrou.s Hodgson 
Parrrs dichrorrs Hotlgson, 1844, ill Rlytl~, Jotrr. Asic~L. Soc. Eei~gal 13: 

843-Nepal. 

Plate 24, fig. 7 (facing p. 289) 

F.B.I. 1 : 87 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Greyish brown above with an erect pointed 

crest; tawny below. A cons icuous buff-coloured interrupted collar 
on hindneck looping forwar c f  under the cheeks to base of bill-like 
the head straps in a horse's bridle. Sexes alike. Rather similar in 
general effect to the Yellownaped Ixulus (p. 202). 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high elevation tit, fairly common between 
9000 and 13,000 ft. (Lachen, Thangu, Cllangu, etc.) but not abundant. 
Affects oak, rhododendron and juniper forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, S. Tibet (Himalayan 
facies), N. Burma. A paler race, kangrae, occurs in the W. Himalayas 
from S. Kashmir to Garhwal. Other races in W. China. 

GENEFLLL HABITS : Often found in company with the Cole and Black 
Tits, tree creepers and other small birds; usually not lnore than a pair 
or so in every huntin party. Keeps to low or moderate heights in d trees. In winter fee s a good deal on the ground, often in snow, 
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amon st dwarf rhododendron scrub. Otherwise a typical tit in aU % its ha its and behaviour. I have not heard its call, neither has it 
been recorded. 

NESTING: NO specific record for Sikkim. In W. Ilimalayas the 
season is April, May, and possibly June. Nest-a pad of moss lined 
with fur or hair and a few feathers, in a hole in the trunk or derelict 
stump of a tree, fairly low down. Eggs-4 or 5, pure white, sl>otted 
with reddish, more densely at the broad end. Size about 17 x 13 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACI'ERISTICS, MCASUI\T:hll<hTS, ETC: The west 1limal;lyan racc 
kangme (Whistler) is altogether paler. 

A Sikkim Sul.vey specimen ( d )  measures: Wing 71; bill 10; tarsrls 20; tail 
48 mnl. 

For 6 aclr~lt Sikkirn examples in the Schiifcr collection, Strcsemann gives 
Wing 68( 9 )-73(d) mm. 

Iris orange-brown; I~ill black; legs and feet plurnbeous; clau,s horny brown. 

THE BLACKSPOTTED YELLOW TIT 

P a m  xanthogenys spilonotus Bonayarte 
Porcis spilnnotns Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gr-n. Av. 1 : 228, new name for 

Parus xanthogenys Blyth, 1847, Jour. Asjot. Soc. Re11ga1 16: 444- 
Himalaya (nec P .  xar~thoget~!~s Vigors, 18:31). Resbicted by 

Stun1-t R:ihcl. iP.B.1. i :  89) to N. Cuchar, 1922. 

F.B.I. 1:  89 
LOCAL NAME : Muchetink-pho (Lepclia). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A handsome, erect-crested yellow and black 

tit, with bright yellow forehead, supercilium, sides of head and neck, 
and underparts. Rest of head and throat, and a broad band down 
centre of underparts to the vent, black. Back and scapulars yellow, 
each feather laterally margined with black, producing a black-spotted 
overall effect. Prominent white spots on black upper wing-coverts. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident at medium elevations from 400 to 
8000 ft. (Gangtok); Meinertzhagen collected it at 12,000 ft. (Changu) 
in December. Local and sparse. Inhabits wooded country-forest 
as well as neigllbourhood of cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIhl: Nepal, Bhutan (?), hill ranges of 
Assam, Manipur and N. Burma. The species extends to Thailand, 
Indochina and Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Pairs or family parties, frequently associated with 
the restless mixed hunting flocks of small insecti\~orous birds. Habits 
not different from other tits'. The son , delivered from a high tree 
top, is one of the earliest bird calls at fa\vn It  is loud and spirited 
and has been well syllabified as did-he-do-it, did-he-do-it, 110-he-didn't. 

NESTING: NO record for Sikkim. Else\vhere, season A ril to June. P Nest-a pad of grass, moss, \i700l, feathers. etc., in a ho e in a tree- 
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tnink, less often in a stone wall, fairly low down. Eggs-4-6, white, 
spotted and blotched with reddish or purplish brown. Size about 
18 x 14 mm. 

IIACIAL CHARACTB~ISTICS, ~ I E A S U R E ~ I E N T S ,  ETC: Differentiated from the 
mthcr similar Ycllowclieekcd Tit (Pnrtrs x. xczr~thoge~iys) by the forehead and 
lores being bright yello\v insteacl of black; spots on wings white instcad of 
yellow; rump grey (tillget1 \\.it11 yellow of the upper parts) i~lstcacl O F  olive 
grcerl; feathers O F  mantle arlcl scapulars yellow, laterally margined with black. 
The Yellowcheekrd Tit is common in the Himalayas west of the Nepal Vi~lley 
at 4000-7000 ft., but may possibly occur in W. Sikkim. 

Two specimens collected by Schiifer at Gnngtok have Wing: d 81, 9 
76 mm. 

Iris brown; bill clark plumbeous horn; legs and feet bluish plumbeous. 

THE YELLOWBROWED TIT 

P a m  modestus modestus (Burton) 
Syluiporus modestus Barton, 1836 (18351, PTOC. 2001. SOC. Lodon :  154- 

Himalayas. Restricted Ijy Str~art Baker (Handlist: 8) to Nepal. 

Plate 24, fig. 5 (facing p. 289) 

F.B.I. 1 : 88 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARA-S : A small leaf warbler-like bird, olive green 

above, pale yellow below, with an indistinct ring of yellow feathers 
round the eye and a short yellow eyebrow. Bright yellow edge to 
closed wing. A short crest sometimes raised. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT : Incompletely known. Apparently resident 
between 6500 and 9500 ft ,  elevation, in rhododendron, oak and 
conifer forests; descending somewhat lower in winter, e.g., below 
Chungthang where a specimen was collected at about 5000 ft. in 
January. 

D I s T R I s u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, Naga Hills, Manipur, 
N. Bunna and eastward to China. A paler and brighter race 
(sinilae~zsis) inhabits the W. Himalayas. 

GENERAL HABITS: The old name Sylviprzw for this little tit was 
particularly apt since the bird's habits closely resemble both the tits' 
and the warblers'. I t  moves about busily among the trees, hanging 
in acrobatic positions on sprigs in search of insects like a tit, or 
flits restlessly in the foliage, nervously flicking its wings like a leaf 
warbler (PhyWoscopi~s). Usually keeps amongst the mixed hunting 
parties of small insectivorous birds and is easily mistaken for a 
leaf warbler without wing-bars. In life the yellow eyebrow nor- 
mally remains concealed, except perhaps when the bird is displaying 
or as a warning signal to rivals. However, this needs to be investi- 
gated. Its note has been descl-ibecl as very like that of the Biitish 
Blue Tit. 
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NESTING : Curiously ellough notl~ing is known regarding tlie season, 
site or structure of this tit's nest, not only in Sikkim but also elsewhere 
in its extensive range. Its eggs remain undescribed. 

MCLAL CHARACTEHISIICS, MEASURE~.I~:N.I.S,  ETC: 111 ~ 1 1 ~ :  11;tlld t l ~ ~  bird call 
bo immediately distinguished from a leaf warl~ler by its l o~~gcr  and stoutchr, tit- 
like tarsi. The yellow eyebrow and ring round the cye can only Le sc.c.11 if 
the concealing feathers are raisod. The yellow cyel~row 1,ecorncs lr~ucll palcr 
in worn plumage. 

A specimen ( 9 )  collected by tlle Sikkim Survey rileasurcts: Wing 55; bill 
8; tarsus 15; tail 5.2.5 nini. 'Two d J in the Schiiler collection have \2:i11g 
61-64 mm. 

Iris brown; bill ho~ny  brown; leg:< and lcet plu~i~bcous; claw's horny hro\vn. 

Szrbfnmily ALGITH-~LIN-~E : Longtailed Tits 

THE SIKKIM REDHEADED TIT 

Kgithalos coi~c- i~~t lu .~  nrbricapillw (Ticehurst) 
Egit!~nlisczrs cor~cini~a ruGriccrpilltrs Tic-ehur\t, 1925, Bull. Brit. Ori~. 

CI. 46:  22-Sikkim. 

F.B.I. 8 :  597 
LOCAL NAME : Pyiong-samyi (Lelxha). 
SIZE: Sparrow-. About that of a sunbird. 
FIELD CHARACTWS : A din~inuti~re, uncrested tit, blue grey al~ove, 

fermginous (=pale nisty) below. Forehead, crown and ilape chest- 
nut; a broad white eyebrow; a black patch on upper breast ('bib'); a 
broad black band enclosing the eyes. White moustachial streaks. 
Some white in the outer rectrices, conspicuous when tail spread in 
alighting. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident between 4000 and 8000 ft. eleva- 
tion, in fairly open broad-leaved forest with Ru1ms thickets. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S ~ I X X :  Nepal, Bhutan, and eastward to the 
Mishni and Miri hills. The race iredalei occupies the W. Himalayas. 
Other races extend the species to hlanipur, Bunna and S\V. China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Very sociable. Invariably seen in fussy flocks, 
usually in the mixed itinerant palties of 'tinies', or small insectivorous 
birds, which hunt ener etically in the canopy foliage and 'flow on' 
rapidly, in disorderly follow-my-leader fashion, from tree to tree. 
Also feeds largely on wild raspberries (Rubus spp.), clinging side\vays 
or upside down on the bunches and pecking vigorously at the ripe 
fruit. A shrill, pleasant tweet is constantly uttered while feeding, and 
also on the wing. 

N E s n N c :  No record from Sikkinl. In \Y. Himalayas, season March 
to May. Nest-a beautiful oval ball, about 5" X4", of green moss. 
lichens, fine roots, spiders' g cases, and feathers. neatly bound to- 7 gether with cobweb and thic ly lined with wool and vegetable down. 
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Suspended between several twi rs, or wedged into the fork 04 a bush, 5 3 to 6 feet up, where it is we 1 c'unouflaged. Eggs-3-6, white or 
pinkish white, freckled with pinkish red, more densely and forming 
a ring at the broad end. Size about 14x 11 mm. 

RACIAL cHAIMC.rERISTICS, bIEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Sikkim race dilfers 
from the west Himalayan in being more blue OII the back, with the head and 
flanks a darker chestnut. It is also somewhat smaller, thereby agreeing with 
the general tendency in Himalayan birds to decrease in size from west to east. 

Specimens collected by the SiLkitn Survey measure: 
Wing Bill T'arsus Tail 

1 d 50 7.5 16 48.5 mm. 
1 $ 49 7.5 17 45 mm. 

For 9 examples in the Schafer collection, Stresemann gives Wing 45(9)-  
52(d) .  Sikkim skins in the Chicago hiiuseum of Natural Iiistory measure: 
Wing 3 d d 49-51; 2 2 1 46-48 mln. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet yellowish brown; claws horny brown. 

THE RUFOUSFRONTED TIT 

Egithalos iouschistos iouschistos (Hodgson) 
Pnrlrs iotrscl~istos Hoclgson, 1844, in Blyth, Jotir. Asiut. Soc. Berlgal 1 3 :  

943-Nepal. 

Plate 24, fig. 8 (facing p. 289) 

F.B.I. 1 : 99 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  A small uncrested tit, ashy olive above with 

dark fermginous underside and cheeks. Head black with a broad 
inkish grey forehead medial stripe ('centre partin ') extending f [ackward to the nape. Sides of neck and a broad col ar on upper 

back also pinkish grey (fawn colour). Chin and throat silvery white, 
stippled with black. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high altitude tit. Resident between 9000 
and 12,000 ft., descending to 8000 ft. or so in severe winters. Affects 
mixed deciduous and conifer forests, but particularly the rhododendron 
zone below the pines, and scnibby growth on mountainsides flanking 
hill streams. 

DISTFUBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Chumbi Vallev (S. 
Tibet). Its western boundary in Nepal is presumably the Arun-Kosi 
River. 

NESTING: Nothing recorded. Betts observed one carrying nesting 
material into the upper branches of a large fir tree (Lachen c.  9000 ft., 
23 hlay 1943) bnt apparently did not see it builtling there. Ludlow 
obtained an oviduct egg from a specimen shot in Bhutan at 11,000 ft. 
elevation on 24 May (1933). 

RACIAL  CHARACTERISTIC.^, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: According to Stresemnnn, 
this species together with &. nicjeogtrlrrti.~ of the IV. fiinlnla?las and R. I~ot~r~rloti  
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of tho Chin Hills, Yunnan and western China elc., constitute an 'Artcllkrcis' or 
Superspecies. 

Twenty-two specimens collected by Schifer at Lachc~i and Lachung in N. 
Sikkim measure : Wing 54 ( 9)-59 ( d )  mm. 

Iris brown; bill black; legs yellowish brown (Jc~,dori). Ins yellow (Blanford). 

THE SULTAN TIT 

Melm~ochlora s-ultonea sultanen (Hodgson) 
Parr~s sultaneus Hodgson, 1837. Inrliun Reuiew 2 (1) : 31-Nepal. 

Plate 24, fig. 3 (facing p. 289) 

F.B.I. 1 : 101 
LOCAL NAME : Bon-tylia-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARAC~ERS: A showy, crested, black and yellow arboreal 

bird. Mde: Deep black above, including tail; also sides of head, neck, 
chin, throat and breast. Rest of underparts, forehead, crown and long 
crest bright yellow. Female: Similar, but with u per parts blackish 
brown, and chin and throat heavil washed wit olive-yellow. In K E 
overhead flight, silhouetted against t e sky, looks very like Redvented 
Bulbul. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Not uncommon in the hot, steamy 
valleys from plains level up to about 3500 ft. elevation. Between 
1200 and 2500 ft. seems to be the optimum zone. (Four skins in the 
Schafer collection are labelled 'Gangtok, 1900 m.', i.e. 6000 ft., which 
is unusually high!) Affects open deciduous forest and large trees 
bordering terrace cultivation, roads, etc. 

DIsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE SIKKXM : The lower Himalayas from Nepal 
to  NE. Assarn. The species extends through the lower lulls of Awam, 
Manipur and Burma south to Tenasserim and Thailand. 

GENERAL HABITS : Goes about in pairs or small arties. Actions and f behaviour essentially tit-like. Hunts systernatica y for insects in the 
foliage canopy of lofty trees or under the bark, clinging to the sprigs 
and tree-trunks in all manner of acrobatic positions, and peering into 
crevices and under leaves. The birds flit lightly from branch to 
branch on hovering wings, reminiscent of the Iora's parachuting dis- 
play or of a foraging party of wood shrikes (Tephrdon~is) .  Food: 
mainly insects, but also fniits and seeds. Song: a musical tew-r-r, 
tew-r-r, tezc-r-r usually repeated three times. A harsh rolling &'kreto, 
like the alarm note of some laughing thrush, is uttered from time to 
time. A short, rat he^ nasal conversational chick helps a foraging 
party to maintain contact. 

NESTING: In spite of its being a common bird, very few records 
exist, and none from Sikkim. Sem~z-April-May. Nest-a thick 

of moss heavily lined with cotton down, built in a hole or crevice 
in a tree-trtlnk. Eggs--6-7, white, thickly scattered over with bold 
brownish red spots and unde~lying ones of pinkish grey and light 
neutral tint. Size about 20 X 16 mm. 



RACLAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : 3 0 (2 collected by t l l ~  
Sikki~n Survcy mensure: Wing 95-105; I ~ i l l  16-16.5; tarsus 22-24.5; tail 85- 
92 mm. 

Four ScliBfer skin5 havc Wing 2 d d 107-109; 2 $' Q 99-103 mni. 
Iris brown; I,ill brownis11 black; leg\ and feet bluish plumbeous; claws 

horny brown. 

Subfamiltj REILIIZIN-IF: : Penduline Tits 

THE SIKKIM FIRECAPPED TIT-WARBLER 

Cephalopyrus flaniiniceps olivaceus Rothschildl 
Cepl~nlopyrtts fiinmiceps olicnceus Rothschild, 1923, Nouit. 2001. 30: 263- 

Vicinity of Tengyueh. 

Plate 18, fig. 6 (facing p. 209) 
F.B.I. 2: 545 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A brightly coloured, dumpy little flowerpecker- 

like bird with a comparatively short tail, and two yellow wing-bars, 
the lower broader and more prominent. Above, forehead orange- 
scarlet; head and back olive-orange. Below, chin and throat orange- 
scarlet; breast olden yellow; underparts paler yellow. 

Femde dul k er and paler. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Rather uncommon. Was met with only 

at fairly low levels, 1000 to 4500 ft. (Rangpo, Dentam) between 
November and May, but doubtless goes lugher in summer as in the 
western Himalayas-up to 10,000 ft. Affects forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet, 
Yunnan. The Himalayas from western Nepal to Afghanistan are 
inhabited by the paler nominate race. 

GENERAL HABITS : Restless and very like flowerpeckers'. Moves 
abollt singly or in small scattered arties (in winter) from tree to 
tree, clin ing upside down and si eways, in the m'mner of tits, d f; 
to the en s of leafy twigs in search of insect food. Also flicks wings 
nervously like a leaf warbler. The male has a pretty song in the 
breeding season resembling that of the goldfincll, but more subdued. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. In  the W. Himalayas, 5000- 
10,000 ft., season-April to June. Nest--a natural hollow in a branch 
or an old barbet's hole, usually between 20 and 40 ft. up, lined with 
grass and feathers. Eggs-nolmally 4, unmarked blue-green. Size 
about 16x12 mm. The female is a close sitter and, like tits, hisses 
at intruders. 

RACIAL CIIARACTERLSTICS, XIEASUFIEAIEW~S. PTC: Sikkim hirtls nrc' dnrkcr 
than west Himalayan flnmmiceps. The Farina gives the meas~~rements 11s 8 9 : 
Wing 57-60; bill c. 9; tarstir c. 17: tnil 28-31 nlm. 
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Iris dark brown; bill plunrlcous or l~orny grey; legs and feet plumbcous or 
slaty brown. 

Family SITTIDAE : 

Subfamiltj TRICHODROMADINAE : Wall Creeper ,  Spotted 
G r e y  Creeper 

THE WALL CREEPER 

Tichodrow n~uraria nepalensis Bonaparte (Linnaeus) 
Tichodroma iiepderlvis Bonaparte, 1850, Consp. Gen. Av. 1 : 22.5- 

Central &ia. 

Plate 15, fig. 8 (facing p. 160) 

F.B.I. 1 : 441 
LOCAL NAME : Sag-gorsa-lamdong-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  General mlour French grey. Wings bright 

crimson with white spots conspicuous in flight. Chin and tluoat 
black in summer, pure white in winter. Tail comparatively short, 
rounded, black, tipped with ashy and white. A long, slender black 
I~ill. Sexes alike, but in summer dress black of chin and throat less 
in female. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common and rather sporadic, to 12,000 ft. 
elevation and higher in summer; down to 1000 ft. or lower in winter 
(Rangpo, Toong, Chungtl~ang, Dentam, Lachung). Affects boulders 
and rocky sides of streams and gorges, cliffs, etc. 

DIsTRIsUnoN 0WSII)E SW(IX1: Throughout the Himalayas from 
Kashmir eastward. Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north of Brahma- 
putra River. The species ranges through Europe and .Asia to China. 

GENERAL HABITS : Solitary, or in widely separated airs. Clambers S up vertical surfaces in jerky spurts, flicking ope11 an sh l~ t  the broad 
crimson wings from time to time to stampede insects and spiders lu rk  
ing amongst lichens and in the crevices and une\.ennesses of the rock. 
Flight cu~iously reminiscent of a large I ~ u t t e d y :  flap . . . pause 
(with wings closed) . . . flap . . . Ye , and so on. Also rather 
hoopoe-like. Voice and call unrecor ed in our limits. 

NESTING: Breeds at high altitudes, 12,000-16,000 ft. No record for 
Sikkim. Elsewhere in the Himalayas : Season-hclay-June. A7est- 
a pad of wool, grass, etc., wedged between boulders in a precipitous 
cliff-face. Eggs--4-6, dull white. speckled and spotted at the larger 
end with black or deep red-brown. Size about 2 2 ~  15 mm. 

RACIAL CHARAC1.EHI.sTlC:S. XIEASUREhfEhTS, ETC: The Fauna gives for < 9 
Wing 94-102; bill 27-32! tarsus 25-27; tail c. 50-54 mm. 

A Sikkim Su~.vry d measures Wing 103.5: bill 29; tarsus 24; tail 55.5 mm. 
Iris brown; hill brownish black; legs, feet and claws blackish brow.11. 
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Subfamily SITI,IN;IE : Nuthatches 

THE WHITE'I'AILED NUTHATCH 

Sitta ltimn?ayensis hil~mlayens-is Jardine & Selby 
Sitta himalayensis Jardine fk Selby, 1635, I l l~~s t r .  Orn. 3, pl. 144-  

Ilimnlayas (Si~nla). 

F.B.I. 1 : 122 
LOCAL NAME : Siddyi-phip (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: A short and square-tailed slaty blue bird 

ale fulvous and chestnut underpnrts and longish straight pointed 
eill. Forehead black continued behind in a black line through the 
eye down sides of neck to the shoulder. Under tail-coverts chestnut. 
Its chief distinguishing mark from other nuthatches is the white patch 
at the base of the tail feathers. In overhead flight a white patch 
on the otherwise blackish underwing, conspicuous. Sexes alike; 
female somewhat duller and paler. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident between 5000 and 11,000 ft. 
(August), descending as low as about 3000 ft. in winter (March). 
Partial to oak and rhododendron forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Himalayas from Kangra and 
Chamba eastward to Bhutan and the Aka Hills (north of Brahmaputra 
River). Also at the higher elevations of the N. Cachar and Manipur 
hills, and N. Burma. 

The species extends to Tonkin. 
G ~ E R A L  HABITS: Pairs or scattered family parties, often amongst 

the hunting bands of small insectivorous. birds that rove the forest. 
Creeps jerkily along the upper or under side of moss-covered boughs 
or up and around tree-tn~nks with astonishing agility, prying into 
crevices in the bark or under the moss in search of lurking insects, 
presently flying off to 'mother tree nearby-occasionally in low 
shn~bs-to resume the hunt. The birds maintain contact with one 
another by a feeble, mousy chip-chip. At the onset of the nesting 
season a clear, spirited, tit-like, whistling song toheet-wit-wit-2c;it-lc;dt 
-cluickly repeated 6 to 8 times-is delivered by the male with neck 
partially upstretched, from a perch in a tree. Food: mainly insects, 
but also kernels of nuts and seeds. The nut is fixed in a suitable 
hollow in a branch and hacked open by determined hammer blows 
of the pointed bill. 

NESTING : An early breeder. Season-March to May. Nest-a 
pad of green moss 'and moss roots in some natural hollow in a tree 
trunk or bough, at m y  height between 5 and 25 ft. The opening is 
plastered up with clay leaving a neat round entrance hole about 
lfi inches in diameter. E g g s 5  to 7, white, thickly blotched and 
spotted with red, inore profusely at the broad end. Size about 
19x 14 mm. 

RACIAL CIIARACTERISTICS, A I E A S U R E X I C ~ S ,  ETC: TWO Q 9 c01I~c t~d  at 
Chungthang measure: Wing 68-74; bill 14-15; tmws 17-18; tail 33 5-38 mm. 



For 30 specimais in the Schifer Sikkim collection (Gangtok, Chungthang, 
Lachen, Manshitang, Pe~ilom-la, Karponaiig) Stresernann givcs Wing 68(9 ) -  
76( dl. 

Iris brown; ripper iiinndilsle l~lackish bro\vn, lower pale plumbmils with 
horny brown tip; legs, feet a~ id  claws p:ile horny l~rown. 

THE CINNAMONBELLIED NUTHATCH 

Sitta custarlea cinrlo~noc;er~tri.s Blyth 
Sitta cltlnamooei~tris Blyth, 1842, lour. Asiat. Soc. Beiigul 11 : 459, ex 

Tickell MS.-Darjeeelilig. 

F.B.I. 1 : 125 
LOCAL NAME : Siddyi-phip (Lepchaj. 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHAR~(;TERS: Male: Slaty blue above, including crown and 

nape; chestnut red below. A black streak from the nostril back- 
ward through the eye to the shoulder. Cheeks, ear-coverts and 
chin white, sharply defined. Under tail-coverts white, fringed with 
bright chestnut. White patches near tip of outer tail feathers. In 
overhead flight a white patch visible under wing at base of 
primaries. 

Female: White on face less sharply defined. Lower plumage 
cinnamon brown, paler on throat and breast. Easily confused with 
Wlitetailed Nuthatch; for diagnosis see below. 

STATUS AND IWITAT: Resident and colninon between about 
1000 ft. elevation (or lower) and about 5500 ft. (Ran po, Martam, 
Can tok, Singhik, Dentarn, Rinchinpong, etc.). ects openly 
WOO 2 ed country with large trees. 

d 
DIsTRlsUnoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal (up to 6500 ft.-Ripley); 

Bhutan to extreme east Assam north and south of the Brahmaputra; 
Manipur; Cluttagong Hill Tracts (E. Pakistan). The species in 
other races is widely distributed in S. Europe and Asia, including 
the greater part of India and Burma. 

G ~ E R A L  WITS: Similar to those of the white-tailed species. 
Often seen in association wit11 the Velvetfronted Nuthatch, which. 
however, it treats as a food competitor and in\~aiiably chases off 
if on the same branch. Occasionally descends to the ground to 
feed on termites etc. The male's breeding call is a single loud and 
clear whistle, chuthee, repeated about once in hvo or three seconds. 

NESTING: Sea.so~+A ril to June. Nest-not different from that 
of the species describe!, except perhaps in that the moss is often 
capped by mammal fur for the eggs to lie on. An unusual nest 
found in Sikkim by Gaminie was placed 20 ft. u in the internode Y sectioll of a decaying bamboo and consisted o se\.eral alternate 
layers of green moss and pieces of tree bark piled one over the 
otller. E g s 2 j  to 7, white, less boldly spotted with dark red than 
in the white-tailed species. Size about 19X 14 mm. 
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RACIAL CHARACTERIS~.IZS, ~V[EASUHEMEN.I.S, ETC: Both sexes differ from cor- 
responding sexes of the race castanca, found over most of India, (1) in possessing 
a blunter, longer, and heavier bill; (2) the crown and nape are concolorous with 
the back, not paler; (3) cliest~~i~t-lringml u ~ ~ d e r  tail-coverts white, not slaty hluc; 
(4) underparts of male a brighter redder chestnut, not dark cl~c,st~lut bay. 

Femde cit~riarnooerltr.is may be differentiated in the field from Sittn 
hii)~aloyer~sis by (1) nbselrcc of white patch at hase of tail; (2) its slightly largcr 
size and darker chestl~ut u~lderp:irts; (3) its cl~est~~ut-fringed white under tail- 
coverts, not pale chestnut as in that specics. 

Three d d collected by the Loke-SBlim Ali Survey measure: Wing 83-86; 
bill 21-22; tarsus 20; tail 40-42.5 mrn. A Sikkim 9 in thc Sc11ii.fer collectiorl 
has Wing 83 mm. 

Iriq brown; upper ~nar~dible hoi-ny black except ridge of culmen (for about 
10 mm. posteriorly) which is pale plumbeous; lower mandible pale plr~mbeous 
except tip and commissure which are black; legs and feet plumbeous; claws 
brown. 

THE BEAUTIFUL NUTHATCH 

Sitta fo4rttoscn Blyth 
Sitta formosa Blyth, 1843, 1o11r. Asint. Soc. Ucr~gul 12 : 938-Darjeeli~~g. 

Plate 15, fig. 6 (facing p. 160) 

F.B.I. 1 : 131 
LOCAL NAME: Tishe kuyi gumbo (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Bulb~l- .  
FIELD CHARACTERS : A large, handsome, black and blue nuthatch, 

unmistakable for any other bird. Forehead black. Crown, nape 
and mantle black streaked with cobalt blue. Sides of neck and back 
black streaked with bluish white. Rest of upper arts blue. Flight 
and tail feathers black, more or less edged with %lue. Tail tipped 
bluish white. Sides of head, chin, and throat white, shading into 
the dull chestnut lower plumage. In  flight a white patch on the 
black undenving, at base of primaries, conspicuous from below. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Very rare and local. In  recent years obtained 
only by Meinertzhagen at 1100 ft. elevation (Rangpo) in December, 
and again at 6400 ft. (Rangiroon, Darjeeling Dist.) in the same month. 
Evidently, therefore, it occupies a wide altitudinal range (seasonal ?). 

DIsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE S I K K I ~ I :  Bhutan and the eastern Himalayas 
to  our extreme NE, frontier. Assam hills south of Brahmaputra River; 
Manipur; N. Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very little recorded. Keeps in pairs or parties 
of 4 or 5. Not shy. Its actions and 1)ehaviour while creeping up and 
down boughs and tree-trunks in search of food are characteristic of 
the genus but slower, resemblin those of a woodpecker. Flight fast. 
Call: typical of the nuthatches; 6 escribed as lower and sweeter in tone. 

NESTING : NO record for Sikkim. Season (in Assam)-April to June. 
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Nest-a pad of rodents' fur in a tree-hole 8 to 25 ft. up, walled u 
with clay, leaving a neat round entrance. E g g . 9 4  to 6, white wit 
small dark red specks and spots. Size about 21x 16 mm. 

R 
RACIAL C:HAIUCTEI~ISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ~ 1 . c :  The F ; ~ u a  gives the measure- 

ments as:  d F) Wing 114-118; I ~ i l l  c. 17; tarsus c. 21; tail (:. 58-(30 nun. 
Against the above, Dr Hipley measures 2 9 collected iri the Mishrni 

Hills as:  Wing 98-99.5; bill 20-21.5. 
Iris dark brown; bill blackish; legs and feet greenish horn. iwliistler MS.) 

THE VELVETFRONTED NUTHATCH 

Sitta frontalis frontali.~ Swainson 
Sitta frontalis Swai~iion, 1820, Zool. Illu>tr., berics 1, pt. i ,  pl. 2-Ceylon. 

F.B.I. 1 : 132 
LOCAL NAM.E : 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
F~ELD C H A R A ~ ~ E R S :  A small p ish blue nuthatch with pale lilac 

grey underparts, velvety black fore "R' ead, and coral red bill. A white 
spot at base of black primaries visible from below. M d e  with a black 
stripe (supercilium) above eye, extending to nape; female without. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Stevens records it up to 2500 ft. elevation 
in the Teesta Valley. In Sikkim, according to him, it nowhere 
approaches 5000 ft. as given by Oates for the Himalayas. The Loke- 
Sililn Ali Survey found the species commonest between 1000 and 
2000 ft., but also came across it at about 4500 ft. (Singhik) and between 
5500 and 6500 ft. (Gangtok) in February and December 1952 and April 
1955. Affects broad-leaved forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Practically all India, Pakistan and 
Bunna excepting the arid areas. Plains, and up to about 6000 ft. 
elevation. 

GENERAL HABITS: Very similar to those of the Wllitetailed and 
other nuthatches. Pairs or family parties usually seen amongst mixed 
hunting associations of small insectivorous birds. Call: a loud cheep- 
ing whistle of the quality and volume of a sunbird's. hleinbers of a 
party maintain contact with one another by a variety of mousy cheeps. 
The male has a trilling 'song' in the breeding season. 

NESTING: Season-April to June. Nest-a pad of moss lined with 
fur, and sometimes a few feathers. Placed in a small tree-hole usually 
under 20 ft. (but up to 40 ft.). On account of the smallness of the 
hole normally selected, plastering up with clay as in other nuthatches 
is seldom necessary. E g g s 4  or 5, white, densely speckled and 
blotched wit11 red and purplish. Size about 17 x 13 min. 

HACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, ~ ~ E A S U R E ~ I E ~ - ~ S ,  ETC : A 3 collc.ctc.d in Sikki~n 
measures: Witis 73: I)il l  14.5; tmsus 16.5: t:ril 40 nlm. 

hlenrureme~~ts of se1ic.5 from Nepal. Naga Hills, etc. shoa~ the difference in 
size between south Indian and north Indian birds to l ~ e  so insignificant !hat it 
seems pointless to recognize the northcrn race corollir~a, separated on the 
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character of smallness. This col~clusion agrees with Vaurie's recent revison of 
the Asiatic nuthatches (Amer. A4trs. Nooitc~tes, No. 1472: 12. 1 Nov. 1950). 

Family CERTHIIDAE : Tree Creepers 

THE NEPAL TREE CREEPER 

Cer-tlaia fa~nilia~is ma~ndellii Brooks 
Certhin marldellii Brooks, 1874, Jozrr. Asiat. Soc. Rengal 42 (2)  : 256-Sikkirn. 

Plate 15, fig. 7 (facing p. 160) 

F.B.I. 1 : 433 ( = nipdensis) 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
FIELD C H A R A C T ~ S :  A small, mottled, dark brown bird with bright 

ferruginous rump and upper tail-coverts, and a longish, 
woodpecker-like, reddish brown tail. An oblique fulvous ban p d ,  across 
wings. Chin, cheeks, throat and breast white; under tail-coverts 
fulvous. Slender, slightly curved bill. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Not uncommon at the higher 
elevations, usually between c. 7500 and 13,500 ft. (Lachen, Lachung, 
Thangu, Gnatong, Karponang, Sandakphu), but also noted at 
c. 5500 ft. (Kewzing). Affects silver fir, deodar and rhododendron 
forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Eastern Nepal, Bhutan, S. Tibet. 
Another race (hodgsoni) occurs in the western Himalayas, from NW. 
Kashmir to W. Nepal. 

GENERAL HABITS: Entirely arboreal, though occasionally seen on 
moss-covered rocks. Partial to conifers. Pairs or family parties, al- 
most invariably 'amongst the mixed hunting parties of tits, flycatchers, 
etc. Clings to moss- and lichen-covered tree trunks, creeps up in 
short spurts, directly or in irregular spirals, and searches the crevices 
and under the bark for hiding insects. After working up to near 
the top of a tree, flies off to another, alighting on the trunk near 
its base and scuttling upward in the same way. Has a number of 
squeaky, mouse-like notes. 

NESTING: Seuson-cl-Liefly May-June. Nest-a shapeless mass of 
feathers, straw, etc. wedged in a crevice or bulge of loose outflaking 
bark of a deodar, 4 to 40 ft. from the ground. Eggs-4 or 5, pale 
pinkish wlute, heavily spotted and speckled with reddish brown, more 
densely at the broad end to foim an irregular cap or zone. Size 
about 16 x 12 mm. 

RACIAL cIunAcTERrs.rIcs, X I E A S U R E ~ I E N ~ . ~ ,  ETC: White ~lnderp;~rts ,  slightly 
shorter I~ill, and f :~i l~t~lcss  or absence of cross-rays in the tail, clistinguish this 
species ifornilinrip) irolrl h i ~ n n l n y n ~ ~ u .  

The  \V. Himalayan race 1~oclg.sor1i c1iifcl.s in I~eing paler 11ronm nl~ovc., with 
only a tinge of f ~ ~ l v o ~ ~ s  011 Io\ver I,ack :~nd  rump. 



The Survey specimens measure : 
Wing Bill Tars tw: Tail 

2 3 5! 63-64.5 14.5-15.5 17-17.5 55-57 ni~n. 
l o ?  64 13 17.5 54.5 mni. 

Four Sikkim d d in the Chicago Museum of Natural Iiistory have Wiug 
65-67; 4 9 $? 63-66 mm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible horny brown, lower pinkish flesh colour; legs, 
feet and claws horny brown. 

THE SIKKIM TREE CREEPER 

Certhia discolor &color Blyth 
Certhia discolor Blyth, 1845, Jour. Asid. Soc. Bengul 14: 580-llarjeeling. 

F.B.I. 1 : 435 
LOCAL NAME : Saddyer-11110 (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Similar to the Nepal Tree Creeper, but with 

the entire lower,plumage earthy brown; under tail-coverts ferruginous; 
bill a little longer and more curved. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident.' Fairly common, and on the whole 
seems to occupy a lower zone than the Nepal Tree Creeper at least 
in winter (4000 to 6000 ft., Rinchinpong, Temi). But hleinertzha en 
also found it higher up, 9000 to 12,000 ft., in late Decem % er 

iKalyanang, 
Changu), so the ranges of the two species evidently 

over ap. Mects deciduous oak forest at the lower levels, and conifers 
and rhododendrons at higher elevations. 

DISTRIBUITON OUTSIDE SWCIM : Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south of Brahrnaputra River, Naga Hills, W. Manipur. Other 
races extend the species through E. Manipur to Burma, Yunnan, 
Thailand, Tonkin, Annam. 

GENERAL HABITS : Similar to those of the Nepal Tree Creeper. A 
pair or so almost invariably amongst the mixed huntin parties of 
tits and other tinies, creeping jerkily on moss- and lic en-covered 
trunks and boughs. 

f 
NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Seasort-in Assam hills, April- 

May. Nest and eggs very similar to those of tnandellii, but perhaps 
the eggs are more densely marked with tiny blotches and freckles of 
a deeper red-brown, and with a lesser tendency to form a ring or 
cap at the broad end. Size about 16x 12 mm. 

- 

nACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, hlEASUREhlEhTS, ETC : Sikkim Survey spcwi~nens 
measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
3 $8 67-70 18 17-16 73.5-80 mm. 
1 9  68 16 16.5 73 mm. 
1 o ' i  68 1G 15.5 71 mm. 

Ids bro\vn; upper nlandible horny brow~l, Inmer flesh coloul-ed; Icgs, feet 
and claws pale 11orlly brown. 
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STOLICZKA'S TREE CREEPER 

Certhia niprrlaw's Blyth 
Certh in  ilipa1s11~i.s 'Hodgson'=Rlyth, 1845, J o t ~ r .  Asiot. SOC. Bengdl  

14 : 581.-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 1 : 438 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  Like the Nepal and Sikkim Tree Creepers, 

with the conspicuous buff wing bar, but abase black, streaked with 
fulvous; beloto, chin and throat white, rest of undei-parts including 
under tail-coverts fermginous (rusty red). Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Stevens records it from 6500 to 10,000 ft. 
in winter; hileinertzhagen also obtained specimens between 5200 and 
10,500 ft. elevation (Rinchinpong, C,hungthang, Lachen, Changu), 
November to January, and found it not uncommon. Its biotope 
overlaps that of the other two tree creepers. The Sikkim Omitllolo- 
gical Survey apparently overlooked it. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SMKIM: E. Nepal, Bhutan to E. Assam. 
Possibly also Naga Hills and Manipur. 

GENERAL HABITS: Same as of the two previous s ecies, but 
according to Meineltzhagen oftener met with by itsel[ singly or 
in pairs, than in the mixed hunting parties of tits etc. He  also 
describes it as being more silent, slower and more deliberate in 
its movements, and keeping largely to lower rotten and mossy trees, 
seldom ascendin high up  into the branches. e NESTING: Un nown. 

nAcIAL CHAFIACTERIS~KS, BII:ASUREMENTS, ETC : The Fauna gives the mea- 
surements (8 Q )  as: Wing 67-74; bill c .  13-18, generally c. 16; tarsus c .  18; tail 
64-71 mm. 

Soft parts as ill t l ~ e  other tree creepers. 

Family DICAEIDAE : Flowerpeckers 

THE FIREBREASTED FLOWERPECKER 

Dicaleu~u ignipectus ignipectus (Blyth) 
A4ysa11tl1e ignipectrrs 'Hodgson '=Rly th ,  1813, Jour.  Asint. Soc.  Ber~gul 

12 : 98.3-Nepal. 

Plate 13, fig. 4 (facing p. 144) 
Plate 22, fig. 9 (facing p. 273) 

F.B.I. 3 :  427 
LOCAL NMIE : Sangti-pro-pho (Lepchn). 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A restless, brilliant, stub-tailed little bird, very 

like a sunbird but with a shol-tel: bill. Male: Above, deep glossy 
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metallic greenish black. Below, rich buff waslled with greenish 011 
the flanks. A bright crimson patch on breast, and a black patch 
below this, sometimes down to centre of abdomen. 

Feirrale: Aboce, olive-green with a corltra.stir~g yellowis11 rump. 
Belou;; as in male but without the crimson or black patclles. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: The commorlest flowerpecker in Sikkirn. 
Met with between c. 2500 and 6500 ft. (Temi, Kewzir~g, Rinchil~~mr~g, 
Dikchu, Singluk, Manshitang, Gangtok). Accvrding to Steve~~s, 
'generally distributed between 3500 and 10,000 ft.' in the Sikkim 
Himalayas. Stuart Baker even says 'it certainly breeds u p  to 
12,000 ft. in Sikkim', thougli he does not give his authority. On 
Lorantlzw clumps parasitizing forest trees. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIXKIM: Throu Ilout the lower Himalayas 

K f from the Sutlej Valle to NE. Assam. A so rest of Assam, hlanipur, 
Burma, Thailand. T e species ranges to S. China, the Pllilippincs 
and Malaysia. 

GENW HABITS: hboreal. Inseparable from the parasitic 
Lmmztlzws clumps so abundant on the tall forest trees, its staple 
food being the ripe berries of this plant. It plucks and revolves 
a berry between its mandibles to strip off and swallow the epiw , T wiping the viscous seed on a neighbouring branch where it quick y 
sprouts and starts a fresh infestation. Or sometimes it will swallow 
the entire belry and void the seed in due course on a different 
tree, thus spreadin the mischief farther afield. hluch rivalry 
prevails between in d ividuals feeding amongst the Lora~dhus clumps 
and intruders are chased off wit11 persistence and determination. 
Nectar, small insects and spiders are also eaten. 

Utters a sharp chik-chik-chik as it hops restlessly amongst the 
parasitic clusters, or dashes from tree to tree. 

NESTING: Seaso~z-April-hlay. Nest-a beautiful little pear- 
shaped pouch with a lateral entrance hole, of soft felted vegetable 
down, occasionally draped on the outside with some green moss. 
Hung from a twig 12 to 20 ft. from the ground. Eggs-2 or 3, 
white, measuring about 15 x 10 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, XIEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Sikkim Survey speci- 
mens measure: 4 6 d \Vir~g 49-53; bill 9-10; tarsus 12-13; tail 24.5-27 mm. 

Scliiifer's Silikim skins gi\-e Wing S d d 49, 50, 51; 2 O '1 47, 48 Inm. 
Iris brown; I~ill I,lnck, or with lower mandil~le plurnbrous llorn; legs, fret 

and claws blackish brown. 
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THE YELLOWBELLIED FLOWERPECKER 

Dicaeurt~ rnelulaozar~t l~~~~~~ (Blyth) 
Pachyglossa melanoznnthn 'Hodgson'=Blyth, 1843, Jour. Asiat. Soc. 

Bellgal 12 : 1010-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 3:  439 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
FIELD CHARACTIXS: Mabe: Abooe, including sides of neck and 

breast, velvety black. Two outer pairs of tail feathers with a white 
patch on inner web near tip. Below, middle of chin, throat and 
breast white. Rest of lower plumage bright yellow. 

Female: Like the male, but black replaced by greenish brown, 
paler on sides of head, neck, and breast. Middle of chi11 and 
throat greyish white. Abdomen and under tail-covei-ts yellow. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. In the Chicago Museum there is a 
good series collected by Stevens from 5500 to 6000 ft. elevation 
(Lingtam) in January and February 1931. Schifer obtained 4 
examples at c.  9000 ft. (Lachen) between 6 and 12 Sept. 1939. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Kumaon and tluough Nepal and 
Bhutan (?) to E. Assam. 

G E ~ F U L  WITS: Said to be typical of the flowerpeckers, but 
little known. 

NESTING : Unknown. 
RACIAL CHARACTEHUSTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Schafer's Sikkim specinlens 

have Wing 2 d d 70, 75; 2 9 9 83, 66 mm. 
Iris red; bill black; legs and feet dark plumbeous (Fauna). 

The genus Aethopygcn is characterized by the males possessing, 
in addition to brilliant metallic plumage, a bright yellow rump and 
long graduated tails with elongated central feathers narrowing to a 
point. The females have shorter, less graduated tails (without the 
lengthened central feathers), and are conspicuously greenish tinged 
on the underparts. The bill, as in other sunbirds, is slender and 
downcurved, well adapted for probing into tubular flowers. 
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THE FIRETAILED YELLOWBACKED SUNBIRD 

Aethopygu igiiicawla ig~l icadu  (Hdgson) 
Cinnyris ignicaurla Hodgso~l, 1836, Zlrd. Iteciew 1 (7) : 27S-Nepal. 

Plate 13, fig. 3 (facing p. 144) 
Plate 22, fig. 6 (facing p. 273) 

F.B.I. 3:  383 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
n E L D  CHARACTERS : Mde (breeding) : Above, forehead, crown, and 

sides of chin and throat metallic blue. Rest of upper parts crimson 
except rump which is bright yellow, and long pointed tail which is 
largely crimson brick-red. Below, chin and throat metallic furple; 
breast yellow, suffused with scarlet-crimson. Rest of lower p umage 
dull greenish yellow. 

After breeding the male moults into a dull, rather female-like 
eclipse plumage, with the tail, though much duller and shorter, 
still retainin its pointed shape. Head, chin and throat grey; crown k streaked dar er. Scarlet on breast much reduced, but rest, including 
yellow rump and scarlet upper tail-coverts, as in the breeding 
plumage. 

Fe?nu!e: Above, ashy green; rump and tail-coverts fringed with 
yellow, but no di~tinct yellow rump-band. Tail blackish, tin ed 
with ashy green and obsoletely pale-tipped; the central feathers go1 8 en 
brown. Below, blackish ashy green changing to greenish yellow 
on abdomen and posterior flanks. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: The Sikkirn sunbird with the highest alti- 
tudinal ceiling. Normally resident between c. 4,500 and 13,000 ft., 
moving down slightly from its highest levels in severe winters 
(Dentam, Rinchinpong, Pemionche, Gangtok, near Manshitang, 
Lachung, Yumthang, Thangu). Blanford recorded it at 11,000 ft. 
in t.he Chola Range in August. According to Stevens occasionally 
found at 2000 ft. or lower in winter. Affects forest of oak, rhododen- 
dron and conifers. 

DrsTRIsunoN OUTSIDE s m m f  : Kumaon, Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan, 
SE. Tibet (Himalayan facies); Assam, Manipur. The species extends 
to Mt Victoria, NE. Burma, Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Arboreal. Restless and active. Flits about the 
tree-tops glittering like a living gem against the dark foliage. Hangs 
sideways or upside down on a cluster of rhododendron blossoms 
nervously twitching its wings, and probes into the flower tubes for 
nectar. Hovers momentarily in front of sprigs on rapidly vibrating 
wings-like a hawk-moth-in search of insects and spiders which also 
fonn a large part of its diet. Its song has not been recorded. 

NESTING : Seasmz-April-May. Nest-an oblong pouch of moss 
mixed with fine grass, roots and vegetable down, with an entrance 
hole near the top. Suspended from the tip of a ringal bamboo branch 
or bush, 3 ft. or so from the ground, in silver fir and rhododendron 
forest frequently at altitudes of 10,000-12,000 ft. Egg3s--2, variable, 
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white to pale violet-white or pale brick-red, freckled wit11 purplish 
or reddish brown. Size about 16 x 12 mm. 

RACIAL CFIARACTE~LS~.ICS,  X ~ E A S U ~ M T N T S ,  ETC : Specimens collrcted by the 
Sikki~n Survey in January (eclipse plumagc) measure: 2 d d Wing 58-59; 
bill 22-24; tarsus 16, 16; tail 48-48.5 mln. In brceding plumage the tail is 
'108-118 mn~. '  (Fauna). 

Schiifcr's Sikkinl series, irlclucling lnalcs in 'srrcding as well as eclipse 
plumage, gives Wing 15  d d 56-60 (Bv. 57.6); 2 9 O 52, 55 mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris brown; bill, legs. feet iund claws horny l~rown. 

THE BLACKBREASTED SUNBIRD 

Aetlzopyga sat~irnta satzrmtn (Hodgson) 
Cir~nyr is  .~nturntn Hoclgson, 1836, lntl. Revieto 1 (7): 273-Nepal. 

Plate 13, fig. 2 (facing p. 144) 
Plate 22, fig. 8 (facing p. 273) 

F.B.I. 3 :  388 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : SP~ITOW - . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  Male: Very dark, almost black in the distance, 

with long pointed tail. Above, forehead, crown, nape, hindneck, 
and a broad moustachial streak metallic bluish purple. Upper back 
very dark crimson-maroon, changing to dull black lower; a narrow 
and inconspicuous yellow rump-band; rump, tail-coverts and tail 
largely glistening steel blue. Belotu, sides of head and neck, chin, 
throat and breast black; rest of lower plumage dull grey-green. There 
is no eclipse plumage. 

Female: Confusingly like female ignicwda, but with upper 
plumage light green and a distinct yellow band across the rump. 
Tail, excepting central feathers, broadly tipped with dull white. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A fairly common resident at the lower 
elevations, u p  to c. 6500 ft. (Singtam, Martam, Dikchu, Chungthang, 
Gangtok). Affects fringes of dense evergreen forest, and secondary 
jungle. 

D I s m s u n o N  OUTSIDE S I K K I ~ ~  : Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet 
(Himalayan facies). The species extends through Assam, hrlanipur 
and Burma to Yunnan and Tonkin. 

GENERAL HABITS: Typical of the sunbirds as described under Ae. 
ignicausla. Perhaps less bursting wit1 energy than many of its 
congeners, often remaining hopping ahout in one flower-laden bush 
for minutes instead of flashing ceaselessly from bush to 1111sh. The 
flowers of a species of Holmskioldirb, common within its altitudinal 
range, form an irresistible attraction to this and other sunbirds. 

NESTING : Not specifically recorded in Sikkim. Season elsewhere- 
May to July. Nest-a compact oblong pouch of fibres and moss, lined 
copiously with fine cotton down, with a porchecl lateral entrance. 
Attached to a thin twig or creeper stem usually under 4 ft, froin the 
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ground. Eggs-2 or 3, white, spotted and blotched with inky black 
and inky grey, more densely at the broad end. Size allout 1.5 X 12 mm. 

RACIAL C H A R A C ~ R L S ~ ' I C S ,  MEASUREMENTS, PTC:: S ~ C C ~ I ~ C I I S  COIIVC~C'(I  by 
the Sikkim Survey measure: 2 d d  Wing 55-58; bill 23-23.5; tarsus 14-16; 
tail 74-76 mm. 

Schiifer's Sikkim skins give Wing 10 d 3 53-57 (av. 55.4); 1 7 47 mrn. 
Iris brown; bill brownish black; legs, fcct and cl:~ws dark horny l~rown. 
Cruiously enough, as reflected also by the specimens collectczl, rnalcs ol 

this sunbird and the Firetailed species in SiLkim :lppau vastly to outn11111I)c1. 
the females-in the proportion of something like 10 : 1-and this ill ~pi te  of 
a special look-out being kept for the 1attr.r. 

THE SIKKIM YELLOWBACKED SUNBIRD 

Aethqqga  nipalmsis koelzi Ripley 
Aethopyga nipalensis koelzi Ripley, 1948, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washia@oiz 

6 1 :  106-Mishrni Hills, N.E. Assam. 

F.B.I. 3 :  391 (part) 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : hlale: Above, forehead to hindneck metallic 

green. Sides of neck and u per back deep crimson-maroon. Lower 
li back olive-green; rump brig t yellow. Tail-coverts and central tail 

largely metallic green; rest of tail black. Beloto, chin and throat 
metallic green; breast golden yellow, finely streaked wit11 scarlet. 
Rest of lower plumage olive-yellow. 

F e d e :  Difficult t o  tell with certainty. .Overall olive-green and 
olive-grey. No yellow band across rump. Under tail-co\~erts 
yellowish. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common resident from c. 1OOO to 
9000 ft. altitude (Singtam, Martam, Dikchu, Singhik, Lingtarn, 
Chungthang, Lachen, Manshitang, Gangtok). SchSer procured a 
specimen at Changu, c. 12,000 ft., in February. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIA~:  Assam north and south of 
Brahmaputra River, westward through SE. Tibet and Bhutan to E. 
Nepal. The species extends further west to Garhwal and Kumaon. 
Also found in Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS : Similar to  the foregoing. 
NESTING : Smon-May-June. Nest-typical of the sunbirds, an 

oval pouch of moss mixed with roots, lined with vegetable down, 
and with a lateral entrance hole near the top; no projecting porch 
over it. Suspended at the end of a twig of a lo\v bush, 2 to 4 ft. 
from the ground. Eggs-usually 2, white, sometimes with a little 

mottling at the broad end. Size about l G X  11 mm. 
RACW CHARACTERISTLCS, ~IEASURE~~ENTS,  ETC : Tile race koelzi of SiLliin~ 

and the E. Himalayas is larger in size than the W. Himalayan rlipaleruis, with 
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the scarlet streilkit~g 011 the breast n~uch richer. The Srlrvry specimens 
Ineasure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
2 d d 53-54 23-24 16-17 56-60 n ~ m .  
2 Q Q 50-50 22- 23.5 13.5-15 41-42 mm. 

A large series collected by Schller in Sikkim givcj Wing 20 6 d 53-56, 58 
(av. 54.4); 14 9 Q 48-51 (av. 49.3) mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris brown; bill brownish black; legs, feet a l~d claws horny brown. 

MRS GOULD'S YELLOWBACKED SUNBIRD, Aethopyga gouldiae 
goukliae (Vigors)-Plate 13, fig. 1; Plate 22, fig. 7-is uncommon 
in Sikkim, with an indeterminate local status. Stevens says, 'Found 
at all elevations from 4000 to 10,000 ft. (in the Sikkim Himalayas) 
according to season.' I came across it only once at c. 6500 ft. 
(below Lachen), 24 February. Schiifer collected two males at 9000 ft. 
(Lachen), 29 June. Wing 55, 57 mm. 

RECOGNITION : M&: Crimson above, yellow below. Forehead, 
crown, chin, throat, and a spot on either side of breast deep metallic 
purple-blue. Rump bright yellow. Upper tail-coverts and central 
tail metallic purple-blue. 

Female: Overall olive grey-green with a yellow band across 
rump. Indistinguishable in the field from female of saturcnta; in the 
hand its smaller bill is a clue. 

THE INDIAN STREAKED SPIDERHUNTER 

Arachnothera iagna mugna (Hodgson) 
Cinnyris mugna IIocl.gson, 1836, Ind. Review 1 (7): 272-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 3 :  414 
LOCAL NAMES : Dom-siriok-pho (Lepcha); Yedong-pichang (Bhutia). 
SIZE : Sparrow + . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  A dumpy, short-tailed, flower-haunting bird 

with a long, slender, curved bill and stout, yellow legs. Overall olive- 
yellow, heavily streaked with black. Tail olive-yellow with pale 
yellowish tips and broad blackish subterminal bands. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common or abundant, but frequent at 
elevations between c. 1500 and 5000 ft. (Singtam, Martarn, Dikchu, 
Chungthang). Closely associated with wild banana plants (Musa sp.), 
in tropical foothills forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S I K K I ~ Z :  The lower Himalayas from the 
Sutlej Valley to extreme NE. Assam. Assam, Manipur, Chittagong 
Hill Tracts (E. Pakistan), Burma. The species extends to Yunnan 
and Indochina. 

GENERAL HABITS : Arboreal. Active and energetic. Keeps singly 
or in pairs, visiting a large variety of flowering trees, shrubs and 
parasitic Loranthu.~ clumps in quest of nectar and the attendant 
insects which comprise its food. Sometimes hovers for several seconds 



at a time i11 front of a sprig of leaves to take a spider from its we\>. 
Inseparable from wild banana plants whose flowers form a wrfed 
sheath for its bill and which, in return for the nec$ar, it must \ argely 
serve to pollinate. Utters a shar , metallic kikikik, rather reminiscent 
of the Five-striped Squirrel's call,%oth whilst feeding and on the wing. 

N E s n r i c :  Semon-April-May. Nest-a neatly finished inverted 
dome of skeleton leaves compactly felted together with cobwehs and 
lined with similar but finer material. Sewn by means of vegetable 
down, like a tailor bird's nest, on the underside of a banana or similar 
large drooping leaf, keeping a small opening for entrance at the 
top. Eggs-2 or 3, variable, mostly sepia, chocolate, or some other 
shade of brown, with a darker zone at the broad end. Size about 
23X 16 mm. Both sexes share all the domestic chores. In spite of 
its structure and unsteady site the nest is commonly parasitized by 
several species of cuckoos. It is difficult to conceive how the eggs 
are introduced within unless it be by the bill of the parasite. Gammie 
recorded a full-fledged Indian Cuckoo (Cwulus tnimoptew) being 
fed by a pair of these spiderhunters in Sikkim in September 
(S.F. 5: 386). 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives the 
measurements (d  9 )  as: Wing 85-96; bill 34-41; tarsus 19-22; tail 46-64 (?) mm. 

A female collected by Schafer in Sikkim has Wing 85 mm. 
Iris brown; bill horny brown or black, orange along edge of lower mandible; 

legs and feet cl~rorne yellow (yello~vish orange). 

Indian Streaked Spiderl~unter 
About tw~o-tl~ids 



THE INDIAN WHITE-EYE 

Zosterop~ pa!pebrosa palpebrosa (Temminck) 
Sylv'a palpebrosa Ternniinck, Plancli. Color. cl'Ois., 1ivl.e 

49, pl. 293, fig. 3-Re~~gal=Cuttack, Orissa. 

F.B.I. 3 :  358 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FTELD CHARACTERS : A tiny, square-tailed, warbler-like bird, greenish 

yellow above, bright yellow and greyish white below, with a 
conspicuous white ring round the eye. Slender, pointed, slightly 
curved blackish bill. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common. Resident at low and 
moderate elevations, up to at least 6500 ft. (Rangpo, Singtam, Martam, 
Pakyong, Gangtok). AfTects secondary forest, and groves of trees 
near habitations. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Northe~n India (up to C. 7000- 
8000 ft. in the Himalayas) from the extreme north-west, through Nepal, 
Bhutan and Assam. Also a large part of peninsular India, the rest 
being covered by two other races. The species stretches across to 
S. China and over Malaysia. 

GENI~~RAL HABITS : Arboreal; sociable; largely insectivorous and 
nectar-eating. Flocks of 5 to 20 birds or more hunt energefically 
amongst the foliage of trees and bushes for insects and spiders; or 
cling upside down and in all manner of acrobatic positions on 
Loranthus clumps and flowering bushes (such as Wooclforclia) to 
probe with their bills into the flower-tubes for nectar. The fleshy 
pulp of fruits and berries is also eaten. The members of the flock 
maintain contact with one another by feeble conversational cheeps. 
In the breeding season the male has a pretty jingling song reminiscent 
of the Verditer Flycatcher's. It begins almost inaudibly, grows louder 
and again fades out as it began. 

NESTING: Season-May-June, and perhaps later. Nest-a tiny cup 
of fibres, neatly bound and plastered with cobweb. Hung hammock- 
wise in the fork of an outhanging twig, normally 5 to 10 ft. up. 
Eggs-2 or 3, beautiful unmarked blue, sometimes with a deeper 
blue cap at the broad end. Size about 1 5 ~  12 mm. 

RACIAL CHI\RACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: Thc  races differ mainly in 
the extent and depth of the greenish ancl yel!ow in the plumage. 

A specimen ( 0 )  collected by the Sikkim Survey measures: Wing 51; bill 
13; tarsus 15.5; tail 34 Inln. 

Two o' d procr~retl by Schifer have IVirlg 51, 51 mm. 
Iris brown; hill horny bron~n,  p lun ibeo~~s  on ~nlderside a t  base of lower 

mandible; legs nnd feet plumbeous; cl;iws liorny brown. 
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Family PI~OCEIDAE : \I'eaver Finches 

Subfamily PASSERINAE: House and Rock Sparrows 

THE CINNAMON TREE SPARROW 

Passer rutilarls schaferi Stresemann' 
Passer rutiltrrrs scl~iiferi Streserna~in, 1959, Orn. ,\forratah. 47 : 170- 

Shigatsr, S. Til~ct. 

F.B.I. 3:  180 
LOCAL NAME : Kang-chigo-ma (Tibetan). 
SIZE: House Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Sexes dissimilar. Male: A b m ,  rather 

like the Tree Sparrow (next), but with bright chestnut-red or 
cinnamon crown and upper parts and no black spot on the white 
ear-cwerts. Two white wing-bars, the u p p e ~  more prominent. Below, 
chin and throat black. Sides of head and rest of lower plumage 
sulphur-tinged grey, yellower on abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts. 

Fernole: Aboue, a broad fulvous-white supercilium; a dusky line 
through eye. Rest of upper plumage brown, rufous-tinged on tail- 
coverts. Double wing-bar as in male. Below, including sides of 
head, pale ashy yellow. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncertain. Not met with by the Survey, 
November to April. Stevens also failed to come across it in Sikkim 
but suggests that 'it may pass over the hills a t  moderate elevations 
when on migration'-presumably to and from Tibet. h4einertzliagen 
collected four examples in Sikkim in January, and Schifer three 
(including a juvenile!) at Gangtok in September. 

DISTRI~UTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet. The 
Himalayas from Nepal westward to Afghanistan are occupied by the 
smaller race cinnammms. Other races extend the species eastward 
through NE. Assam, Manipur, N. Burma, Yunnan and Szechwan to 
Japan and Formosa. 

GENERAL HABITS : A forest-dwelling sparrow, sometimes found in 
the neighbourhood of habitations and terraced cultivation. 
Gregarious in winter when it migrates to lo\ver levels and the foot- 
hills. Gleans seeds and grain on the ground. C d l :  chilp . . . cltilp, 
similar to the House Sparrow", but softer and more musical. Also 
R Stoee . . . swee of the timbre of the Indian Robin's notes. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest-a collection of grass, 
feathers, etc. in a tree-hole. Eggs-4 to 6, very like those of the 
House and Tree Sparrows. Size about 19x 14 m n ~ .  

RACIAL C H A ~ A C ~ R I S T I C S .  ~ T E A S C T R E ~ I E N T . ~ ,  ETC: This race. scliiiferi. differs 

from the more familiar cinnatnom~us of the ifT. Himala>~as in its slightly larger 
size: Wing d cf 77-82 mm.' 

' This has since been synonymized with cif~tla?nornctcs (Could) by Ripley- 
Synopsis Bds. India Pakistan. 
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Specimens collected by Schhfer in Gangtok (Scpternber) have the Wing 
1 d ad. 73; 1 9 ad. 69 mm., which seems rather small, but Meinertzhagen 
measures his 4 Slkkim 6 3 as 76-80, which falls within the range of schiiferi. 

Iris brown; bill black in sunlmer, horny brown above, yellowish below in 
winter ( 8  only); lrgs and feet dark horny brown. 

THE TREE SPARROW 

Passer monta~~ua madmcensis Dubois 
Passer inc~laccarrsis Dubois, 1885, Fauna Ill. Vert. Relg., Ois. 1 : 572- 

Malacca. 

F.B.I. 3 :  177 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : House Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Differs from the familiar House Sparrow (cock) 

chiefly in the crown and nape being chestnut instead ot ashy grey, 
and in having a black spot on the white cheeks. The black bib 
is smaller and does not cover the upper breast. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Common in Gangtok town and 
many of the older established villages throughout Sikkim, up  to 
about 9000 ft. elevation (Damthang, Pak ong, Dentam, Mangan, 
Chungthang, Lachen, Lachung). Seen furt er afield, in cultivation, 
during summer. 

h 
DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S ~ ~ C I M :  The lower Himalayas from 

Kashmir to E. Assam. The species, in other races, stretches over 
practically the whole of Europe and Asia. Not in peninsular India. 

GENERAL HABITS : Takes the place of the House Sparrow, freely 
occupying the thatch of huts and outhouses and the space between 
the ceiling and corrugated roofs of tenanted bungalows, bazaar 
shops, gompas, etc. In Gangtok there is a flourishing colony in the 
roofs and rafters of the General Hospital and its outhouses. Also 
in the gompa near the Government Secretariat. Usually keeps on 
the outside of buildings. Cdl: the typical sparrow chirp, but 
pleasanter and more musical than the House Sparrow's. Food: 
grain and seeds, leaf-buds, kitchen scraps, and insects. 

NESTING: Season-May to (?) August, during which at least two 
broods are raised. Nest-an accumulation of grass, feathers, tow, etc. 
in holes in walls among eaves mnd rafters, or in tlie thatching. 
Sometimes in holes in trees and earth banks. E g g s 4  to 6, like 
the House Sparrow's, variable, chiefly pale greenish white, speckled 
with brown. Size about 19 x 14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERI.STICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC:: Specimens collected Col. 
Meinertzhagen in Sikkim give \Ving 6 d 8 67-73; 5 9 9 66-72 mm. 13 ad. 
d 9 in Schlfer's Silikim col!ertion measure Wing 66-71 (nv. 69.8) m1n.- 
Stresemann. 

Iris brown; bill black, paler in non-breeding season especinlly a t  h:tt.c. 1r.y~ 
and feet hrownish Ilesll. 
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The Loke-Shlim Ali Survey did not come across the HOUSE 
SPARROW (Passer do~rm-ticus) anywhere in Sikkim although according 
to Stevens it occurs capriciously up to c. 4500 ft elevation in the 
Rungbong Valley. 

The snow fiches (genus Mo~liifrittgilla), of which the followin 
species have been obtained ill Sikkim, are characterized by the t a j  
being quite square-cut at the end and by the great amount of white 
in both wings and tail. The outer rectrices are largely white with a 
broad blaclush terminal bar or spot. The sexes are practically alike. 

THE TIBET SNOW FINCH 

Montifringilla adumsi adanwi Adams 
Montifritlgillo arlumsi Adams, 1859 (1858), Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 428, ex 

hloore MS.-1,adak. 

F.B.I. 3 :  187 
LOCAL NAME : Richi-kya-shok (Tibetan). 
SIZE : Sparrow + . 
1 ad., 5 juvs., Gayarnthashana Tso, 16,300 ft., 15-24 August 1938 

(Scllafer). A large series from S. Tibet, including the above Sikkirn 
adult, measures: Wing 16 d d 109-117 (av. 112.5); 15 Q Q 106-113 
(av. 110.3) mm. 

THE REDNECKED SNOW FINCH 

Morttifringilla ruficollis Blanford 
Montifriitgilla rufiollis Blanford, 1871, Proc. Asiat. Soc. Bengd: 227- 

Lachen Valley, N. S i k h .  

F.B.I. 3: 189 
LOCAL NAMES : AbyC; Reb-che-har-pho (Tibetan). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
Kangra Lama and Phalung, N. Sikkim, 15,000-16,000 ft., September 

(B1mfOrdL Natu La, E. S i b ,  14,100 ft., 21 December 1925 
(Meinertz agen). 

BLANFORD'S SNOW FINCH 

Montifringilla blalnfordi blanfordi Hume 
Montifringilla blanfordi I-Iume, 1876, Stray Feaflters 4 : 487-Trbet. 

F.B.I. 3 :  190 
LOCAL N A n m  : Ally&-pho (Tibetan). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
At 15,200 ft., N. Sikkim, May(?). first Mt Everest Expedition. 

Natu La, E. Sikkim, 14,100 ft., 21 December 1925 (Meinertzhagen). 



Gyagong; Gayamtllashana Tso 16,000-16,500 ft., N. Sikkim, 20 July- 
1 October 1938. 

Wing ad. $ cf c. 90-96 mm. . 

FIELD CHARACTERS: Overall effect of all the above three brown or 
greyish brown above; white below. A broad white patch or bar on 
the wings ancl much white in the tail feathers, particularly conspicuous 
in flight. 

KEY FOR IDENTIFICATION 

Sides of neck pale fulvous; lores pale; 
no black marks on head . . . adanwi 

Sides of neck cinnamon-buff or ferru- 
ginous; lores black . . . either rmficollis or blan- 

f mdi 
Chin iuld throat white; black inous- 

tachial streaks; no black on fore- 
head . . . mjicollis 

Chin and throat black; no moustachial 
streaks; black streaks on white 
forehead . . . blanfordi 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. All these snow fillches 
commonly utilize the disused burrows of mouse-hares as nest sites. 

A fourth species, the MONGOLIAN SNOW FINCH, Montifriitgilla 
claoiclialna potonini (Sushkin), has recently been added to the Indian 
and Sikkim list by a specimen secured by Col. R. Meinertzhagen at 
Lachen, c. 9000 ft., 4 hlarch 1952-a single bird mixed up in a large 
flock of Brandt's Mountain Finches. Wing 86 mm. (Jour. Bontbay 
Nat. Hist. Soc. 51(1) : 273.) 

This small snow finch differs from blalzfordi in having the throat 
as well as entire forehead black, unstreaked with white. 

Subfamily ESTRILDINAE : Muilias 

THE SPOTTED MUNIA 

Lotlchvra purlctulutn pu~lutrrlata (Linnaeus) 
Loxia p~rncttrlcrtcl Linnneus, 1758, Syst. Nnt., erl. 10, 1 :  17~-Asi;1=Calc11tta. 

F.B.I. 3 :  91 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Aboue, forehead and sides of head rich 

chocolate-brown. Rest of upper partsclull chocolate-brown except 
rump which is barred with white ancl blackish, and upper tail-covert? 
and tail which are golden fulvous. Below, chin and throat l.ic!l 
chocolate-brown; rest white, speckled with black except on al~domen. 



Non-breeding plumage like immature, more or less plain brown. 
Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Same as the next. Schafer obtained it at 
Gangtok, c. 6300 ft. 

DISTFUBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the lower Himalayas, 
up to c. 6000 ft., from hlhousie  to W. Assam; also practically all 
India and Ceylon. The species extends througl~ Assam to Burma, 
Thailand, Malaysia and W. China. 

GENW HABITS: Same as the next. Sometimes seen in large 
flocks of a hundred to two hundred or more birds. 

NESTING: In general, similar in all respects to Hodgson's Munia. 
nACIAL CIIARACTERIS'L7C.S: MIiASUREMENTS, ETC: TWO d d ,  1 'i collected by 

Schafer at Gangtok (June) have M7ing 55, 58, 58 mm. 
Iris orange-brown; bill slaty l~lack, blue-grey at base of lower mandible; 

legs and feet bluish slate; claws brown. 

HODGSON'S MUNIA 

Loncltura striata miicazlda (Hodgson) 
Alur~ia acuticauda Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 153-Nepal. 

Hodgson's hlunia, about hvo-thirds 

F.B.I. 3 :  84 
LOCAL NAMES : Samprek-pho (Lepcl~a); Namprek (Bhutia). 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
FIELD CHARACIXFS : A tiny, social, thick-billed, pointed-tailed, 

black and white finch. Forehead, face, -chin, upper throat, wings 
and tail black. Rump white. Rest of ~lumage chocolate-brown except \ lower breast, abdomen and flanks w lich are greyish white streaked 
with brown. Sexes alike. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. The Sikkim Su~vey came across 
this munia oilly at low elevations, c. 1000 to 3000 ft. (Rangp,  
Singtam, Martam), but Stevens records it up to c. GOO0 ft. in the 
Rungbong Valley. Affects the neighboul-hood of cultivation. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S ~ M :  The Himalayan terai and footllills 
from Garhwal to E. Assam; Bihar, East Pakistan, N. Burma, 
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N. Thailand. Other races in peninsular India, Malaya, and the Indo- 
chinese subregion. 

C E N ~ A L  HABITS: Very sociable. Keeps in flocks of 10 to 15, 
occasionally larger. Feeds mostly on the ground gleaning paddy 
grains and grass- and weed-seeds in and around harvested terraced 
fields. The flocks fly about in a disorderly undulating rabble, uttering 
feeble cheeps and chirrups. 

NESTING : Smm-chief ly  May to August. Nest-a large, loosely 
woven globular structure of coarse grass and bamboo leaves, lined 
with soft feathery grass, with a lateral entrance hole. Placed in a 
dense bush 5 to 10 ft. up; sometimes several nests close together. 
Eggs-5 to 7, pure white, measuring about 15X 11 mm. Both sexes 
share all the domestic chores. The nests are used by the entire 
family as dormitories long after the young have flown. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASURE~~ENTS,  ETC: This race differs from 
nominate striata of the plains in having die abdomen streaked with brown; in 
the latter the abdomen is plain white. Specimens collected by the Sikkim 
Survey measure : 

Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 
2 d d 58-55 10 14 38-43 mm. 
1 9  54 11.5 14 10 mm. 

Iris brown; upper mandible horny brown, lower bluish horn; legs and 
feet brownish pl~~mbeous; claws horny brown. 

Family FR~NGILJ~IDAE : Finches 

Subfamily EMBERIZINAE : Buntings 

THE CRESTED BUNTING 

Meloplhus lathmi subc~istatus (Sykes) 
Emberiza subcn'stnta Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London: 93-Dukhun. 

F.B.I. 3 :  221 (=~~WI?&C~@?W) 
LOCAL NAME: 

SIZE : Sparrow + . 
FIELD C H A R A ~  : Mall@: Glistening black with chestnut wings, 

of more or less the colour scheme of the crow-pheasant, but with 
tail also largely chestnut. A prominent pointed crest. Female: 
Also crested; dark brown with cinnamon colour in wings and tail. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A stunmer visitor, breeding up to c. 6000 ft. 
Largely absent in winter when the majority are down in the plains. 
Gammie found it breedin between 2000 and 4000 ft. in the Teesta 7 Valley in May; C .  M. Ing is at c. 5000 ft. (Dentam) in early August. 
Schafer obtained specimens at Gangtok, c.  6300 ft., on 13 and 27 June 
and also on 15 and 25 Febn~ary. Affects open grassy hillsides. 
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DI~TIUBWTION OUTSIDE SIKKLM: The Himalayas up to c.  8000 ft. 
from Kashmir through Nepal and Bhutan to E. Assam. Resident in 
the peninsular Indian hills south to about hlahableshwar, and wide- 
spread in winter. The species extends to China. 

C E N ~ A L  HABITS: Keeps in pairs or small scattered parties gleaning 
seeds and grain on the ground, and flying up into trees when 
disturbed. Partial to newly bunlt stony 'jhoom' hillsides where its 
coloration is articularly obliterative in the cha~red surroundin s. 
Call: pink, pi111 like a munia's, but louder. Song (of breeding mal$: 
spirited, reminiscent of the Pied Bushchat's: which . . . which . . . 
which-u;hi-whee-which (accent on whee). 

NESTING : Seasoql-May to July/August. Nest-a deep cup of 
grass lined with h e  rootlets etc., in a pocket in an earth-cutting, or 
under a stone or grass tuft. Eg s-3 or 4, pale reenish grey 
freckled with pu lish brown, dense y at the broad e n 2  Size about 1 f 
20x 15 mm. Bot sexes share all the domestic chores. 

RACIAL CHARACTBNSITCS, MHASU~EMENTS, ETC: Four d d  collected by 
Schiifer in Sikkim rne'isure M7irrg 3345  min. 

Iris dark brown; bill dull orange-brown; legs and feet purplish brown; claws 
horny brown. 

THE LITTLE BUNTING 

Emberiza pw'lla Pallas 
Einbcri.a p~rsilh P a h ,  1776, Roife Rrlss. Reichs 3 : 697-Tra~~sbaikaliwi-I Alps. 

F.B.I. 3 :  200 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FTEL,D CHAM- : A shn,  sparrow-like bird with rufous and black 

head and black-streaked white underparts. White in outer tail 
feathers conspicuous in flight. 

Male: Aboue, crown black with a rich rufous central band from 
forehead to nape; a pale rufous supercilium; a black line behind eye 
looping round rich rufous ear-coverts. Up r parts rufous and 
fulvous, broadly streaked with black. Wings 8" ark brown with rufous 
edges. Tail dark brown; the inner webs of the two outennost pairs 
of rectrices lar ely white. Below, chin, cheeks and sides of throat 
d o u s .  Rest o f lower plumage white, fine1 streaked with black on 7 foreneck, breast and flanks. In winter, b ack and rufous of head 
duller and obscured by pale edges; chin and sides of throat white. 

Female: Similar to winter $. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: According to Stevens an irregular passage 

migrant in the Sikkim Himalayas to and from the eastenl Indian 
plains. The Survey came across it only in early January between 
c. 4800 and 6500 ft. (Temi, Kewzing), and Schafer procured four 
specimens at Gangtok, c. 6300 ft., between 30 December and 
3 February. In the Bombay Natural History Society's collection 
there is a pair ( c f  9 )  labelled 'Sikkim, May 1904, E. C. Stuart Baker'. 

24 
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DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIXKIM : Summer (breeding) : Across N. 
Europe and N. Asia to Mancliuria and Mongolia. Win2elS: Bengal, 
Bihar, Assam, Manipur, Buima, Thail'md, Indochina, S. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Seen feeding on the ground at the edge of 
fallow terraced fields in small parties in association with tree pipits, 
flying up  with them into tall bare tree-tops when disturbed. 

MEASUHEXIENTS : 'Tl~e speci~ncns collected by the Survcy measure: 2 o 2 
Wing 73; bill 11.5-12; tarsus 17-17.5; tail 58-58.5 tnm. Schiifer's skins give 
\Ying 1 d 70; 3 9 9 69, 70, 72 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny I~rown, paler on lower mandible; legs ancl fect 
brownish flesh or brownish yellow; claws horny brown. 

hleinertzhagen obtained 3 d d of the rare YANGTSE BLACKFACED 
BUNTING, E~nberizal spodocepllala so~dida Blyth, at Karponang 
(9000 ft.) on 19 December 1925 from a small, obviously migrating 
flock. This species has not been recorded from Sikkim before or 
since. It breeds in the Yangtse Valley and NW. China. 

Male: Above, face black, shading into olive-green on head, neck 
and breast. U per parts largely rufous-brown. Below, bright yellow. 

F e d e :  Li E e male but with a supercilium, cheeks and throat 
pale yellow. Brown spots on sides of throat and breast; the latter 
streaked with brown, as also are the flanks. 

Subfamily CARDUELINAE : ~osefinches, Goldfinches, etc. 

THE TIBETAN SISKIN 

Curcluelis thibetann thibeturla (Hume) 
Chrysomitris tltibetann Hume, 1872, Ibis: 107-borders of Sikkim and Thibet. 

Plate 19, fig. 10 (facing p. 224) 

F.B.I. 3 :  162 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
FIELD CHARACTISRS : A small yellow-green and brownish finch 

with a small, sharply pointed bill and slightly forked tail. 
Male: Aboce, an ill-defined supercilium and collar bright yellow. 

Upper parts olive-yellow, the mantle faintly brown-streaked. Rump 
brighter yellow. Tail feathers brown, edged with yello\v. A yellow 
wing-bar. Below, deep yellow, washed with olive on sides of neck 
and flanks. 

Female: Like d but duller and streaked with brown above 
and below, excepting throat and upper breast. Immature like 9 ,  
but more heavily streaked, and with the abdomen whitish. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Uncommon. Observed or taken only in 



winter, December to February, betweeti c. 5000 and 10,000 f t .  
altitude (Temi, Lachen, Lingtarn, Changu). In Nepal also it has 
been recorded as low as tlie Kathmandu Vallcy ill winter in several 
recent years. In SE. Tibet, Ludlow found the birds paired olf in May 
and June and afecting Tsuga, birch and Abies forest with an under- 
growth of rhododendrons, several thousand feet below the silow-line. 

DIsTRIBUnoN OUTSIDE S I K K I ~ I :  Nepal, SE. Tibet, NE. Burma 
(Yunnan border). 

GENERAL HABITS: Gregarious and rather similar to those of the 
Greenfinch. Has a soft twittering note wllen in flock. Soug not 
described. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim, and almost unknown. 
RACIAL C I L ~ C T E R I S T I C S ,  MEASVHEMENTS. ETC: Specimens collected l)y Dr 

Biswas at Temi measure : 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 9 0 06.5-69 13.5-14 14-14 40-11 mm. 
1 02 67 13  14 42 mm. 

Stevens's skins from Lingtam in the Chicago Museurn of Natural I-Iistory 
have Wing 7 d d 67-72.5 (av. 69.3); 2 9 0 67, 68 mm. 

Iris brown; bill pinkish grey; legs and feet fleshy grey. 

THE HIMALAYAN GREENFINCH 

Carduelis spi~loi'des spinoi'des Vigors 
Cnrduelis >prs~oades Vigors, 1831, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lot~rlotr: 44- 

FIimalayas ( = Sin~la-Almora District). 

F.B.I. 3: 160 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ R S  : A l~andsome black-and-yellow finch with a 

slender, pointed bill. Male: Aboue, forehead, round the eye, short 
broad supercilium, sides of neck (meeting in an indistinct collar 
on hindneck), and rump bright yellow. Rest of up er plumage 
greenish brown, darkest on cap. IVings and tail blackis P 1, variegated 
with bright yellow. A broad yellow wing-patch conspicuous in 
flight. Beloru, bright yellow. 

Feinule: Like male, but duller. Immature birds hea~~ily streaked 
blackish on the under side. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident. Not uncommon but rather local 
and sporadic. In winter (November to hlarch) between c. 5000 and 
9000 ft. altitude (Gangtok, Penlorn La, Lachen, Lachung); 11igher 
in summer. The first hlt Everest Espedition obtained it at 12,.500 ft. 
in May, and there is a breeding speci~nen from l'umthang. 12.800 ft.. 
in the Chica o Natural History hluseuin, 20 June 1931. Affects 
forested hillsi es of oak, rllododendron and conifers, frequently about 
cultivation. 

$ 
DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Throughout the Himalayas from 
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the Afghan frontier through Kashmir, Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan. A 
very dark race, /~eir~i.ichi, occurs in hlanipur and hlt Victoria. 

GENERAL WITS: Gregalious at all seasons. Feeds chiefly on 
weed seeds; also millet in cultivated fields. Flocks frequently seen 
in the gardens and outskirts of Gangtok town questing for sunflower 
seeds; those of the wild hemp also being specially favoured. Iias a 
number of soft twittering call notes uttered in flight which draw 
attention to a flock going overhead. A long-drawn beez, rather 
like the Goldhlch's, is uttered by the male from a tree-top. 

~ T I N G  : Season-May to July. Nest-a compact cup of grass, 
roots, moss, etc. lined with roots, feathers and hair. Placed on a 
horizontal branch of pine or deodar, sometimes several nests in a 
restricted area. Eggs-normally 4, greenish wllite or pale blue, 
lightly speckled with black and reddish, more densely at the broad 
end. Size about 19 X 14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMEIYTS, ETC: The Yumthang specimen 
( 9 )  in the Chicago kluseum nleasures Wing 77; hill 12.5; tail 45 mm. A 
large series collected by Sciliiier in Sikkim gives Wing 8 d d ad. 77-81 (av. 
29.1); 7, 9 9 ad. 74-80 (av. 76.9) mm. (Stresemann). 

Iris brown; bill iieshy or yellowish horn, darker on culmen and tip; legs and 
feet fleshy. 

Mountain finches are sparrow-like birds of high altitudes, found 
chiefly in the treeless alpine country near the snow-line and in the 
Tibetan plateau facies of the S i k h  Himalayas and across the main 
range. Well ada ted to livin pe~manently under severe climatic f conditions, and se dom descen in lower than about 10,000 ft. even 
in winter except temporarily f .  w 1 en driven down by abnormally 
freakish weather. They live in flocks and feed on the ground on 
seeds of various mountain plants, often on the edge of melting snow 
fields. Insects are also eaten. 

The mountain finches (genus Leucosticte) differ from the snow 
finches (Montif~ingilla, p. 365), of similar habits, in having a distinctly 
forked tail and practically no white in their plumage. They are 
represented in Sikkim by the following two: 

THE SLKKIM MOUNTAIN FINCH 

Lezicosticte bmrlclti audreyana Stresemann 
Lericosticte brandti audreyana Stresemann, 1939, Ori.  Monatsb. 

47: 177-N. Sikhirn. 

F.B.I. 3 :  194 (part) 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow - . 
F~ELD C H A R A C ~ S :  A blackish- and sandy brown finch with rosy 

rump. Above, forehead, round the eyes and anterior crown black. 



Rest of u per parts dark brown, scalloped paler (sandy). Greyer I?, on lower ack and largely rosy on nimp. TWO whitish wing-bars, 
the u per one rose-tinged. Bdow, chin, throat and breast dark 
ashy k w n ,  scalloped paler. Rest of lower plumage pale ashy. 
Sexes alike. 

In late winter the pale edges to the feathers (scalloping) wear 
off, making the bird look very dark. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident at extreme altitudes up  to 
c. 18,000 ft. and seldom found below c. 12,000 ft., an elevation at 
which Ludlow came across it in early May (Changu). Blanford 
recorded it above 15,000 ft. on the Kangra Lama Pass in September. 
The first Mt Everest Expedition obtained it up to 17,500 ft. in 
May (?). Meinertzhagen found it common in large flocks at 15,750 ft. 
(Gyagong) in the third week of November 'confining tlicmselves to 
the bleakest situations'. Schafer collected a large series in N. Sikkim 
(Gyagong between 17 July and 10 August and at Yabuk, Zemu 
Glacier, c. 13,000 ft., on 1 November-types of L. b. oudreyana). 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: North Sikkim; S. Tibet. The 
species overall is found in the mountains of central Asia from the 
Tian Shan in the north to the Himalayas in the south; west to the 
Pamirs, east to W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: Not appreciably different from the next 
(nemmico2a) except that it is partial to wet or boggy ground such 
as by lakes and streams, and along the margins of melting snow 
fields. The birds run along the water's edge like sandpipers, picking 
up  seeds etc. thrown up by the ripples. 

RACIAL CHARAcTEmsncs,  ~ A S U R E ~ $ E N T S ,  ETC: *This race is much darker 
than the west Himalayan liuentatopygia. 

Schafer's fine series from N. Sikkim and S. Tibet gives Wing 19 d d 112- 
122 (av. 116.9); 13 9 9 109-117 (av. 115.8) mm. 

Iris brown; bill (in breeding season) black, paler in 9 ;  legs and feet black. 

From amon st a large vagrant flock of these mountain hches  
that had evi f ently been driven do\m by adverse weather, 
Meinertzhagen obtained a specimen of the very pale North Tibetan 
race purtlicfior, near Lachen (c. 9000 ft.) on 4.iii.1952. lour. B m b q  
Nut.  Hist. Soc. 51(1) : 273. 

HODGSON'S MOUNTAIN FINCH 

Leucosticte nen~oricola i~en~oricola (Hodgson) 
F.(ringalai~da) Ne~izoricola Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 158-Nepal. 

Plate 19, fig. 11 (facing p. 224) 

F.B.I. 3 :  191 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow + . 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  A slim, dark, hen sparrow-like finch with a 

finer bill. Above, dark brown, scalloped wit11 rufous; nimp dark 



ashy grey; tail-coverts broad1 white-ti ped. Two narrow whitish f wing-ban and a faint superciEum. Be om, dull soot brown, paler Y on abdomeii. Breast and flanks streaked with blackis 1. Sexes alike. 
STATUS ANI) HABITAT: Resideilt at high altitudes. Locally common 

and abundant. Breeding at 13,000-16,000 ft. and seldom descending 
below c. 9000 ft. even in winter (Lachen, Lachung, Thangu, 
Yumthang, Phalut, Changu, Karponang, Gyagong, etc.). 
mountain-tops, forest clearings, fallow or freshly sown 
and edge of melting snow patches. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM: Nepal, Bhutan, S. Tibet to Kansu. 
The adjoining W. Himalayas, through Kashmir to Afghanistan, are 
occupied by the race altcuicn. 

GENERAL HABITS : Highly gregarious, even in the breeding season. 
Large flocks of u to 200 birds or more in winter, feeding on the 
ground, moving a 6 out like pipits. Every now and again the birds 
take wing and fly around in an undulating rabble. They resettle 
for a minute or two of feeding; then the nervous restlessness is 
resumed. The birds often alight on the bare branches of trees in 
starling-like clusters. CaI7: a soft, lively twitter. Food: seeds and 
insects. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest-an untidy pad of grass 
and feathers hidden in a (rat-) hole in the ground or under a rock, 
in desolate wastes of rock and scree. Eggs-3 to 5, white, measuring 
about 20 X 15 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTEnISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The nominate race (nemo- 
ricola) is distinguished in the hand by its yellow axillaries as against grey in 
the W. Himalayan altaicn.' 

Specimens collected by the Sikkin~ Survey measure: 
Wing Rill Tarsus Tail 

5 d d 96-101 10.5-14 19.5-21.5 65-72 mnl. 
5 9 Q 95-101 12-13.5 20.5-21.5 64-69 mm. 

A large series taken by Schiifer in N. Sikkim and S. Tibet gives Wing 
15 d d 94-103 (av. 98.8); 12 3 Q 91.08 (av. 94.2) mm. 

Iris orange-brown; hill horny black, yellow at base of both mandibles; legs, 
feet and claws dark I~orrjv brown; soles of feet primrose yellow. 

BLANFORD'S ROSEFINCH 

Carpodaczcl~ rubescerls (Rlanford) 
Procarduelis rubescens Blanford, 1672 (1871), Proc. 2001. Soc. London: 694, 

pl. 74-Sikkin~. 

F.B.I. 3 :  148 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow-. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Male differs from $ t~ipalensis (next) chiefly 

in having the crown and nape ciimson, practically concoloroi~s with 
tlie forehead a id  supercilium. 
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Fe~~lale  differs from Q nipler~s-is in having the rump and upper 
tail-coverts not all brown but suffused with crimson. 

STATUS AND IIABITAT: Evidently rare. Recorded at elevations of 
10,000 ft. arid higher in summer, and as low as Gangtok in March, 
and 4500 ft. in the Sikkim Himalayas ill winter (Stevens). The 
Chicago Natural I-Iistory Museum has specimens collected by 
Stevens at  Gnaton , c. 12,500 ft., in March 1931. 

In Bhutan, Lu 8 low obtained two s ecimens in conifer and I~irch 
forest, 10,500-11,000 ft., in August an f June respectively. Later, in 
SE. Tibet, he found the bird quite common hetween 10,500 and 
12,000 ft. April to September. 

D I s T R I s u n o N  O U T S ~ E  SIKKZAI: E. Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet. A 
darker race is found in Yunnan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Little known. According to Ludlow it has a 
eculiar and persistent clacking note which attracts attention, and 

gut for which it would easily be overlooked in the sombre foliage of 
the firs. 

NESTING : Unknown. 
RACLU CKARACTERISTJCS, alEAsLnlEmNTs,  ETC : See under C. nipaler~sis. 

The Sikkim specimens in the Clricago Mmelun measure: 
Wing Bill Tail 

1 d 80 14 49 mm. 
3 9 0  78-79 13-15 49-52 mm. 

'Iris dark I~ro\vn; bill pale horny brown, the lower mandible paler and 
yellowish; legs light browm' (Fauna). 

THE NEPAL DARK ROSEFINCH 

Carpoc!acue 11 ip~Ien . i~  rlipaleil.ris (Hodgson) 
C.(arduelis) Nipalensis Hodgson, 1836, Asirrt. Res. 19 : 157-Nepal. 

Plate 19, fig. 8 (facing p. 224) 

F.B.I 3 : 146 
LOCAL NAME : Ka-biya (Lepcha). 
SIZE : SP'TOW. 
F ~ D  C H A R A ~ S  : Male: Abow, forehead. forecrown and 

broad supercilium rosy crimson. A broad streak through eye, 
blackish crimson. Crown and nape deep velvety crimson. Rest of 
upper plumage deep brown washed with crimson. Below, rosy red. 
excepting upper breast and flanks which are crimson-brown, and 
under tail-coverts which are brown scalloped with pinkish white. 

Femde: Above, dark brown faintly scalloped with ochraceous, 
and with double wing-bars. Below, ochraceous brown; under tail- 
coverts scalloped paler. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common between c.  5000 and 9000 ft. 
altitude, November to May (Temi, Kewzing. Dentam, Gangtok, 
Lachen). Other records : Yumthang, 11,500 ft., (June); Sandnkphu 
and Phalut, c. 12,000 ft. (August); Chola Range, 13,000-14,000 ft. 
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(end August). Affects rhododendron, oak and silver 0r forest; also 
hill-slopes wit11 stunted thorn bushes and weeds, and alpine pastures. 

In Bhutan, Ludlow found it common in summer between 10,000 
and 14,000 ft. altitude. 

DISllUBUTION OUTSIDE SIXKIM : The Himalayas from Kashmir 
through Garhwal and Nepal to the Assam hills north of Brahmaputra 
River. The species extends to Yunnan and the Shan States. 

GENERAL HABITS : Gregarious in the non-breedin season. Flocks 

(nectar ?). 
d feed on benies in bushes and shrubs; also from rho odendron flowers 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim, and not authentically known. 
RACIAL CHARACTEIIISTLCS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC: The Straight, slender, point- 

ed bill as in the Goldfinch. and the u~?strraked plumage O F  the female 
characterize this rosefinch and the previous species C. ~irbescetls. Specimens 
collected by the Sikkim Survey measure: 

Wing Bill Tarsus 'l'ail 
2 d d 90-93 iS.5-15 23 61.5-64 mnl. 
2 9 9 83.5-85.5 13-13.5 22 56.5-58 mm. 

Iris brown; bill horny brown, paler or1 Jo\ver mandible; legs, Teet and claws 
horny brown. 

Schafer obtained four specimens of the lar e C a r p o h  rubin'lla 
(Giildenstadt) at c. 15,800 and 16,500 ft. a !? titude in the Tibetan 
Plateau facies of N. and E. Sikkim (Gyagong and 'Kiang-Lager') in 
July, August and October. Stresemann considers these as near the 
race severtzovi Sharpe, SEVERTZOV'S ROSEFTNCH, but darker and 
possibly belonging to an unnamed race which, according to Schafer, 
extends eastward to the upper reaches of the Yangtse River. 

SIZE: Bulbul. Male: Crown, nape, ear-coverts and sides of head, 
chin and tlu-oat bright pink, each feather narrowly streaked with 
white. Upper parts pinky fulvouq rey with the mantle practically 
unstreaked; lower plumage scallopefrosy pink. Wing 1 $ ad. 122; 
2 dd  imm. 113, 116 mm. 

A vagrant specimen (d) was collected by DT Biswas at Chung- 
thang, 5200 ft., on 24.i.1953 after a spell of inclement weather and 
heavy snowfall at the higher altitudes which had also driven down 
homed larks (Eremophila) to this level. Wing 121; bill 20; tarsus 24; 
tail 88 mm. 

In the same area as Schafer's (Gyagong c. 16,000 ft.) Col. 
Meinertzhagen obtained a $ and 9 of the similar species but with 
a heavily dark-streaked mantle. namely the GREAT ROSEFINCH, 
Carpodacus rubici1loicle.r lucifer R. & A. Meinertzhagen, on 21 Novem- 
ber 1925, which suggests that the two species overlap in N. Sikkim, 
at least in winter. The Chicago Museum of Natural History has a 
d 18.iii.1931 Thangu, 14,500 ft., coll. V. S. La Personne. 

Wing 10 $ d 108-115.5 mm. (Kinnear). 
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THE COMMON ROSEFINCH 

Carpoclacv.~ erythri~rzrs roseuttrr (Blyth) 
Yyrrhula rosoata "Tickoll'=Blyth, 1842, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengol 11 : 401- 

ChyeLassa. 

F.B.I. 3: 135 
LOCAL NAMES : Phulin-pho (Lepcha); Arnonga-tuti (Nepali); 

Do-di-ma-mo (Tibetan). 
SIZE : Sparrow + . 
FIELD CHARA-: Male: Above, forehead, crown and nape 

deep crimson. A rufous-brown line through eye. Rest of upper 
parts lighter crimson, edged with light olive-brown; rump and 
lower back crimson. Below, chin, cheeks, throat and up r breast 
bright crimson; rest paler, fading to pinkish white on a ge domen. 

F d e :  Abme, olive-brown streaked with dark brown. Below, 
dull olive-white, streaked with brown on throat and breast. 

In both sexes the slightly forked tail and pale double wing-bars 
(pink in $, ochraceous in 9 )  are conspicuous features. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not met with by the Sikkim Survey between 
November and April when it is widespread over the Indian plains. 
According to Stevens 'occurs on the upward migration at moderate 
elevations'. He mentions specimens collected in March and April 
between 4250 and c. 4700 ft., and one out of a small party at 
4800 ft. in November. F. N. Betts saw a male, evidently this species, 
at Yumthang (11,500 ft.) on 17 May 1943, and Schiifer took an 
example at Thangu (13,000 ft.) on 4 July 1938. 

In Bhutan, Ludlow obtained it in June at 10,000 ft. and in October 
at 12,500 ft. 

DISTRI~U~ON OUTSIDE s m m :  Summer (breeding): The high 
Himalayas, from Kashrnir through Garhwal and Nepal to Yunnan etc. 
Winter: Practically throughout India barring desert areas. The 
species stretches across to Asia hllinor and Turkestan and on to 
Russia and northern Asia. 

GENERAL mrrs : One of the non-skulking rosefinches, seen in flocks 
in the non-breedin season, feeding on millet and other crops, and 
flower nectar. calf  a pleasant interrogative whistling rooee? Song: 
(of male) 'a bright cheery refrain of 5 to 8 notes repeated at intervals 
from a tree or bush not far from the nest' (Osmaston). 

N E S ~ G :  Not recorded in Sikkim. In Garhwal, season-June to 
August. Ned-a cup of grass, lined with fine roots and hair; placed 
in a rose or similar bush, 2 to 6 ft. up. E g g s 4  or 4, blue, spotted 
and speckled with blackish and light red. Size about 21 x 14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTENSTICS, hIEASUnEhIENTS, ETC : The n'est Asian (typical) race 

is paler than roseatus, above and below, nith the rose colour of the underparts 
confined to chin, throat and breast. 

~h~ Fauna gives for d 3 : Wing 83-87; bill 9-10: tarsus c.  17; tail 55-60 

nlm. Sc]l;ifer's skiin fro111 Thanku (6 ad.) 11s Wing 81 mm. 
Iris dark broIfm or hazel brown: bill horny brown. paler at I~ase; legs and 

feet dusky broww. 



THE SIKKIM LARGE ROSEFINCH 

Curpoclucus ctllcu:.tlsii rubic~uridu (Creen\v;ly) 
Erytllrirla etlwrrrdsii rulicunda Greenway, 1933, Bl i l l .  Alus. Comp. 2001. 

Harvard 74 : 163--Su-Wa-Tong, 'Tibet, Salween-Irrawaddy Divide. 

Plate 19, fig. 7 (facing p. 224) 

F.B.I. 3 :  131 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow + . 
FIELD C H A R A C T ~ S  : M d e :  Aboue, forehead mixed pink and crimson- 

brown. A broad glistening pink supercilium. Crown and nape deep 
crimson-brown with black shaft-lines. Rest of upper parts blackish, 
edged with rufous-brown and washed with crimson. Rump unstreaked 
rufous-brown with faint crimson flush. Below, cheeks, chin and 
throat pink with black shaft-streaks. Rest rosy brown; bright rosy 
pink on abdomen and vent. 

Female: Aboue, ashy ochre-brown with broad dark streaks. An 
ill-defined ochre-buff supercilium. Belotu, buff, finely streaked with 
brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Not common but frequent between c. 8000 
and 13,000 ft. elevation in practically dl seasons (Lachung, Thangu, 
Karponang, Changu, Zemu). Affects low jungle of dwarf rhododen- 
dron and rose bushes or ringal bamboo, and opener mountainsides 
with Berberis and thorn scrub lining nullahs. 

D I s T R I s u n o N  OUTSIDE SIKKIAI: Nepal, Bhutan and SE. Tibet to 
E. Assam. The species stretches to Kansu and Szechwan, possibly a 
different race. 

GENWAL HABITS : A skulker like most of its congeners. Seen in 
small scattered parties feeding in bushes or on the ground. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim, and impelfectly known. 
RACIAL C I I A H A C m n l S s I C S ,  M E A S U R E ~ ~ F V T S ,  ETC: Specimens collected by the 

S i k b  Survey inensure : 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

2 3 d 83-84 14-13 24 61.5-64 mm. 
1 9  82 15 24 66 mm. 

Schafer's Sikkim specirnens have Wing 1 d ad. 80; 1 d imm. 79; 2 9 Q 
77, 78 mm. 

Iris dark brown or dark orange-brown; bill holny brown, paler at chin; 
legs and feet brownish flesh, or horny brown. 



THE PINKBROWED ROSEFINCH 

C u ~ p d a m v  rhoclochrozrs (Vigors) 
Frir~gillu rodochrou (sic) Vigors, 1831, Yroc. Zool. Soc. Londorr: 23- 

Himalayas (=Simla-AI~nora District). 

F.B.I. 3: 129 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Mde: Aboue, forehead and supercilium pale 

rosy red. Crown of head and a broad band behind eye brownish 
crimson. Rump rosy red. Rest of upper plumage ale brown suf- 
fused with dark rose and broadly streaked with h fw k is h. Below, 
rose-red; sides of head paler and more glistening. 

Female: Above, ashy rufous-brown with broad blackish streaks. 
Rump ochraceous buff with the streaks obsolete. Below, ochraceous 
buff, paler on chin and throat, streaked with blackish except on centre 
of abdomen. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Stevens and Meinertzhagen both 
obtained it only at Tonglu (c. 10,000 ft.) on the Sikkirn side of the 
E. Nepal border in January. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : The high Himalayas, 10,000- 
17,000 ft., from Kashmir through Nepal. 

GENERAL HABITS: Not different from the next species. Call: 
described as a canary-like note sweet. 

N E s n N c :  Not recorded in Sikkim. Nest and eggs similar to those 
of the Beautiful Rosefinch (next). 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREI\.IENTS, ETC: The Fauna gives for d 3 
Wing 71-75; bill c .  10-11; tarsus c.  19-20; tail 58-62 mm. 

Iris reddish brown; bill dark brown, paler on lower mandible; legs and 
feet dark brown. 

THE BEAUTIFUL ROSEFINCH 

Carpod~cus pdcherrimzr.~ pulcherritnus (Moore) 
Propasser pulcherrimus Moore, 1855, Proc. 2001. SOC. London: 216-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 3 :  126 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIJZUI C H A R A ~ S :  Male: A h w ,  forehead and broad super- 

cilium rosy pink and brown, wit11 no white shaft-lines as in C. thtma. 
Upper plumage ashy brown streaked with blackish: rump rosv red. 
Below, rosy red with black streaks on breast and abdomen. Flanks 
brown, streaked darker. 

Female: Ahme, fulvous brown, broadly streaked with blackish, 
and with an ill-defined broad ful~ous supercilium. Below, ~ U ~ V O U S  

white, streaked with dark brown. 
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STATUS AND HABITAT: Found locally in winter December to I between c. 8000 and 12.000 ft. elevation (Lac ung, Tonglo, 
. The first Mt Everest Expedition obtained it at 14,800 ft. 

(May?). Mects scrub on fairly open hill slopes. 
DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Garllwal, Kumaon, Nepal, Bhutan, 

SE. Tibet (south of the main mnge). Other races extend the species 
from Tibet to W. China. 

GENERAL HABITS: AS of other rosefincl~es. Keeps in small parties 
of 3 or 4 in bushes, and likely to be overlooked on account of its 
skulking and quiet disposition. 'Harsh bleating notes' by a party 
of males recor ed by B. E. Smythies. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. In Garhwal, season-July- 
August. Nest--cup-shaped, of strips of bark and rass, lined with 
fine rootlets, wool and hair. Placed low down in %ushes. E g y -  
normally 4, greenish blue, sparsely blotched and spotted with b ack 
round the broad end. Size about 19 X 14 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMEPI'TS, ETC: The Fauna gives for d 9 
Wing 76-80; bill 10-11; tarsus c .  20; tail 62-64 Inm. 

Iris dark brown; bill horny brown, paler on lower mandible; legs and feet 
pinkish flesh or pinkish 11ol.n. 

THE SIKKIM WHITEBROWED ROSEFINCH 

Caipoclncus t11tc.m tkura Bonaparte & Schlegel 
Carpoducus thura Bonapnrte & Schlegel, 1850, Monogr. Loxiens: 

31, 111. 23-Sikkim. 

Plate 19, fig. 6 (facing p: 224) 

F.B.I. 3 :  123 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Sparrow + . 
nELD CHARACTERS: All rosefinches of the genus CaIpodam are 

distinguished by the overall rose-coloured plumage of the males, and 
the streaked brown plumage of the females without any pronounced 
green or yellow in it. 

Male: Above, lores and face crimson; forehead, broad super- 
cilium and ear-coverts pale glistening (silky) pink with white shaft 
streaks. Hind end of supercilium white. Crown, nape and back 
brown broadly streaked with black; rump rosy pink. Wing and 
tail feathers brown, margined dull inkish. Reloto, chin and throat 
silky pink like forehead; rest of un x erparts bright rosy pink. 

Female: Abme, dark brown streaked with black. Feathers of 
rump and upper tail-coverts edged r l d e n  yellow Forehead and 
a broad supercilium buff. Below, c In, throat, &east and flanks 
pale n~fous, abdomen greyish white-all streaked with black. Matiire 
males frequently keep in female plumage. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high elevation rosefinch, resident between 
10,000 and 14,000 ft, at all seasons and seldom found below 8000 ft. 
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even in winter (Lachen, Lachung, Thangu, Gnatong, Karponang, 
Changu, Sandakphu, Phalut, Pemionchc). Ulanford got it at 12,000 ft. 
in the Chola Range in August, and Schifer at c. 6300 ft. (Galgtok) in 
May. Mects junil~er scrub, dwarf rhododellclron and ringul Lamboo- 
covered slopes near and above the tree-line. Also open hillsides 
with Be~beri-s and other thorn scrub. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKILIM : Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan. The 
species stretches from the AEghan frontier in the west, through 
Kashmir and the above, to SE. Tibet; Yu~m:ilr Szechwan. 

GENERAL HABITS : Keeps in small scattered parties, feehng in bushes 
or hopping on the ground-in winter often in deep snow. Food: 
seeds of blackbeny and raspbelly (Hubus), and also of various weeds. 
Call: 'a soft conversational wid-wid (A. E. Jones). 

NESTING : Not recorded in Sikkim, but hlandelli took a nest with 
c/3 in Nepal at 12,000 ft. elevation on 1 August-a compact cup 
of fine grasses, coated outside with brow11 moss and lined with hair. 
Placed 6 ft. up  in a thorny bush. Eggs-rather like those of the 
Scarlet Finch (p. 385). Size about 22 x 16 mm. 

FIACLAL c H m c T E r u s n c s ,  MEASUIEMEKTS, ETC: : The west Iiinlalayali race 
blythi (Garhwal, Kashmir, etc.! is a much duller rose-pink below with a strong 
purple tint. 

Specimens collected by the S i k h  Survey measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

1 G (brown) 85 14 25 75 mm. 
1 9 ad. S3 13.5 25 6.5 mm. 

Sch'Sfer's large series from Si'nkim givm Wing 5 ad. 6 d 95-86; 11 hum. 
d d and 9 9 81-86 mm. 

lris dark brown; bd pale horn colour; legs and feet fleshy grey. 

THE REDBREASTED ROSEFINCH 

Catporlmts P U , I I ~ C ~ L I S  pu.111'cm.s (Blyth) 
Pyrrhospiza pul~icsa 'Hodgson'=Blyth, 1845 (la@), Jour. Asiat. Soc. 

Berigul IS : 95:3-.liimalayas (=Nepal). 

, F.B.I. 3: 120 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Bulbul- . 
FIELD CHARACIERS: A4de: Above, forehead and short broad 

supercilium glistening crimson. A brown streak throu h the eye. 
Rest of upper parts brown, scalloped paler. Below, c fl eeks, chin. 
throat and upper breast crimson, mottled wvith white. Abdomen 
ashy brown, streaked with blackish. 

Femcrle: A b m ,  dark brown scalloped with ale yellonis11 brown. P and on rump with yellowvish green. Belolo, ulvous buff, streaked 
with dark brown. Mature males frequently keep in female plumage. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. An extreme high elevation rosefinch. 
The first M t  Everest Expedition recorded it between 16,000 and 



17,500 ft. in summer. Blanford obtained it on the Chola Range at 
c. 14,000 ft,  in August 1870, Col. Meinertzhagen in Natu La (E. 
Sikkim) at 14,350 ft. in mid-winter (21 December 1925), and Schafer 
at Thangu, 13,000 ft. and Gyagong, 16,000 ft., in July 1938. 

hleinertzhagen describes its typical habitat-shared with Grcnnc1a.l~ 
and Lerwa-as the steep high-level country above tree-limit, clothed 
in dwarf vegetation (rhododendron-juni e r  scrub), which foims the 

Plateau facies. 
P transition zone between the time Hima ayan and the true Tibetan 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Nepal, Bhutan, SE. Tibet, Assam 
hills north of Brahmaputra River. The paler race humii inhabits the 
western Himalayas from Garllwal through Kashmir to Gilgit. The 
species extends to Szechwan and NW. Kansu. 

GENERAL HABITS : Pairs or small parties. Shy. Addicted to bare, 
precipitous country with sparse dwarf vegetation where it hops about 
on the ground in search of food: petals and buds of various flowers, 
and seeds. For the west Himalayan race Whitehead describes the 
cdl-note as sounding like 'are you quite ready?. 

NESTING: Nothing known. The W. Himalayan race builds a 
shallow cup of roots etc. in a scrubby thoin bush close to the ground, 
or on a ledge of rock. 

I~ACIAL CHAnACTEnIS?ICS, MEASUnEMEYTS, ETC: This race differs fronl 
humii of Garhnral, Kashmir, etc. in being much darker, especially on the upper 
parts. The Fauna gives the meas~uements (J 9 as : Wing 102-117; bill 
14-15; tarsus 23-24; tail 74-83 mm. 

Sclliifer's skins irom N. Sikkim give Wing 4 6 106, 109, 110, 113; 1 9 
111 mm. 

'Iris brown; bill horny to dark brown; legs and feet brown, g e n e ~ a l l ~  with. 
a fleshy tinge' (Fauna). 

THE REDHEADED ROSEFINCH 

Propytrhula subl~i~t~achala  (Hodgson) 
Corydrt~s ? subhimaclrnl~rs Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 152-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 3 :  119 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE : Bulbul. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Aboce, forehead, supercilium and cheeks 

crimson; crown, nape and back dull crimson; rump and upper tail- 
coveits bright crimson. Below, chin, throat and upper breast crimson, 
mottled paler on the lnst. Rest of lower pll~lnage greyish brown, 
paler on abdomen. 

Fenznle: Rather like 9 Scarlet Finch (11. 385)-brownish olive- 
yellow overall, with forel~eacl, superciliuin, and upper breast brighter 
and more yellowish, and a noticeably longer tail. Rump like upper 
breast, not bright yellow as in H. .sipalai. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A dweller at high altitudes, 10,000 to 
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12,000 ft. or higher, winter and slimmer (Singalila Ridge, Tonglo, 
Sandakphu). Partial to patclies of dwarf rl~ododendron. 

In  Bhutan, Ludlow collected speciinetis at 12,FjW and 13,SOO ft. 
between May and August, and met it u , to 14,000 it. in dwarf juniper. 

DISTRIBUTION oursmr. SIKKLM : ~ P ~ , i l f ,  UI~~til l l ,  SE. Tibet to Yunnan. 
The higher Assam hills and Manipur (in winter). 

GENERAL HABITS : Little known. Shy, skulkii~g and silent. 
Meinertzhagen records a sparrow-like clurruping but quite melodious 
note. Stomachs examined by him contained no trace of seeds, but 
only green food. 

NESTLNG : Not authentically recorded. 
RACIAL CIWRICT'EHISTICS, MEASUREBIENTS, 1.Z.C: The Fuunn gives lor d 3 

Wing 92-104; bill 12-13; tarsus 3 - 2 2 ;  tail 44-79 Inln. 

'Iris hazel brown; b~l l ,  upper mandible blackish horny, lower mandible 
paJe horny, darker at tip; tarsus brownish horny' (Stevmu'). 

THE HIMALAYAN CROSSBILL 

Loxio mmirolrtra himalaye~lsis Blyth 
Loxia himalayeilsis 'Horlgson'=Blyth, 1845 (1844), Jocrr. Asiat. SOC. 

Ber~gtrl 13 : 952-hepal. 

Hinlalayan Crossbill, about natural size 

F.B.I. 3 :  115 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE : Spai~ow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Easily recognized by the peculiar structure of 

the bill in which the tips of the two mandibles cross each other. 
Male: Scarlet crimson, brighter on rump, with brown wings and tail. 
Fentale: Greyish olive-green, with the rump more yellow. 

Strong flight and twittering calls reminiscent of the Greenfinch 
(Carclmlis spinoides). 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A rare and erratic vagrant of unaccountable 
dispersal and wandering movements. Noimally at lugh elevations in 
the fir, spruce and larch zone, but has been obtained as low as 
5200 ft. in the Sikkim Himalayas in December. Sikkim specimens 
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in the Blitid~ Museum collected by Mandelli's Lepcha collectors, 
Jallucuy to hilarch, and May, lack precise localities or altitudes. The 
Survey came across it only at Phalut, c. 11,000 ft., where Dr Biswas 
of the Zoological Survey of India secured specimens. In the Chicago 
Natural History Museum there is one collected by V. S. La Personne 
at Lachen, c. 9000 ft., on 14 May 1931, where Schafer also obtained 
it in November 1938. 

Ludlow did not meet with it in Bhutan, but he collected speci- 
mens in SE. Tibet between 9500 and 13,500 ft. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SKICIM: The Himalayas from Lahul in the 
west to SE. Tibet; NE. Burma, Yunnan. 

~ m m w  HABITS: A restless finch of erratic occurrences, seen in 
small flocks frequenting the to s of spruce, larch and other conifers, i with parrot-like movements w en feeding. Food: mainly seeds of 
coniferous trees, to extract which from the cones the bill is specially 
adapted. Stevens records shooting a specimen clinging to and 
pecking at the face of a boulder, whose stomach contained minute 
pieces of white quartz1 

N E s n N C :  Not recorded. 
IUCIAL CHARACTERISTICS, M E A S U ~ ~ I E N T S ,  ETC: There is a wide variation 

in the wing and bill lengths of Sikkiln birds, but evidently they all belong 
to the one race l ~ i ~ n n l a ~ e n s i s  and are not composed of a resident and a migrant 
population as has been suggested. Two d shot together by Schafer from 
the same flock have Wing 82 and 89 mm. . 

Dr Biswas's Phalut specimens measure: 
Wing Bill Tarsus Tail 

4 d d 82-85 17.5-19 15-16 50-55 nun. 
Iris hazel brown; upper mandible dark horny, lower tinged greenish; legs 

and feet horny brown; claws darker. 

THE GOLDENHEADED BLACK FINCH 

Pyrrhoplectes epn~rletta (Hodgson) 
P!lrrhula ? Epnuletta Hodgson, 1836, Asiut. Res. 19 : 156-Nepal. 

Plate 19, fig. 4 (facing p. 224) 

F.B.I. 3:  114 
LOCAL NAME : Lho-sampreh-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
nELD CHARACTERS : Male: Entire plumage black except hindcrown 

and nape, which are golden orange. hliddle of abdomen orange-buff. 
Inner webs of tertiaries white, showing as a white line on the wing. 

Femde: Head and neck yellowish ashy grey. Rest of plumage 
chestnut-brown, paler on underparts. White line in wing as in male. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: A high elevation finch; not uncommon locnll~~. 
In summer u p  to c. 14,000 ft.; apparently not descending lower than 
c. 5000 ft. in winter. Blanford obtained it at 11,000 ft. on the Chola 
Range in August; hieinertzhagen at 8800 ft. (Lachen) in November, 
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and at 11,900 ft. (Changu) in December. There is a June specimen 
from Yumthang, 11,000 ft., in the Chicago Natural History Museum. 

In Bhutan, and the Himalayan facies of SE. Tibet, Ludow found 
it plentiful between 9000 and 13,000 ft.-May to October-decting 
bamboo and rhododendron undergrowth. 

GENERAL HABITS: Hops about in low scrub and dense thickets. 
Feeds on weed seeds, mostly on the ground, and keeps very still when 
thus occupied. C d l :  described as a low musical pipe; also as a 
rather squeaky whistling note not unlike that of the European 
Bullfinch. 

NESTING : Nothing recorded. 
RACIAL CHAFIA~RISTICS. ML~SU~ISMENTS, mc: BLU smaller and less 

swollen than in the bullfinches. Rpnp of same colour as back-not contraty 
white. The pure white h e r  webs of the tertiaries (inner secondary wing 
q&) in both sexes, are a distinctive feature of this finch. The Siklum speci- 
men id) in the Chcago Museum measures: Wing 77; bill c. 12 (damaged); 
tarsus 18.5; tail 59.5 mm. According to the Fauna the Wing (d 0 )  ranges 
between 75 and a9 mrn. 

Iris brown or black; bill horny brown, blacker on culmen; legs and feet 
brown or olive-brown. 

THE SCARLET FINCH 

Haemalto~-pizu hipahi (Hodgson) 
Corythw ? Sipahi Hodgson, 1836, As&. Res. 19: 151-Nepal. 

Plate 19, fig. 5 (facing p. 224) 

F.B.I. 3: 117 
L O C ~  NAMES : Phanying-pho-biu (Lepcha); Labbia mapho 

(Bhutia). 
SIZE : Bulbul- . 
FIELD CKARA- : Male: Overall brilliant deep scarlet. 
Feinale: Above, brownish olive-yellow with a bright yellow rump 

(conspicuous in flight); Below, brown, scalloped with yellowish grey. 
STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident (?) between c. 2000 and 6500 ft. 

elevation. Not uncommon, but local and patchy (Dikchu, Singhik, 
Temi, Penlom La, Gangtok). M e d s  forest. 

UJSTR~BU~ON OUTSIDE S-: Nepal, Bhutan, Assam hills north 
and south of Brahmaputra River; NE. Burma, Mt Victoria, Yuman. 

c m  WITS:  Social. Small parties and scattered flocks of 
25-30 birds keep to the tree-tops in forest, feeding on various seeds 
and berries, and searching under the moss on the branches for 
insects. Flight: typically hch-like, strong and dipping, with rapid 
wing beats. Call: a pleasant too-eee, reminiscent in a way of the 
Large Cuckoo-Shrike (Corcccim) but rather softer and higher pitched. 

NESTING: Not recorded in S i k h  and little known. Nest-bulky, 
25 
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cup-shaped, of twigs and roots. Eggs-blue, blotched with reddish 
brown. Size about 23 >t 18 mm. 

IUCIAL CHARACTERISTICS, MEASUREMENTS, ETC : Specimens collected by the 
Sikkim Survey lileasure : 

Whg Bill Tarsus Tail 
3 d d  101-102 18-19 19-21.5 63.5-64 mm. 
1 9  99 19 21.5 60 mm. 

Schsfer's S~kkim skins give Wing 4 d d  100, 103, 104, 108; 5 9 Q 05, 99, 
99, 99, 102 mm. Corztra the suggestion in the Fauna, the relative tail-length 
in Loth sexes is equal (Stresemann). 

Iris brown or hazel brown; bill d brownish flesh colour with a pale 
crimson flush when fresh, 9 without flush; legs, feet and claws horny brown. 

THE BROWN BULLFINCH 

Pyrrhula nipdensis izipaleiw.is Hodgson 
P.(yrrl iula)  Nipaler~sis  Hodgson, 1836, Asiat. Res. 19: 155-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 3 : 112 
LOCAL NAM.E: 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD C H A R A ~ S :  The short, abrupt, swollen bill, white rump 

(particularly conspicuous in flight), and metallic black wings and tail 
-the latter distinctly forked-readily distinguish all Sikkim bull- 
finches. M& dffers from the Redheaded and Beavan's bullfinches 
in having the band round base of bill (also a narrow ring round eye) 
dark brown instead of velvety black. Crown, nape and back ashy 
brown; upper rump black, lower white. Wings and tail metallic 
purplish black. A pale ashy wing-bar. Outer web of innermost 
secondary edged with crimson. A white patch under and behind eye. 
Below, ashy vinous brown, tu~ning to whitish on abdomen and to 
white on under tail-coverts. 

Female differs only in the edge of the inne~most secondary being 
yellow instead of crimson. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Rare. Has bee11 obtained by Inglis at 
Tonglo, 10,000 ft., in June and by Blanford in the Lachen Valley, 
10,000 ft., in September. I have examined specimens in the Chicago 
Natural History Museum collected by the Suydam Cutting Expedition 
at Lachung (9000-10,000 ft.) in June 1931. More recently Schiifer got 
it at Thangu, 13,000 ft., in July and at Gangtok, c. GOO0 ft., in March. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Throughout the Himalayas from 
Gilgit in the west to E. Assam, and on into China. Also Mt Victoria in 
Burma. 

GENERAL HABITS : Similar to those of the Redheaded Bullfinch ex- 
cept for the call note which is described as more melodious-a 
whistling twitter. 

NESTING : Not authentically known. 



IUCUL CH.ABA(;TEIUSTICS, WASU-NTS, m c ;  Sikki~n specimens i ; ~  tile 
Cl~icago Museum measured by me: 

Wing Bill l'arsus Tail 
2 d d  89 12.5-13 17-17.5 72.5-77 mm. 
1 9  85 12 - 70.5 rnm. 

-411 ad, d in Scl~iifer's Sikkirn collectio~l has Wing 88 imn. 
Iris brown; bill greenish horn with black tip; legs and fcet fleshy I~rowll. 

BEAVAN'S BULLFINCH 

Pymhdu e r y t k u  enjtlzuca Blytll 
Pyrrltula erytl~acc~ Slyth, 1862, Ibis: 389--Sikkilri 

F.B.I. 3: 111 
LOCAL NAME : Kobyu (Lepcha). 
SIZE: SPZUTOW. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Male Werentiated from the Redheaded Bull- 

finch by the crown being ashy grey like the back, instead of red 
Upper rump black; lower rum white. B e h ,  throat ash grey; 
breast, upper abdomen and orange-red. Lower Jdomen 
grey, paling to white on under tail-coverts. 

Female: Similar but browner and duller, and without red on the 
breast. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Very rare. Meinertzhagen is the only 
recent investigator who has collected it in S i b  almost since it 
was first described thence, over 80 years previously-cf 9.i.1926, 
Phalut, 10,700 ft. Ludlow did not obtain it during his first Bhutan 
expedition, but in SE. Tibet he found it common and abundant in 
the basin of the Subansiri, north of the main Himalayan range 
(between long. 92" 30' and 94"), and collected a large series between 
7000 and 13,500 ft. elevation-May to October. He concludes that 
the real home of this bullfinch lies east of Bhutan, and that its 
rarity in Bhutan and Sikkinl is simp1 due to these areas being on 
the westernmost fringe of its distri ution. Affects. mixed conifer 
and rhododendron forest. 

i 
DISTFUBUTION OUTSIDE SZKKUI: Bhutan; SE. Tibet. The species 

extends to Yunnan, Szechwan and Kansu. 
G E N J ~ A L  HABITS: Not different from those of the Redheaded B d -  

fmch, including tlle calls. Feeds largely on the catkins of willow and 
buds of buckthorn trees. Frequently also on the ground. 

RACIAL CIIARACTERISTLCS, MEASUREMENLS, EX: L U ~ O W ' S  specimens iron) 
Bhutan and SE. Tibet give Wing 11 d d 81-86; 12 9.3 79-83 lnm. 

'Iris brown to dark ~ S O W I I ;  legs and feet fleshy brown to horny Ixown' 
(Ludlow). 



388 F R I N C I L L I D A E  

THE REDHEADED BULLFINCH 

Py~rhula e y thocep hula Vigors 
Pyrrhulo s~~ytl~rocepltula Vigors, 1832, Proc. 2001. Soc. London: 174- 

Himalayas (=Sirnla-Almora District). 

Plate 19, fig. 3 (facing p. 224) 

F.B.I. 3: 110 
LOCAL NAME: Kobyu (Lepcha). 
SIZE : Sparrow. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : Male: Aboue, a broad velvety black forehead 

band encircling base of bill and narrowly masking it at the chin. 
Crown, nape and hindneck vermilion or deep orange-chestnut. Back 
ashy grey; rump white; tail and wings metallic black. An ashy grey 
wing-bar. Below, pale dull red fading to white on lower abdomen 
and under tail-coverts. 

Female: Like male but yellowish green on crown and nape, and 
greyish brown and whitish on underparts. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Fairly common but rather sporadic. In 
summer u p  to c. 13,000 ft.; in winter some birds down to 4000 ft. 
while others still at the highest limits (Chola Range, Sandakphu, 
Tonglo, Thangu, Lachen, Lachung, Yumthang, Gangtok, Singhik). 
Nfects secondary growth in the rhododendron and conifer facies. 

DIsTRIsUnoN OUTSIDE SIKKIM : Throughout the Himalayas from 
Kashmir to Bhutan and SE. Tibet. 

GENERAL HABITS : Sociable. Usually in small flocks in bushes and 
shrubs, but frequently also on the ground. Food: mainly weed seeds 
and leaf-buds. Cdl:  a soft plaintive whistle phew-phew, indistinguish- 
able from that of the European B u k c h .  

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim. In the western Himalayas 
(9000-12,000 ft.) season-(? July)-August. Nest-cup-shaped, of thin 
twigs, lined with coarse grass and beard-moss. E g g s 4  or 4, dull 
grey-white with specks and blotches of reddish brown, and faint grey 
and lavender markings. Size about 21 X 15 mm. 

RACIAL CHARACTERL~TJCS, M E A S U ~ M E S T S ,  ETC: The Fauna gives for d 0 
Wing 77-80; bill 9-10; tarsus 18-19; tail 60-64 mm. 

A large series collected by Schafer in Sikkim has Wing 9 d d 77-80 
(av. 78.5); 10 9 9 76-80 (av. 77.7) mnl. (Stresernann). 

Iris brown or hazel; bill black; legs and feet pale flesh colour or Ilesl~y 
I~rown. 
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THE SPOTTEDWINGED GROSBEAK 

Myceroba metmzanthos (Hodgson) 
Coc.(cothraustes) Melnnozanthos EIodgson, 1850, Asiat. Res. 19: 150-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 3:  105 
LOCAL NAMX : Maltam-pho (Lepcha). 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: Above, including wings and tail, slaty 

black or blackish brown. Wings with oval yellow spots on the 
tertiaries, and a conspicuous white spot at the base of several pri- 
maries. Below, chin and throat dark brown; rest deep yellow. 

F d e :  Above, black, each feather edged with yellow; more 
yellow on forehead and crown. A broad black band through the 
eye. Below, yellow, streaked with black on the sides. White wing- 
spot as in male. 

The disproportionately lar e and heavy bluish bill, and the com- g, paratively short distinctly for ed tail are diagnostic features. 
STATUS AND HABITAT : Resident; apparently uncommon. Schafer 

obtained specimens at Gangtok, c. 6000 ft., in January and June 
1939, and Elwes at Yumthang, 11,000 ft., in September (c. 1870). 
In Bhutan, Ludlow found it u p  to 12,000 ft, in summer in the conifer 
and birch zone, and down to 2000 ft. in winter in thick tropical 
forest. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE S-: Throughout the Himalayas at 
appropriate altitudes, from Hazara in the west to E. Assam. Manipur, 
N. Burma, N. Thailand, Szechwan. 

GENERAL HABITS: Ludlow remarks that in Bhutan these grosbeaks 
collect into flocks with the approach of autumn and become very 
noisy, especially in the mornings and evenings. They descend to 
lower altitudes with the advance of winter. Food: mainly kernels 
of the wild cherry and other nuts, to crack the hard shells of which 
its powerful bill is specially adapted. The cracking sound of cherry 
stones and nuts can be heard a good distance away and often provides 
the first indication of a feeding flock in the vicinity. Calls: a harsh 
krrr, and a parakeet-like note. In summer, a loud creaky song of 
half to one minute's duration-with occasional bulbul-like musical 
notes, frequently repeated. 

NESTING: NO record in Sikkim. Season elsewhere (at high 
altitudes), May to July. Nest-bulky, cup-shaped, of moss, fern- 
stems, roots, etc., up in a pine tree. Eggs-2 or 3, very pale grey- 
green, feebly ringed at the broad end with grey-brown or reddish 
freckles. Size about 30 x 20 mm. 

RACIAL CHMACTERI.STICS. MEASURE~IENTS. ETC: The Fauna gives for d 0 
Willg 126-135; bill 23-25; tarsus 23-24; tail 74-79 mm. An adult d in Schafer's 
Sikkim collection has Wing 130 mm. 

Iris brown; bill bluish plumbeous; legs and feet leaden grey. 
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THE WHITEWINGED GROSBEAK 

Mycerobas carttipies carnips (Hodgson) 
Coc.(cotI~rair~tes) Cart~ipes Hodgson. 1836, Asiot. Res. 19 : 151-Nepal. 

F.B.I. 3:  104 
LOCAL NAME: 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS: Male: A b m ,  including tail black; rump 

greenish yellow. Wings black with a conspicuous broad white band 
near base of primaries. Flight feathers tipped and edged with 
yellow. Below, chin, throat and breast black; rest of underparts 
greenish yellow or dull olive-orange. 

Female similar but duller, with the black portions largely re- 
placed by ashy brown. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: Resident and fairly common between c.  8500 
and 14,000 ft. elevation, even in winter (Lachung, Thangu, Gnatong, 
Phalut, Changu, Karponang). A bird of high elevations, especially 
partial to juniper forest and scrub. 

D I s m s u n o N  OUTS~DE SIKKIM: The high Himalayas from Garhwal 
through Nepal, Bhutan, and SE. Tibet to E. Assam. The species 
extends westward to Afghanistan and N. Iran. 

GENERAL HABITS: Similar to those of the Allied Grosbeak (next). 
Goes about in large flocks in winter. Meinertzhagen describes it as 
noisy and restless, with a rasping call-note and a clumsy dipping 
flight. FoocE: mostly juniper bemes. 

NESTING: Not recorded in Sikkim, but Schiifer took a juvenile 
specimen at Thangu, 13,000 ft., in July. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTLCS, MEASUIIEMENTS, ETC : Meinertzhagen, who ex- 
amined a large series of Sikkim skins, comments upon the inordinately large 
variation in the wing length, ranging between 103 and 123 mm. Schafer's 
Sikkim specimens have Wing 3 ad. d d 118, 120, 123; 1 9 117 mm. 
(Stresemann). As these were collected in July, along with a juvenile, they 
obviously represent the resident population and are not migrants from the 
hills of W. China or E. Tibet as Meinertzhagen s~~gges ted  thc larger Sikkim 
birds (with Wing above c. 115 mm.) may be. 

Iris brown; bill: 'upper manclihle horny brown, lower mandible alnlost 
white; legs pale fleshy 1x.own to fleshy pink. The bill apparently has no 
seasonal change O F  colo~u' (Fauna). Stevens describes the legs as 'plumbeous 
brown'. 
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THE ALLLED GROSBEAK 

Mycerobm e n i u  (Blyth) 
Hesperiphona afitlis Blyth, 1855, Jour. Asiclt. Soc. Bai~gal  2 4 :  179- 

Alpine Punjab. 

Plate 19, fig. 2 (facing p. 224) 

F.B.I. 3:  103 
LOCAL NAME : 
SIZE: Myna. 
FIELD CHARACTERS : A large, heavy-billed finch. Mate: Black and 

deep gdden- or orange-yellow of more or less the colour pattern 
of the Blackheaded Oriole. 

Female: Head, chin and throat ashy grey. Rest of plumage 
olive-green above, yellower on rump; olive-yellow below. Wings 
and tail black. 

STATUS AND HABITAT: According to Stevens 'occurs sparingly on 
the Singalila Ridge during the winter months and evidently does 
not descend to a lower limit than about 9000 ft. on either side of 
the Nepal-Sikkim frontier'. He obtained specimens at Tonglo, 
9500-9900 ft., in January and February. Meinertzhagen records it 
at Da-jeeling, 6600 ft., on 17 Tanuary 1926. The Sikkim Survey 
came across this grosbeak only at Thangu, c.  13,000 ft., in April. In 
Bhutan, Ludlow collected it between 10,500 and 14,000 ft. in June 
and July. A bird of high oak and conifer forests. 

DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE SWCIM: The high Himalayas from Hazara 
in the west through Garhwal, Nepal, Bhutan and SE. Tibet to 
W. China. . 

GENERAL HABITS: Keeps in pairs or flocks, sometimes quite large 
ones, to tall fir and deodar trees, biting into the cones with its 
powerful bill to  extract the seeds which are its chief food. Also 
takes berries from shrubs, and insects etc. on the ground. Calls: 
'a sharp alarm note, k m ,  like two stones struck together, and a 
mu~ical call of seven notes te-de-le-li-di-li-urn' (A. E. Osmaston). 
In Sikkim I recorded in April a loud creaking song, punctuated by 
musical bulbul-like notes, lasting about 30 seconds and constantly 
repeated. 

NESTING: Has not been obsemed in Sikkim, nor apparently else- 
where within its Indian range. 

RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS. ~ I C ~ S U ~ E ~ I E N T S ,  ETC : Differs from the very similar 
but better known Black-and-Yellom Grosbeak (M. icterioides) of the western 
Himalayas in having the thighs yellowisli instead of black in the d .  and breast 
and abdomen olive-yellow instead of ashy grey and buff in the 9 .  

The Fauna gives the measurements as: Wing d 126-136, Q 122-128; bill 
23-25; tarsus 28-29; tail 88-97 mm. 

For a 9 Stevens records iris brown. hill ~reeniqh l>ll~e (sea green): tarsus 
flwhy: claws horny. 
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Birds recorded as occurring, or having occurred, in 'Sikkim' including the 
terai, foothills, mountains, and the Tibetan Plateau facies, of which either the 
status is indeterminate or no recent or su£€icient data are available: 

Family PHALACROCORA~AE : Cormorants 

Indian Shag (Pholncrocorax juscicollis) 

Family ARDEIDAE : Herons, Egrets 

Giant Heron (Ardea goliath) 
Cattle Egret (Bu.bulcus ibjs) 
Little Green Heron (Butorides strj~rtus) 

Family ANATIDAE: Ducks, Geese 
Pintail (Anus acuta) 
Wigeon (Anas penelope) 
Gadwall (Anus strepera) 
Common Teal (Anas mecca) 
Brahrniny Duck (Tadornu ferruginea) 
Barheaded Goose (Anser itldicus) 

Family ACCIPITRIDAE : Vultures, Hawks 
Blyth's Baza (Auiceda ierdoni) 
Blackcrested Baza (Auicedu leuphotes) 
Honey Buzzard (Pernis ptilorhynchus) 
Rufousbellied Hawk-Eagle (Lophotrwrchis kienerii) 
Whitebacked Vulture (Gyps bengalensis) 
Longbilled Vulture (Gyps ittdicirs! 
Fulvous Vulture (Gyps fuluus) 
Ciilereous Vulture (Aegyplus mnachus) 
Osprey (Pondion haliaetus) 

Family FALCONIDAE : Falcons 

Redlegged Falco~i (Falco arnurefl sis) 
Hobby (Falco subbuteo) 
Indian Hobby (Falco seuerus) 

Fotnily TURNICIDAE : Br~stnrtl Quails, Button Quails 

Bmtard Quail (Ttrmix surcitdor) 
Little Rutton Quail (Z'urnix syluattco) 
Yellowlegged Button Quail (Turnix tanki) 



394 A P P E N D I X  

Family RALLIDAE : Rails, Waterhens, etc. 
Ruddy Crake (Amuuromb fuscus) 
Moorhen (Cnllirruh chloropus) 
Purple Coot, or Gallinu~le (Porphyrio pozphyrio) 

Family CHARADNIDAE : Plovers 
Whitetailed Lapwing (C.'kettusiu leucum) 
Redwattled Lapwing (Hoplopterus inclicus) 
Golden Plover (Pluoinlis dominica) 
Little Ring Plover (Charadrius dubius) 
Wood Snipe (Gallinago nerno~.icol~i) 
Pintail Snipe (Gallinago stenura) 

Family PTEROCLIDIDAE : Sandgrouse 
Tibetan Sandgrouse (Syrrhaptes tibetanus) 

Wlonak Valley, May. Also between Gyagong and Tso Chomo, 17,000 ft. 
(Matthews). 

Family  PSI~~ACIDAE : Parrots 
Large Indian Parakeet (Psittacula eupatn'a) 
Blossomheaded Parakeet (Psi'ttacula cynnocephala) 
Lorikeet (Loriculus vernalis) 

Family CUCULIDAE : Cuckoos 
Hawk-Cuckoo, or 'Brainfever Bird' (Cuculus vmius) 
Redwinged Crested Cuckoo (Clamador coromandus) 
Pied Crested Cuckoo (C2amutor iacobinus) 
Sirkeer Cuckoo (Taccocua Zeschenaulti) 
Crow-Pheasant (Centropus sinensis) 
Lasser Crow-Pheasant (Centropus toulot~ (Dei~gulensis)) 

Family STRICIDAE : Owls 
Hawk-Owl (Ninox scuttrkptc;) 
scops Owl (Otz1s scops) 
Brown Fish Ow: (Bubo zeylonensis) 
Tibet Owlet (Athene nocttca ludlowi) 

Specimen d (Wing 178 mm.) Gaynmtashana Tso, c. 16,000 ft., N. Sikkim, 
28.viii.1938 (Schafer). 

F m i l y  A~ODIDAE : Swifts 
Alpine Swift (Aptts niclba) 

Family MEROPIDAE : Bee-eaters 
Redheaded Bee-eater (Merops lescher~aulti) 
Common Grcen Bee-eater (Msrops orientalis) 

Fninily CORACLIDAE : Rollers 
Roller, or Blue Jay (Coracins herlglinler~sis) 



Pied Hornbill, about one-fifth 

Fcrinily BUCE~OTIDAE : Hornbills 
Pied Hornbill (Anthracoceros molabaricus) (see figure above) 

Family CAPITONIDAE: Barbets 
Linealcd Green Barbet (,V.legalninn linenta) 
Blue-cared Rarbet lblegoloi~na austrolis) 

Family PICIDAE : Woodpeckers 
Wryneck (Jynx lorquilla) 

Family P I ~ I D A E  : Pittas 
Indian Pitta (Pitta bruchyura) 

A specimen picked up dead, Gangtok, May 1953 (J .  S. Lall). 

Greenbreasted Pitta (Pitta cucullata) 
A breeding specimen, Great Rangeet Valley, c.  1200 ft. (Jerdon) 

Fntnily HIRUNDINIDAE : Swallo\vs, h4artins 
Crag Martin (Hirrrndo rupestris) 
Sand Marth'n (Riparin pallrdicola) 

I;ainily CAMPEPKAGIDAE : Cuckoo-Shrikes, Minivets 
Large Grey Cuckoo-Shrike (Coracina iwvaehollondiae) 
Rosy Minivet (Pen'crocotus roseus) 

Faitri!y IRENIDAE : Fairy Bluebird, Chloropses, Ioras 
Common Iora (Aegithina t iph iu)  

Family F'YCNONOTIDAE : B I I ~ ~ I I ~ S  
Redwhiskered Bulbul (Pycnonows focosns) 
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Crowbilled Drongo 
About one-fourth 

Pied Bushchat 
Abont one-half 

Thickbilled Warbler 
About one-half 

Layard's Flycntcher 
About hvo-tlri~ 11. 
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Szrbfutriily MUSCICAPINAE : Flycatchers 
Blacknaped Blue Flycatclier (Monurclm azurea) 
Layard's Flycatcher (Muscicapu mrrtlui) (see figure opposite) 
Brooks's Flycatcher (Mt~scicapa poliogenys) 

Subfurnily TIMALIINAE : Babblers 
Abbott's Babbler (Trichastorna abbotti) 
Jungle Babbler (Turdoides striatus) 

Sub fu~r t i l y  SYLVIINAE : Warblers 
Ashy Wren-Warbler (Prink socialis) 
Brown Hill Warbler (Pliliia polychroa crir~iger) 
Whitethroated Flycatcher-M7arbler (Abroscopur crlbogularis) 
Thickbilled Warbler (Phragamticola aedon) (see figure opposite) 
Grasshopper Warbler (Locustella i~aeuia) 

S u b f a m i l y  TURDINAE : Thrushes, Robins, Chats 
Pied Ground Thrush (Turdus wardi) 
Salvadori's Thrush (Turdus obscurus) 
Dusky Tlmsh (Turdus eunomus) 
Pied Bushchnt (Soxicola caprata) (see figure opposite) 

F ~ ) r ~ i l y  PRUNELLWAE : Accentors 
Brown Accentor (Prunelkz fuluescens) 

Fanli ly MOTACILLIDAE : Pipits, Wagtails 
Water Pipit (Anthiu spinolettn) 
Indian Pipit (Anthus novaese~landiae) 
Rock Pipit (Anthur similis) 
Forest Wagtail (Motacilla indica) 

Fainily DICRU~UUAE : Drongos 
Black Drongo (Dicrums adsirnilis (=mcrocercus)) 
Crowbilled Drongo (Dicrurus annectatls) (see figure opposite) 

F m i l y  ORIOLIDAE : Orioles 
Blaclmaped Oriole (Oriolus chine&) 

Fanzily CORVIDAE : Crows, Pies, etc. 
Tree Pie (Dendrodtta vagabundn! 

Fanlily DICAEIDAE : Flowerpeckers 
Thickbilled Flowerpecker (Dicaeum agile) 
Yellowvented Flowerpecker (Dicaeum chrysorrl~eum) 
Scarletbacked Flowerpecker (Dicaeum cruentatum) 
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Fu~rli ly  NECTA~IINIIDAE : Sunbirds 
Purple Sunbird (Nectarinia ariatica) 
Indian Yellowb~cked Sunbird (Aethopyga sipamjcl seheriae) 

Family FRINCILLIDAE : Buntings, Sparrows, Finches, Weavers 
Chestnut Bunting (Emberiza rutila) 
Yellowbreasted Bunting (Emberiza aureoh) 
Greyheaded Bunting (Emberiza ftlcata) 
Tibetan Twite (Carduelis fbuirostris rufostrigata) 

Spedmen Natu La, 14,000 ft., 21.xii.1925 (Meinertzhagen). Abundant in 
Bhutan north of main range, c. 15,000 ft. (Ludlow). 

Redbrowed Finch (Callacanthis burtoni) (Plate 19, fig. 9) 
Specimens: Tonglo, 10,000 ft., and Singalila liidge (Stevens). Normally 
W. Himalayas east to Kumaon. 
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Main entries are indicated by 
page numbers in bold type 

ablotti, T r i c l ~ t o m a ,  397 
Abroscopus, 241 
Accentor, Altai, or Rufousbreasted, 

300 
Brown, 397. 
Eastern Alpine, 298 
Maroonbacked, 301 
Robin, 302 
Rufousbreasted, 303 

Accipitridae, 2, 393 
acuta, Anus, 393 
rrcuticauda, Lonchura strata, 367 
acutirostris, (CdundreUa acutirostris), 

105 
adumri, (Montlfringilh), 368 

Montiftingilh adamsf, 365 
adsirnilis ( =macrocercus), Dicrurw, 

397 
aedon, Phragamaticola, 397, 
Aegithalinae, 343 
aemodium, Cornstomu, 165, 221 
aemodiw, P a m  ater, 338 
aeneus, Dicruw aeneus. 316 
aestigma, Muscicapa supercilioris, 136 
Aethopyga, 356 
afiil.is, Accipiter uirgatw, 4, 6 

( A p w  4 n i s ) ,  73, 74 
Ithuginis cnrentus, 24 
M ycerobas, 391 
(Peticrocotus breoirostris), 116 
P.(erbocotus) b.(reoirostris), 117 
Phylloscopus, 224 
Seicercus, 235, 236 

agile, Dicaeum, 397 
agricola, Streptopelia orientalis, 44, 45 
Alaudidae, 104 
ulbicollis, Rhipidura, 232, 265 

Rhipidura albicollis, 148 
Yuhina flavicollis, 203 

albigularis, Abroscopw superci~~aris, 
239 

nlbiust~er, Microura dbiuenter, 156 
albocinctus, Turdw, 268 
albogulnris, Abroscopus, 397 

Garrulm albogulutis, 172 
alboides, Motacijla dba,  307, 309 
albonotdus, Caprimulgw m w ,  69 
dbo-~u~erciliatis, (Seicercw xantho- 

schlstos), 237 
Alcedinidae, 75 
altafca, (Leucosticte nmrCco&), 374 

Amaurornis, 104 
arnbigua, (Hirundo rustics), 108 

Stachyris rufifrons, 160 
arnurensis, Falco, 393 
Anatidae, 1, 393 
annectuns, Dicrurw, 397 
arli~edens, Hetero~hasia annecteiu, 212 
apicaudu, Treron apicoudo, 37 
Apodidae, 70, 394 
Apodinae, 70 
aquilonifer, Tetraogallw tibdanus, 21, 

22 
Archrwrhera, 56 
argcntauris, Leiothrix argentauk, 187 
Ari (Arita), wviii 
arquata, Numeniw, 37 
Artamidae, 314 
Artarnus, 17, W 
Arun-Kosi River, xKiv 
arvensls, Alaudo, 105 
asiattca, Megalaima &ica, 85 

Nectarinia, 398 
miaticus, Captimulgus, 31 
athertont, Nyctymnis dhertoni, 77 
atzifrons, Charadrius mongolus, 30 
atrogulafls, Prinia drogubtis, 245 

Turdus mficollis, 268, 272, 273 
atrosuyerciliaris, P.(aradoxornk) 

a.(trosuperciliurir), 169 
audreyanq Leucosticte brandti, 372, 

373 
aureola, Emberiza, 398 
aureur, Gvp&tw barbatus, 13. 15 
aurifrons, Chloropsis aurifrons, 119 
austerum, (Glaucidium cucuEoides1, 64 
australis, Megaluima, 395 
azurea, Monarch, 397 

Babbler, Abbott's, 397 
Assam Redfronted, 160 
Bengal Redcappd, 164 
Chestnut-headed, 208 
Chesh~ut-throated Shrike-, 19:; 
Coralbilled Scimitar, 153 
Dusky Green, or Yellmvthroated, 

208 
Goldenbreasted, 207 
Green Shrike-, 192 
Grey, 327 
Jungle. 126, 397 
Longbilled Wren-, 155 
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Babbler, Nepal ~oldenheaded, 162 
Nepal White-eyed Quaker, 211 
Quaker, 202, 214 
Redcapped, 164 
~edheaded,  161 
~edwinged Shrike-, 191 
~ufousbellied Shrike-, 190 
Sikkim ~lackthroated, 163 
Sikkim Rufousnecked Scimitar, 151 
S i b  Rustycheeked Scimitar, 152 
Sikkim Spotted, 149 
Slatyheaded Scimitar, 150 
Slenderbilled Scimitar, 154 
Whiteheaded Shrike-, 194 
Yellowbreasted, 164 
Yelloweyed, 170, 327 
Yellowtl~roated, 208 

Babblers, 149, 397 
badius, Accipiter, 5 
baicalensis. Motadlla alba, 308 
Bailey, Col. F. M., xxvi 
baileyi, (Yuhina fkzvicotlis), 203 
bakeri, Cuculur canorus, 51, 52, 53, 

54, 55 
(Garrrilar phoeniceus), 186 
(Paradoxomis ruficeps), 170 
Yuhirla, 201 

Barbet, Blue-eared, 395 
Bluethroated, 85 
Goldenthroated, 84 
Great Assam, 83 
Green, 88 
Large Green, 78 
Lineated Green, 395 

Barbets, 83, 395 
Barheads, 2 
Barwing, Nepd, 195 

Sikkirn Hoary, 196 
bayleyi, Heterophasiu capistrata, 213 
Baza. Blackcrested. 393 

Blyth's, 393 
beavani, Parus rubidiventris, 339 
Bee-eater, Bluebearded, 77 

Common Green. 394 
~edheaded,  394 

Bee-eaters, 77, 394 
bengalensis, Alcedo atthis, 7,6 
(beitgulet~sis), Centropus toulou, 394 
bengal-s, Gyps, 393 

Pycrwnotus cafes, 123 
T i d i a  pileata, 164 

benghaleilsis, Corach, 394 
berezowskii, Anthus hodgsoni, 304, 

305 
besra, (Accipiter virgatus), 4 
bethelae, Garrulax aflinis, 184 
biddulphi, (Strir aluco), 66 
bispecularis, (Garrulus glandurius), 

321 

Biswas, Dr Biswamoy, xxx 
Blackbird, Greywinged, 269 

Tibetan, 267 
Whitecollared, 268 

Blanford, (William Thomas), xxvi 
blanfmdi, (Montifringilla), 366 

or ruficollis, (Moittifringillu), 366 
Montifringilla blanfordi, 365 

Bluebird, Fairy, 119, 395 
Sikkim Fairy, 121 

Blue Jay, or Roller, 394 
Jays, 78 

biytki, (Carpodacus thura), 381 
bonvaloti, K.(githa.Zos), 344 
bottanensis, Pica pica, 324 
boulboul, Tzirdus, 268, 269, 270 
Rrachypteryx, 257 
brachyura, Pitta, 395 
'Brainfever Bird,' or Hawk-Cuckoo, 

394 
brevirostris, Colloccrlia brevirostris, 70 

(Pericrocotus), 116, 117 
Pericrocotus brevirostris, 116 

Broadbill, Hodgson's, or Nepal Collar- 
ed, 101, 191 

Longtailed, 102 
Broadbills, 101 
brodiei, Glaucidium brodiei, 63 
brunnescetu, Cettia acanthizoides, 220 
brunnew, Erithacw brunneus, 246, 

285 
brunnifrons, Cettia bwiznifrons, 217 
Bucerotidae, 81, 395 
Bulbul, Black, 124 

Blackcrested Yellow, 122 
Browneared, 137 
Himalayan Black, 128 
Redvented, 123 
Redwhiskered, 395 
Rubythroated, 122 
Rufousbellied, 126 
Striated Green, 124 
Whiteclieeked, 122 
Whitetluoated, 125 

Bdbds ,  122, 395 
BdfincL, Beavan's, 387 

Brown, 386 
Redheaded, 388 

Bunting, Chestnut, 398 
Crested, 368 
Eastern Meadow, 263 
Gre headed, 398 
LitYe, 369 
Yangtse Blackfaced, 970 
Yellowbreasted, 398 

Buntings, 368, 398 
Bushinw, 30 
burkii, Seicercw, 236 

Ssicercrcs burkii, 236 



burmunicw, Butw buteo, 7 
burtont, Callacanthis, 398 
Bushchat, Collared, 282 

Dark-Grey, 283 
Hodgson's, 283 
Pied, 247, 263, 397 

Bustard Quails, 393 
Buzzard. Honey, 393 

Japanese Desert, 7 
Longlegged, 6 

cacabata, Aiuscicapa sibirica, 129 
caerulatus, Garrulax caerulatus, 179 
caeruleocephalus, Phoenicurus. 263 
caerulescens, Microhierax caerulescens, 

16 
calcarata, Motacilla citreok, 310 
calidus, (Falco peregrinus), 18 
calipyga, Leiothrix lutea, 188 
calliope, Erithacus, 248 
calochrysea, Culicicapa ceylonenis, 146 
calvus, Torgos, 11 
Campephagidae, 111, 395 
canescens, (Rltipidura albicollb), 149 
canorus, (Cuculus canorus), 53 
cantator, Phy~oscopus, 233, 234 
capensis, Pelargopsis capensis, 77 
capistrata, (Heterophasia capistrata), 

213 
capitalis, Hemipus picatus, 111 
Capitonidae, 83, 395 
caprata, Saxicola, 263, 397. 
Caprirnulgidae, 68 
Carduelhlae, 37U 
carnipes, Alycerobas carnipes, 390 
Cnrpoducur, 380 
cashmeriensis, (Cinclus cinclus), 296 

Delicholt urbica, 110 
cospica, itlotacilla caspica, 309 
castaneu, (Sitta castanea), 350 
castoileccps, Alcippe castaneceps, 208 
castaileocoror~ata, Tesia castaneocoro- 

nata, 216 
castaniceps, Seicercus castoniceps, 238 
cathpharius, Dendrocopos cathpharius, 

96 
caudacuta, (CAaet.ura), 72 
caudatus, Spelaeornis, 158 
centralis, (Phylloscopus macolipenilis), 

227 
(Tetraogallus tibetanus), 22 

Certhiidae, 352 
ceylonensis, Clclicicapa, 216, 238 

(Culicicapa ceylonensis), 146 
Champion, H. G., xxix 
Changu (Chhanggu, or Tsomgo), xwiii 
Charadriidae, 29, 394 
Charadriinae, 29 

26 

Chat, Blue, 285 
Indian Blue, 246 

Chats, 246, 397 
cheela, Spiiornis cheela, 15 
chersonesus, (Chrysocolaptes lucidus), 

100 
Chho LhZmo Lake, xxiii 
Chdtchaff, Siberian, 226 
chinensis, Kitta chinensis, 322 

Oriolus, 397 
chlorolophus, Picus chlorolophus, 92 
chloronotus, (Phylloscopus proregu- - 

lus). 229 
Chloropses, 119, 395 
Chloropsis, C;oldfronted, 119, 120 

Oraneebellied. 120 
chloropYus, ~a l l i ;~u lo ,  394 
Chough, Alpine, 329 

Himalayan Redbilled. 330 
Himalaian ~ellowbilled, or Alpine, 

329 
H-k's Ground, 327 
Redbilled, 330 

chrysaea, Stachyris chrysaea, 162 
chrysaeus, Erithacus chrysaeus, 249 
Chrysontmu, 170 
chrysotis, Alcippe chrysotis, 207 
chr~porr;~eum, Dicaeum, 397, 
ChurnLi Valley, xxiii 
chumbiei~sis, Alcippe vinipectus, 209, 

210 
Chunlthang (Chungthang), xxviii 
Chunghng, xxiii 

(Chunltl~ang), xxviii 
Cinclinae, 296 
dt~clorhyi~c~rus, Afonticola, 280, 281 
CincZus, 295 
cinclus, Cit~clus cinclus, 296 
cii~erea, Alcippe, 208 
cinnamorilsus, (Passer rutilans), 363 
cinnai~tovei~tris, Sitta castanea, 349, 

350 
citreola, (Motacilla citreoh), 311 
citriria, Zoothera citrina, 273 
cochinchii~ensis, (Choetura caudacuta), 

72 
cbelicolor, Grondrrh cdelicolor, 254 
collaris, (Prunella), 299, 300 
collini. nfuscicopa westermanni, 135 
coltorti, Alccdo mcninting, 76 
Columbidae, 37 
concirlnus, X.(githalisczis), 197 
confusus, Eritllacus pectoralis, 247 
Conostom, 166 
contir~ei~fo~is, C e n j ! ~  ltigubris. 75 
Coot, Purple. or Gallinule, 394 
Coracins, 40 
Coraciiclae. 79, 301 
Cor,acii~o, 385 
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ooralliiaa, (Sittu froiitdis), 351 
Cormorants. 393 
corotnarrda, Halcyon coromundu, 77 
coromai~dus, Clamator, 394 
coronatw, Orthotomus cucullatus, 

242, -243 
Phylloscopus occipitalis, 233, 234 

Corvidae, 321, 397 
Crake, Ruddy, 394 
crecca, Atlas, 393 
Creeper, Nepal Tree, 352, 354 

Sikkim Tree, 353, 354 
Spotted Grey, 347 
Stoliczka's Tree, 354 
Wall, 347 

Creepers, Tree, 352 
criniger, Prink polychroa, 397, 
cristutus, Lanius cristatus, 311 
Crossbill, FIimalayan, 383 
Crow, House, 331 

Jungle, 332 
Crow-Pheasant, 394 
Crows, 321, 397 
cruetltatum, Dicaeum, 397 
cruentus, (Ithaginis muentus), 24 
cruralis, Brachypteryx montana, 285 
Cuckoo, Baybanded, 55 

Emerald, 56, 239 
Haircrested, 102 
Hawk-, or 'Brainfever Bird', 394 
Ilimalayan, 53 
Hodgso~l's Hawk-, 50 
Indian, 51, 361 
Indian Plaintive, 55 
Khasia Hills, 51, 52 
Large Hawk-, 49 
Pied Crested, 394 
Hedwinged Crested, 394 
Sirkeer, 394 
Small, 54 

Cockoo-Dove, Bartailed, 43 
Cuckoos, 49, 394 
Cuckoo-Shrike. Dark Grev. 114 . , 

Large, 385. 
Large Grey, 395 

Cuckoo-Shrikes. 111. 395 , - - -  
Cuculidae, 49,' 394 
cticullata, (Kitta fiuirostris), 323 

Pitta. 395 
cticuloides, Glauciditrm cuculoitles, 64 
Culicicnpa, 194 
cuprea, -(Ducula badia), 39 
Curlew. 37 

Stone, 30 
curruca, Sylvia, 226 
Cutia, Nepal, 189 
cyaneus, Circus cyaneus, 15 
cyanicollis, Eurystomus orientalis, 
cyanioenter, Tesia, 157, 215 

cyanocephak~, Psittacula, 394 
cyamtus, (Zoothera citrina), 273 
cyanouroptera, Minlu cyuttouroptera, 

199 

daj-laensis, (Actirlodura titpalensis), 197 
dalhousiae, Psarisomus dalllousiae, 102 
darjeltensis, Dendrocopos dariellensis, 

96, 97 
drrumu, Z.(oothera), 275 

Zootlre~a dauma, 274 
Densappa, Rai Bahadur, xxx 
Dentam, Great Rangeet Valley, xxviii 
Dicaeidae, 354, 397 
dichrous, Purus dichro~is, 340 
Dicruridae, 315. 397 
dicrurotddes, Srirniculus lugubris, 57 
digitutus, Pyr~Rocorax graculus, 329, 

330 
Dikchu, xxviii 
Dipper, Brown, 296, 297 

Whitebreasted Asiatic, 296 
Dippers, 296 
discolor, C'ertRk discolor, 353 
dixorti, Zoothera, 274, 275, 276 
Dollar Bird, or Broadbilled Roller, 78 
domesticw, Parser, 365 
donknicu, Pluuialis, 394 
Dongkia Mountain, xxiii 
doriei, (Cinclus pallasii), 297, 298 
Dove, Emerald, 46 

Indian Spotted, 46 
Rufous Turtle, 44 

Doves, 37 
dras t im ,  (Abroscopus superciliarisj, 

240 
Drongo, Black, 397 

Bronzed 316 
~rowbided, 397 
Haircrested, or Spangled, 317 
Himalayan Grey, 315 
Indian Lesser Racket-tailed, 319 

Drongo-Cuckoo, Indian, 57 
Drongos, 315, 397 
Dryocopus, 91 
clubius, Charcldrius, 394 
Duck, Brahminy, 393 
Ducks, 1, 393 
clukhunemis, Calandrella cinerea, 105 

M.(otacillu) o.(lba), 307 
cluuaucelii, Vanelh~s spinosus, 29 

Eagle, Black, 10 
Bondi's Hawk-, 9 
Booted Hawk-, 9 
Crested Serpent, 15 
Himalayan Hawk-, 8 
Pallas's Fishing, 11 



Eagle, Hingtaded, or Pallas's Fishlug, 
1 1  
1 A 

Rufousbellied Hawk-, 393 
egertoni, Actinodura egertoid, 195 
Egret, Cattle, 393 
Egrets, 393 
~ h t a u s ,  17 
elwcsi. Eremowhib alvestris 106. 107 
Embeiizinae, 368 
epuuietta, Pyrrhoplectes, 384 
epops, (Upupa ~POPS), 80 
Eremoy hila, 282, 378 
erithacus, Ceyx erithucus, 77 
Erpornis, Whitebellied, 206 
crythaca, Pyrrhula erythuca, 387 
eythrowplzala, Pyrrhula, 388 

(Streptopelia orientalis), 45 
erythrocephalus, (Garrulax ezythro 

cephalus), 185 
(Harpactes erythrocephalus), 75 

ewthrogenys, (Pornatorhinus ewhro- 

pterus), 191 
erythropygia, (Hirundo duurica), 109 
eruthrorhynch, ( K i ~ a  erythrorhyn- 

- -  - 

ethologus. '~.(ericrocotus) e.(thologusj, 
116,. 117' 

eunomus, Turdur, 397 
eupatria, Psittactllrr, 394 
eurhinus, Tringa totanus, 31, 32 
Eulylaimidae. 101 

Fairy Bluebird, 119, 395 
Falcon, Redlegged, 393 

Shahin, 17 
Falconet, Himdayan, 10 
Falconidae, 16, 393 
Falcons, 16, 393 
familiaris, (Certhia), 352 
fascirrta, Psitt& alexadri, 47 
fasciatus, Nisaetus fasciatus, 9 
fastwsa, (Il.iuscicapa sundara), 140 
fenea, Saxicola, 283 
ferrugilntus, (Pomutorhinus etythro- 

genys), 153 
ferrtsgitiea, Musn'capa, 130 

Tadornu, 393 
\errughsus, Porntorhinus ferrugi- 

nosus, 153 
Finch, 13lanlord's Snow, 365 

Goldellheaded Black, 384 
Hodgson's Mountain, 373 
Mongolian Snow, 366 
Mountain, 301 
Hedbrowed, 398 
Rednecked Snow, 365 

Finch Scarlet, 385 
S& hlountain, 372 
Tibet Snow, 365 

Finches, 368, 388 
Weaver. 363 

finschii, (Psittacub himnlayana) 01 

(Pdttacula), 48, 49 
fitnnreus, Asio &mmeus, 67 
fbmmiceps. (Cephalopyrus flammt- 

ceps), 346 
fiodus, Hypsipetes flavalus, 127 
flaoeolus, Criiriger fiueolus, 125 
fboicollis, Yuhina flooicollis, 202, 203 
fkzvimentah, (Abroscopus sclristiceps), 

240, 241 
fbvinuchu, Picw fluvinucha, 91 
fbuipes, Bubo, 62 
fkzoirostris, Kitta flaoirostfi's, 323 

Paradomrnis fkzoirostris, 171, 172 
fbvioentris, Pynonotw me~unicleru, 

122 
Pavogulads, (Seicerw rar~tl~osd~istos), 

237 
~vol iuacew,  Cettia flaodioaceus, 221 
fivulw, Hypsipites fluvulus, 127 
Flowerpecker, Firebreasted, 354 

Scarletbacked, 397 
Tllickbilled, 397 
Yellowbellied, 356 
Yeflowvented, 397 

Flowerpeckers, 354, 397 
Flycatcher, Blachaped Blue, 397 

Bluethroated, 143 
Brooks's, 397 
Ferruginous, 130 
Greyheaded, 146, 216, 238 
Layard's, 397 
Little Blue-and-White, 136 
Little Pied, 135 
Nepal Sootv. 129 
0rGgegorgkked, 131, 134 
Pale Blue, 142 
Pigmy Blue, 145 
Redbreasted Blue, or Slatybacked, 

134 - 
Hufousbreasted Blue; 133 
Rufoustailed, 135, 137, 
Sapphireheaded, 138 
Sikkim Wllitegorgetted, 132 
Slaty Blue, 137 
Slatybacked, or Redbreasted Blue,, 

134 
Tickell's Redbreasted Blue, 143 
Verditer, 142, 144, 382 
Whitethroated Fantail, 148, 232 
Yellowbellied Fantail, 147 

Flycatchers, 129, 397 
Flycatcher-Shrike, Brownbacked Pied. 

111 
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Forktail, Blackbacked, 292 
Blackbreasted, 293 
Eastern Spotted, 290 
Little, 293 
Slatybacked, 292 
Spotted, 292 

formosa, Sitta, 350 
formosus, Spelaeornb, 159 
forresti. (Xiphirhunchus superciliaris), 

155'  - 
fortipes, C.(ettiu), 218 

Cettia fortipes, 220 
franklinii, Megalaim franklinii, 84 
fraterculus, (Pen'crocotus jlummeus), . . 

115 
Fringillidae, 368, 398 
~rogmouth,  Hodgson's, 67 
Frogmouths, 67 
frontale. Cinclidium frontale. 254 
irontalid, Dendrocitta, -326 

Plwenicurus, 257, 258, 259 
Sittu frontalis, 351 

f u c a k  Emberiza, 398 
fugax, Cuculus, 50 
fuligilwsus, Rhyacornis fuliginosus, 265 
fuligiventer, Phylloscopus fuligiventer, 

225 
fuligula, Aythya, 2 
fulvescens, Gyps, 12 

Prunella, 397 
Fdvetta, Sikkim, 209 
fulvifrons, Paradoxornis fuloifrons, 167 
fuluw, Gyps, 393 
fuscatus, Phylloscopus fuscatus, 226 
fuscicollis, Phalacrocorax, 393 
fuscw, Amaurornis, 394 

Artamus, 16, 314 

Gadwall, 993 
Gallinule, or Purple Coot, 394 
ganeesa, (Hypsipetes mudugascarien- 

SW), 128 
Gangtok, xxiii, xxviii 
Garrular spp., 160 
Gayamtashana Tso (Gayum Chhona), 

xxviii, 394 
Geese, 1, 393 
Gaing,  xxviii 
Giaogang (Gyagong, or Gyaokong), 

xxviii 
glareola, Tringa, 37j 
Gnatong (NHthang), xxviii 
godlewskii=striolatus, Anthus, 306 
godwini, Pomatorhinus ruficollis, 151, 

152 \ 

Goldcrest, Sikkim, 234 
Goldfinches, 370 
goliath, A r e a ,  393 
Goosander, Eastern, 1 

Goose, Barheaded, 393 
Goshawk, Crested, 6 

Eastern, 3 
gouldiae, Aethopyga gouldiae, 360 
gouinda, Miluus migrans, 2, 3 
Grackle, North Indian, 336 
graculus, (Pyrrhocorar graculus), 330 
grudaiia, (Columba leuconota), 40, 41 
Grandala, 267, 382 
Grandala, Hodgson's, 254 
grarldis, Muscicapa grandis, 139 

Phoenicurus erythrogaster, 262 
grurrtiu, Gecitiulus grantia, 94 
Great Rangeet, xxiii 
Greenfinch, 383 

Himillayan, 371 
Grosbeak, Allied, 391 

Black-and-Yellow, 391 
Spottedwinged, 389 
Whitewinged, 390 

grosoenori, (Garrular rufogularis), 177 
gularis, Paradoxornis gularis, 170 

P.(ycnonotus), 122 
Ygizina gularis, 203 

gulgula, (Alauda), 106 
gulmergi, (Mwcicapa sibirica), 129, 

130 
guttacristatus, Chrysocokzptes lucidus, 

100 
guttaticollis, (Paradoxornis paoiro- 

slris), 172 
guttatus, Enicurus mculatus, 290 
guttulata, (Ceryle lugubris), 75, 76 
gutturalis, Hirundo rustica, 108 
guzurata. (Orthotomus sutorius) 244 
Gyagong (Giaogang, or Gyaokang) 

xxviii 
gyldenrtolpei, Picus cwtw, 90 

hueinutopygia, (Leucosticte braidti). 
373 

haliaetus, Pandion, 393 
Malicrstur, 9 
llardwickii, Chloropsis hardwickii, 120 
haringtoni, Poll~torhinus erythro- 

genys, 152, 153 
Harrier, Hen, 15 
Hawk-Cuckoo, or 'Brainfever Bird' 

394 
Hodgson's, 50 
Large, 49 

Hawk-Eagle, Bonelli's, 9 
Booted, 9 
Himalayan, 8 
Rufousbdlied, 393 

Hawk-Owl, 394 
Hawks, 2, 393 
hazarae, Caprirnulgus indicus, 68, 69 
heinrichi, (Carduelis spimides), 372 
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heknue, (Harpactes erythrocephalus), 
75 

hemispila, N.(ucffraga) c.(aryocatac- 
tes), 329 

hercules, Alcedo. 76 
Heron, Giant, 393 

Little Green, 393 
Herons, 393 
himalayana, (Certhial, 352 

Prunella, 299, 300 
P.(sittacuZu), 47 
Psittacula himulayana, 48, 49 

himalayanus, Pyrrhocorax pyrrbcorax, 
330 

himulayensis, Dendrocitta f o m s a e ,  
324, 325, 326 

GYPS, 11 
Loxiu curvirostra, 383, 384 
(Regulus regulusl, 234, 235 
Sitta himalayensis, 348, 350 
T.(etraogallus), 22 

Ilirundinidae, 108. 395 
Hobby, 393 

Indian, 393 
Hodgson, Brian, xxvi 
hodgsoni, Abroscopus, 242, 243 

Abroscopus hodgsoni, 241 
(Anthus hodgsoni), 304, 305 
Batracl~ostomus hodgsot& 67 
(Certhia familiaris), 352 
Muscicapella hodgsoni, 145 
Phoenicurus, 259 

hodgsonii, Columba, 42 
Harpactes erythrocephalus, 74, 75 
Muscicapa, 134 
(Muscicapa), 133, 137 

homrai, Buceros bjcornis, 81 
Honeyguide, Yellowbacked, 86 
Honeyguides, 86 
Hooker, Sir J. D., xxix 
Hoopoe, Tibetan, 79 
Hoopoes, 79 
hopwoodi, Dicrurus leucophaew, 315 
Hor~ibill, Great, 81 

Pied, 395 
Rufousnecked, 81 

Hombills, 81, 395 
hottentottw, Dicrurus, 102 

Dicrurus hottentottus, 317 
l~umei, (Micropternus brachyurus), 89, 

90 
(Plzylloscopus inornatw), 230 
Sphenocichla humei, 160 

humii, (Carpoducus puniceus), 382 
P.(aradoxornis) n.(ipalensis), 167 
t'aradoxornis nipabnsis, 168, 169 

humilis, Podoces, 327 
hyperythra, Brachypteryx, 285 

Duwetio, 161 

hyperythm, (hlwdcclpa), 137 
Muscicapa hyperuthfa 133 

hyperythrus, Ertthucus, 131. 252 
Hypopfcw hyperythrw, 95 

hypoleucos, Tringa, 33 
hypoxantha, Rhtpidura, 147, 194, 240 

icterioides, M.(ycerobm), 391 
ignicauda, Ae.(tbpyga), 358 

Aethopyga igniculldo, 357 
ignipectw, Dicaeum ignipectw, 354 
ignotbcta, Mink ignotincta, 197 
immaculuta, Prunellu, 301 
immaculotw, Enicurur, 292 
impejanus, Lophopbrw, 26 
indica, Chalcophaps indica, 46 

Motacilka, 397 
Saxicoh torquab, 282 

Indicatoridae, 86 
indicus, Accipiter trivirgatw, 6 

Anser, 2, 393 
(Caprimulgw), 89 
(Caprimulgur indicw), 69 
Copsychw mulubarhs, 267 
Enicurus leschenaulti, 293 
Erithacus indicur, 251 
Gyps, 393 
Hoplopterua, 394 

indranee, (Strix leptogrammlca), @ 
indus, Haliastur, 7 
innominatus, Picumnus innominatur, 

87 
ir~pinata, (Alauda amensis), 105 
inomatus, Phyll~~copur inornatw, 230 
insignis, Duculu badia, 39 

Saxicola, 283 
intermedio, Graculu religiosa, 336, 337, 
intermedius, Corous macrorh ynchus, 

332 
interstinctw, Fdw tinnunculus, 18 

Garrulus glandrrrius, 321 
intextus, (Xiphirhynchus superciliorw, 

155 
Iora, Common, 395 
Ioras, 119, 395 
iowchktos, Kgithalos iouschistos, 344 
ircdalei, (Xgithalos concinnus), 343 
Irenidae, 119, 395 
Ixulus, Chestnut-headed, or White- 

naped, 201 
Yellowmaped, 202 

iacobinw, Clanwtor, 394 
Jay, Sikkim Redcrowned, 321 
Jays, Blue, 78 
Jelep La, xxiii 
jerdoni, Avicedu, 393 

(Prunella strophido), 303, 304 
Jeyluk (Jeluk), xxviii 
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jocosus, Pycnonotus, 395 
Junglefowl, Red, 28 
Junnoo, xxiii 

Kabru, xxiii 
Kalimpong, xxiii 
kangrae, (Parus dichrous), 340, 341 

(Phullosconus vulcker). 228 
karroi,- A . ( ~ ~ S )  p.iacif cu& 73 
Kapup (Kupup), xxviii 
Karponang, xxviii 
kaslzmirensis, (Accipiter virgatus), 4 
kelonrti, (Spizaetus nipalensis), 8 
kessleri, Turdus, 271 
Kestrel, Iiimalayan, 18 
Kewzing (Sosing), xxviii 
khnsiana, (Prinia atrogularis), 245 
'Kiang-Lager' (Schsfer's camp), xxviii 
kienerii, Lo~hotriorcllis, 393 
Kinchinjhau, xxiii 
Kinchinjunga, xxiii 
Kingfisher, Assam Blue-eared, 76 

~ i ~ t h ' s .  76 
Brownheaded Storkbilled, 77 
Common Indian. 76 
Indian Ruddy, 77 
Threetoed Forest, 77 
West Himalayan Pied, 75 
Whitebreasted, 77 

Kingfishers, 75 
Kite. Blackeared, or Large Indian, 2 

Blackwinged. 17 
Brahrniny, 7i 
Large Indian, 2 
Pariah, 2 

koelzi, Acthopyga nipalensis, 359 
Kongra La Pass, xxiii 
kumaoneilsis, (Picus jluuinucha), 92 
kundoo, O.(riolus) o.(n'olus), 320 . 
Kupup (Kapup), xxviii 

laetus, Perlcrocotus ethologzis, 116, 
117 - 

lakulensis, (Lanius tephronotus), 312 
Lall, lohn S., xxix 
Laniidae, 311 
Lark, Crested, 107 

Elwes's. or Tibetan, Horned, 106 
Lonqbilled Calai~dra. 107 
Rufous Short-toed, 105 
Tibetan, or Elwes's, Horned, 106 
Tibetan Short-toed, 104 

Larks, 104 
lathomi, (Lophilra leucornelana), 28 
Leiothri u, Redbilled, or 'Pekin Robin', 

168 
lepclwrum, (Porur monticolus), 338 
lerron, Lerwa, 20 

leschenazdti, Merops, 394 
Taccocua, 394 

lettia, Otus bakkamoena, 60 
leucocephalus, Chairnarrornis, 264 
leucogenys, Pycnonotus leucogenys, 

122 
leucolop1~us, Garrulax leucolophus, 176 
leucornelana. (Loplzura lez~con~elana), 

28 
leucomelanura, (Muscicapu 1eucomeI- 

anura), 135 
Muscicapa kucomela~tura, 137 

leuconota, Columba leuconota, 40 
leuconyr, Apus pacificus, 72, 73 
leucopterus, Phoenicurus auroreus, 260 
leucoryphus, Haliaetus, 11 
Leucosticte, 372 
leucotis, (Pycnonotus leucogenys), 123 
leucurn, Chettusia, 394 

'leucururn, Cinclidium, 253, 254 
leuphotes, Aviceda, 393 
levaillanti (? or macrorhynchusj, Cor- 

uus macrorhynclzu r ,  332 
Lhasa, xxiii 
Lhonak Valley, 394 
lineata, Megalaima, 395 
lineatw, (Garrulax lineatus), 181 

Milvus migrans, 2, 3 
Lingtam, xxviii 
Loke Wan Tho, xxx 
longicaudatus, (Dicrurus leucophueus), 

315. 316 
longirost;r'x. (Eremophila alpestris), 

106, 103 
Lorikeet, 394 
lucifer, Carpoducus rubicilloides, 376 
Lrtdlow, Frank, xxvi 
ludlowt, Athene noctwl, 394 
luteouei~tris. Brndypterus, 224 

Bradypterus Iz~teoventn's, 222 

mncei. Dendrocopos mocei, 97 
macelln, Nucifraga coryocatactes. 328, 

329 
macgrigoriae, Mtlscicapa, 141 
mnculatus. Chalcites, 56, 239 

(Enicurus moculatus), 290. 292 
muculi eililis, P.(hylloscopus), 228, 229 f' Phy loscopus maculipennie, 227 
rnadermpntensis, Motacilla, 308 
mugnu, ~lrachi~othera, 51 

Arachi~othera mngnn. 360 
mugnificn, Megnlnima v i r ~ n s ,  53 
magnirostris, Phr~llo~copus. 148. 231 
h4nraie. Rlnckrnmp~d, 324 

~ i e e n .  322 
Redhilled Blue. 324 
Yellowhilled Blue. 323 

Magpies. Blue. 322 
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Mahara'kumar of  Sikkim, Hon. Lt.- modestus, Parw modestus, 342 
C O ~ .  P. T. Namgyal, P.v., o.B.E.. mohun, Mullertpicus pulveruknlus, 85 
xxx mollissirna, Zoothera, 274, 276 

major, Cettia mujor, 218 Zoothera nwllissima, 275 
mulabarica, Sturnw, 255 munachus, Aegyplus, 393 
malabaricus. Anthracoceros. 395 Monal. 26 ~ 

maluccensis~ Passer montatt~ts, 364 mongdluil C.(hmadrtus), 31 
ma~ocopti~us. 'Himator mct~ncopti~r~.s. morzilraer. Musdco~a monilerrer. 132 

155 
malcolmi, Turdoides, 327 
Malkoha, Large Himalayan Green- 

billed, 58 
Martam, xxviii 
mandellii, Arborophila, 23 

Certhia familiaris 352. 353 
Pellornefcm ruficeps, 149, 150 

Manshitang, mviii 
marginda, Zoothera marginata, 278 
marshalli, (Hypopicus hyper!/thrrcs), 96 
marshallorum, (Alegalaim oirens). 8-1 
Martam, xxviii 
Martin, Crag, 395 

Kashmir House, 110 
Nepal House. 110 
Sand, 395 

Martins, 108. 395 
mnxima, A4elanocorypha maxin~a, 107 
murimus, Turdtls mcrtrln. 267 
mcclel!ai~di. Hypsipctes cirescel~s, 126 

(Pomatorl~inus erythrogenys), 153 
meena, (Streptopelk orientalis), 45 
Meinertzhagen, Col. R., xxvi 
melanolophus, Parus, 339, 340 
melanosternus, (Acridotheres tristis), 

335 
melanota, Lophura leucomelana, 27 
melanotis, Garrulax pectoralis, 174 

Ptczruthius melanotis, 193 
ntelnnozanthos, Mycerobas, 389 
me2anozanthttm. Dicaeum, 356 
melaschista. Coracina melaschisla, 114 
ntelnschistos. Accipiter nisus, 5. 6 
melba, Apw,  394 
merganser, (Mergus merganser), 2 
Meropidae. 77, 394 
Merops, 255 
Mesia, Silvereared, 187 
micropterus, Cucnlzt~. 361 

Ctrcultcs micropterrts. 51 
Microura. 55, 215 
Minivet. Scarlet, 115 

Shortbilled, 116 
Sikkin~ Longtailed. 116 
Yellowtllroated. 118 

Vinivets, 111 
Minla, Redtniled. 197 
ntinor, (Pycnonotlrs mclanictertls), 122 
mitchcllii, (Dendrocopos cnnicnpillus!. 

98. 99 

mniliierhs, Garzuhx, 174 - 
Gomulax moniligerus, 173 

monticolu, Z.(oothera), 278 
Zoothera mnt iwla.  277 

m.nticolus, Parus monticolus. 337 
~~lontifrtngilla, 365, 372 
Moorhen, 394 
Motacillidae, 304. 397 
Mountain Finch, Hodgson's, 373 

Slkliim. 372 
multiput2ctda, N.(ucifraga) c.(aryo- 

catactes), 329 
h l ~ ~ n i a ,  Hodgson's, 387 

Spotted, 366 
Munias, 306 
murghi. Gallw g d u s ,  28 
Muscicapidae, 129, 397 
hluscicapinae, 129, 397 
muttui. ~lluscicapa, 397 
Myna, Common, 335 

Greyheaded, 255 
Mynas, 334 
Myzornis, Firetailed, 189 

naeoia, Locwtellu. 397 
Namgyal, Hon. Lt.-Col. P. T.. P.v., 

o.B.E., Maharajkurnar o f  Sikkim. 
XXX 

N a h ~  La, xxiii 
Nectariniidae, 356, 398 
neglecttis, (Troglodytes troglodytes), 

295 
nernoricola, G.(allinago) [read nemori- 

cola C.(apella)], 34 
Gallinago, 394 
Leucosticte, 301 
Leucosticte nemoncoh. 373, 374 

t ~ ~ p a l ~ n s i s ,  Tichodroma muratia, 347 
r~ewarei~sis, Strir !eptogrammica, 65 
newtotti, Phylloscopus proregullrs. 229 
Nightjar, Common. 31 

Himalavan Jungle, 68 
Longtailed, 69 

Nightjnrs, 68 
nign'ceps. (Heterophasia cnpistrata), 

213 
S.(tachytis). 162 
Stachyris nigricepr, 163 

r~igrimt~ta,  Ytrhino 201 
Y~thinn nigrimet~ta, 205 
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niarimentum, Garrulax ervthrocephalus, - 
185 

Niltava, Large, 139, 140 
~ufousbellied, 140 
Sn~all, 141 

nilialetrsis, Aceros, 81 
(Actinodura nipalensis), 19% 
iAethovriga nipalensis), 359 
klcipl,k; '209 
Alcippe n.(ipalensis) 208 
Alcippe nipalensis, 211 
Apus aflinis, 73 
Brachypbr~x leucophrys, 286 
Bubo nipalensis, 61 
(Carpodacus), 374, 375 
Curpodacus nipalensis, 375 
Certhia. 354 
Cutia nipalensis, 189 
Delichon, 110 
Delichon nipalensis, 110 
Hirundo daurica, 73, 109 
(Parudoxornis nipalensis), 168 
~ i t t u ,  103 
Prunella collaris, 298, 299 
Purrhula nivalensis. 386 
~6izui;tus Gipalenis, 8 
l'roglodytes troglodytes, 294 

nisicolor, Cuculus fugax, 50 
nisosimilis, (Accipiter nisus), 5, 6 
niveogulan's, E.(githalos), 344 
niuicola, Strix aluco, 66 
novuehollundiae, Coracino, 395 
novaeseelandiae, Anthus, 397 
nudipes, Cllaetura caudacuta, 71, 72 
Nutcracker, East Himalayan, 328 
Nuthatch, Beautiful, 350 

Cinnamonbellied, 349 
Velvetironted, 351 
Whitetailed, 348 

Nuthatches, 348 

oatesi, Paradoxornis atrosuperdliatis, 
169 

obscurus, Turdus, 397 
occidentalis, (Dendrocitta formosae), 

325 
(Pteruthius xanthochloris). 193 

occipitalis, Kittu erythrorhytlcha, 323, 
324 

Y.(uhina), 203, 204 
Yuhina occipitalis, 204 

ocellatus, Carr~ilax ocellatus, 178 
ochrucea, Sasia ochracea, 88, 89 
ochropus, Tringa, 32 
ocl~ruros, P.(hoenicurus), 258, 259, 

260 
olioaceus, Cephalopyrus flammiceps, 

346 
olivea, (Tesia cyaniuentef), 215 

orientalis, Mergus merganser, 1, 2 
Merops, 394 
(Streptopelia orientalis), 45 

Oriole, Blacknaped, 397 
Golden, 124, 320 
Maroon, 320 

Orioles, 320, 397 
Oriolidae, 320, 393 
Orthotomus, 164, 192 
Osmaston, B. B., xxvii 
Osprey, 393 
Owl, Brown Fish, 394 

Eastern Spotted Scops, 61 
Forest Eagle-, 61 
Hawk-, 394 
Himalayan Brown Wood, 65 
Himalayan Collared Scops, 60 
Himalayan Wood, 66 
Scops, 394 
Shorteared, 67 
Sikkim Bay, 59 
Tawny Fish, 62 

Owlet, Collared Pigmy, 63 
Hinlalayan Barred, 64 
Tibet, 394 

Owls, 59, 394 

Pakhyong (Pakyong), xxviii 
Pabong (Pakhyong), xxviii 
pallasii, C.(inclus), 296 
pallidiot, (Leucosticte brandti), 373 

(Microuru albiventer), 156, 157 
pallidiora, (Erithacus cyanurus), 250 
paliidipes, C.(ettia), 220 

Cettia pallidipes, 219 
palpcbrosa, Zosterops palpebrosa, 362 
paludicola, Riparia, 395 
Pandim, xxiii 
pandoo, Monticola solitan'us, 281 
Paradoxornis, 166 
Parakeet, Blossomheaded, 394 

Himalayan Slatyheaded, 48 
Indian Redbreasted, 47 
Large Indian, 394 

Paridae, 3-37 
Parinae, 337 
Parrotbill, Blackbrowed, 169 

Blackfron ted, 168 
Brown, 166 
Fu~vousfronted, 167 
Gould's, 171 
Great, 165 
Greyhended, 170 
Lesser Redheaded, 169 
Redheaded, 169 

ParroS, 47 
Partridge, Blyth's, or the Rufous- 

throated Hill, 23 
Common Hill, 22 
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Partridge, Redbreasted Hill, 23 
Rufousthroated Hill, 23 
Snow, 20 

Partridges, 20 
Passerinae, 363 
passerinus, Cacomantis rnerulinw, 55 
patia, Orthotomus sutorius, 243 
patkaicw, (Garruh  leuooloplzus), 176 
pectoralis, (Erjthacus pectoralis), 247, 

248 
Garnulax, 173 

pelcica, Tephrodornis virgatus, 113 
Pemayangtse (Pemionche), xxviii 
Pemionche (Pernayangtse), xxviii 
penelope, Anas, 393 
Pedoln La (Penlong La), xxviii 
Penlong La (Penlom La), xxviii 
pennatw. Hieraetus, 9 
peregrinutor, Falco peregrinus, 17 
Pericrocolw, 102 
perniger, lctinaetus mulayensis, 10 
personata, M.(otacilla) a.(lba), 307, 

808 
phaioceps, Microptemw brachyuw, 

89 
Phalacrocoracidae, 393 
Phasianidae, 20 
Pheasant. Blackbacked Kaleej. 27 

~ l o o d , .  24 
Crimson Homed, or Satyr Trago- 

pan, 25 
Impeyan, or Monal, 26 

Pheasants, 20 
phoeniceut, G a r r u h  phoeniceus, 186 
phoenicuroides, Hodgsonius phoeni- 

curoides, 256 
(Plzoenicurus ochruros), 261 

Phoenicurw, 258 
Phylloscopus, 54, 55, 145, 156, 221, 

227, 228, 235, 240, 342 
pica~i&s, Heterophasia picaoides, 214 
Picidae, 87, 395 
Piculet, Himalayan Speckled, 87 

Rufous, 88 
Pie, Blackbrowed Tree, 326 

Himalayan Tree, 324, 326 
Tree, 397 

Pies, 321, 39'4 
Pigeon, Ashy Wood, 43 

Blue Rock, 41 
Hodgson's Imperial, or the Nepal 

Maroonbacked, 39 
Kokla Green, 38 
Nepal Maroonbacked Imperial, 39 
Pintailed Green, 37, 39 
Snow, 40 
Speckled Wood, 42 
Turkestan Hill, 41 
Wedgetailed Green, 38 

Pigeons, 37 
Pintail, 393 
Pipit, Blyth's, 306 

Hodgson's, 305 
Indian, 397 
Kansu Tree, 304 
Rock. 397 
~inaceousbreasted, or Hodgson's, 

305 
Water, 397 

Pipits, 304, 397 
Pitta, Bluenaped, 103 

Greenbreasted, 395 
Indian, 395 

Pittas, 103, 395 
Pittidae, 103, 395 
Ploceidae, 363 
Plover, Golden, 394 

Little Ring, 394 
Pamirs Lesser Sand, 30 
Spurwinged, 29 

Plovers, 29, 394 
plumipes, ( O t w  bakhmoena), 80, 81 
Pmepyga, 284 
Pochard, Tufted. 2 
Podargidae, 67 
poioicel)hala, Alcippe, 202, 214 
poliocephalus, Cuculw poliocephalus, 

54 
poliogenys, Muscicapa, 397 

Seicercus, 238 
porphyrio, Porphyrio, 394 
pokmini, Montifringillu duvidiana, 366 
proregulus, (Ph ylloscopur), 227 
protegntus, (Corous splendens), 332 
PruneUidae, 298, 397 
przeoalskii, (Cinclus cinclw), 296 

(Saricola torquatn), 282 
psaroides, Hypsipetes madagascarien&, 

128 
Psittacidae, 47, 394 
Pteroclididae, 394 
ptilorhyncltus, Pernis, 393 
puellu, (Irena puella), 121 
pulclwr, (Phylloscopus), 227, 229 

Phylloscopus pulcher, 228 
pulcherrimus, Carpodacw pulcherd- 

mus, 379 
pulchricollis, Coltrmba, 43 
punctulata, Lonchura punctulata, 366 
punicew, Carpodacus puniceus, 381 
purpurea, Cochoa, 288, 290 
pusilla, Entberiza. 369 

Microura pusilk, 157, 159 
Pycnonotidae, J 22, 395 
pyrrl~otl~orax, (Dendrocovos cathaha- 

rius), 97 
pyrrlzotis, Blythipicus pyrrl~otis, 99 
pyrrhoura, A4yzomk, 189 
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Quail, Bustard, 393 
Little Button. 393 
Pellowlegged Button. 393 

Quails. 20 

radclifit, (Indicator xanthonot~rs), 86 
Rails, 394 
Raja of Sikkim, xxix 
Rallidae, 394 
Rangeet, Great, xxiii 
Rangpo, xxiii, xxviii 
Ratong (River). xxvi 
Raven, Tibet, 333 
~edshank,  31 
Redstart, Black, 261 

Bluefronted. 257 
Common, 258, 259 
Daurian, 260 
Giildenstiidt's, 262 
Hodgson's, 259 
Plurnbeous, 265 
Whitecapped, 264 
Whitethroated. 258 

reguloides, ~h!~l loscopus  reglrloides, 
232 

reichemwi, (Sasia ochracea), 88, 89 
Remizinae, 346 
rhodochrour, Carpodacus, 379 
Rinchinpong, xxviii 
Ripley, Dr S. Dillon, xxx 
Robin, Bluefronkd, 254 

Blueheaded, 263 
Golden Bush, 249 
Magpie, 266 

'Robin. Pekin', or Redbilled Leiothrix, 
188 

Robin, Redflanked Bush, 250 
Rulousbellied Bush, 252 
Whitebrowed Bush, 251 
Whitetailed Blue Bush, 253. 254 

Robins. 240, 397 
Roller, 40 

Broadbilled, or Dollar Bird, 78 
Rollers or Blue Jays, 78, 394 
Rongli, xxiii 
roseatus, Anthus, 305 
rosentus, Carpodacus erythrinus, 357 
Rosefinch, Beautiful, 379 

Blanford's, 374 
Common, 377 
Great, 376 
Nepal Dark, 375 
Pinkbrowed, 379 
Redbreasted, 381 
Reclhended, 382 
Sikkim Large, 378 
Sikkim Whitebrowed, 380 

Rosefinches, 370 

roseus, Pertcrocotus, 395 
rubeculoides, Muscicapa rubeculoides, 

143 
Prunella, 302 

rubescens, Carpodacus, 374 
rubicilla, Carpoducus, 376 
rubicunrla, Carpodacus edwardsii, 376 
rubricapilla, Macronous gularis, 161, 

162, 164 
rubricnpillus, Kgithalos concinnus, 340 
rubrocanus, Turdus rubrocanus. 270 
rubropygius, Serilophus, 191 

Serilophus lunatus, 101 
Rubytluoat, Common, 248 

East Himalayan, 247 
Tibet, 248 

rufescens, Prinia rufescens, 244 
rufictludn, ~Mtiscicapa, 135. 137, 263 
ruficeps, Paradoxornis, 169, 171 

Paradoxornis ruficeps, 169 
(Pellnrneum ruficeps), 150 
S.(tnch yris), 160 
Stachr~rir r r i f c~ps ,  161 

ruficollis, Garrz~laz. 180 
or blanfordi, (Montifringilla), 366 
Montifringilla, 365. 366 
Tzrrdus ruficollis, 271, 272, 273 

rufifrons, S.(tachyris> r.(ufifrons). 162 
rufiqenis, Yuhina castaniceps, 200 
rufildns, Erithactrs cyanusus, 250 
rufirlus, Buteo rufinus, 6, 7 
rufiuenter, Ptetuthius tufiuenter, 190 
rufiventris, Monticola, 279. 280, 281 

Phoenicurus ochruros, 261 
rufogularis. (Arborophila), 23 

Arborophila rufogularis. 23 
Garrz~lnx rufogularis. 177 

rufonrlcholis, (Portis rubidiuentris). 340 
rufostrigntn, Cnrdrtelis flnuiro.rtris. 398 
ruFtilus, Gornpsorh~~nch~i.~ rtifulur, 194 
rupestris, Nirundo, 395 
n~sticoln, Scolopnx rusticola, 34 
Rustomjee, K .  R., xxx 
rutiln, Emben'zn, 398 

saliens. (Rhopodytes tristisl. 59 
sdlinialii, Apus pacificus, 73 
Sandqrouse, 894 

Tibetan, 394 
Sandpiper, Common, 33 

Green, 32 
Spotted, 37 

Sandpipers, 31 
sangzjiniceps, (Picus cnnus), 90, 91 
sapahira, Muscicapn, 138 
sarkari. (Dendrocitta formosae). 325 
saturata, Aethopyga saturafn, 358 

Upupa epops, 79, 80 
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aaturatus, C.(eph&pyrus) f .(lammi- 
ceps), 346 

Cuculus satusatus, 53, 55 
( = interstinctus). Falco t i n n u d u s ,  . , 

19 
Phodilus badfus, 59 

satyra, Tragopan, 25 
saularis, Copsychus saularhP, 266 
saxicola, (Podoces humilis), 327 
Schiifer, Dr Emst, xxvi 
schiifed, Passer rutilans, 363 
schistaceus, Enicurus, 292 
schisticeps, Abroscopus schisticeps, 240 

Pltoenicurus schisticeps, 258 
Porntorhinus schisticeps, 150 

schuedowi, Accipiter gentilis, 3 
Scolopacinae, 31 
scops, Otw,  394 
scouleri, Enicurus, 293 
scutulata, Ninox, 394 
seheriae, Aethopyga dparaja, 398 
Seicercus, 54, 55, 238, 240, 241 
semicoronatw. Dendrooopos cunicapil- 

lus, 98 
setafer, Gawukx lineatus, 181 
severtzovi. (Carooducus rubicilla). 376 
severus, ~ a j c o ,  '393 
Shag, Indian, 393 
Shama, 267 
Shilua, 5 
shorii, Dinopium shwii, 93 
Shortwing. Gould's. 284 

~ o d ~ s G n ' s ,  256 . 
Nepal, 286 
Rustvbellied. 285 
Whijebrowed, 285 

Shrike, Ashy Swallow-, 16, 314 
Blackheaded, 313 
Brown, 311 
Brownbackd-Pied Flycatcher-, 111 
Dark Grev Cuckm,  114 
Greybacked, 312 
Large Grey Cuckoo-, 395 
Nepal Wood, 113 

Shrikes, 311 
Cuckoo-, 111 
Swallow-, 314 

Sibia, Blackheaded, 213 
Longtailed, 214 
Sikkim Chestnutn~mped, 212 

Sikkiin Ornithological Survey. xxx 
sikkimctlsis. Garrulax striatrrs, 175 

1rer1o prrella, 121 
R~grihrs reguhrs. 234, 235 

sin~ilis, Anthus, 397 
simlne. (Picus chlorolophrrs), 92, 93 
simloensis, (n4inla strigcrla), 199 

(Pan~s mndesttts?, 342 
(ph~~lloscopus proregrrlus), 229 

simlaensb, (Picumnw innominatus), 88 
Simvo, zxiii 
sinensls, Centfopus, 394 

Chrysomrna, 327 
Singalila Ridge or Spur, xxiii 
Singhik, xxviii 
Singtam, xxviii 
Siniolchu, xxiii 
sipahi. Hacmutospiaz, 382, 385 
Sishn, Tibetan, 370 
Sittidae, 347 
Sittinae, 348 
Siva, Bnrthroated, 198 

Nepal Bluewinged, 199 
Skylark, 105 
smymcnsis, Halcyon nyrnena's, 77 
Snipe, 31 

Common, 34 
Eastern Solitary, 33 
Pintail, 394 
Wood, 34, 394 

Snowcock, Sikkim, 21 
Tibetan, 22 

sodalis, Prinia, 397 
S O ~ U ~ ~ S ,  Perimocotus mkris, 118 
solitaria, Capelh solitaria, 33 
soliinria. Moniicola. 255 
someroillei, Turdoides, 126 
sor~neratii, C o c m n t i s  s.(onneratii). 

ce 
dd 

sozdida, E m b e ~ z a  spodocephola, 370 
sordidus, (Cinclus), 297 
Sosing (Kewzing), xxviii 
Sparrow, Ci~mamon Tree, 363 

House, 364, 365 
Tree, 364 

Sparrow-Hawk, Besra, 4 
Indian, 5 

Sparrows, 398 
House and Rock. 363 

sparoerioides, Cuculur sparoerioides, 
49, 50 

weciosus, Psn'crocotus flummeus, 115 
sphenura. I'reron sphenura. 38 
Spiderhunter, Indian Sbeaked, 360 
Spiderhunters, Streaked, 51 
spilocephalur, Otus spilocephaltrs. 81 
spilorlotus, Parus xanthogenys, 341 
spiloptera, Saro~lossa. 334 
spinoides, Carduelis spinoides, 371 
spinol~tta, Anthus. 397 
splendeila. Comus splendens. 331. 332 
sqrmmntrrs. Garrulm, 182 
Stach!/ris, 164, 244 
stanle!ji, (Rhipidura albicollisl. 149 
Staphidn. Whitebrowed, or IIume's. 

200 
Stare, Spottedwinged, 334 
Starlings. 334 
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stellata, Elrachypteryx, 284 
sterlura, Callinago, 394 
Stevens, Herbert, xxvi 
Stint, Temminck's, 36 
stracheyi, Ernberiza c.(ia), 263 
strepera, Anas, 393 
Stresemann. Prof. Erwin, xxvii 
striata, (Lonchura striata), 368 
striatus. Butorides, 393 

(Garrulax striatus), 175 
Pycnonotus striatus, 124 
Turdoides, 397 

Strigidae, 59, 394 
Striginae, 60 
strigula, Minla strigula, 198, 199 
striolatus, Anthus godlewskii = , 306 
strophiatu, Muscicapa strophiata, 131 

P.(runella), 302 
Prunella strophiata, 303 

struthersii, lbidorhyncha, 36 
Sturnidae, 334 
Sturninae, 334 
subluteo, Falco, 393 
subcristatus, Melophus lathami, 368 
subhimachala, Propyrrlzula, 382 
subunicolor, Garrulax subunicolor, 183 
sultanea, Melanochlora sultanea, 345 
sultansup. (Chrysocolaptes lucidus), , .  - 

100 
Sunbird, Blackbreasted, 358 

Firetailed Yellowbacked, 357 
Indian Yellowbacked. 398 
Mrs Gould's Yellowbacked, 360 
Purple, 398 
Sikkim Yellowbacked, 359 

Sunbirds, 356, 396 
sundara, Muscicapa suitdara, 140 
superciliaris, Xiphirhynchus supercili- 

arb, 154, 155 
suratensis, Stre~topelia chinensis, 46 
suscitator, Turn&, 393 
sutorius, Orthotomus, 242 
Suydam Cutting Expedition, xxx 
Swallow, Eastern, 108 

Himalayan Striated, 109 
Striated, 73 

Swallows, 108, 395 
Swallow-Shrike, Ashy, 16, 314 
Swallow-Shrikes, 314 
Swift, Alpine, 394 

Blyth's Whiterumped Spinetail, 72 
N e ~ a l  House, 73 
~ h i t e r u m ~ e d  Spinetail, 72 
Whitethroated Spinetail, 71 

Swiftlet, Himalayan Plainrumped, 70 
Swifts, 70, 394 
syluatica, Chaetura, 72 

Turnix, 393 
sylvicola, (Tephrodornis virgatus), 113 

Sylviinae, 215, 397 
S yluiparus, 342 

Tailor Bird, 243 
Goldenheaded, 242 

Talung, xxiii 
Tangkar La, xxiii 
tanki, Turnix, 393 
Teal. Common, 393 
tectirostris, Dicrurus remifer, 319 
Teesta River, xxiii 

Valley, xxiii 
Temi, xxviii 
temminckii, Calidris, 36 

Myiophoneus caerdeus, 287 
tenuiroslris, Cinclus pallasii, 297 
Tephrodornis, 345 
tephronotus, Lanius tephronotus, 312 
terrignotae, (Tringa totanus), 32 
thalmsina, Muscicapa, 142 

Muscicapa thalassina, 144 
Thangu (Thanggu), xxviii 
Thanggu (Thangu), xxviii 
tlzibetal~n, Cartlrrelis tliibclat~n, 370 
thoracicus, B.(radypierus), 223, 224 

Bradypterus thoracicus, 223 
Thrush, Blackfaced Laughing, 184 

Blackgorgetted Laughing, 174 
Blackthroated, 272 
Blue Rock, 281 
Blueheaded Rock, 280 
Bluewiilged Laughing, 182 
Chestnutbellied Rock, 279 
Dusky, 397 
Green, 289 
Greyheaded, 270 
Himalayan Whistling, 287 
Himalayan Whitecrested Laughing, 

176 
Large Brown, 277 
Lesser Brown, 278 
Longtailed Mountain, 276 
Necklaced Laughing, 173 
Nepal Crimsonwinged Laughing, 

186 
Orangeheaded Ground, 273 
Pied Ground, 997 
Plainbacked Mountain, 275 
Plaincoloured Laughing, 183 
Przevalski's, 271 
Purple, 288 
Redthroated, 271 
Rufouschinned L.aughing, 177 
Rufousnecked Laughing, 180 
Salvadori's, 397 
Sikkim Greysided Laughing, 179 
Sikkim Redheaded Laughing, 185 
Sikkim Striated Laughing, 175 
Smallbilled Mountain, 274 
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Thrush, Streaked Laughing, 181 tusaliu, Macropygio unchall, 43 
Whitespotted Laughing, 178 Twite, Tibetan, 398 
Whitethroated Laughing, 172 Tytoninae, 59 

Thrushes, 246, 397 
thura, C.(arpoducus), 379 unicolor, M.(wcicapa), 144 

Carpodacus thura, 380 ' Muscicapa unicolor, 142 
tibetanu, Calandrella acutirostris, 104, Yuradoxomis unimlor, 166 

105 Upupidae, 79 
tibetanus, Corous corax, 333 

(Ithaginis cruentus), 24 oagubuiukz, Dendrocitta, 397 
Syrrhaptes, 394 oalidirostrk, Pteruthiw ffaois~o~is, 191 
T.(etraogallus), 22 oan'us, Cuculus, 394 
(Tetraogallus tibetantis), 22 oermlis, Loriculus, 394 

Tichodromndinae, 347 oibex, (Cawulax striatw), 175 
tickelliae, ntwcicapa, 143 uinctura, Actinodura nipalensis, 196, 

Tirnaliinae, 149, 397 197 

tinnunculus, (Falco tinnunculw), 19 vinipectus, (Alcippe oinipectw), 210 
tiphia, Aegithina, 395 oirens, M.(egalaima), 85 
Tit, Blackspotted Yellow, 341 (Megulaimu oirens), 84 

Brown Crested, 340 (Ph ylloscopus muculipennis), 227, 
Crested Black, 339, 340 oiridis, Cochoa, 289 
Greenbacked, 337 oiscioorus, Turdus, 271 
Himalayan Cole-, 338 Vulture, Bearded, 13 
Redheaded, 1.97 Black, or King, 11 
Rufousfronted, 344 Cinereous, 393 
Siklurn Black, 339 Fulvous, 12, 393 
Sikkim ~edheaded, 343 Himalayan Griffon, 11 
Sultan, 345 King, 11 

Yellowbrowed, 342 Lamn~ergeier, or Bearded, 13 

Yellowcheeked, 342 
Longbilled, 393 

Tits, 337 
Whitebacked, 393 

Longtailed, 343 
Vultures, 2, 393 

Penduline, 346 
True, 337 

Wagtail, Blackbacked Yellowheadd, 

torqueola, Arborophilu t o r q ~ o h ,  22, 
310 

23 
Eastern Grey, 309 
Forest, 397 

torquilla, lynx, 395 Hodgson's Pied, 307 
Tragopan, Satyr, or Crimson Horned Indian White, 307. 

Pheasant, 25 Large Pied, 308 
truillii, Oriolus traillii, 320 Masked, 3071 
tronduoialis, (Paradoxornis gdazisj, Swinhoe's White, 308 

171 Wagtails, 304, 397 
tricolor, Lanitls schach, 313 Warbler, Aberrant, 221 
tristis, Acridotheres tn'stis, 335 Allied Flycatcher-, 235 

P.(hylloscopus) collybita, 226 Ashy Wren-, 397 
Rlzopodytes tristis, 58, 59 Blaclibrowed Flycatcher-, 238 

trochiloides, Phylloscopus trochiloides, Blacklaced Flycatcher-, 240 
230, 231 Blacktluoated Hill, 245 

Troglodytinae, 294 Blardo~d's Bush, 219 
Trogon, Redheaded, 74 Blytll's Crowned Leaf, 232 
Trogonidae, 74 Broadbilled Flycatcher-, 241 
Trogons, 74 Brown Bush, 222 
tschebaiewi, Erithacur pectordis, 248 Brown Hill, 397 
Tso Chomo, 394 Chestnut-headed Flycatcher-, 238 
Turdinae, 246, 397, Dull Green Leaf, 230 
Turdo:des, 247 Dusky Leaf, 226 
turkestnnica, Columba rupestris, 41 Grasshopper, 397 
Turnicidae, 393 Greycheeked Flycatcher-, 238 



Warbler. Greyfaced Leaf, 227 
Greyheaded Flycatcher-, 227, 237 
Hunle's Bush, 220 
Large Bush, 218 
Largebilled Leaf, 149, 231 
Orangebarred Leaf, 228 
Pallas's Himdayan Leaf, 229 
Rulous Wren-, 244 
Rufouscapped Bush, 217 
Sikkim Firecapped Tit-, 346 
Slatybellied Ground, 215 
Smoky Leaf, 225 
Spotted Bush, 223 
Strongfooted Bush, 220 
Temminck's Crowned Leaf, 233 
'Thickbilled, 397 
Tickell's, or Blackbrowed Leaf, 234 
Tickell's Leaf, 224 
Yollowbellied Flycatcher-, 239 
Yellowbrowed Leaf, 230 

Warblers, 215, 397 
wardi, Turdus, 397 
Waterhens, 394 
Weavers, 398 
whistleri, (Cettia brunnifrons), 217 

(Erithacus chrysaeus), 249 
(Garrulax albogdaris), 173 
(Seicercus burkii), 236 

White-eye, 238 
Indian, 362 

White-eyes, 362 
Whitethroat, Lesser, 226 
whymperi, (Prunella collaris), 293 
~ i g e o u ,  393 
Woodcock. 31. 34 
~ o o d ~ e c k k r ,  h a m  Blacknaped, 90 

Black, 91 
Crimsonbreasted Pied, 96 
Dajeeling Pied, 97 
East Himalayan Small Yellow- 

naped, 92 
Fulvousbreasted, 97 
Great Slaty, 95 
Himalayan Goldenbacked Three 

toed, 93 

Woodpecker, Large Yellownaped, 91 
Northern Rufous, 89 
Paleheaded, 94 
Pigmy Pied, 98 
Redeared Bay, 99 
Rufousbellied, 95 
Tickell's Goldenbacked, 100 

Woodpeckers, 87, 395 
Wren, Brown, 157, 159 

Cllestnut-headed, 216 
Hume's Wedgebilled, 160 
Ne a], 294 
~c$ybreasted, 156 
Slatybellied, 215 
Spotted, 159 
Tailed, 158 

Wrens, 294 
Wryneck, 395 

ranthochlozis, Pteruthius xanthochlo. 
ris. 192 

xanthogenys, Parus x.(anthogenys), 342 
xanthonotus, Indicator xanthonottrs, 86 
xaitthoschistos, Seicercus, 227, 236, .238 
xui~thoschistos, Seicercus xanthoschis- 

tos, 237 

Yeumthang (Yumthang), xxviii 
Yuhina, Blackchinned, 205 

Rufousvented, 204 
Slatyheaded, or Rufousvented, 204 
Stripedthroated, 203 

Yumthang (Yeumthang), xxviii 
yunnaneiuis, (Anthus hodgsonij, 305 

(Minla strigula), 199 
(Regulus regulus), 235 

zantholeuca, Yuhina zantholeuca, 206 
Zemu, xxiii 
zeulonensis, Bubo, 394 
Zosteropidae, 362 
Zosterops, 144, 238 
zugmar~mi, (Coruus splerdens), 332 
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